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ther of theſe motives has influenced the author to 
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DVERTISEMENT. 


* 
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N the publication of a work of this nature, 
” ſomething may be expected by way of prelude. 
If the plaudit of the public is not to be purchaſed, 
their indulgence may poſſibly be ſecured. But nei- 


treſpaſs upon their time. He would deprecate their 


pardon, not for having given birth to this production, 


but for having introduced ir immaturely to the ob- 
ſervation of the public. What little poliſh would the 
cloſe application of two years throw upon a body of 


this magnitude! And yet, amid a variety of other avo- 


cations, two years only has the author been allowed to 
tranſcribe, correct, and finiſh it. He ſays, allowed, 
as neceſſity preſcribes the term, and his duty calls 
him to a diſtant part of the globe, to perform other 


a 


engagements, to pay other debts, than what the deſire 


of pleaſing prompts, or the love of fame exacts from 
him. | 


* 


Under this conviction, therefore, he waits ſilently 


the | probe of -criticiſm. But the candid critic, like 
the ſkilful ſurgeon, is ſparing of the knife, and, but 


4 * * 
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OY - ADVERTISEMENT. 


3. in deſperate cafes, is inclined to dab to extremi- 


ties. Into ſuch hands it may be the lot of the author 
to fall.. Where the eye takes more delight in beauty 
than in deformity, where the diſpoſition is more apt 
1 praiſe than to cenſure, no doubts could deter an 
8 author from appearing at the bar of criticiſm. In a 
deſcription of countries little travelled, and of men 
little known, there may poſſibly be miſtakes that have 
ariſen ſrom miſinformation, or even miſconception of 
things: In a detail of adventures committed often to 
paper in moments of peril and diſtreſs, there may, 
indeed, be a repetition of ſentiment, and ſometimes a 
contradiction of opinions before advanced, which the 
greateſt attention, during a two years reviſal, has not 
been able to correct. But if impartiality has uni- 
formly directed his pencil, and his pictures are not 
even ſo highly coloured as nature would have per- 
mitted; if he has rather conſulted the public amuſe- 
ment, than the gratification of his own vanity, this 
early publication, with all its imperfections, will not 
want an advocate among the Iiterati. 
And here he was about to congratulate hin 7 on 
having gained ſo eſſential a point. To the private 
approbation of Mr. Reed of Staples-Inn, was the Þ 
» üer cops in the * of ſuccefs, and to his | 2 
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ADVERTISEMENT. - 


bably, owes that it is now ſubmitted to his view. To 
the friendſhip of Mr. Braithwaite of the Poſt-Office, 
he may, place this, and other material helps he has 


experienced in the courſe of publication. But he 

ſhould aſk theſe gentlemen's forgiveneſs, for involving 

them in a queſtion, where their names are uſed leſs 
to their advantage than to that of the author. 


It behoves him to ſay a word or two on the head of 


the Plates, His knowledge of drawing is ſo confined, 


that more than a ſketch of the places through ch 


he paſſed, exceeded the author's art. The antiquities 
of Egypt have given employment to the pencils of a 


Norden and a Pococke, and were not to be expected 
from the title of theſe travels. But drawings of par- 
ticular ſcenes, in which he was engaged, and repre- 
ſentations of the ſingular cuſtoms of the country, 


would have brought them forward to the reader's eye. 
He muft ever lament the deficiency of his work in 


this reſpect: but he is happy at the ſame time to ob- 


ſerve, that there is a remedy at hand; for thoſe: who 
delight in novel pictures, The reputation of Mr. 


Dalton, his Majeſty's antiquarian, was eſtabliſhed by 
the work which he produced in 1752; conſiſting of 


plates of various antiquities in Greece and Egypt. 
The connoiſſeurs, therefore, are not likely to be dif- 
poured | in the —— to chat work, which My. 


D Dalton 
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dach other. ab to „born at 
Hie has but one cen to a 
| the companions of his travels. To the two gentle- 
| Is eee | 
as they will;x 
oO A defign-t to pay a > ies a; Prop 


the hand . 


| characters. By t 1e 

. ” miſchance S from their company, he 
. wiſh to be underſtood. The circumſtances rh: 
| produced that ſeparation ſhould have been buried in 
oblivion, had not a regard for his own honor obliged 
the author to place the intentions of his companions 
and himſelf in cheir true light, The narrative of that 
LI affair as it appears in this Work — was ſigned by Major 
Henry Alexander, Mr. Anthony Hammond, and the au- 

175 8 Shory and tranſmitted to India at the time. The paper 
may have miſcarried, but the parties are alive to teſtify 
5 the fact. All that delicacy and humanity could ſu 
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geſt, een obſerved on the occaſion. The name 


of the unhappy perſon is ſuppreſſed, and ſelf-vindica- 


tion alone could have induced him to revive a ſub- 
ject, "which more nearly affected the author and 
is companions, att their ſubſequent misfor- 
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paid to the figure e which they make in 
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maintain its ground. But as there are other points to 


be conſidered; as truth can only be rendered effica- 
ous in an amiable dreſs, and as the ju ſteſt deſi rip- 
tions muſt be diſgraced by inelegant language, the 


author cannot diveſt himſelf of 
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ertain ſenſations, 
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which ' muſt diſturb the firmeſt mind, on the eve of 
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LETTER Tage IEG 


4D D DRESS—T, * aber * his voyage » from Madras to Suez 
* ——Tedious paſſage acroſs the Indian ocean. Makes the and of 
| Sacotra, Cape Guardafoy, the Arabian ſhore—Enters the Red. ſea by 
_ the » ſtraits of B abelmandel— Hard Gale Arrival in Mocha road— 


| Occurrences at that city—Embarks again—Contrary winds—The | 


veel driven by currents on the Arabian coaſt— In imminent danger 
& being wrecked among the ſhoals and breakers —Obliged to put into 


the port of Yambo for a pilot—The author, &c. ſeduced aſhore, 


and made priſoners by the vizier of that place—Incidents during 
their confinement— The craft and villainy of the Arabs apparent in 
their attempts ro poſſeſs themſelves of the veſſel—Stratagem for that 
purpoſe— Its ſucceſs —The veſſel brought into the harbor, and the 
author, &c. return aboard under a guard, until an anſwer is received 
from the Xerif of Mecca, touching their deſtiny—A deſcription of 
the town and environs of Yambo—Interviews with the vizier— In- 
Hances of his duplicity and pride Various diſappointments in the 
hope of a ſpeedy anſiver—The ſhawbunder of Fudda at length ar- 


rives, charged with powers from the Xerif, to diſpoſe of the veſſel 


and crew— Negociations on that head—The veſſel is carried to Fud- 
da, under charge of an Arabian pilot, and the author and his 
_fellow-travellers are allowed to proceed— Preſents to the vixier on 


this occaſion = Egregiouſly impoſed upon by this miniſter in the ure 
EL 4 —— bey embark on an —— boat fat Suez, 


n N Fournal 


— 


g Journal ę of the boat Impoſition—Detained by contrary winds at the 
mouth of the harbor—Alarm at the ſudden diſappearance of one of 
the author's fellow-travellers and the interpreter —They are ſent 
back to the boat by the vizier=—The boat ſails to the northward, and 
puts into a bay on the coaſt—Encounters two barks bound to the — 
fouthward—Unhappy ſymptoms of a diſordered mind appear in the gen- | 
tleman who abſconded—He awakens the apprehenfions of the Arabs, 
2 who inſt on his quitting the boat, and returning on one of the barks 
= * 00 Fudda— The abſolute neceſſity of complying with this requifition— 
The diftreſs of the author and his companions on this melancholy oc- 
gon — The boat ſails again—Diffculties of this extraordinary na- 
vigation Touc bes at ſeveral iſlands on the Arabian coaſt—Tedious 
paſſage to the gulf of Akaba—Strange inſtance of the notion of the 
_— | | dominion of evil ſpirit.— Makes the ſhore adjacent to Mount Sinai 
—_ Cape Mahomet—Enters the gulf of Suez—The boat is run over to 
1 1 , the Egyptian ſhore in the night, and inſtead of Suez, by the trea- 
_—_ Chery of the Arabs, ts carried to Cofire, a port of Upper. Egypt, 
k | near four degrees to the ſouthward of Suez—The vexation f epe 
 euthor and his NO I 


LETTER II. Page 129. 


DDRESS—The author, Sc. land at Cofire—Their reception 
and accommodation there—Occurrences at that place— The de- 
a of the government for its protection of our trovellers=Unac- 
countable behavior of the Arab ſhaik—They ſet out with the cara- 
van for Ghinnah on the Nile, under the care of the ſhaik's ſin— 
Part with the caravan—Alarm—Inconveniency of this mode of 
travelling Intenſe heat of the fun-—T hey repleniſh their feins at ſome 
bring. Punſue their way, and experience extreme diſtre ef from 
thirſt, beat, and fatigue—Relieved by their arrival at the Nil. 
| Surprized at being carried to Banute inflead of Ghiunah—Remon- 
Nrate with the young ſhaik, who conſents to tale then; to that city 
det 


* 


W c 7 "ONS 

N a 4 Ser out py and In fox hours are 2 houfed : by — 

bs The villainy of their boft and his fumiꝶy Are viſited by the visier 

by | of. tbe place—Attempts to choufe them out of their money and effects 

Fund themſelves chiſe priſoners =Ther- baggage ſearched and re-- 

ER peatedly pillaged by the beſt and bis affociates —Vifit. from the” ba- 
_ heem of the city, by the order of bis maſter, the Shalk UL Arab— 

4: Enquiry mto their wronge—Tumult i in the houſe an that account. 
Uucommom inſtance of courage and fidelity. in an Arab domeftie—The 

hakeem removes our travellers to his own habitation—He is fup- 
planted m his office by an Abyſfmian, who, at the expreſs commands =_ 
- of the ſhaikh, takes them under bis protettion—The meanneſs" and 7 
rapacity of this abe Advice comes to Ghimiah of u robbery and” | 
murder committed on their late inhuman hoſt, in a diſpute with the 
young ſhaik of Cofire about his ill-gotten booty—Refleftions on this. 
tragical event—The arrival of the Sbait Ul Arab—His interview- 
4% our travellers His per fon and charatter de eferibed— His po- 
titeneſs : and humanity — Exemplary inflances' of his impartiality and 
juſtice. Unhappy flate of the country of Egypt Rebellion on the 
Nile. The paſſage to Cairo by the river ſbut up Doubts how 0 
 proceed—Our travellers reſolve to purſue their route through the 

_ defarts of Thebain Are confirmed in this. intention by the good ſbaiꝶ, 


who provides them with a conductor, and effentially mtereſfts himſelf == M 
in their ſafety—They take leave of their generous benefaclor, and 4H 
enter the defarts with a body of fixteen—The rugged and mountain=- *t | 
ous face of the country—Unexpettedly fall in with a party of ca- Q 


mels, which proves to be a band of robbers, journeying from the Red- * 

ſea towards Cairo—4 treaty concluded with the captain of the rob- 7 

ber An Arab feaſt—The two parties proceed in company—Diffi- | 

5 culties of the road Continual ranges of mountains everywhere pre- 

Peet themſelves to the traveller—Sudden tranfitions: from heat ta cold _ 

In the courſe of the fourney—Repleniſh : their water-ſtins twice in the 4 

deſart—Provije 2 2 W to 2 ith the author and * 3 „„ 
Nene * W 
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* —Readih relieved by the ere e forbearanc e and flrift ob- 
ſervance of their word Halt in the neighborhood of the Nile to 
procure water— Alarme—Strike into the deſart, and paſs over rocks 
of granite or T hebaic marble— Obtain a fight of the Nile, and come 
upon the encampment of the robber The author, &i part with 
theſe fi 2 neular prope Remarks i 07 their hoſpitali! ity and good Faith— - 
*Rejoin the Nile—Travel on its banks —Pafe the villages of Vel Ha- 
die and Iſcour, and diſcern the c pyramids to the weſtward of the river 
— Halt at Tinnah, and engage a baat to convey them the remaining 
ſhort diflance—Toyfully embark far the capital— Hap py. arrival 5 
there, and friendly reception by the Company's agent. 
' Occurrences at Grand Cairo—Curſery obſervations on the city and its 
antiquities—Conciſe narrative of the late revolution in Egypt Our 
travellers return letters and preſents to the worthy Shaik UI” Arab 
by the camels, and embark for Alexandria—Delightful voyage down 
the Nile—Review of the tqwns.and country an its banks — Arrive at 
Roſetto—Bzauty of its SStuation—The' road Yo Alerandria infeſted 
with robber. Reimbarꝶ in a boat bound to that port. — Critical 
ſetuation at the bogage, or mouth of the Nile. Tze boat ſtrikes 
the ſands, but luckil ty eſcapes, and enters the Mediterranean— 


Dreary appearance of the coaſt of Egypt—They fa afely reach 
Alexandria, after a paſſage of fatern hour Sant account of that 

city, and the elegant remains in its neighbarhood+- Droll anecdote 
of fome Engliſh captain. — Aſecting fory of the death of the late 
French Conſul of Alexandria—Occurrences at that city—The au- 
thor and his companions embark on a French ſhip mY Marſeilles 
Concluſion— Pe . 
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=” N Ode to the Deſart, and LE to the Nile, referred 79 
this — from the Fog of the Work. 
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for viſirors read viſitors. 


—— 178, — 12. for eat read eaten. 


. for ſhipwrecked read wrecked, 
—— 238, —— 19. for human read humane. 


Page 17. Line 2. for cab 
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267, —— 21. for were read was. 
— 26, —— 10. fer Neiburh read Niebu 
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ERE ability ſabſervient to inclination, were the efforts 
of the heart to be ſeconded by the efforts of the ima- 
gination, I ſhould with leſs ſeruple begin upon the 
taſk which you have allotted me. But the ſeas which I have 
paſſed, and the ſands which I have wandered. over, pear now 

to have been fraught with lefs danger than the adventure I am 
about to engage in. Once launched into the literary world, 
what has not a poor author to fear from the blaſts of ridicule, 
and the rocks of envy! But as the want of an oftentatious diſ- 
play has ſecured my footſteps from the aſſault of the wild Arab, 
fo may I hope, that the modeſty of my pretenſions may prove 
my paſſport through the waſte of criticiſm. Happy at all events, 
in the proſpect of your influence, to protect the ſtrain that is 


guided by truth, and owes its exiſtence to the commands of 
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The occurrences of our voyage from Madras to Mocha, are 
ke the generality of ſea- affairs, too trivial to become intereſt- 
ing, and too unvaried to afford amuſement. Since the fables of 
the ancients have been baniſhed our creed, a modern voyager 
finds it difficult to diverſify or embelliſh his journal. Neptune 


ceaſes to aſſert his empire over the waves, and Amphitrite no 


longer ſkims the ſurface of the deep, ſeated in a coral chariot 
drawn by Mermaids, and ſurrounded by a choir of muſical 
Nereids. A ſtorm therefore loſes the majeſty which a Divinity 
would give it; and our calms are really dull, for want of the 
company of ſuch a beautiful Goddeſs. I queſtion whether the 


voyage of Æneas, if deprived of theſe fiftitious ornaments, 
nſipid with thoſe publiſhed by recent 


would not become equally 
diſcoverers, whoſe heroes viſited people more ſtrange, and ſeas 
more remote than Æneas, and encountered gulphs far more 
dangerous than Scylla or Charybdis ! 2 

There was nothing remarkable in our paſſage to Mocha, but 
the length of it. We were above eight weeks in effecting a 
paſſage, which frequently requires but three. The lateneſs of the 
ſeaſon made- us apprehenfive of delays, but not the continual 
ones we met with. At ſeveral periods we thought of nothing 
leſs than of getting to Suez by water. My fellow-travellers and 
myſelf were, however, reſolved to proſecute our journey by 
land, ſhould the ſnow Adventure reach any port in the Red- 


Sea. But the fight of land preſented us with better . 


ſpects. | 


We had been two-and- farty 4 in 1 the wile ocean 


which divides India from Africa, when on the ziſt of March 
we ſaw indiſtinctly the iſland of Socotra, which lies about 


35 leagues from the main. On the 2d of April we made Cape 
Guardafoy, which is a prodigious mountainous and craggy 
__ ſhore. F rom hence we ſtood over to the coaſt of Arabia, and 
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by an eaſterly current, were driven ſo far towards the ocean, 
that it was the 6th before we paſt Cape Aden. Here the re- 
mains of a Portugueſe fort are ſtill viſible, which is an humi- 


liatmg monument of their former ſuperiority in theſe. parts. 
On the gth we ran through the ſtraits of Babelmandel, with a 


fine gale, which, joined to a ſtrong current, ſet us through in 


a quarter of an hour. There is a very ugly ſea in theſe ſtraits, 


and they being the uſual entrance into the Red-Sea, I have 
annexed à plate of them, which was drawn upon the ſpot. 
| Veſſels may paſs to the weſtward of the ifland, but this is at- 
tended with danger. The gale encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that 


we were fain to run under the land at noon, in a bay about 


half-way between the ſtraits and Mocha. Here we rode out 
a very violent ſtorm, and thought ourſelves lucky in being fo 
well ſheltered from the fury of it. The wind abated a little at 

day- break on the roth, when we weighed and ſtood for Mocha. 


Though ſtill boiſterous, the wind was fortunately fair, and 
we were not many hours in running the diſtance. At twelve 


_ o'clock we dropped our anchor in Mocha road, but were obliged 


to wait until the weather moderated, before we ventured to de- 


bark. The month of April was advanced, but we went aſhore 
at Mocha the ſame evening, in full confidence of being agreeably 

accommodated to Suez, on board the Adventure. We looked 

only upon the brighter ſide of the perſpective; as the difficulties 
and dangers annexed to a journey of 11 or 1200 miles by land, 
along a barren and barbarous coaſt, could afford r us no "wy 
pleaſing reflections. 
' Mocha, the ancient capital of Arabia Felix, is ſituated upon a 
ſandy ſoil, about 12 leagues from ag ſtraits of Babelman- 
del, and in the latitude of 13 15 north. This city is of 
great antiquity, and diſplays a very handſome appearance to- 
wards he ſea. But its beauty will not bear a cloſe inſpection. 


B 2 Like 


Ca 


Like the deformities th are fo l diſcovered beneath 
a fair exterior, the inſide of its buildings is by no means an- 


ſwerable to the expectations which they raiſe. To ſurvey the 
deſart on which it ſtands, a ſtranger muſt be ſurprized at the 
plenty which reigns in the markets. There is not a tree within 


ken, that produces any fruit, but the date, or herbage of any 


kind, to ſupport the cattle which are daily expoſed for ſale. 
But to the ſimplicity of the Arabian manners this circumſtance 


11s to be attributed. Where the natives are content with the 
coarſeſt food that a country produces, it is no wonder that the 


more delicate viands are readily procured, by the few Europeans 


who viſit their ſnores. And indeed, when we are informed that 
the ſheep which are ſold here, are all brought from the oppoſite 
coaſt of Abyſſinia, and the ſimpleſt vegetable, at no leſs a diſ- 
tance than fifteen miles from Mocha, conjecture would loſe itſelf 


in accounting for ſuch plenty, were a clue not n to unravel 


the myſtery. 


Mocha is under the authority of a governor, as the Imaun, 
wid; unites the offices of high-prieſt and king of Arabia Felix, 
always reſides at Sennaa, a city about ten days journey from 
hence, delightfully ſituated in a valley, with which this moun- 
tainous country abounds. The Turks have loſt the influence 
which they formerly poſſeſſed in this kingdom. They ſeem 
content, at preſent, to receive their proportion of the duties of 


the other provinces of Arabia, without pretending to exert the _ 


arbitrary ſway, which marks their government in the diſtricts 
that are more imediately within the reach of their arms. There 
is one privilege that the Imaun claims here, which cuſtom has 
rendered familiar to the ſubjects of a deſpotic ſtate, however op- 
preſſive it may appear to the ideas of an European. He has 
an indiſputable property in all horſe- fleſn. 80 that if a ſtranger 
_ takes a liking to an horſe, it is s of no conſequence to whom 
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3 belongs, provided he be content to pay the price, which the 
governor may fix on it in the name of his maſter. But the 


owner is ſeldom expoſed to the mortification of being obliged to 
part with his property: the value of the beaſt, however beau- 
tiful it may be, ſeldom proving in the leaſt Slaquiate't to the —_ 
which is demanded for it. 

In their horſes the chief pleaſure” 40 pride of the Arabs 
conſiſt. Pampered to an exceſs that renders them fitter for 
ſnew than uſe, they ſtand in the ſtable, or are picketted at the 
doors of their maſters, from one ſabbath-day to another. But 


on this feſtival, they are adorned with a load of rich and un- 
; wieldy « furniture, with which they parade the ſtreets from 


morning to night: and they now receive the only exerciſe which 


they are permitted to take. The governor's ſtud, which conſiſts 


of a number of choice horſes, are particularly drawn up -in the 
ſquare before his houſe... They are , oppoſed to each other in 
{quadrons, and at the word of command, the riders ſet off at 


full gallop, and as they paſs each other, dart the pike or {pear | 
with great dexterity.. 


We paid a cuſtomary viſit to the governor on our 1 


and found him to be a grave and elderly man, meager in his 
body, and flovenly in his apparel. But with this unpromiſing 
appearance, he has the character of being a very good and in- 
telligent man; and much more. inquiſitive after the manners and 


diſcoveries of European nations, than the generality of his coun- 


trymen. This peculiarity in his diſpoſition plainly evinces itſelf 


in the furniture of his audience chamber, which- is ornamented 


with a broken figured clock, a French thermometer, and an 
Engliſn quadrant. He received us very politely, and is a pro- 
feſſed friend of the Engliſh nation, whoſe genius and ſpirit he 
affects to admire. This piece of ee we obteoed from 
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an anecdote of his life, which is not unworthy of mention.” It 


'not only carries with it an evidence of the intriguing temper of 


the Arabs, but ſets off to advantage the character of a nn 
to whom the Engliſn are materially obliged. 


In the reign of the father of the preſent king of Sennaa, ne 


man was the vizier and favorite. So univerſally was his ad- 


miniſtration approved of, and fo neceſfary did the old king 


think him to the welfare of the ſtate, that he recommended him 
on his death- bed to the protection of his ſon, in the "moſt 
earneſt terms. The prince was deeply impreſſed with a charge 
delivered to him at fo ſolemn a moment, and promiſed his fa- 
ther, to make the knowledge and advice of the vizier the 
ſole guides of his future life. And to this promiſe he very 
faithfully adhered, for ſome n on his acceſſion | to * 
throne. ne 
In the courſe of this time, the young e had formed in- 
conſiderate attachments for courtiers of his own age and diſpoſi- 


tion. Though this did not immediately interfere with the mi- 
niſter's influence in matters of government, it nevertheleſs ſug- 


geſted, to a diſcerning mind, the approaches of neglect and diſ- 


grace. To prevent the execution, therefore, of what he conſi- 


dered as inevitable, ſhould he continue in his preſent office, he 


very wiſely formed the reſolution of retiring from court. A re- 
ſolution inſpired by the ſoundeſt philoſophy, wavered not un- 


til an opportunity offered to put it into practice. 


One day when he was alone with the king, he took the 1. 
berty to ſpeak of the length of his ſervices, and of the decline 


of his life. He touched modeſtly upon his known affection, 


and zeal for the honor of his ſovereign; and beſpoke his ma- 


jeſty's indulgence for the petition which he was about to prefer. 
He concluded with an humble deſire, that he might be per- 
mitted to reſign his truſt to ene. whoſe faculties and health 
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- were more vi 0 eus ; and able to tran ſact the important affairs, 
in which he had been fo long employed. The better to cover 


his deſign, he affected an inclination to viſit Mocha, where he 


purpoſed to remain until his name was forgotten, and that time 
ſhould weaken the malice of a faction, which is the inſeparable 


attendant of the beſt adminiſtration. It was not without reluc= 
tance, that the king complied with this unexpected requeſt. 
He had a particular value and reſpect for the miniſter, and was 


not prepared to forego his ſervices, although the latter had been 
artful enough to recommend for his ſucceſſor, one of the chief 
favorites of his maſter. The ſtruggle, however, was of no long 


continuance. The king's pride was touched at the idea of being 


at a loſs for a ſervant, and he haſtened to inveſt the very favourite 
who had been pointed e out to him, with the dignity of the abdi- 
cated miniſter.. 

But little did the miniſter dream 5 the a of this 
reſignation. Little did he foreſee, that his ſucceſſor would lay 
hold of the wiſh which he had expreſſed to viſit Mocha, to 
load him again with the cares of government ; where his in- 
fluence would be conſiderably leſſened, though his dignity would 


appear. greater than before. No ſooner had the new vizier 
poſſeſſed himſelf of his office, than he was determined to re- 


move for ever, ſo virtuous an obſerver of his adminiſtra- 


tion. Poiſon or the ſword, was too dangerous an implement, 


againſt ſuch a character. He had recourſe to a remedy which 


Wholly anſwered his intentions; and, by blinding the eyes 


of his ſovereign, and advancing the opinion of his principles 
among the vulgar, muſt be held as a + maſterpiece of courtly 


artifice. 


With the 8 appearance of warmth, therefore, bs repre- 


ſented to the king the outery which would be raiſed againſt 
him, ſhould he ſuffer an old ſervant of his father's, and the 


guardian 


3 


1 * 
guardian of his own youth, to viſit Mocha, without being Af 


tinguiſhed by ſome public character. He then inſinuated the 
lucky occaſion which preſented itſelf, to reward his ſervices 


with the government of that city. It was impoſſible to ſuſpect 


the treachery « of this advice; and it is not wonderful, that 


monarch greedily took the bait. He that very day forwarded a 


Saen to Mocha, which the old man had the mortification' 
to find, on his arrival here. To him, however, the trick was 
obvious. He readily dived into the ſcheme of his ſucceſſor, who, 


judging of others from himſelf, had taken an unneceſſary ſtep 


to detach him from the vanity of court- favor. The vexation of 
the governor is not to be deſcribed. But rather than diſturb 
the peace of his maſter with complaints, he has the virtue to 
encounter the fatigues of buſineſs, though repugnant to his in- 


clinations; and is content to live a voluntary exile from his na- 
tive place, ſecure of tlie affection of the people, and conſcious 
of the eſteem of the king. A king! who ſtill continues under 
che deluſion of having preferred a faithful ſubject, agreeably to 


his own choice. What a leſſon ſhould this be to the ſovereigns 
of more enlightened. nations !. who may juſtly apprehend the'in- 


trigues of deſigning men, when the refinements of party prevail 


within the narrow ſcope of Arabian politics! . 


- The women in Arabia are kept in much ſtricter confinement, 


than thoſe of their religion in India. The females of rank are 


ſhut up in their apartments, and never ſtir abroad, except now 


and then, to accompany their huſbands on an excurſion to the 
vallies. They are vailed at theſe times from head to foot, and 
{ent off upon horſeback under cover of the night. But this ſim- 
ple recreation does not fall often to their lot. The civilized 
Arabs are, of all nations, the leaſt inclined to action; and it is 
to be ſuppoſed, that women born here, live and die, without 
— firing out of the walls of Mocha! : ſuch is the tax that 1 is laid 
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on birth and greatneſs, even in the remote country of Arabia. 
How then can we be ſurprized at the vexations, which cloud the 
lives of the followers of a powerful court? if female beauty be 
doomed to ſolitude in theſe rude parts, is not the liberty which 
is allowed it in more poliſhed countries, too often the ſource of 
calamities more grievous than confinement, of perſecutions 
more intolerable than the commands of an imperious maſter? I 
doubt not, but there is many a toaſt that blazes in the circle of 
St. James's, that ſighs for the privilege of obſcurity, and would 
willingly hide the remains of a ſhattered e in an Ara- 
bian ſeraglio! EY 1 
To thoſe of a lower degree, there is ſome deviation permitted 
from the ſeverity of this cuſtom. Though there are-no public 
Hummums for the women to reſort to as in Turkey, they are in- 
dulged with the freedom of viſiting their neighbors, when the 
duſk of the evening can ſkreen their perſons from obſervation : 
for the thick vails in which their faces are buried, utterly pre- 
clude the poſſibility of diſtinguiſhing their features. We have 
met them ourſelves in the ſtreets, and have conceived a favora- 
ble idea of their faces, from the ſymmetry of their figures. 
Incontinence is held much more criminal among the ſingle 
than married females. Though adultery 1 is puniſhed with a 
heavy fine, the ſeduction of a virgin 1s attended by a more ſeri- 
ous correction. In this they differ from the laws of more en- 
lightened kingdoms, where an injury of this nature, is not only 
unpuniſhable by any courſe of law. but the matter itſelf is treated 
in a very light manner. And here the character of the Arabian 
legiſlator riſes far beyond the boaſted policy of European ſtates. 
To his juſtice 3 it is owing, that the deſtruction of innocefice 18 
held ; in ſuch, abhorrence ; and to bis rectitude of thinking, that 
the mere accomplice of a lewd woman ſhould encounter lets Ti 
gorous treatment, than the mean betrayer « of unexperienced fim 
| — — — plieity. 
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plicity. 8 juſt this obſervation may be, I ſubmit with plea- 


ſure to the deciſion of a lady, who can ſo charitably diffinguifh 


between the follies and vices of her ſex ; and who can ſeparate 


the errors of inexperience from the impulſes of a Sept in- 
clination! e | 
We were ſurprized at the number of Chriſtian renegadoes 
that reſide at Mocha, Not, that the apoſtacy of men, who 
perhaps had no ſenſe of religion until they profeſſed Malrome- 
taniſm, could provoke our wonder; but how their worldly inte- 
reſts could be advanced by the change. Reduced to a pitiful ſub- 


ſiſtence, and held in deſerved contempt by the natives, we ſhould 


have ſurmiſed their defection to be merely the effects of deſpair ; "Pp 
and that the fugitives from juſtice alone, ſought their ſafety at this: 


price, had not the example of a Greek prieſt ſomewhat ſhaken. 


our opinion. This prieſt, by name Ananias, I remember to- 


have heard mentioned in Bengal, as a miracle of piety. And 


yet in the ſeventieth year of his age, did he publicly abjure the 


Chriſtian religion, in the courſe of a pilgrimage to Mount Sinai. 


He was circumciſed, and received into the Mahometan church; 
and, to crown the whole of this ſtrange proceeding, was led about 
the city for three days, according to cuſtom, mounted on an 
aſs, to receive the alms of the faithful, which every convert is 
entitled to on his admiſſion to their myſteries. This happened $ 
during our ſhort ſtay at Mocha; and is one of the greateſt in- 


ſtances of the infirmity of human nature, which has come within 


the ſphere of my obſervation. 
The Engliſh are the only nation who have a reſident here; . 
and this is but a late regulation. The Eaſt India Company were 


accuſtomed to ſend a ſhip here every ſeaſon; but now the coffee 
is tranſported on country bottoms to Bombay, from whence our 


Indiamen convey it to Europe, By this plan they are eaſed of 


Ka conſiderable expence ; as the appointments. of ſupercargoes to 
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e and ths heavy duties of this -port, 98 0 leſencd 


| FP # = advantages which reſult from this trade, No better means 


| could: have been deviſed to ingratiate 'ourſelyes with. the natives, 
khan the appointment of a reſident among them. It is a plea- 
ſure to me to add, that nothing could have better enſured the 
end in view, than the choice of the preſent gentleman who fills 
that, poſt. ' His mild demeanor cannot fail to engage the eſteem 
of the people; as his acknowledged abilities will lead him to 
improve every occaſion, to reſtore this droòping branch of com- 
merce to its original value. Neither is the preſence of Mr. 
Horſeley at Mocha, of leſs moment to the intereſts of travellers, 
who prefer this ſhort cut to Europe, to the old track by the 
Cape of Good Hope. Hoſpitality and politeneſs are acceptable in 
all places, but doubly ſo to the way- worn traveller, who the leaſt 
expects to meet with them in a remote and uncivilized region. 
I have annexed a view of the town and ſuburbs of Mocha, 
which I took from our veſſel on the day of our arrival here. 
There is a wall runs round the town, but there are no cannon 
mounted on it, except a few on a battery towards the ſea. The 
northern and ſouthern extremities of the town are flanked by 
two caſtles of a circular form, which are likewiſe ornamented 
with guns, and were meant as a defence to the place. How much 
theſe Arabian engineers were miſtaken in their ideas of fortifica- 
tion, will clearly appear from a circumſtance, which occurred 
here about fix or ſeven years ago, and wall {et their pretenſions 
to power in a proper light. 
I The captain of a trading veſſel from 2 was l at the 
Engliſh factory, and correcting a ſlave for ſome fault or other, 
the boy ran away, and took refuge in an Arabian houſe, Where 
he was prevailed upon to become a Mahometan. In this country 
no Chriſtian is permitted to keep a ſlave of this perſuaſion. The 
; boy availed himſelf of this privilege, and went abroad again, 


C 2 | without 


En 
without any fear of his maſter's TFiſerttimertt. One Jay; he 
ever, as he ventured to paſs the factory, he was obſerved by. the 
captain, whoſe Engliſh blood boiled with indignation at this 
| ſeeming: inſult. " Unheedful of his fituation, he gave way to a 
ſudden impulſe of paſſion, and ordered his ſervants to ſeize the 


boy, and flog him ſeverely within the yard of the factory. This 


raſh action could not eſcape notice, and was attended by con- 
ſequences which he little expected. The factory was at that 
time uninhabited, except by the fupercargoes and captains during 
their ſhort ſtay here. It was not in che beſt repair, and but little 


calculated to make a defence. The mob, which now gathered 


about it, eaſily forced the gates; and not finding the object of 
their reſearch, whom they meant to have ſacrificed on the ſpot, 


contented themſelves with plundering his effects. On the firſt 


alarm, the captain wiſely retreated to the terrace of the factory; 


and it was with no little difficulty, that he eſcaped along the 
roofs of the houſes to the fea-fide, where he "TORI took a. 


boat for his veſſel. | 
This diſturbance was too ſudden to have been checke under 
dhe llc government; but it might have been reme- 


died: ſatisfaction might have been made to the ſufferer, had the 


governor been inclined to do him juſtice. A deaf ear was turned 


to his remonſtrances, and the captain was obliged to carry his 


complaint to Bombay: here, to the honour of the Britiſh name, 
it was properly attended to. The councils were vigorous; and 
two ſloops of war were directly fitted out for Mocha, to enforce 
redreſs. They accordingly appeared before the town, with all 
the implements for a bombardment; and a meſſage was ſent 
aſhore, to advertiſe the governor of their errand. It is impoſ- 
ſible to conceive the terror of the inhabitants at theſe tidings. 
They deſerted the caſtles, which they had once conſidered as im- 


3 and were about to quit the city itſelf; but this the 


governor 


— 


n 


13 1 


: ws wich prevented. He thought proper to comply with the 
demands, which were made in the name of the ſufferer, and 


ſent off 4,000: dollars to the commodore of the expedition; 
happy, to preſerve the city from deſtruction, and to appeaſe the 
reſentment of the Engliſh, at ſo cheap a rate. And even the 
money to make good this payment, was raiſed unjuſtly, though 


it was to ſatisfy a juſt demand. The Banian, or Gentoo mer- 


chants who are ſettled here, and tranſact all the buſineſs of the 


port, fell within the gripe of government on this occaſion. They 


have aſſured us more than once, that they were obliged to ad- 
vance the ſum in queſtion, for which they have not yet been 
ſatisfied. It 18 neceſſary to add, that this occurrence, ſo diſ- 
graceful in its nature, was antecedent to the adminiſtration of 
the preſent governor; of whoſe character I have: had en to 
ſpeak in the moſt favorable tem. 

To theſe. Banians we were obliged: for a part 31 our Ahe 
ments at this place. There is a wood of date- trees, which ex- 


tends from the ſouthern ſuburbs of Mocha, for ſome miles 


towards the inland mountains. There is no mark of cultivation 
in this neighborhood beſides; and in this wood, one of the 


principal Banians has a country ſeat. We have no conveyance 
here, except aſſes, on which we ride about for our diverſion. In 
one of our excurſions we called at this ſeat, which is above 
three miles from the town, and on our way home, had an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving a curious proceſs in the vegetable world. 


It has already been taken notice of by naturaliſts, but is too un- 


common to be known to readers of every claſs. The date- trees 
were now in bloſſom; and we remarked the Arabs to be buſied 
about the branches. It is neceſſary to ingraft all fruit- trees, to 
obtain good fruit; but the propagation of the date is in another 


manner, and intimately reſembles that of the animal creation. 


There 18 a male as well as female date- tree, which are diſtinguiſhed 
| from 


L un ] 
from each other by the color 'and ſhape of the ROY The 
male tree yields no fruit; but the gardener muſt be careful, every 
ſpring, to cull as many bleſſoms from the male, as will ſerve his 
purpoſe. One of theſe at leaſt he muſt inwrap and bind up in 

a bloſſom of the female tree; without which ſhe will prove as 
barren as the male. The fingularity of this operation is height- 


groſfly ignorant of every branch of natural philoſophy *. | 
It is to our reſident that I am indebted for an ingenious 

conjecture, relative to the barren coaſts of Arabia Felix, with 

which I ſhall cloſe my remaks on this celebrated territory. For 


the-ſpace of fifteen or ſixteen miles from the beach, the land 


riſes on a gradual aſcent towards the foot of the mountains, 


Here the ſcene ſuddenly changes from a ſandy waſte, to a ver- 


dant and fertile ſoil ; from a ſcarcity of palatable water, to a 
profuſion of chryſtal ſprings and running ſtreams. In this deſart 
barrier there are found quantities of ſhells, and other productions 


of the ocean, which ſeem to have lain there for many ages: this, 


joined to the ſhelving appearance of the ground, renders the idea 
very probable, that this tract of land has been won from the ſea, by 
the ſecret operations of nature. There is, indeed, no informa- 


tion to be gathered of this event, among a people whoſe annals 


carry no perſpicuity with them, beyond the days of their prophet. 
But the perpendicular ſhores of the oppoſite coaſt of Africa, 


upon which the waters may have proportionably encroached, are 


an additional evidence in favor of this opinion. No ſtranger, 


in traverſing this ſhore, could poſſibly conceive her right to the 


There is little — 7 in this e hen 1 it is known that the Egyptians 
have ſo far improved on this mode, as to plant only a male date-tree in the middle 


of many females. The wind ſcatters the male feed, WARD 244 aca the female 


tree, without the trouble of the Arabian culture. 
title 


ned by its being diſcovered by a people, who are at preſent 
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title of OI Buit place him in her middle regions, beneath her 
balm- dropping woods, and amidſt her delightful vales, where 
the fruits of every climate court his taſte, and the breezes of 
caſſia refreſh his ſenſes, and he will pronounce, that ſhe juſtly 
retains the flattering be Te with Which the was Wen, by 
the antients. | 
On the r6th of api ue Kad completed our * and en, 
and taken on board a ſufficient ſtock of proviſion to ſerve us on 
our paſſage. We ehearfully embarked, error, on the Adven- 
ture, captain Bacon, and with an additional paſſenger from India, 
fpread our fails for the long-wiſhed- for port of Suez. For ſome 
days we were favored with a fair breeze, and moderate weather: 
but the wind changed ſuddenly to the northward, and began to 


blow with great violence againſt us. The moon was now. at the 


full, and we were to look for a continuance of the gale. In 
narrow ſeas the waters are ſoon agitated; and we experienced 
ſuch a diſagreeable motion, from the inceſſant working of the 
veſſel, that ſome of my fellow- paſſengers were again confined to 


their cabbins. As for my own part, I have had the good for- 


tune to be free from ſickneſs during our tedious voyage, if I 
except an head- ach of four-days ſtanding, which I conſider, in- 
deed, as a natural infirmity. Our hopes were once more revived, 
from the winds abating. We were by this time in the latitude 
of Judda ; and though the wind was ſtill contrary, we made a 
ſhift to creep on daily towards our defired port. Our greateſt 
progreſs was from ten to twenty miles in our way. We could 
not, with propriety, run more than thirty miles upon one tack ; 
and it was our cuſtom to make one ſhore about ſun-ſet, then to 
tack, and ſtand for the oppoſite ſide, until day-break. 
Me had beaten up in this manner, to the 24th degree of north 
latitude, and were within 1 50 leagues of Suez, when, in the 
afternoon of the 6th of May, we diſcovered breakers ahead, The: 
3 veſſel's 


1 


veſſel's head was to the north-eaſt, and the captain judged hits. | 


ſelf, from his journal, to be in mid-channel. It may be ſup- 
poſed, therefore, that this circumſtance much alarmed us, as 
nothing but a ſtrong eaſterly current, could have thrown us 
among the rocks and ſhoals, with which this part of the Arabian 
coaſt abounds. Nor were our fears without foundation. -The 


weather had been ſo hazy all day, that we could ſcarcely ſee two 
leagues diſtance. ' The veſſel had been put about at the alarm 


before recited, and we were ſailing with great ſecurity towards 
the open ſea, when the departing. ſun warned us of the de- 


ſtruction on which we were running. The ſky cleared up for a 
moment as the ſun ſet, and preſented to our view, a line of 


rocks and ſhoals immediately before us, and on which, in a 


quarter of an hour, we muſt have ſtruck, had not Providence, 


in this unexpected manner, delivered us from the ravenous deep. 


The moſt experienced among us were appalled at this ſight. We 


had breakers to the northward and weſtward of us, and an un- 
known coaſt to the eaſt, The wind fortunately. favoring the 
only ſafe courſe which was now left us, the veſſel wore and 
ſtood to the ſouthward; her two boats being ſent a mile ahead to 


lead the way. In this manner we proceeded until midnight, 


when one of the boats fired a gun, as a ſignal of diſtreſs. Our 
fails were backed on this alarm; and the boat preſently. bore 


down to inform us, that ſhe heard the ſurf break cloſe: to her, 
and that there was no ground with fifty fathom, of line. Our 
danger now became preſſing. We were expoſed to impending 


deſtruction while the veſſel was in motion, and there was no 
probability of finding anchorage for her on this coaſt. 

In this dilemma. the veſſel's head was put towards the had. 
The weather happily continued moderate, and we made a ſhift 


to ſteer clear of the perils that encircled us, though not with- 
out frequent alarms. So deſperate did our ſituation appear, ſo 


few 
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few were the chances of fafety, that about two in the morning 


I retired to my. cabin, and ſecured what little money and va- 
| luables I could conveniently carry about me. I loaded my piſ- 


tols, and took out a packet of conſequence from my cheſt, which 
I kept by me, in expectation of the veſſel's ſtriking on the rocks. 
In caſe of ſuch an accident, we were only to truſt to our boats 
for our deliverance. This we had learnt from the captain and 
officers of the ſow. Aurora, which was ſhipwrecked on this 


part of the coaſt, not ſix months preceding our arrival. We 


met them at Mocha on their return to India; and were adviſed 
of the particulars of their diſaſter, which doubled our appre- 


henſions at the preſent criſis. The Aurora had been ſtanding, 


like us, for the Arabian coaſt, and juſt before day- break, ſhe 


ſtruck, without the leaſt warning, on a ſunken rock. By the 


violence of the wind, ſhe was driven fo far upon the rock, as to 
bulge her bows, while at her ſtern no ground was to be found with 


. ninety fathom of line. It v was N that the veſſel could 


had ſcarcely time to take to their bo, when he ſeparated and 
went down. There was an iſland in view, to which they made, 
and which would have preſerved them from ſhipwreck, had the 


day broke but half an hour ſooner. But we were at length re- 
lieved from our perplexity. With conſtant ſounding we hit 
upon a narrow bank in fifty fathom, and joyfully dropped an 
anchor at four in the morning. There was no ground, however, 
to be found by the boats that ſounded round the veſſel. The 
bottom was rocky ; and ſhould the wind: freſhen, there was little 
dependance to be placed upon our anchor. Our ſatisfaction 
conſequently was imperfe& and precarious. 

The light, which had been ſo long expected, now dawned, and 
enabled us at leaſt, to diſcover the dangers that lurked around 
us. As the fun roſe over the coaſt, we plainly diſcerned the 


5 mountains 
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mountains of Arabia; and to the Glendor: of that glorious lu- 
minary, we were once more indebted for a gleam of hope, to 
revive our drooping ſpirits. We haſtened therefore to take ad- 
vantage of this intelligence. We weighed our anchor, with as 
much expedition as the depth of water would admit of, and were 
rejoiced to get it ſafe on board again. Our courſe was ſtill di- 
refed towards the land, which was often obſcured by the miſts 


which hung over it. About noon we were cloſe enough to diſ- 
tinguiſh a large town, which, from our charts, we concluded to 


be Vambo. To this town we attempted: to get. After various 
intricate traverſes, as the channel between the ſands and rocks. 
| occaſioned, we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, without 
which there 1s no ground, n. the boats ſounded at r edge 
of the ſhoals. ; 

And now did we heartily ee ut een on the con- 
dcluſion of our troubles. We had heard at Mocha of the hoſ- 


pitality of this port, from the very perſons who had owed to the 
inhabitants, their life and freedom. Captain Adams, and the 


ſurvivors of the ſnow Aurora before mentioned, had been re- 
leaſed by the governor of Yambo from the hands of the wild: 


Arabs. Theſe banditti had ſeized them, on their reaching the 
continent in their boat, ſtripped them of their cloaths, and: 


brought them here with a view of ſelling them. Not content: 


with this act of humanity, he had furniſhed them with camels,, 


and generouſly ſupplied them with money and neceſſaries to carry 
them to Judda, where they were certain of finding Engliſh: 
veſſels. Nay, the very commerce that is carried on between the. 


Engliſh and the inhabitants of Judda, which, as well as Lambo, 


is ſubject to the Xerif of Mecca, diſpelled any doubt which might 
ariſe concerning the good faith of theſe people. We knew that 
there were ſeveral Engliſh veſſels at Judda at the very time. We 
had landed a conſiderable ſum of money at Mocha, which was a 

l preſent 
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_ preſent from the nabob of the Carnatic to the teniple of Mecca ; ; 
and we doubted not of meeting with the moſt favorable treat- 
ment at a place, which is in the neighborhood of Medina. 
How dim is the perception of mortals ! What avails their boaſted 
ſagacity! Their funds of lettered knowledge! Their idle dreams 
of ſecurity ! What appears the moſt reconcileable to their youy- 
ment, turns out in the experiment, to have been truſted without 
cauſe, and embraced without the evidence of conviction 
I have been the more particular in recapitulating the circum- 
ſtances, on which we built a confidence in theſe people, as 
there are not wanting perſons, idle and malicious enough, to 
condemn even the ſteps, by which their fellow- creatures have 
entailed miſery and deſtruction upon themſelves. The captain 
would have been cenſured for bringing his veſſel into an un- 
. civilized port, and the credulity of the paſſengers held up in a 
_ ridiculous light, for truſting themſelves among a ſavage tribe, 
unverſed in the tender offices of humanity, and unreſtrained by 
the laws of ſocial life. And to ſuch this recital will be of uſe. 
While the generous breaſt ſhall plead our cauſe, and make al- 
lowances for the frailty of our natures, thoſe worſe than Arab 
ſpirits ſhall be robbed of the enjoyment of their ſpleen, and of 
liberty-to paſs ſentence upon us, unheard, Entangled in a chain 
of ſands and rocks, without a correct chart to direct us, or a 
ſeaman- on board acquainted with the path of ſafety, there re- 
mained no alternative but to enter a port, that ſeemed to open 
her friendly arms for our relief. We were certain there were 
pilots here who could conduct us to Suez; and to eſcape ſhip- 
wreck at ſea, neceſſity would have obliged us to hazard ſlaughter 
aſhore, even had we not been taught to look for the moſt hoſ- 
pitable reception: It will appear in the courſe of this narrative, 
that had we not confidered the veſſel's ſafety prior to our own, 
our r lives had probably never been endangered, and we had 


A eſcaped 


: 
7 
| [ I : 


eſeaped a fund of dub and diſgittude: But to our ig- 


norance of the Arabian policy muſt our conduct be attributed, 
and that oppoſition,/ which ns a us to the brink of de- 
ſtruction. . 0 8 
As the advenetives which befel us in this . were either im- 
- mediately committed to paper, or as ſoon as I could regain a 


communication with the pen, I will beg leave to deviate from the 
mode which 1 have hitherto obſerved, and keep a diary of our 


future tranſactions. A tale of diſtreſs is not only more intereſt- 
ing when thus divided, but more capable of ſpirit and accuracy. 
I aſk not the colours of fiction to heighten a picture, which 


cannot fail to affect, when repreſented 2 the e touches 
of nature! 


* 


WE DN ESD A YT, uu May 1777. 


| On the afternoon of this day we anchored at the entrance of 
Yambo harbor. We had ſcarcely taken a view of the town 
through our glaſſes, when we perceived a boat rowing towards 


us, which brought on board an Arab of a venerable and pleaſing 
aſpect. His appearance beſpoke him of no common rank, and 
we preſently found that he was a Shaik, and one of the members 
of government. This perſonage was charged with the compli- 
ments of the governor, or as he 1s here ſtyled, the Vizier of Yambo, 
and his congratulations on our arrival in a port, where we ſhould 
want for nothing that was in his power to afford. Refreſhments 


we were in little need of. But our ſpirits were elated with the 


proffer of a pilot, which the vizier juſtly Ae to be the motive 
of our errand, - 


In a few minutes a ſecond 1 8 our veſſel, from 
which aſcended an Abyſſinian ſlave, handſomely cloathed and 


armed after the faſhion of the country. He proved to be one of 
i | : — — 
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the vizier's guard, and came with an invitation from hrs maſter, 
to favor him with our company on ſhore. We were much taken 
with the freedom of theſe people's behavior; and though they 
acknowledged to us, that no European veſſel had put into their 
port before, we entertained no diſtruſt of their ſincerity, and 
readily promiſed to take advantage of the vizier's politeneſs. 
There were ſeveral of us in the ſhip who talked the Moor * 
guage, and were equally deceived by the old ſhaik, who was a 
Patan, and underſtood it perfectly. He converſed with doch : 
eaſe and gravity of face, that the eye of ſuſpicion might have 
been lulled aſleep, and age itſelf relaxed of its ſeverity of opinion. 
After regaling them with coffee and tea, of which they wil- 
 lingly partook, we diſmiſſed them with advice of our intentions 
to go on ſhore in the morning. The preliminaries were adjuſted ; 
and we agreed to ſalute the fort at Tae, when theſe meſſen- 
os e to come on board for us. 


THURSDAY, 8th Mar. 


I was awakened this morning by the veſſel's ſalute, which 
was irregularly returned by the fort. As ſoon as breakfaſt was 
over, I went into the long-boat with the captain, two ſupercar- 
goes, our interpreter, and three paſſengers, who are bound for 
England as well as myſelf. We were accompanied by our ſer- 
vants in a fiſher- boat, and about the middle of the harbor, were 
met by the old ſhaik, the Abyſſinian, and others of the vizier's 
train, who had been ſent to conduct us aſhore. As we paſſed a . 
decayed caſtle on an angle of the fort, a very laughable incident 
occurred. A gun was fired from thence to welcome us to Vam- 

bo; but ſuch a quantity of rubbiſh fell down from the ſhock, 
and ich, a Cult, obſcured the place, as med ately interrupted 
the 
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the ſalute, at induced the garriſon to conſult their own ſafety, 


by an omiſſion of the compliment intended us. Indeed, fa 


ruinous an appearance did the walls and buildings of this town 


exhibit, which had not probably been repaired ſince the days of 


Mahomet, that our contempt of it increaſed to a degree, that 


would have ridiculed the idea of danger. At our landing we 
were met by ſome officers of the vizier's. houſhold, and uſhered 
in great ſtate to an apartment by the ſea-fide. Here were afſem- 


bled ſundry of the principal inhabitants, who were ſeated on 
carpets, agreeably to the oriental cuſtom. There were chairs 


provided for our reception, and we were * with ae ns 
e a 

After an howr 8 ; delay, at which we RS har 6 3 
ve have fince been able to account for, the vizier ſent to ac- 
quaint us of his being ready to ſee us. We were accordingly at- 
tended in the ſame manner as before, to a building within the 
fort, and introduced to this miniſter. He received us fitting ; 
it being unuſual with the Arabs to riſe up, to ſalute thoſe of an 
inferior rank. We advanced however, towards him, by the di- 
re&ion of our interpreter; on which he put his right hand to 


his breaſt with a ſlight inclination of his head, and gave it to 


#2 each of us, as a token of his amity. Of all. the Muſſulmen 


whom I have yet ſeen, the vizier of Yambo is the faireſt. With- 


out: the mixture of red and white, that diſtinguiſhes Europeans 
from Aſiatics, his eomplexion did not yield to any of our com- 


pany. His eyes black and ſparkling; 3 his naſe aquiline, and his 


countenance expreſſive of great ſweetneſs: and ſenſibility. He 


ſeemed to be between thirty and forty years of age, and was not 
the leaſt embarraſſed by the preſence of ſtrangers, whom he only 
knew by report. We had been ſurprized at the deportment of 
the vizier's ſervants yeſtexday, But that was a ſcene of little 
— Tak 3 . 5 admiration, 
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N admiration, when compared with the audience we now obtained. 
The impreſſion will never be effaced from my mind. The 
powers of Garrick would, if poſſible, fall ſhort, to ſupport the 
countenance and addreſs of the vizier during an interview of 
two hours, in which ſuch com plicated deceit and villainy were 
uſed, as throw the crooked politics of Machiavel far behind! 
After the firſt ceremonies were over, and the coffee and per- 
fames brought in, the vizier repeated his offers of affiſtance. . 5 
He profeſſed a great reſpect for the Engliſh nation, and a regard 
for the nabob of Arcot in - whole ſervice the captain had de- 
. clared himſelf—for his generous attention to the poor of Mecca. 
| He flattered us with the proſpe& of getting eaſily to Suez; 
- as we were in want of a pilot, he ſent for the captain of the 
ST port, to examine him in our preſence, touching our future-paſ. > Sas 
k | ſage. Nothing could be more plauſible: than this behavior. 
3 We were profuſe in our acknowledgments of the miniſter's 
goodneſs, and little imagined that the man who was ſummoned 
before us, had been nn for the purpoſe, ne our ſtay at 
the ſhaik's houſe. 

In a ſhort time this officer Amed and was queſtioned by 
the vizier himſelf on the certainty and length of our voyage to 
Suez. The particulars of this converſation were conveyed to 
us by our interpreter, who ſtood between them. It had long 
been our fear, that the ſoutherly. winds were exhauſted, and 

chat the northerly monſoon. was about to ſet in; which would 
_ inevitably prevent our further progreſs. And it was on theſe: 
points that the pilot inſiſted. He expreſſed his doubts of 
making the paſſage, and his apprehenſions of endangering an 
Engliſh veſſel; the conſequence of which he could not anſwer. 
At length he poſitively declined the undertaking, as hazardous 
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and impracticable. Much argument did the vizier uſe to render hs 5 
him compliant. He threw out the. lure of the reward, which 
EE N 
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his ſucceſs woud entitle him to; and even affected to be ſhocked 
at his preſumption and puſillanimity. He ſubmitted the matter 


to ourſelves, and offered, if we pleaſed, to ſend the pilot in 


irons on board our veſſel. To this violence it may be ſuppoſed, 
we univerſally diſſented; at the ſame time that we declared our 
ſenſe of this mark of the miniſter's friendſhip. The head pilot 
was therefore diſmiſſed, and another ſent for, whom the vizier 
pretended to judge would be more tractable. But with him 


we had no better ſucceſs. He was equally backward with the 
former, to take charge of the veſſel; and after much futile per- 


ſuaſion, the miniſter turned round to us in Coming trouble, and 
expreſſed his regret at our bad fortune. 

The captain now totally abandoned all thoughts of 1 
further; and was content with the promiſe of a pilot to carry 
him to Judda ; the port to which the ſhip was ordered, in caſe 


of the loſs of her paſſage to Suez. The travellers deſtined for 
Europe, now preferred their petition. We requeſted a boat, to 


tranſport us to Suez with our baggage ;_ and informed the vizier 
of our being ſeverally charged with packets for the Eaſt India 

Company, both from the nabob of Arcot and the governor of 
Madras. To this he gave a gracious aſſent ; and the pilot en- 
gaged to fit out a boat for us in five days. Nay, the price of his 
trouble was fixed at 50 dollars, which apparently exceeded his ex- 


pectations. Our conference had been ſpun out to a great length, 
and as our buſineſs was diſpatched, we made a motion to retire. 
It was our intention to have repaired immediately to the veſſel, 
where dinner was provided: but the vizier acquainted us at our 


departure, that he had directed refreſhments to be prepared for 


us at the ſhaik's houfe, of which he hoped we would partake. ; 


As the day was pretty far advanced, and we travellers were 
anxzous to adjuſt the particulars of our voyage with the pilot, 
we unwittingly ſwallowed the bait which was thrown out for 
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us, and returned. with the old ſhaik to his houſe, little dream- 
ing that it would become the theatre of Our troubles 1 bw 

On a candid review of the foregoing ſcene, even on the very 
os it occurred, I cannot charge my memory with a ſingle cir- 
cumſtance, by which the ſincerity of the vizier was liable to 
ſuſpicion. So well was the plot laid, with ſuch addreſs did the 
principal characters conduct themſelves, that never fiction ſo 
happily aſſumed the air of truth. The {lighteſt alarm would 
probably have prevented the conſequences which enſued, as 
10ne of us imagine the maik or his attendants were authorized 
to oppoſe our departure, had we made an effort to regain our 
boat, inſtead of returning to the houſe of our conductor. But 
we were lulled into a ſecurity, that was particularly ſtrength- 
ened on the part of us travellers, from an information which 
the vizier gave us. IWO Englith gentlemen had been recom- 
mended to his good offices by the Xerif his maſter; and he had 
diſpatched them with a packet to Suez, but a few days before 
our arrival. This circumſtance encouraged our hopes. We 
conceived the packet to be the fame, which a captain Dibdin 
was charged with from the uſurped adminiſtration at Madras; 
and we were emulous of not being dene in a race, Where 
we contended without reproach. + 

We had not been half an hour at wy ſhaik” 8 ni hs 
a meſſenger came to ſummon our. interpreter to the vizier's 
preſence. This man was an Arab by birth, and had performed 
a pilgrimage to Mecca; an act of devotion which every true 
Muſſulman undertakes, either in perſon or by proxy, before he 
dies. From this he had obtained the title of Hadgy. He was 
a ſhrewd ſenſible fellow, and proved of infinite ſervice to us in 
the ſequel, by letting us into the deſigns of his countrymen. 
He returned after a ſhort abſence, with evident marks of ſur- 
— in his countenance, . Which ſoon nee. itſelf to 


2 * 


8 our 


* _ ———— * 


— 


Pp 3 
ho 9 
5 — — = 
ran 6 ewes tener — —ę L “ 
2 — — a. — = 
_—_— 
— — ——— 2 
8 = —ͤ —— 
— — — , — — — —— — _ 
— 
7 *. 3 3 r — 2 Y ro 
y — — — — — — - — oy — - 
— — —— — — — = _ - _ — 
—_ MES» - -_ 2 — — * — = o 
An 8 © — % II pe * — — —— - — 


A q - 5 ä 
2 FT Pa _ 
* 
- = — — = — = _ 
— ä—U?y—ä—ñö ——— öͤ᷑ꝓƷä—äũZq pn — — — — ——— ͥ CY : 
— — —ä—w— ——— p ů ů ̃ — — — — — 
pa — — — DW 6 - N S — — 2. _ Een x cm =o 
- 
OE — — - = _ —— — — 2 
— — — 2 — — — —— — — po — p cy 
— — = . 0 « — 2 - — = — - — 
— . — — — — — — — — — — — — 
— Ao. — — — — 2 — en. nr 
— — — — * ay — — . 8 — 2 — — e— - — 
— —— = — — — — — — 
wa — — naw — — ——— - - — — — 
—— a ” — . — 
* 


1 26 


our breaſts, by the meſſage he brought. It imported, that the 
vizier could render us no afliſtance, until he received an order 
from the Xerif of Mecca concerning us; and that it would be 


adviſeable for the captain to direct the officer on board, to 
bring the veſſel into the harbor. Such a contradiction in his 


conduct immediately opened our eyes to the wrong that was in- 
tended us; and we began to think of the beſt method, to ex- 


tricate ourſelves from the ſnare we had fallen into. A retreat to 
our boat naturally ſuggeſted itſelf : but our deliberations were 


ſoon interrupted, by one of the company obſerving from a win- 


dow, that there was a guard upon the houſe. To be certified 
of this, I walked through an area that led to the gateway, 


which I found beſet by a troop of ſoldiers. There was now no- 
thing left us, but to put the beſt face on the matter. We ſent 


the interpreter back to the vizier, with expoſtulations on the 
duplicity of his behavior. We reminded him of our having 
come aſhore at his own invitation; and that he could not de- 

tain us, without a violation of the law of nations, and of hoſ- 


pitality: for a regard to which the Arabs were univerſally ce- 
lebrated. We demanded, what buſineſs he or his maſter could 


have with a veſſel, which had not entered their port, and was in 
want of nothing but a pilot, which it was at their option to 


afford her. We obſerved the odium that would attend ſuch pro- 
ceedings towards the property of a prince, to whom the Xerif was 


ſo much indebted, both in reſpect to the commerce which he 
carried on with the port of Judda, and the very valuable preſent 
that our veſſel had brought for the temple of Mecca. Finally, 
we warned him, not to offer any inſult to the Britiſh flag, which 
the moſt barbarous nations had been taught to reſpect. The 


interpreter was likewiſe charged to demand an audience for the 
captain, that he might argue the matter with the vizier. But 


this effort was unſucceſsful. _ The poor fellow came back with a 
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ww face, and brought a ſtrict injunction to the captain, to or- 


der the veſſel into the harbor, and a deſire that we would wake 
ourſelves eaſy, until the orders reſpecting us arrived, which 


would be in fix days at furtheſt. The captain's ſuit was declined, 
on pretence of the vizier's being engaged with company. 
We now conſulted upon the ſteps to be taken in this exi- 


gency. Our junction with che ſhip was infallibly cut off. The 
mariners who had been left to take care of the boat, had by this 


time, been ſent to the place of our confinement. From them 
we learnt, that our boat was carried to an unknown part, at 
the moment of their ſeizure. Our own detention WAS conſe- 


quently confirmed, and the eſcape of the veſſel from the hands. 


of theſe robbers — for ſuch we regarded them — was the point 
to which we turned our views. Indeed, we conſidered her as 
the anchor by which our lives were held. It was impoſlible to 


anſwer for the forbearance or humanity of people, who. had 
broken through the moſt ſacred precept of their religion, in 
their treatment of us, ſhould they once get the veſſel into their 
poſſeſſion, by whoſe: means alone the circumſtances of our de- 
tention could be brought to light. With our concurrence there- 


fore, the captain wrote a poſitive order to his chief mate, to 


weigh or ſlip his anchor, with the firſt favorable wind, make 
the beſt of his way to Judda, and there communicate our ſtory 


to the captains of the Engliſh veſſels. And even this ſcheme 
appeared to us by no means as ſafe or feaſible. The veſſel lay 


in a narrow channel, with ſhoals and breakers on each ſide of 
her; and the northerly. winds prevailed the greateſt part of the 
day, which obſtructed her departure. Add to this, that her paſ- 
ſage to Judda was dangerous without a. pilot; to the chance of 


procuring which, the officer muſt have truſted to the coaſting 
boats. But all obſtacles ſunk under the preſſure of neceſſity. The 


captain and ſupercargoes were more particularly intereſted in the 
E 2 preſervation 
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pivfirvation of the veſſel and cargo; and among the valuables that 
the paſſengers had on board, I chiefly conſidered a packet, Which 
a noble friend * had entruſted to a fellow- traveller and myſelf. 
We were, perhaps, ſingular in our concern for foe moveable 


or other. But we were unanimous in our deſire, that the veſſet 


which contained it, ſhould get beyond the reach of theſe ſpbilers. 


While our Interpreter was diſpatched with this letter t6 the 


vizier, to give a very oppoſite explanation of the contents, 


which their utter ignorance of our language enabled him to do 


with ſecurity, we ſate down upon a carpet, to partake of a fru- 
gal meal which the old ſhaik had ſet before us. It confiſted of 
ſtewed mutton, garniſhed with raw onions. -Flat cakes of flour 


were our plates, and our fingers ſtood us in lieu of knives and 
_ forks. Notwithſtanding the agitation of our minds, -and this 


unuſual method of eating, we made a ſhift to clear the diſh in a 
few minutes, to the no ſmall admiration of the ſhaik and his 
attendants. The natives of Arabia are very temperate in their 


diet ; and though we found that the lower claſs would drink + 


ſpirituous liquors to exceſs, we have reaſon to believe, that 
the better ſort generally adhere to the precept of the Alcoran, 
which forbids the uſe of them. Pure water is their common 
draught, and with this we were obliged to crown our meal. 

Our watches had adviſed us of its being paſt five o'clock, when 
the interpreter returned with an order to the ſhaik, to ſend a boat 


off with the letter. It now occurred to us, that the captain 


had better proffer himſelf to execute the vizier's pleaſure. His 
eſcape would have proved an additional ſecurity to the veſſel; 


and though we almoſt deſpaired of ſucceſs, we omitted not our 


endeavors to carry this point. The captain and the two ſuper- 


cargoes were ſeparately propoſed to be the bearer of the orders ; 


but all that we could obtain, in the courſe of two hours ſolici- 
1s »The right honorable Lord Pigot. 
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tation, was leave for a ſervant to go off with the letter. It was 
now near eight o clock, and we had the further mortifica- 
kion to be kept i in ſuſpence an hour longer, before the boat was 
ready. We felt for the fituation of the officers on board, who 
had expected our return to dinner, and had received no intelli- 
gence from us ſince we had been aſhore: We knew not what 
defigns might be concerting againſt the veſſel, which lay within 
half a mile of the coaſt; and until the officers aboard were cau- 
tioned of the danger, our general fate was undetermined. Night 
had thrown her ſable curtains around us, and treachery and ſtrata- 
gem, which ſhun the light, might now be buſy for our deſtruction. 
We were entangled in thoſe toils, with which the dauntleſs lion 
ſtruggles in vain. The pale glimmering of a lamp ſerved Juſt 
to afford us a ſight of each other, and the poſture of a part of 
our guard, who had civilly intruded themſelves into the room, 
where gentlemen, ſervants, and mariners, to the number of twen- 
ty, were crouded together. The ſea ſurrounded three ſides of our 
priſon, and the other was ſecured by a ſtrong body, armed with 
matchlocks, piſtols, and ſabres. Though it afterwards appeared, 
that our ſituation could be more alarming than at this period, 
I ſhould think ſuch another hour dearly purchaſed with the 
wealth of the eaſt. I can truly affirm, that when death ſeemed 
unavoidable, when the miniſters of vengeance ſtood ready to 
perform its mandate, my thoughts were more collected, and my 
reſolution more confirmed. So preferable is the knowledge of the 
worſt which can befall us, to a ſtate of uncertainty ! 
But our minds were at length relieved by the arrival of the 
boat, which took our ſervant from the window of our apart- 
ment. A deſperate ſcheme now ſuggeſted itſelf for our eſcape, 
but was rejected, on a conviction of its folly, There was a guard 
in the boat as well as in our room; and we had obſerved ſol- 
diers planted on the walls, as ſpies upon our motions. To have 
4 : _ regained 
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regained our fronds; the only weapons we had brought aſhore, 
we muſt have betrayed our deſign. To make the attempt un- 
armed, would have been worſe than madneſs. We therefore con- 
tented ourſelves with adding verbal inſtructions to the ſervant, for 
the officer's poſitive departure, and prepared to take that repoſe, 
which the circumſtances we. were: under, might. allow of. But 
here, we reckoned without our hoſt. Sleep and we: were not 
ſo near, as we expected. The boat had not long left us, when 
we obſerved ſome of the domeſtics remove the carpets, which 
had been ſpread for our beds. We had not time to indulge our 
conjectures on this incident, when the old ſhaik appeared, and 
with much apparent concern acquainted us, that it was the 
vizier's order, we ſhould be confined in an upper apartment 
of the houſe during the night. The place to which he pointed, 
was a tower, againſt which our very natures revolted. The or- 
der itſelf had a black appearance; and though it turned out to 
be only meant for the better ſecuring our perſons, it is no : 
wonder that ſome among us ſhould attribute it to be a project, Z 
for the readier perpetration of their villainous purpoſes. In 
' ſhort, it was agreed upon to oppoſe the execution of this order 
to the utmoſt; and though actual reſiſtance was equally vain 1 
and hopeleſs, we found the good effects of not tamely ſubmitting $3 
to this indignity. The ſhaik was charged to tell the vizier, A 
that we would not go to the dungeon allotted us, unleſs com- : 1 
pelled by force of arms; and again to warn him of treating, us. 
| barſhly. And this commiſſion was ſo faithfully executed, that in 
about an hour, our carpets were returned to us, and we were = 
delivered from further perſecution for the preſent. _ . A 
Our ſpirits were much raiſed by the ſucceſs of this meaſure ; 4 
and we began to entertain hopes that no violence was intended 
us. Our late diſtreſs became the ſubje& of mirth; and we af- 
tected to regret, that our Tory would not be enriched with the 


adventure 
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adventure of the Wund tower. 90 betook ourſelves, without 
repining, to our humble lodging on the ground; and I enjoyed 


a very comfortable nap until day-break, although my noſtrils 
were plentifully regaled with the fumes of tobacco, from the 


pipe of one of our guard, Who had taken N in the is of a 
window UDOYE f 8 


FRIDAY, gth Mar. 


When I n this morning, Tz Wund our ſervant had re- 


cured; with an anſwer from the chief mate ; which expreſſed 
his concern for our ſituation, and his intention to get away 


with the firſt favorable wind, agreeably to the captain's direc- 
tions. This was very pleaſing intelligence; and we drank the 
coffee which was now brought us, without complaining of its 
being unpalatable. The Arabs never adulterate their coffee with 
ſugar or milk. Theſe are quite an European addition; as 18 
the caſe likewiſe with reſpect to tea, which is drank pure in 
China. I muſt acknowledge, that I prefer our method of pre- 
paring theſe articles of luxury; but were we to uſe tea and 
coffee in ſuch quantities as the natives of thoſe countries, we 
ſhould neither find them pleaſant nor ſalutary, when mixed 


with other ingredients. There is ſcarce an hour paſſes in the 


day, that coffee is not ſerved up here; and their coloons, or 


Pipes, are never from their mouths, but when they are at meals 


or aſleep. 


Our attention was engaged the whole morning towards our 


veſſel, which we could ſee very plainly from the windows of 


our apartment. The wind began to blow from the northward ac- 
cording” to cuſtom, and before noon encreaſed with ſuch vio- 
lence, as not yy to cut off the ie of her departure, but 


_ even 
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even to alarm us for her ſafety; as ſhe rode without the bear- 
bor, and lay expoſed to all the fury of the ſea and weather. 


We now plotted for the recovery of our boat; the abſence of 
which, with the prime part of her crew, might occaſion the loſs 


of the veſſel, in caſe of her parting her cable. For this purpoſe 

we diſpatched our interpreter to the vizier, who was entruſted 

to expreſs to him our doubts of the officer's obedience. We 
remarked that the wind blew into the harbor, and the veſſel had 
made no motion to weigh her anchor and ſtand in; and we at- 


tributed the officer's backwardneſs to his entertaining a notion, 
that the orders which he had received, had been extorted from 


us. As a means, therefore, of ſatisfying him, we propoſed that 


the vizier would permit our boat and mariners to go on board, 


with a ſecond order from the captain, and a declaration of our 


having done nothing by compulſion. At the ſame time we in- 
ſinuated, that the fight of our boat and people would overcome 
any ſcruples, which te officer might haue harbored. in his 


| breaſt. 


The whole day Was s ſpent in ihe negotiation, and we. nies 
to think it would prove fruitleſs, when this crafty miniſter was 
foiled at his on weapons, and allowed himſelf to be-egregioudly 
duped. An Arab boat with a guard, however, was ordered to 
accompany ours; and the captain wrote a ſecond letter to the 


officer, conjuring him to depart by the firſt opportunity, and 
to detain the ſhip's boat, and return our ſervant on the other. 


He alſo directed him to appear enraged at the contents of the 


letter, and to declare to the Arabs that he would ſail: at day- 
break. We took this opportunity to ſend on board for a ſhift 


or two of linen; a convenience which we had been two days 


debarred of, and which, in other circumſtances, would have been 
| Sulcently — in a warm climate, ] had ſeveral valuables 
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about me; but 1 had not a thought of preſerving any ki 1 
pillage, except the picture of a dear ſiſter, which I had worn 
for many years about my neck. From this boſom- friend did I 
now reſolve to part; and the moſt ſenſible pang which I en- 


dured in our captivity, was at the moment of my delivering this 


picture into the hands of the ſervant, who was going off to the 
veſſel. I was aſhamed of my weakneſs, and retired to a window 
in order to conceal a tear, which roſe in my own deſpite, from 
the fountain of affection! 

We were entertained by our hoſpitable ſhaik with a dinner, 
ſimilar to that of yeſterday ; with the addition however of water- 
melons, which are much larger and finer here than in India. 


It is but doing him juſtice to ſay, that he has behaved to us with 


the greateſt civility and attention; inſomuch, that our food is 
frequently ſerved up with his own hands. We were inquiſitive . 


about the. vizier's intentions, but could. get nothing. out of the 


old man, except exhortations to patience, and hopes of a ſpeedy 


anſwer from Mecca, The ſuſpence we live in, is the greateſt 


hardſhip which we labor under. In other reſpects, our ſitua- 
tion 18 ,as comfortable as priſoners could expect. Our very 
guard are as civil as their manners will admit of ; and though 
their preſence is troubleſome enough, we have hitherto met with 
none of thoſe inſults, which the petty tyrants of our own coun- 
try are ſo apt to exerciſe over the poor wretches in their cuſ- 
tody. Though we have fallen into the hands of an arbitrary 
government, we have not become-the prey of its ſervile and un- 
feeling inſtruments. 

About nine o'clock at night we were advertized of the return 
of the Arab boat, but without our ſervant or linen; the Arabs 
having been fo intimidated at the officer's affectation of anger, as 
to leave the veſſel with precipitation. This news was commu- 


F nicated 
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nicated: to us by our hoſt, who ſeemed much ſurprired at the 
preſumption of the officer towards his captain, Which he could 
by no means reconcile to his own ideas of ſubordination to his 
ſuperiors. Our only concern was the Want of the linen, and 

ſome liquors that we had ſent for. But we conſoled ourſelves 
with the thoughts of Procuring them in the morning by ſome': acei- Fe 
Wo or others 5 and the mean time ere oüͤrſelves to o reſt, 
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The laſt night! was paſſed | in the a0 manner as the firſt, ex. 
.cept that we were leſs crouded, by the departure of our boat” s crew; 
a circumſtance not immaterial in an hot climate, where our apart- 
ment did not meaſure more than ſixteen feet by ten. I roſe be- 
fore day- break, and geing out on a ſmall terrace bounded by the 
ſea, for the benefit of the morning air, was ſurprized at the 
ſound of female voices, which ſeemed at no great diſtance, I 
looked up, and found it to proceed from the windows above me; 
the lattices of which were now open, and filled with women. 
Theſe were members of the old ſhaik's family, and T httle ima- 
gined that we could meet with ſach treatment 1n the neighbor- 
hood of a ſeraglio. We had acceſs to but one room in this man- 
ſion; the upper part of which was conſecrated to beauty, under 
equal reſtraint with ourſelves. Had we been poſſeſſed of the 
true ſpirit of chivalry, we ſhould have gloried in our fate, that 
enabled us to wear the ſame chains which enſlaved the fair: 
and, regardleſs of our own deſtiny, we ſhould only have reſolved N 
how to eder theſe captive damſels from their enchanted caſtle. 
But alas! there was no Quixote among us and we ſhall remain | 
as a ſignal inſtance of the degeneracy of theſe latter times. 
1 liſtened attentively to theſe females, who were very Pen 


engaged ; 


* 
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engaged ; and; Moat Tama ſtranger to the Arabic 1 
judged from the motions which they made uſe of, that we were 
the ſubjects of their diſcourſe. I even flattered myſelf, that they 
were touched with pity at our ſituation, from the tones of their 
voices at certain intervals; and, though the romantic notions 1 
entertain of the ger ral tenderneſs and benevolence of woman- 
eee ene dered me too ſanguine in this particular, I 
have not the leaſt doubt but they intereſted themſelves in our 
ſafety, ' and would have contributed. towards our eſcape. As 
the hight dawned they found themſelves obſerved, and retired 
from the windows; but not without many reſpectful obeifances 
and looks of commiſeration. why | 
About ſeven o'clock the veſſel fred a gun FREY looked her 
foretopſail, the cuſtomary ſignals ſor failing : and we received a 
letter from the officer to this effect. This he had ſent by our 
{mall boat with two ſailors, whom he could well ſpare to pro- 
vide for our neceſſities, which were become preſſing. We now 
got a meſſage from the vizier, demanding the reſult of the offi- 
cer's determination. To this we replied, that he ſtill denied the 
captain's authority. over him, and was on the point of failing 
for Judda, with the account of our detention. Had this deſign 
been fortunately executed, the end which we had in view, would 
probably have been anſweted : for ſeeing his prey eſcape him, 
which was the hip, the vizier would, it is to be preſumed, have 
fent us after her in our boa, as lumber. too unworthy to be 
with-heldeo +; ee inet ib 25 Þ | 
By ab time the veſſel was in motion. The rocks had cut her 
cable as her crew were weighing her anchor, and ſhe ſWung bo- 
dily towards a reef of breakers, before they could bring her up 
with another anchor. At this moment we taſted the bitterneſs 
of anguiſh, We plainly ſaw the veſſel driving on deſtruction, 
and led idle ſpectators of a misfortune beyond our power to 
"Fx — 
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avert. Our captain himſelf, a man of ſkill and experience, gave 


her up as loſt; and we vented the ebullitions of our rage, in 
impotent threats, and idle imprecations on the author of our 


diſtreſs. The horrors of our ſituation ruſhed at once upon our 


minds. All hopes of relief would periſn with the veſſel, and 
we be left at the mercy of a race, the profeſſed enemies of our 


religion. The fears of detection might inſpire them with the 


worſt deſigns; and though our lives might be remitted us, the 
more grievous alternative of pining away our days in ſlavery, 
cut off from a communication with our friends and country, 


might be our portion. Nor were theſe the weak ſuggeſtions 


of deſpair. Every thing conſpired to darken the proſpect be- 
fore us. Our hoſt and guard had caught the alarm, and painted 


the danger of the veſſel in ſuch ſtrong colors to the vizier, 


as induced him to permit us to ſend our boat to her aſſiſt- 


ance. We gladly availed ourſelves of this circumſtance, though 


the immediate danger was over before the boat reached the veſ- 
| fel, which now rode at anchor within a fathom of the rocks. 
Had the wind encreaſed as uſual, her reſpite would have been 
but ſhort. But Providence decreed otherwiſe. The weather 


proved ſo moderate the whole day, as to allow the officer to 


warp her into her old birth again. 


While he was employed in a taſk that calmed the petite 


we were under, we obſerved a ſtrange boat paſs near him, and 
make towards the town. At the ſame time we heard the report 


of muſkets, but could not diſtinguiſh, whether it came from 


the veſſel or the boat. We cannot ſay poſitively, whether it 
was a ſcheme to entrap us, or that the vizier really ſuppoſed 
our people had commenced hoſtilities againſt the Arabs; but ſo 
it was: the boat had ſcarcely reached the ſhore, when the vizier 
ſent for our interpreter, to complain of the outrage, and to let 


us know that we had no o right to expect good treatment from 


3 him 


Ws 


= 1 
him hereafter. It was in vain, that we appealed to the teſtimony 
of the maſter of the boat, ho came to us of his own accord, and 
depoſed, that our people had not fired at him. That they had 
only brought him to, with a muſket, and offered him money for 
a pilot, which he had refuſed them. A formal demand was now 
made of our ſwords ; and we ſuſpected there was ſomething un- 
common in agitation, from the whiſpers of our guard, and the 
frequent meſſengers that came to and fro. One of our company 
obſerved a body of ſoldiers marching towards the place, where 
our veſſel lay; and not a ſtone's throw from us, we ſaw them 
unlading a boat of ammunition, which they had tranſported 
acroſs an arm of the ſea, that runs into the town at high water. 
Theſe. preparations plainly indicated their deſigns on the veſſel, 
againſt which we had previouſly cautioned the officer to prepare 
himſelf. The Adventure carried eight 3-pounders, beſides ſwivels ; 
and we had not the leaſt doubt of her repelling the. whole of their 
force. But we were unacquainted with the policy of the Arabs, 
who truſt to craft for the accompliſhment of their wiſhes ; and 
only affect reſolution, when they can do it with impunity. 
The hills now re-echoed with the ſound of cannon ; which 
we learnt was a ſummons to the neighboring tribes to join the 
holy ſtandard, which is ſet up in times of danger. And this 
was a prelude to a ſcene, that threatened to end very. tragically. 
We were ruminating on the iſſue of this extraordinary adventure, 
when the Arabian muſketry began to play briſkly on the veſſel. 
As a part of the fort ſkreened the action from our view, we re- 
tired to the front windows of our apartment, where we could 
better obſerve the veſſel's motions. I had Thompſon's ſeaſons in 
my hand, and had, inadvertently, caſt my eyes on the ſublime 
hymn which crowns that delightful work, when a band of ruf- 
fians ruſhed into the room, and ranged themſelves directly be- 
fore us. Their appearance was rude, and their countenances 


very 
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very different from the people we had hitherto comte with 


They were of the roving race, and promiſed to prove worthy of 


the dark purpoſe in which they were engaged. The matches of 


their biggest were eee ant we tottered on the brink of fu- 


turity |— 


their religion. But the officer on board, had reflexion enough 


to conſider his countrymen aſhore. He felt for our diſtreſs; 


and was ſo cool as to bear with: their repeated inſults for the 


ſpace of two hours; although the muſket- balls flew into the veſ- 


ſel, and he was continually urged by the crew, to pour a broad- 


ſide among the troops, ſome of whom were daring. enough to 


wade into the ſea, within piſtol- ſhot of the veſſel. Nay, we af 
terwards learnt our ſituation had been ſo critical, that nothing. 
but threats of inſtant death, could prevent the ſailors from tak- 
ing to their arms; and the officer was obliged to parade the deck 


with a loaded muſket, to intimidate them. But it is not ſtrange, 


that we ſhauld apprehend other meaſures. We knew er 
ſteps they had taken, to facilitate the ſeizure of the veſſel; 

how long the forbearance of our people would laſt: and we ex- 
pected an engagement every moment, to commence between her 


and the ſhore. At this criſis we held a conſultation together, 
and it was unanimouſly reſolved, to demand a parley with the 


vizier, touching the delivery of the veſſel into his hands. Our 
interpreter was diſpatched to him, with this mortifying conceſ- 


lion. The matter was become too ſerious to be trifled with. We 


had the evidence of our own eyes, to deſpair of the poſſibility of 
the veſſel's eſcape, without a pilot; nor could we anſwer for the 
blood, which might be ſpilled through a fruitleſs obſtinacy. In 


this 


The villainy of the babe was now ene! They were 
endeavoring to provoke our mariners to return their fire; and 
we well knew, that the death of one Muſſulman is only to be 
atoned for, by the lives of ten Chriſtians. This is a precept of 


x TH 


tot 


this aul kalten I endeavored to collect myſelf 0% as to 
meet death with a becoming reſignation. * > T breathed a prayer 
for the welfare of my friends, and can truly ſay, that I ſhould 
have died in peace with all mankind. But the greateſt conſola- 
tion. which I found in this exigency, was derived from the ſub- 
lime hymn that 1 before mentioned. I read it over with plea- 
ſure, and felt my boſom filled with a prophetic confidence from 
the energy of the latter part ; which is ſo analogous to the ſitua- 
tion we were in, that I cannot reſiſt tranſcribing 1 It, though 1 1t 
15 s ſo well known to > perſons of taſte. | 


Should Fate command me to the fartheſt verge 
Of the green earth, to diſtant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to ſong ; where firſt the ſun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his ſetting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic iſles; 'tis nought to me: 
Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 
= In the void waſte as in the city full; 
Lo And where He vital breathes there muſt be joy. 
| | When ev'n at laſt the ſolemn hour ſhall come, 
And wing my myſtic flight to future worlds, 
I cheerful will obey; there, with new powers, 
Will rifing wonders ſing: I cannot go 
| Where univerſal love not ſmiles around, 
{1 . Suſtaining all yon orbs and all their ſons; 
ö Prom ſeeming evil ſtill educing good, 
Kein | 


A full hour and more, did we remain wider the alarming cir- 
cumſtances J have deſcribed, before we obtained the ſhadow of 
a reprieve, The fire of the muſketry was ſtill continued againſt 


1 „ „% the 
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the veſſel; and the miniſters of death ſtood over us, each ſcem- 
ing to have ſingled out his prey, in a fixed poſture and a mute 
_ reſerve.” At length our interpreter returned from his embaſly to 
the vizier. He was accompanied by three Arabians of diſtinc- | 
tion, who were come to pledge their words for the ſafety of 
ourſelves and veſſel. © The firſt of theſe, was the general of the 
troops at Yambo; and the other two, were the chiefs of the 
Arab tribes, who had been ſummoned to the vizier's aſſiſtance. 
A writing was drawn up, and figned by them ; to the obſerv- 
ance of which they fwore by their beards, the moſt ſolemn oath 
that a Muſſulman can take, The captain was now cited to the 
preſence of the vizier, to obtain a ſimilar obligation from him. He 
ſtaid only to drink a cup of coffee ; and brought back an hand- 
kerchief, which he had received, as a token of the minifter's ſin- 
- cerity. Pledges of this nature among the Orientals, amount to the 
moſt ſerious engagements. Whatever doubts we might entertain 
of their value, this was no ſeaſon to expreſs them; and we 
readily concurred in the captain's orders to the chief mate, to 
bring the veſſel into the harbor. We ſtated the matter to him, 
and furniſhed him with the aſſurances which had been given 
us, for our general ſecurity. The captain himſelf, harbored no 
ſuſpicions of their intention to plunder 'us; and I muſt own 
that I was of the ſame opinion. There was nothing very im- 
probable in the vizier's ſtory, now that we came to a right 
knowledge of it. This was the firſt European veſſel that had 
appeared on this part of the coaſt ; and he had written to the 
Xerif, to know whether he ſhould treat us as friends or not. 
It is not impoſſible but he conſidered us as ſpies, who meant 
to pry into the poverty and weakneſs of the country. Given 
to deceit himſelf, he might have held our tale of a pilot, as 
fietitious, z and our anchoring at the mouth of the harbor, as 
2 ſhallow 
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a allo. artifioes though Which he could n 1 would 
be as charitable in my coneluſions, as a chriſtian ought. to be, 
but muſt ſave to the e an dbenten. of his einen 
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The troops were recalled from the beach, and our r e 
gueſts withdrawn from our apartment. Hope once more dawned 
in our boſoms; and the diſappointed looks of the ruffians, who 
retired without having earned the wages of ininnity, left us 
no room to doubt of their inhuman commiſſioon. 

The day was too far advanced to think of moving the ell 
as the channel into the harbour is very narrow. It was there- 

Fond ſtipulated, that a pilot ſhould. go on board at day-break, to 
fetch her in; and that on her coming to anchor, her great and 
ſmall guns l piſtols and cutlaſſes, ſhould'be delivered over to the 
cuſtody of an officer, whom the vizier ſhould appoint for that 
purpoſe. This article was inſiſted upon by him, as the only 
means to quiet the minds of the inhabitants; who trembled for 
the ſafety of the town, while the cannon were on board; and 
could not ee 9 ne ars of pe. who had arms of art 
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tacit eee to be — name; Ni we were at ie 
rate content to ſubſeribe- to terms, by which alone we were 
permitted to return to the veſlel.. The boundary was paſled ; 
and we had no other reſource, than to confide in people who held 
us in ſubjection. We were heartily tired of being cooped up in 
a priſon, and wiſhed to return to the veſſel; where we ſhould at 
leaſt be rid of obſervance, and live agreeably to our own cuſtoms, | 
although ſaddled with the loſs of liberty. We ſpent the evening 
far more cheerfully than uſual, and found the guard leſs watch- 
ful of our motions, ſince the concluſion of the treaty. Our hoſt 
was particularly attentive to us; and regaled us, for the firſt time, 
with a ſupper. This is a meal almoſt unknown in Arabia; and 

ay As | 8 Was 


[ > 


[4+] 
was 1 by us in the light of a friendly banquet. We re- 
ſigned ourſelves, at our cuſtomary hour, to our carpets z where 


our imaginations were again diſturbed, by a review hes * un- ; 
pleaſing ſcenes. of the * day. To e 27/935 HOUR. 95 : | 


SUNDAY, 11th Mar. 


This proved by far the mblt backen day teur we had paſſed i in 
our confinement. We expected to have got on board to dinner, 
but were prevented by that indolent and perverſe diſpofition, 
which prevails among the Eaſtern nations: At eight o clock the 
pilot weighed the veſſel's anchor, and before nine ſhe brought up, 
within half a mile abreaſt of the town! We now received a viſit 
from Mr. Walters, the chief officer, and were advertiſed by him of 4 
the particulars which I have before recited, reſpecting the attack Z 
on the veſſel. Our thanks were juſtly due to this gentleman, on I 
whoſe firmneſs and diſcretion our lives had depended; and I em- 
brace with pleaſure, this public opportunity to declare our ſenſe 
of his conduct. The captain gave him an order, for the de- 
very of the arms to the vizier's officer, who' now accompanied 
him in a boat to receive them. They were landed in great form. 
The ſmall arms were lodged in the fort, and the cannon were 3 
mounted on a battery oppoſite our veſſel. This was meant to in- 1 
timidate us; though it was eafy to perceive, that a ſingle diſ- a 
charge would reduce the wall to ruins. Our ſwords were re- 
turned to us, with a compliment from the vizier; and we were 
in momentary expectation of permiſſion to depart. But the little 
_ philoſophy we poſſeſſed, was yet to be exerciſed; and Range WAS. 
he, who could the beſt make a virtue of neceſſity. | 
Frequent were the viſits of our interpreter to the miniſter in 
the courſe of this day: but no audience could he obtain. At 
noon he was retired to his where it was treaſon to diſturb, 
bum. 
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him. Now, he Was enga ed at dinner; and no he had com- 


pany with bim. FI As we ſaw every thing here through the me- 


dium of diſcontent, we conſidered theſe exc -uſes as mere eva- 


fions of his word; and ſhould he fail in that part of the treaty, 


where our living on board the veſſel was ſpecified, we had little 


reaſon to expect his fulfilling the reſt of it. Nay, the worſt of 


their former fears recurred to ſome of our party ; and though I 


was by this time pretty well reconciled to the malice of fortune, 
and did not torment myſelf by anticipating evils, I muſt confeſs, 
that appearances were not much in our favor. Our property, 


freedom, and lives, were in the hands of an imperious tyrant, 
who had ſecured us by treachery, and might only be reſtrained 


by fear, from falſifying his engagements. And to this principle, 


by which his tribe are generally actuated in political concerns, I 


truſted for our deliverance. The ſails of commerce are ever buſy 
in this ſea, and numbers of. ſmall veſſels had arrived at, and 


departed from this port, during our ſhort ſtay. Should the vizier 
be inclined to keep the tranſaction a ſecret, his own reflexion 


muſt ſuggeſt to him, that it muſt needs tranſpire by a ſea- con- 


veyance, ſhould he have influence enough to bar the communi- 
cation by land: and, whatever might be the tale he trumped up 
to deceive his maſter, the fact would at length reach him in its 


native colors. Such did I conceive to be the point, which was 


diſcuſſed during this delay. I imaged to myſelf the miniſter, 


ſhut up with bs, creatures in dark cabal, and flattered myſelf 


that his intereſt would teach him for once, to be honeſt. Nor 


was I diſappointed. The captain was ſummoned to the pre- 


ſence of the vizier, and returned with very gracious aſſurances 


of protection, and a licence to repair to the veſſel. In the whole 


courſe of my life, I do not recollect to have received more ac- 


ceptable tidings. We could not have wiſhed for a ſtronger con- 


firmation a the miniſter's ſincerity; and for my own part, I 


© | felt 
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felt a certain confidence i in the thoughts of being on board, l 
though we were deſtitute of arms, to protect us againſt vio- 
lence, and there was a guard' of ſoldiers to be ſtatiohed in the 
veſſel. But fo preferable is the notion of what we term our 
home, to that of a foreign place, that even in the midſt of 


danger and diſtreſs, we derive comfort from the partiality, and 35 


find ſomething therein, to flatter and to conſole us. 

The ſun was juſt ſinking in the boſom of the deep, when we 
put off from the ſhore. We had taken a very cordial leave of 
our hoſpitable ſhaik, and invited him to viſit us frequently | on 
board, when we obſerved the ladies of his family were aſſembled 


| to grace our departure. The old man s houſe was one of the 


largeſt in the town, and ſurrounded on three ſides by the 
ſea: and the windows. were now crouded with females, who 
waved | to us with their handkerchiefs, unperceived by thoſe be- 
10 W. The generoſity of the fair ſex might have atoned for the 
inhumanity of the men of Yambo, had we been able to benefit 
by their good-will. But what arms could they allail our perſe- 
cutors with, whoſe hearts were proof to the irreſiſtible violence 
of female tears ? and what hope could we derive from their gentle 
interpoſition 1 in a Mahometan region, where petticoat-intereſt i 18 


* 


at the loweſt ebb? Still be the tenets of this abſurd faith con- 
fined to deſart climes, and an ignorant race! Let them expand 
: themſelves through the. Namidian. waſte, and let the Py 


Arab cheriſh them in his mind! Never will they get footing 1 
more enlightened lands; never will they uſurp the led 
breaſt, which acknowledges the ſoft empire of And, and 


rejects all attempts | to. depreciate her worth, as 5 the dictates of 


8 


malice, folly, and' pride ! 0 3 | 


The evening was ſpent in a more Care manner, "han we 


had of late experienced. We enjoyed our own cuſtoms. with 


double ſatisfaction, ſince we had known the want of them; and 
our 
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cur winds were relieved from a load of ſaſpente, with which 
| they had been oppreſſed. We had obtained the vizier's leave to 


write to our friends at Judda; and we retired: to our beds, with 
the pleaſing expectations of being ſoon redeemed from captivity, 


| by the 3 ollen of our countr 7 men with the Xerif. 


MONDAY, 14 Mar 


The captain this morning wrote a ſtate of our caſe to captain 
Anderſon; who he knew was at Judda, with a ſhip in his charge, 


belonging to the nabob of Arcot. He entreated him to repre- 


ſent our wrongs to the Xerif of Mecca, and to demand our im- 


mediate releaſe, under pain of the reſentment of the Engliſh. 


This letter was ſent to the vizier by his deſire, that he might in- 
cloſe it in his packet. To guard againſt the double- dealing of 

a man ſo well known to us, we had the precaution to write a 
duplicate of this letter. This was folded up, and directed after 
the Arabic faſhion, by our interpreter; who ſecretly delivered 
it to a paſſenger in the boat, that waited to corny the vizier's dif- 


patches to Judda. 


I have ſaid, that there was a ſhip at jada in the ſervice of 
the nabob of Arcot, and that our captain had thought proper 


to declare the Adventure to be his property. It is not to be in- 


ferred from this, that the nabob is a maritime power, or is aim- 
ing to extend the commerce of his ſubjects by an attention to 
naval affairs. The fact is quite the reverſe. The trade of India 
wholly exiſts in the ſpirit and induſtry of the Engliſh. While 
their veſſels are exploring the iſlands that border on the Pacific 
ocean, and return with a freight that renders our ſettlements the 
mart of oriental productions, a ſhip or two is ſent yearly to 
Judda by the nabob of Arcot. Theſe veſſels, indeed, carry a 
cargo, and import in exchange, the products of Arabia. But this 


18 
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is the captain's. care. The only benefit which the nabob looks 
for, is the prayers of two or three hundred pilgrims, who are 
tranſported at his expence, to perform their vows at the moſque of 
| Mecea ! his ſhips. were ſo crouded this ſeaſon with theſe idle 
mendicants, that through the nabob's intereſt with. the owners, 
we had the company of above twenty of them in our veſſel. This 
was an honor we were by no means ambitious of; and from 
which we readily diſengaged ourſelves at Mocha, where they 
were landed to PO their journey in the beſt manner they 


could. 


evil to be complained of. T hey are ſuch an encouragement to 
idleneſs, and ſo deſtructive to the welfare of a country, where 


thouſands of the inhabitants are ſeduced from their families and 


habitations by a fanatic call, that we may conſider their tolera- 
tion as one of the ruinous principles of a Mahometan govern- 
ment. We have had an opportunity of obſerving the effect, 
which theſe pilgrimages have upon the manners and diſpoſitions 


of thoſe engaged in them. A froward ſpirit and a brutal beha- 
vior, mark the herd of theſe pilgrims. And we have been 
aſſured from good authority, that their mutinous deportment 


riſes ſometimes to ſuch a pitch, that the captains of the ſhips 
are obliged to put them in irons, for the preſervation of them- 


ſelves and crew. „ ; 
The occurrences aboard the Adventure being as unvaried, as 
may be imagined in a veſſel at anchor, I will omit the recital 


but of ſuch days, as produced any particular events ; which may 


be uſeful in curtailing a journal already, I fear, too prolix to 


eſcape cenſure. If we were uneaſy at the reſtraint we were un- 
der, we had no reaſon to complain of ſenſual entertainment du- 


ring the term of our detention. We were plentifully ſupplied 


with proviſions and vegetables, at an eaſy rate; and Apicius him- 
e 


The abuſe of reaſon in theſe aſcleſs ene is the leaſt 


. 
ſelf, might have taken a voyage to the Red-Sea, to have feaſted 
on the delicious fiſn with which the harbour of Vivo abounds, 
without the leaſt derogation. to the merits of the lam 0 rey of 
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71 e MONDAY, 10th May. 


Our patience was ety 3 e by tis time. But 
on the evening of this day, we were permitted to wait on the 
vizier, after many vain ſolicitations, to learn how ſoon we might 

expect our releaſe : the time appointed by him to obtain anſwers 
from Mecca, being expired. 

We went aſhore about five 0 clock, = were received by him 
in greater ſtate, than at our firſt audience. The room was full 
of armed men; and we could not but impute this uſeleſs pre- 
caution, to the terrors of a bad conſcience, which views every 
thing with a ſuſpicious eye. The evident alteration in the vizier's 

1 countenance and behavior, which were now marked with in- 
= quietude and reſerve, in ſpite of his efforts to conceal them, con- 
9 '1 vinced us of his having repented the ſtep he had taken. He 
1 made ſeveral enquiries concerning the power and commerce of 
1 the Engliſh in the Eaſt. Nor was there occaſion for our mag- 
—_ nifying their influence, to awaken his fears. He ſeemed very 
54 attentive to the deſcription of our ſhips of force; and could not 
help expreſſing his ſurprize, when our interpreter told him, that 
there were three men of war at Suez. As he was in an inquiſitive 
mood, we would not miſs the opportunity to impreſs him with 
ſentiments, that might ſerve to regulate his future conduct. But 
his pride at length, got the better of his timidity. For in the 
courſe of our converſation, when the actions of the Portugueze 
in this ſea, and their ſettlements on this coaſt, were brought on 


the carpet, he informed us, that the Arabian hiſtorians took 
notice 


E& } + 
notice of them; and added, with an air of triumph, that _ 
Portugueze were expelled Arabia by the great Sultan Selim. 
We were civilly diſmiſſed by the miniſter, with hopes of n 
intelligence from Mecca, and an invitation to take a view of the 
town, if agreeable to us. As there was a full hour to ſun-ſet, 
we readily embraced the occaſion to fatisfy our curioſity, and to 
uſe a little exerciſe, of which we had been fo long deprived. We 
had an officer to attend us, beſides two ſoldiers Who had accom- 
panied us from the veſſel. And we found this guard neceſſary, 
to keep' off the rabble that purſued us in our walk. The firſt 
arrival of a Cherokee Indian' in Europe, could not have begotten 
half the wonder that our appearance did here. If the commonalty 
of Europe are not more mannerly, they are at leaft better in- 
formed than the rude Arab. Bred up in utter ignorance of other 
countries, and bigotted to the prejudices of illiberal doErines, 
he is at a loſs to account for the production of a Chriſtian, whom 
his religion teaches him to hold in abhorrence and contempt. 
But if the rough minds of the men are hurried away into tlieſe ab- 
ſurdities, I muſt once more bear witneſs to the moderation of the 
Mahometan females, who plainly evinced to us, that their boſoms 
were made of . penetrable ſtuff.” As we paſſed through the ſtreets; 
the windows and terraces of the houſes were filled with women, 
who were inſpired with no illaudable curioſity to behold the 
ſtrangers. They neither treated us with ſcorn, nor followed us 
with curſes, like the ſavage throng below; but by their eager- 
neſs of obſervation, and attempts to engage our attention, be- 
trayed the ſecret ſymptoms of approbation. Nay, the facred 
thirſt of admiration, ſo predominant in the ſex, was not 
quenched in their breaſts. We obſerved many vails drop, as if 
by accident, as we paſſed beneath their owners faces, which were 
_ overſpread with a viſible confuſion, and verified the poet's idea 
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the port, from which the communication is more immediately 


carried on with Egypt. It is the general reſort of all the Ara- 
bian veſſels that ply on this ſea ; and has a very ſafe and con- 
venient haven for their protection, i in bad weather. Its ſituation, 
behind an almoſt uninterrupted chain of ſhoals and breakers, 


has hitherto ſecluded it from the knowledge of European navi- 


gators. But the charm is now broken; and as fortune has 
thrown it in our way, I have annexed a view of Lambo, with 


the ſoundings of the harbor, taken from an actual ſurvey, which 


Mr. Walters, chief officer of the Adventure, permitted me to 
copy from his draught. This will not only explain the critical 
ſituation that our veſſel was in during the attack, but may be a 
guide to future mariners, whoſe evil ſtars may throw them on 
this inhoſpitable ſhore. | Cs, 

The coaſt here is infinitely more barren than the environs of 
Mocha, the ſoil being too ungrateful to produce even the date- 
tree or furze-buſh, and is throughout a ſhining expanſe of ſand. 
The eye meets with no interruption, until it reaches the diſtant 
mountains, which bound the joyleſs proſpect. But if the beau 
tiful be wanting here, the ſublime exiſts in no ſmall degree. 
The mountains in the more remote parts of the world, em 
particularly appointed by Providence, to be the reſidence of rude 
and ſtraggling nations, unconnected by the laws of civil polity, 
and unambitious of rambling beyond the limits which nature 
has preſcribed them. The coaſt of Arabia is an evidence in fa- 
vor of this remark. The interior parts, from one end to the 


8 „ other, 
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4 exhibit what Shakeſpear emphatically calls, «« Heaven- 
kiſſing hills,” and the mountains .behind. the town of Yambo, 
rival, in height, the American Andees, or the Caucaſus of Aſia. 
This reſtraint, perhaps, has been the cauſe of as extraordinary 
2 revolution in the face of things, as the world has ſeen. Ma- 
homet kindled the flame, that under the Caliphs, ſtirred up the 
Arabs to break from their dark receſſes. Like the. fearful 
eruptions of Etna or Veſuvius, they burſt. upon the aſtoniſhed 
nations, and ſpread deſolation far and near. But the: calamity 
is paſt, though its effects ſtill remain. This deſtroying race are 
retired within their barriers again ; there to prey upon each other, 
until time ſhall ripen them for another grand event. 


FRIDAY, 23d Mar. 


Four days are now elapſed fince our viſit to the vizier, and no 
intelligence is come from Mecca. The year is nearly half-ex- 
_ pended, and we have not performed the half of our journey to - 
Europe. Beſides, we have the uncomfortable proſpect before 
us, of being obliged to travel in the heats of ſummer through 
Egypt. This idea was particularly aggravated by the ſcorching 
wind, that blew to-day from the land. It was well for us, that 
we had been ſeaſoned for this attack, by the land-winds ſo re- 1 
markable on the coaſt of Coromandel, or elſe the air would have 1 
been intolerable, and our blood been inflamed by the violence of 1 
the heat. Fevers would have been no eligible companions to 5 
conſtitutions, that had been expoſed to the effects of a long voy- 1 
age, and in want of a ſurgeon, to adminiſter relief to them. But 
it pleaſed God, that we ſhould maintain our healths in the 
midſt of our diſtreſſes, and experience a ſignal mark of his protec- 
tion, in the hands of our enemies. 
To add to the diſagreeableneſs of our ſituation, our guard 
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vas this day doubled upon the veſſel. The fails had been taken 


1 J 


down to be mended, on her coming into the harbor; and though 
the topmaſts were ſtruck, and her yards lowered down, the vizier 
excepted at our offering to replace the fails on the yards. He 
pretended to be apprehenſive of our departure, and ſent formally 


to demand our fails. The captain was juſtly nettled at this meſs 


ſage, which he could not but confider as a wanton inſult. He 
pointed out to the vizier's officer, the impoſſibility of the veſſel's 
eſcape. For not to mention the unprepared ſtate ſhe was in, 
the wind conſtantly blew into the harbor, and there was a ne- 
ceſſity for a pilot to carry her out. In truth, we were as much 
in their hands, as if the veſſel had been drawn aſhore. The 
captain, therefore, deſired him to inform his maſter, that if he 
wanted the fails, he muſt ſend people to fetch them, as he would 
not voluntarily give them up. This ſhew of reſolution proved 


2 check on the preſumption of this haughty baſhaw, who with- 


drew his demand; but at the ſame time, contrived to torment 
us with the company of the additional guard I have mentioned. 
The wind did not loſe its rage when the fun went down, but 
was ſo parching the whole night, as to oblige me to quit the 
deck, where I had taken up my lodging for the ſake of coolneſs, 


ever ſince our return to the veſſel. But this, to our great joy, is 


the only land-wind we felt here; which, from its direction and 
burning heat, probably traverſed the great deſart, which extends 


from the * to the coaſt of Paleſtine, ere it ſpent its oy 
8 oe us. 


SUNDAY, 25th Mav. 


Many camels have come in from the country within theſe two 


days, but bring no news for us. Theſe creatures are loaded with 


fruit and vegetables for the town; and with ſkins of water, 
. H 2 which 


Us 


' 
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which they feteh "Dy the vallies, for the uſe of the inhabitants, 
who can ern no water here, but what the heavens ſupphy 


them with. It generally rains about once in two years in Ara- 


bia Petrea; and then not a drop is loſt, which can be caught by 
the natives who live on the ſea- coaſt. They preſerve it very 


carefully in large reſervoirs, and make an article of trade of it, 
which, however, is ſold at a moderate rate. We have drank no- 
thing but rain- water ſince our arrival, and find it very whole- 
ſome and palatable; although ſome was brought us, which the 


old ſhaik declared to be ten years old. Whether he may have 
exaggerated the age of it or not, it is certain, that they have lit- 
tle or no rain in this country. But the want of it is amply ſup- 


plied by the heavy dews that fall at night, and make the ground 
appear as if moiſtened by a ſhower. Thus 1s the vegetable 


brought to perfection, thus are the trees ſupplied with Never- 


failing fruit, and the vallies covered with eternal green. 


A caravan arrived this forenoon from Medina, which is but two 
days journey from hence. This was the firſt I had ſeen, and 
though it conſiſted but of 4 or 500 camels, I muſt confefs my- 


| ſelf to have been much ſtruck with the grandeur and novelty of 
the ſight. We diſcerned it from afar, moving onwards with a 
quick though ſolemn pace, and as it paſſed near the beach, we 
could diſtinguiſh with our glaſſes the economy of the whole. 


The major part of the camels were loaded with merchandize, and 


the reſt carried the travellers and the principal camel-drivers. 
The ſun was in his meridian, and not a cloud obſcured the hea- 
vens, nor a breath diſturbed the ſurface of the deep. The natives 
were retired to the inmoſt receſſes of their habitations, and not 
a beaſt was ſeen abroad, fave the patient camel, that now braved 


the fiery ray, and marched with ſteady ſteps, beneath the united 
preſſure of hunger, thirſt, and heat! While the wooden bark 


* the deep, and wafts from ſhore to ſhore the produce of 
"© 131 each 
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N Sun, this living veſſel traverſes the pathleſs waſte, fraught 


with the precious, treaſures of the Eaſt. A caravan of camels ex- 
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ploring the wilds of. Arabia, with nothing i in view but ſand and 
ſky, and conducted by the planets to its deſired haven, may well 
be likened to à fleet of veſſels, which are not more uſeful in: 
their way, or wonderful i in their ſtructure. - As the ſhip alone 
can outlive the ſeas, in Which the weaker boat muſt periſh, ſo 1s; 
the camel peculiarly. adapted to a region, in which no other claſs. 
of beaſts could bear fatigue. He too experiences the chance of 
| ſublunary things. His mighty ſtrength, his dauntleſs heart ſink 
beneath the whirlwind! s rage, and like the towering ſhip, which 
winds, and. waves aflail with ceaſcleſs fary he yields at length to 
inevitable fate. | 
Our expectations were wound up to the higheſt pitch this 
evening, by the return of the boat which carried our packet to 
Judda. | But theſe were ſoon let down by the information of our 
interpreter, whom we had ſent to the vizier to learn the news. 
The boat he found had not waited for anſwers; but we had 
reaſon to expect them before now by land. The return of the 
boat in ſo ſhort a time, was however a matter of conſolation, as 


it evinced the poſſibility of our getting to Suez, though the 
wind 1s contrary for the greateſt part of the n 


TUESDAY, 27th Marv. 


"We oſerach two Tas Aung with uncommon expedi- 
tion towards the town, yeſterday evening, and flattered ourſelves 
with the thoughts of their bringing, our diſpatches, Nor were 
we deceived. The vizier ſent for our interpreter, to acquaint | 
us, of his having juſt received orders concerning us, which he 
would communicate in the morning. This ſhort delay was mor- 


tifying 


{ 54 ] 
tifying enough, but we had long learnt to have recourſe to pa 


tience, as the only remedy in our preſent ſituation. 


The craft and deceit of theſe people are equally great and 
inexplicable. To lye for the ſake of falſchood, and to over- 
reach in matters of no- moment, are paradoxes peculiar to the 
Arabians. Were the enthuſiaſts in vice to think, that; like vir 


rue, it is its own reward, the conduct of the vizier would not 
need a comment. But, why he ſhould conceal orders which he 


muſt ſubmiſſively obey, or trifle with our anxiety when we are 
at his mercy, is beyond the reach of thought to fathom. We wait- 
ed this whole morning in expectation of a ſummons, according 


to his voluntary promiſe. Diſappointed in this, we ſent our in- 


terpreter to beſiege his gate in the afternoon, who at duſk, re- 
turned with an appointment for an audience the next morning, 
but with no manner of apology from the miniſter, for his ex- 


traordinary behavior. We bore the flight with a good grace; 
and in the height of our charirable ſuggeſtions, framed excufes 
for his neglect, and were ſanguine enough to believe, that the 
morrow would put an end to our ſuſpence. But we knew not 


the race we had ſtumbled upon. Our dealings had been hi- 


therto confined to people, who have ſettled principles of action: 
and, whether fpurred on by intereſt or guided by fear, we were 
ſenſible of what we had to expect from the natives of India. But 


here judgment is at a ſtand. No penetration can unravel the 
mazes of inconſiſtency, no reflexion account for the ſudden ſtarts 


of barbarous pride ! 


WEDNESDAY, 28th Mar. 


This day was paſſed, like the foregoing, in vain applications and 
idle repinings. aber the inſult. was . by the vizier's 


9 refuſing 


r 
r 
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eefulings even to ſee our interpreter, — He endeavored, it is true, 
to ſweeten the bitter potion, by pleading buſineſs as the reaſon. 
But we were by this time, too well convinced of his inſincerity, 
to ſwallow the excuſe. with our ufual facility. Our ſtate was 
now more deplorable than ever. The arrival of a diſpatch from 
Mecca, had pro uced nothing in our favor; and we beheld the 
period which we had aſſigned to our detention, eſcape, without 
diſcloſing the fainteſt gleam of hope. 

If ſuch were the. clouds which obſcured our e ee was | 
pect, how were our imaginations fitted to encounter the ſcene 


- which approached ; worked up as they had been by a ſeries of 


complicated villainy, to apprehend the utmoſt malice of man- 


kind! We had ſupped as uſual, and ſome of our company were 


retired to their cabbins, when a report was made to the officer 
upon watch, that there was a boat along-ſide of the veſſel. I 
happened to be on the quarter-deck, and was ruminating on 
the ſtrangeneſs of the circumſtance at fo late an hour, when ſe- 
veral armed men. approached us without ceremony, and imme- 
diately joined their comrades, who commonly mounted guard on 
the aftermoſt part of the deck. Their appearance was as much 
a matter of ſurprize to our ſtated guard, as to ourſelves. And all 
we could gather from them, by dint of repeated inquiry, was, that 
they had orders to remain on board the veſſel until day-break. 
It is generally allowed, that an air of myſtery renders the moſt 
trivial incident of conſequence, as every object looks larger, that 
is ſeen through a miſt. At this moment the alarm was given, 
that there was a guard-boat on each bow ; whereas, we had 
heretofore had the company but of one. Wearied out with a 
ſucceſſion of diſappointments, and impreſſed with the moſt un- 


favorable ideas of the people we were among, it is no wonder 


that we gave way to conjectures, by no means to the: honor of 
the vizier's principles, We had too great confidence 1 in the com- 


mexgial 


[5 ] 
mercial connections between the Engliſh and the Lexif, to Care 


pect that any harm would befall us by his directions. But on 
| any other hand, the miniſter might! be We- to foment 


perlinbed i in the Ane game which he had bert playing, and = 
was not to . ſolved: Ou es maxims "of 67 ways n intents were : BM 
te to be ee Had they Þ been at s, diet was no 
occaſion for the farce which he had been playing. F or, what 
rational creature is ſo abandoned to humanity, © as wantonly to 
deſtroy thoſe who have never offended him, or lengthen miſery, 
which it is his intereſt to ſhorten? our lives and property had been 
long at his diſpoſal; and it was not reaſonable to imagine, that 
he would delay the ſentence which would ſecure the prize, had 
he authority or inclination to execute it. We had been witneſſes 
to ſo many inſtances of his folly and caprice, that it was not im- 
probable, but this adventure would terminate witliout Prejudice 
to us. But it muſt be confeſſed, that no little ſhare of reſolu- 
tion is neceſſary for the ſupport of ſuch argument, where reaſon 
is too weak to oppoſe the evidence of our ſenſes, and reflexion 
is loſt in the tumult of the ſcene before us. Our minds by de- 
grees reſumed their wonted calm, and we retired to reſt, with no 
other fafeguard but the eye of a beneficent God, without whoſe 


regard there is no protection for the e monarch, ſur- = 
need br his f WS: e e _—_— 
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THURSDAY, 29th Mar. 


! 


1 he Waben of day: eres us fr theſe unwelcome gueſts, 1 
Wen mably to their report; and the vizier, aſhamed, as we ſup- -_/ 
poſe, of the tranſaction, had the grace to pretend àn utter igno- 

rłance of it. On our remonſtrating againſt the violation of the - xz 
LEST © | compact ; 
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compact between us, he laid the blame on the general of FY 


troops, who had committed ſome miſtake in iſſuing orders 
relative to the veſſel. This proof of his being yet ſenſible of 
ſhame, gave us hopes of an amendment in his behavior, and 
encouraged the captain to preſs the vizier for another interview 
for himſelf only, which he now condeſcended-to grant. Though 
productive of no real advantage, we derived great conſolation 
from it, as the captain fairly extorted from him the reaſon of his 
late reſerve. He acknowledged, that his inſtructions concerning us 


were come; but that nothing could be done in the affair, until 


the arrival of the Shawbunder, or captain of the port of Judda, 
whom the Xerif had ordered to Vambo, to adjuſt the terms of 
our departure. We had long ſuſpected, that the vizier's deſigns 


were to extort heavy duties from the veſſel; and were pleaſed to 
hear, that thoſe duties were to be regulated by the port of Judda; 


which, though unreaſonable enough, will certainly come more 


within the bounds of equity and juſtice, than the conſcience of 
this Arab might have demanded. 


As the name of the Xerif of Mecca ſo often occurs in this 
narrative, and as his power and influence ought proper ly to be 
aſcertained, for the elucidation of the part he bore in our deten- 


tion, I will endeavor to throw ſuch light upon them, as oppor- 


tunity and inquiry have afforded me. 
The Xerif of Mecca is, in moſt reſpects, on the reciting of the 


Pope in the. earlier days of Chriſtianity. He is ſovereign Pontiff 
of the Mahometan church, and a temporal as well as ſpiritual 
prince. Since the extinction of the Caliphs, whoſe apparent 


ſucceſſor he is, he holds his dominions as fiefs to the Turk; and 
is more indebted to the zeal of ſuperſtition than to the terror 


of his arms, for the ſupport of his dignity. A prodigious de- 


cline indeed, from the importance of thoſe Caliphs, who reigned 
the maſters of the Eaſtern world, and hook the neighboring 
Is kingdoms 


1 - 
kingdoms of the north with dire diſmay ! But ſhrunk as he is 
within the limits of a province, where the Mahometan 'great- 
neſs firſt originated, the Xerif, in two inſtances, exceeds the 
Popes in the fulleſt plenitude of their power. His honors are 
hereditary ; to poſſeſs which, he muſt prove his deſcent from the 
Prophet: and the extent of his influence reaches as far beyond 
that of the Popes, as the perſuaſion of Mahomet beyond the 
Papal tenets. The remotęſt corners of the Eaſt pay homage to 
his title. The way-worn pilgrim ceaſeleſs toils from Teflis' 
towers or Meſopotamia's waſte, to add his little mite to the trea- 
ſures of Medina's temple ; while Afiatic princes, ſubahs of 
Ind, and ſultans of the Spicy Iſles, which weſtward bound the 
Southern ocean, enrich the Prophet's ſhrine with gems and gold. 
The large ſum of money which our veſſel brought for the ſer- 
vice of the Moſque, as a peace-offering from the nabob of Arcor, 
on the deceaſe of his daughter, is a corroborating evidence of 
the enthuſiaſm of Muſſulmen. It amounted to one lack and an 
half of rupees, which is near J. 20, ooo ſterling, and was the 
gift of a prince, whom the world need not be told is fo in- 
volved in debt, as not to require this drain to exhauſt his mort- 
gaged revenues. | 

The territories of the Xerif lie in the heart of Arabia, and are 
about three hundred miles long and one hundred broad. Beſides 
the cities of Mecca and Medina, to which the caravans annually 
bring the produce of diſtant countries, his revenues are con- 
ſiderably augmented by the commerce, that is carried on with his 
ports of Yambo and Judda, by the veſſels of Africa and India. 
Whatever ſanctity he may pretend to, or indifference to the con- 
cerns of this world, like other hypocrites in religion, he prefers 
his own intereſt to that of his Maker; and uſes his name as an 
inſtrument, to advance his own dignity and riches. The cara- 
vans, which profeſſedly ſet out on a mou journey to Mecca, are 


255 5 | | 5 more 
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more encouraged by this Pontiff for the ſake of his own glory, 
than that of the Prophet ; as the valuable goods they convey, and 
the high duties impoſed upon the deluded merchants, ſufficiently 
atteſt. - But what perſuaſion is there among the frail race of 
mankind, which is not open to perverſion, and liable to be diſ- 
«graced by abſurd rites, and idle ceremonies ? the divine purity 
of the Chriſtian religion could not preſerve its ſtream from be- 
ing tainted, by the machinations of prieſtcraft, and the intem- 
perance of zeal. Nor is there much difference in the folly of 
the belief, that founds ſalvation on a pilgrimage to the temple of 
Mecca, or to the houſe of my lady of Loretto ! 
I) be preſent Xerif is a youth under twenty years of age, and, 
wad 1s remarkable on account of his family, he is as black as a 
negro. He has been ſeen by ſome of our countrymen, but 
this 1s not a common thing, as he ſeldom ſtirs from Mecca, to 
the neighborhood of which place, and Medina, no approach is 
allowed to Chriſtians. Nay, to ſuch a degree has their con- 
tempt of us ariſen, that neither at Mocha, Judda, nor Yambo, 
will they ſuffer a Chriſtian to go out at the gate, which looks 
towards Mecca. One of his Majeſty's frigates was at Judda laſt 
I year, to ſettle ſome articles of trade between the different na- 
1 tions; when the Xerif himſelf made an excurſion to Judda, on 
1 purpoſe to pay a compliment to the Britiſh flag. He went on 
board the frigate ; and, to teſtify his ſatisfaction at the activity f 
the ſailors, and the diſcipline of the marines, he left a very 
princely gratuity to be diſtributed among them. On this ap- 
pearance of good-will 1 in the Xerif towards the Engliſh, we rely 
for redreſs in the injury we have received; though the courſe of 
juſtice may be delayed, by the miſrepreſentations of the knave, 
into whoſe clutches we have unfortunately fallen, 
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This morning we were delighted with the fight of two boats 
to the ſouthward. As they came into the harbor, we learnt. 
from our guard, that the ſhawbunder of Judda was in the 
foremoſt. But this ſunſhine was ſoon clouded by a meſſage from | 
the ſhore, which adviſed us that the perſon we expected, was in 
4 boat behind. We, who were bound for Europe, thought this 
à good opportunity to ſolicit the vizier for our departure to 
Suez, which he might, on certain conditions, wiſh to grant us; 
before the arrival of another officer to ſhare in the'profit, which 
he evidently meant to make of us. With his permiſſion, there- 
fore, my three fellow-travellers and myſelf paid him a viſit in 
the afternoon, when we were received with his wonted polite- 
neſs. We preſſed him for the immediate proviſion of a boat, but 
he pretended that nothing could be done until the ſnawbunder's 
arrival, except the order for a boat to be ready at a minute's 
warning. He concluded this aſſurance with a caution againſt the 
impoſitions of his people, and a requeſt not to give any preſents, 
but to ſuch as came expreſsly by his order. This was too plain 
to be miſunderſtood; and after our return to the veſſel, we 
judged it expedient to tender this miniſter a bribe. We found 
from long experience, that he was not to be moved by the 
force of words, and accordingly prepared a preſent, wherewith to 
melt his unrelenting breaſt. It confiſted of a diamond ring, a 
fine ſhaul, and a piece of gold ſtuff for a dreſs; and was an 
offering, rather extorted by neceflity, than ſuitable to the cha- 
racers which we aſſumed. This we ſent him by our interpreter, 
and had the pleaſure to learn that it was ' graciouſly received. 
We met in return, with a repetition of thoſe. aſſurances of his 
protection, which he had before laviſhed upon us. 
— — PE | cannot. 
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I cannot help relating bers a curious eireumſtanee of the di- 
vers of Arabia, whoſe ſkill exceeds that of any others which 1 
have read of. The maſter of a boat, which was juſt returned 
from Tor, offered to recover the anchor, which 1 mentioned to 
have been loſt by our veſſel, while ſhe was at the entrance of the 
harbor. As it lay in fixteen fathom water, the captain gave 

little credit to the fellow's pretenſions, but was willing to try 
the experiment, as much from a motive of curioſity as any other. 
The diver was to earn but a third of the fixed reward, ſhould his 
attempts miſcarry. He brought his boat to the veſſel to-day, and 
accompanied our long- boat, with an officer on board, to the 

mouth of the harbor. And from this officer I had the are : 
particulars. 

When they came to the ſuppoſed ples the diver went down 
in ſixteen fathoms, with no other preparation 'than a weight to 
his feet, and a piece of wood on his noſtrils, to prevent his 
fetching his breath in the water. There was a rope faſtened 
to his arm, by which he gave notice when heewanted to be drawn 

up. At the ſignal made, he was run up by his comrades with 
amazing celerity. He informed the officer that he had ſeen the 
anchor at ſome diſtance ; and taking a rope of ſufficient ſtrength 
to hold it, he dived again to an equal depth, and tied it to the 
ring of the anchor. Upon weighing it, however, it turned out 
not to be ours, but a large grapnel belonging to the annual 
Judda veſſel, which failed. from hence ſome months ago. After 
this diſappointment, to make good what he had aſſerted of his 
{kill, the fellow went down in c twenty fathoms, though 
the wind began to freſhen, and the ſea to be ruffled. He ſtaid 
between two and three minutes under water; according to the 
watch of the gentleman preſent. . Nay, after he came. into the 
boat, this amphibious creature did not take the preſſure from 
his noſtrils for near a minute longer; and appeared not in the 
leaſt 
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traſt fatigued or diſcompoſed. He affirmed, that upon ies, 


he can dive ſome fathoms deeper; and in a calm day, can ſee 


ten fathoms around him. That he can walk about with great 
aſe at the bottom of the ſea, and ſeparate branches of coral from 
the rocks, with an ax or a ſaw. As a proof of which, he pro- 
duced a large branch of coral, which he had taken out of a bay 
to the northward. I have a piece of this coral in my poſſeſſion. 
Anxious as he appeared to be for the recovery of our anchor, 
we have reaſon to believe that the poor man had been forbidden 


by the vizier to get it; as he means to turn it to his own ac- 


count, after Our departure. I am ſenſible that the divers go to 
a great depth, in the pearl-fiſheries in the Gulph of Perſia, 
where they are aſſiſted by machines of various conſtructions ; but 
ſuch a marvellous inſtance as I have related, of natural powers 
unaided by the efforts of art, ſhould have died in filence for 
me, had it not fallen, in a manner, under our immediate obſer- 
vation. 


The only recreation we enjoy, is ſailing about the harbor in one 


of the ſhip's boats. And this is rather connived at by our guard, 
than allowed of by the vizier, whoſe orders concerning us are 
very rigid. In the courſe of theſe cruizes, we have had oppor- 


tunities to make ourſelves well acquainted with the harbor, and 


to produce the plate which has been exhibited of it. But all 
our obſeryations tended nothing towards our own enlargement. 
There is but one channel into the harbor, and the wind con- 


ſtantly blows into 1t at this ſeaſon. It is not, therefore, the loſs 


of our guns, or the preſence of a guard, that detains us. Deſpair 


would furniſh us with arms to rid us of this obſtacle, were the 


door of eſcape open to our veſſel. 
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This morning the long- expected boat brought in the M 
bunder of Judda. At nine o'clock he came aboard the Adventure, 
and delivered our captain a letter from the Xerif himſelf, and 


another from Captain Anderſon. The firſt letter contained per- 


miſſion for the captain to go where he pleaſed, on paying the 
duties of the port of Vambo; an impoſition which is levied on 
all veſſels that enter the Xerif 's ports, whether they diſpoſe of 
their cargoes or not. If he preferred going to Judda, no duties 
were to be paid at Vambo; but in that caſe, the veſſel was to 
be given as a ſecurity, into the charge of the Xerif's ſervants ; 
and the captain and his officers were to proceed to Judda, on a 
boat which ſhould be provided for them. The vizier was like- 
wiſe directed to difpatch the packets, and the gentlemen who 
had the care of them, in a proper boat to Suez. Such was the 
ſubſtance 6f the Xerif's orders. They were in ſome reſpects, 
unreaſonable enough, and betrayed a greater regard to his own: 
benefit, than a readineſs to do us juſtice. But our ſituation con- 
ſidered, it will be eaſily believed, that we were more ſatisfied than 
otherwiſe, at the receipt of theſe tidings. 
The contents of Captain Anderſon's letter were not leſs agree-- 
able. After condoling with us on our misfortune, he tells us, 


that the Swallow ſloop of war, which had been on a voyage to 


Suez, was juſt arrived at Judda. That on learning our ſitua- 
tion, her commander, Captain Panton, had demanded ſatisfac- 


tion of the government, for the inſult that had been offered to 
the Britiſh: flag. It was plain from his letter, that the Xerif 
was unacquainted with this demand, when his inſtructions rela- 
tive to us, were forwarded to Yambo. But we doubted not that 
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our wrongs would be redreſſed, by the preſence of a naval officer, 
of the known ſpirit and humanity of Captain Panton, Captain 


Bacon and the ſupercargoes of the Adventure, would ſoon have 
an opportunity of making a perſonal application to him at Judda, 


on this head. But the gentlemen bound for Europe, thought 
it expedient to join with me, in a repreſentation of the damages 
* we had incurred, by the treachery of the Xerif's government. 
bo This letter we forwarded to Captain | Panton by the hands of 
4 Captain Bacon; and though no benefit may accrue to us from 
1" the refult, we ſhall be ſatisfied to hear that the inſult is en. 
25 by the interpoſition of the Britiſh arm. 
1 F Our proſpect of getting to England now- recurred $7 ten 
* fold pleaſure; and we were not willing to loſe a moment in tak- 
* ing advantage of the Xerif's permiſſion. The interpreter was 
in immediately diſpatched to the vizier, to remind him of his pro- 
4 . miſe. He returned with a Nokidah, or maſter of a boat, whom. 
of this crafty miniſter ' pretended. to have ſent us, that we might 
8 make our own terms with him. This modeſt fellow had the 
| 


confidence to aſk us 700 dollars and a dreſs, for the freight of 
his boat to Suez. I ſay freight, as we were to find proviſions, 
and even water, ourſelves. When the direct diſtance be conſi- 
dered, which ſcarcely exceeds 1 50 leagues, and the boat itſelf be 
examined, which is without a deck, and not ſo well found as 
"1:0 Corniſh fiſhing-ſmack, no one will pronounce the demand to 
"8 be within the bounds: of moderation, though preferred by an 
TX a Arab. But we were in abſolute want of the boat, and were 
fain to fee: ourſelves cheated, with our eyes open. We found 
this convenient agent inflexible in his purpoſe, and were glad to 
ſtrike the bargain at 650 dollars, the major part of which, we 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected, would go into the vizier's coffers. And 
this was the return which his gratitude ſuggeſted, for the preſent 
which we made him but we were obliged to keep our ſuſpi- 
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cions and our complaints, equally a ſecret, It was in the vizier's 
power to frame a thouſand delays in our undertaking, and con- 


ſequently; our intereſt to wink at an impoſition, by which we 
ſecured his protection. On theſe principles, therefor; e, Wwe agreed 


to give more for the hire of a boat, than ſhe was intrinſically 
worth. And, happy to eſcape from the ſnare which beſet us, 


we did ngt think our liberty dearly purchaſed, at the price of 


being handſomely fleeced. When this weighty matter was ſet- 


tled, the Arab retired, to give his employer the agreeable intelli- 


pence: of his ſucceſs, while we ws e ourſelves to a 
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diſpatch. By ſome blunder of the former, the cargo was or- 
dered aſhore; and though this procedure ſeemed to contradict 
the Xerif's commands, the captain could not diſpute the plea- 
ſure af the vizier. is the ſhawbunder's repreſentation, however, 
the cargo was forthwith: returned to the veſſel; but a bale of cal- 
licoes was miſſing. This was undoubtedly embezzled by the 
vizier and his people, who ſtoutly denied having received . 


though oppoſed by the teſtimonies of the ſupercargoes, and the 


officers of the Adventure. - Two days were ſpent in fruitleſs diſ- 


putes on this ſubject.; and there 1 is no pronouncing to what a 


length they would have been ſpun out, had not a ſeaſonable 


t which the vizier dropped, finally decided them. He affect- 


ed to declare, that as his honor was doubted, he muſt inſiſt upon 
things reſting as they were, until juſtice had been done to him 
at Mecca. ;There Made x no more, to convince us of the abſur- 
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1; The. lad E was employed in regulating ts 8 55 the 
veſſel. There was not the beſt appearance of harmony between 
the vizier and the ſhawbunder; which operated to retard her 
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Uity of perſeverance. againſt ſuch a character. We were aſcer- 
tained of his being capable of the blackeſt actions; and the cap- 
tain wiſely reſolved t to forego his ri gat, and 28 a TR NE "the 
whole cargo. | 
| Theſe vexatious tranſactions detained my fillow-travellers': aha : 
myſelf at Lambo, as the veſſel's departure and ours was to take 
place together. But every thing being now prepared for the pro- 
ſecution of our coaſting voyage, our debts at this place diſ- 
charged, and the boat we had agreed for, having been exchanged 
for another, which' the vizier, for reaſons beſt known'to himſelf, 
 - pitched upon for us, we this afternoon obtained our audience of 
leave of this extraordinary perſonage. We were received with 
that politeneſs and affability, which in miniſters of ſtate, cover 
a multitude of imperfections. Theſe are the bright ſides of po- 
tical characters, where an agreeable light is blended with the 
ſhades that overcaſt them. Had our knowledge of this man been 
confined to externals, we ſhould have quitted Yambo, with the 
moſt favorable ideas of his diſpoſition. But the brutality of his 
conduct could not be ſoftened by the poliſh of his manners, and 
the conviction of his treachery flaſhed through the vail of a 
ſmooth tongue and a winning addreſs. We were reſolved, never- 
theleſs, to appear ſatisfied of his ſincerity ; which, in truth, we 
now gave him more credit for, than ſince our acquaintance com- 
menced. He had no longer any probable motive to amuſe us; 
and the Xerif's commands are reputed to be held too ſacred, to 
be ſported with by his ſervants. We took in good part, the 
wiſhes he expreſſed for our ſafe arrival at Suez; and received 
the paſſport which he gave us for the ſecurity of our perſons, 
with entire confidence in the virtue of its contents. We took 
our leave of the vizier, amid a profuſion of high-flown compli- 
ments, which we had neither the capacity nor inclination to re- 
turn. The natives of the Eaſt are ſo habituated to this mode 
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of ſpeech, that well-turned compliments fall from their lips 
with inexpreſſi ble readineſs. And the Arabian language 3 is ſo ſu- 
perior in elegance to the reſt, that this people, in other reſpects 
ſo remarkable for their ſimplicity, exceed all other nations in 
the delicacy of * 2 4 and the en wildneſs of 


heir 1 images. | 
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This 1 been a bufy, as well as a joyful day for us. On , 
the eve of recovering our liberty, after a tedious: and. painful de- 
tention, like the birds who eſcape the cage which with-held 


them, and flutter abroad without a thought of the conſequences, 
we only rejoiced over the preſent moment, unheedful of the toils: 
we might fall into, or the dangers that might await us in coaſt- 
ing a wild and unknown ſhore, and, as the poet finely ſays, 
< with no other ſtay ſave innocence: and Heaven.” We could 
only provide againſt obvious calamities. We were well fur- 
niſhed with fire-arms and ammunition, to guard. againſt open 
attacks, and with rice and water, to. obviate the calls of hunger 
and thirſt. But the friendſhip of Captain Bacon ſet us above 
anſwering the mere neceſſities of nature. He ſupplied us with 
many articles, which might have been diſpenſed with in the voy- 

age which we had undertaken, had we meant to have kept a ta- 
ble ſuitable to our accommodations in an open boat. But he 
was willing that we ſhould. be as well provided as his ſhip would 


afford; and we could not in juſtice, refuſe him the pleaſure of 


crowning his, genteel behavior during a. four-months voyage, 
by this more material inſtance of his attention. It will appear. 
a myſtery to people in Europe, who are abliged. to pay. extrava- 


gantly for a paſlage from. one. kingdom to another, to learn. that 


the commanders, in general, in the country ſervice in. India, 
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think your entertainment Hilary: repaid by ths! pldaſars of 
your company; and are onfy ſtudious to render a paſſage agreea- 


ble to you, which can no otherwiſe redound to their benefit; 
than what a a liberal mind feels on the exertion of an hoſpitable 
action. This remark is due to the gentlemen of a ſervice, which 
has been too much diſparaged by the ill conduct of ſome unwor thy | 
members. The character of Captain Bacon, and others that 1 85 


could mention from experience, will more than atone for the 
defection of the reſt. I ſhould not omit, among the reſt of 


his favors, that he furniſhed: us with a laſcar, or mariner, who 


had ſome knowledge of the Arabic tongue. It would be painful 


to conceive the difficulties, to which we might be reduced in the 


_ rourſe of our journey, were not this man to be with us, to in- 


terpret our wants, and to give the people we- dealt with; a 


more favorable idea of Chriſtians. He is a Mofſulman, and is 


likely to gain ſome credit with thoſe of his perſuaſion: © And yet 
we were on the point of ſetting out, without any. interpreter”; 
neither e on n ee nor ene e hu- 
man accidents. * © © 

We ſupped bor d laſt be on board the Abvegturs h ated 
after taking a parting olaſs, and a cordial leave of Captain Ba- 


con and the reſt of our friends, Major Alexander, Lieutenant 


* * *, Mr. Hammond, and myſelf, attended by my European 
Kalt, two flave-boys of the major's, one of Lieutenant * **'s, 


and Ibrahim our interpreter, ſtepped into the veſſel's pinnace, 


and were preſently conveyed to the boat, which we reached about 


ten o'clock at night. I would attempt to give the reader ſome 


idea of the place we got into, but the deſcription demands an 


higher coloring than my pencil can give it. If he can imagine, 
however, the ſituation of four gentlemen, crouded together in a 

| Tquare of about five feet diameter, with no defence from the 
noontide ſuns and midnight dews of the Arabian coaſt, deprived 
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ofthe gnalleſt aredeilo of; their limbs, and condemned. tor the 
eonſtant ſociety of the boat s crew, whollyat; the, diſcretion of 
aupexfidious race, and with the proſpect of a long and tedious, 
cruize in an unknown ſea — he may gather ſome faint traits of 
theundertaking we were engaged in; As we ſought the danger, 
there can 3 vanity in ſpeaking of it: as ſomething more 
than an ddl temerity, enforced the proſecution of a worage, 
eines a" wIONM'Y we were ee e I - 
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TUESDAY, oth me, | 


We were adifurkes at dny-hoak wi the arrival of the a 
and pilot who is to navigate the boat, which, from the price we 
| have paid for her, we have named the Impoſition. They brought 

another, Arab and three Abyſſinian flaves with them, who made 
up her crew. And theſe are full ſufficient to manage her. 
Could we conſult our eaſe before our ſafety, we would willingly 
diſpenſe with this addition to our numbers, which greatly ex- 
ceed the ſize and convenience of our bark. We found no little 
difficulty, laſt night, in providing for our repoſe. Our cheſts 
form a ſquare in the center of the boat, and my. companions 
and I, each take up his lodging on his own cheſt. Our ſer- 
vants diſpoſed themſelves in ſuch places, as they could obtain a 
footing upon; but this increaſe to our ſociety, will reduce them 
to the neceſſity of ſecuring a poſt for themſelves = _ 


| tw 1 „ is 
we n our anchor at 6 A. M. and ſtood. to wh | welt— 
ward, with the wind at N. by W. But we had not got a league 
out, when the wind hauled round to N. W. This obliged us 
to run back again, and anchor at the mouth of the harbor. 
We had not been here long, when a boat paſſed us, with 
Captain Bacon and his chief mate on board. They are bount 
for Judda, and we had but juſt time to hail each other, and 
renew our wiſhes for our reciprocal welfare. The wind will be 
fair for their boat, when they get clear of the harbor ; and their- 
paſſage promiſes to be a 170 one, 1 Ae as the 77 
is unfavorable to us. 
The wind was ſtrong all day from the N. W. In the even- 
ing we ſaw the Adventure, ſtanding towards us. There were but 
a few of her fails ſet; and the Arabian pilots, to whoſe charge 
ſhe is committed by the Xerif's order, not being able to make 
any hand of it, brought her to an anchor again in the har 
bor. This outſet proves the little knowledge of theſe pilots; 
and it will be well if they carry her ſafely to Judda, conſidering; 
the great difference between workin 8 her, and veſſels: rigged for 
coaſting voyages. 
I have annexed a chart of the Red - ſca, from Vambo to des 


that the reader may purſue the track of the boat as he . 
the dan 


WEDNESDAY, u1th Juxr. 


The nakidate and pilot lept upon the poop laſt At Our 
arrangement, therefore, 1 is as follows. They have poſſeſſed them- 


ſelves of the ſtern ; my companions and myſelf occupy the mid- 
ſpace, and our ſervants and the crew keep in the fore-part of 


the boat. We have mounted a muſketoon upon the gunnel, 
and have our fuſees and piſtols loaded. But as we are as yet, 


under . 


f 


under the nn of the fort, we have not began to > keep 


watch during the niht. 0 
At 6 A. M. we weighed with the ma at 8. W. and ſtood 


N. W. and ran about three leagues ; but the wind ſuddenly veer- 
ing round to the weſt and W. N. W. the pilot found he could 


not reach his intended anchoring- place, and, to our great mor- 
tification, ran back before the wind, to an opening between 
the rocks. Theſe rocks are a part of a reef, that extends from 
Judda to Cape Mahomet, and in which our veſſel was unfor- 
tunately entangled, when we were driven to the neceſſity of 
putting into Vambo. We underſtand there are particular places 
upon this coaſt, which veſſels are obliged to reach during the day, 
or elſe they muſt, at times, run back to the birth which they 


left, for want of anchoring- ground. At one of theſe ſtages, 


our boat brought to, at twelve o'clock, which is the propereſt 
term that can be uſed on the occaſion. As the boat approaches 
the reef, one of the crew jumps from the forecaſtle, with a hook 
In each hand, and diving under the reef, faſtens the hooks to 
the rocks, which are rendered porous by the water. The boat 
. rides here 'in ſmooth water, with her fides almoſt touching the 
rocks. And here a veſſel of conſiderabl burden, might ride; 


as the water is ſo deep, that v we cannot find a bottom with ſe- 


veral fathoms of rope. 


We took an obſervation at noon, and bound ourſelves in the 


9 latitude of 24 10 north. We have hitherto made little or no 
progreſs in our voyage; but are not to deſpair, becauſe the 


winds have been contrary for two days. In the afternoon we 


ſaw the Adventure, ſtanding to the ſouthward. This denotes 


that ſhe is clear of the en, but ſhe ſeems to be going e 
à very eafy fail. 
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The nokidah waded aſhvre during the night, in daler: to. po 
to Vambo for a ſpar, to replace one which was carried away 
yeſterday. He had not left us long, when a briſk breeze ſprung 
up from the land, with which we might have made a firetch 
to the northward, had our maſter been aboard. But this is only 
on a ſuppoſition, that theſe people work their boats in the 
night, which we have, indeed, but too much reaſon to doubt. 
At day- break the wind Thifted to the N. W. ſo that when. the 
nokidah returned, he found that it was impoſſible for us to 


/ 


Fir. He brought ſome intelligence reſpecting. the, Advetiture. | 


It ſeems that the Arabian pilots are fo unſkilful in ;the-manage- 
ment of a veſſel of her conſtruction, that the ſupencargoes and 
the officer who remain on board, are aftaid of being vaſt away 
in the paſſage to Judda. They have already loſt all her own 

anchors by their ignorance; and it is a great chance, if they 
ſucceed better with the grapnels, which they have taken in, to 
ſupply the loſs. The ſituation of this veſſel is very peculiar. 
She was reduced to her preſent diſtreſs by the treachery of theſe 


barbarians; and is in danger of being wrecked by their ob- 


ſtinacy, in not permitting Captain Bacon to take charge of her, 
-when they carry her clear of the rocks. But vengeance; no 
doubt, awaits the injured. This is not the firſt time, that the 
Engliſh flag has redreſſed her ſubjects, even in this remote ſea: 
and the hour perhaps will come, when the Xerif of Mecca will 

be forced to do juſtice to the ſufferers on the ſnow Adventure. 
About nine o clock the wind changed to the fouthward ; but 
we could not take advantage of it, on account of the abſence 
of ſome of our company. Lieutenant * * * went aſhore at fix 
o'clock, on pretence of gathering ſamphire, and took Ibrahim 
E our 
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our intetpriter with him. We were a little ſurprized at their | 
ſtay ; ; but when the wind became favorable, we diſpatched a ma- 


riner into the country, to recal them to the boat. But how 
was our ſurprize increaſed, when the meſſenger returned, and 
informed us, that they were not to be found ! Various were our 
conjectures on this occaſion. We at one time, fancied that they 


had wandered beyond their knowledge, and were gone towards 
the beach, by tracing which they muſt at length find the boat. 
At another, we apprehended they had been ſurprized by the wild 


Arabs, and carried into ſlavery. The true cauſe was the furtheſt 
from our thoughts. But ſomething poſſeſſed our nokidah to be- 


lieve, that the abſentees were gone to Vambo. Whether he had 


__ obſerved Lieutenant * * diſcontent at his ſituation, and ſuſ- 
pected that he was engaged in a buſineſs unfavorable to him, 
ſo it was, the nokidah's penetration exceeded ours, and he de- 
termined to ſeek them at Yambo. It was about noon when 


he ſet out for the town, which is about two leagues from 
hence ; and, that nothing might be wanting on our parts, to re- 


cover our friends, we directed two mariners to take different rautes 
in ſearch of them, while we hoiſted a ſignal on our mainmaſt, 
and diſcharged our muſketoon repeatedly, in hopes of attracting 


their notice. At 3 P. M. the wind came about to the N. W. 


and blew from that point the reſt of the day. 


Our mariners returned with as little ſucceſs, as before. Our opi- 
nions now began. to waver, and-we ſuſpected that Lieutenant . 
had taken ſome extraordinary ſtep. Ever ſince our impriſonment 
at e his conduct had been the reverſe to what we had known 

His prejudice againſt the Arabs exceeded all bounds, and his 
„ of them ſeemed to have diſordered his intellects. | 
He often expreſſed ſuch an abhorrence of the voyage we were 
about to engage in, that we more than once preſſed him to for- 


bear accompanying us. We had obſerved with concern, that 


* £ — 


i . 5 

he had betrayed fears for his life ever ſince he entered the boat: 
and was always on the watch, while we ſlept in the ' ſecurity: 
which our ſituation, required. We were too near to Lambo, to 
expect danger from the country; and all reſiſtance would 

be vain, were harm intended us by the government. But the 

night before, he had declared, that our Arabs meant to murder 
us at ſupper. Then, that they had deferred it until midnight. 
Theſe, and many other extravagancies which he committed, we? 
attributed to the effects of diſtruſt, and contented ourſelves with 
laughing at them; although he frequently proteſted, that he had 
overheard the Arabs debating on the manner of our deaths. 
+ The day thus paſſed over our heads, while we labored under: I 
weight of vexation and anxiety. We had miſſed of as fair a wind 

as. could blow for us ; and were. uncertain of the fate, which had 
befallen Lieutenant * * * and Ibrahim. At five o'clock we diſco- 

vered camels. and a guard of ſoldiers at a diſtance, which actually 
| turned out to be their eſcort. Our looks mutually exhibited aſto- 
= - niſhment- and confuſion at this meeting. But we pitied the ſitua · 
tion. of our companion, and forbore to reproach him in the pre- 

ſence of the guard. He ſeemed much agitated and fatigued, and 

ſpoke but little on his arrival. From our interpreter and the 

guard, we learnt the particulars of his expedition. It appears, that 

his diſtruſt of our Arabs had ſo worked upon the mind of Lieu- 

tenant * * 4, as to induce him to return, in a clandeſtine man- 

5 ner, to the vizier of Vambo, and communicate his ſuſpicions. 

On their reaching the ſhore, he artfully drew Ibrahim towards 
the town, and, on their getting about a mile, by threats and en- 
treaties, he perſuaded the ſimple fellow to accompany him. On- 
their reaching the town, they were laid hold of by ſome Arabs; 
and carried, as they deſired, before the vizier. They were re- 
ceived very politely by that miniſter, and the complaint of Lieu- 
tenant * * Was ſo far attended to, that a guard was ordered to 


take 
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take the boat- people into cuſtody. At this moment tlie 
nokidah arrived, and gave evidence of his innocence, by the 
relation of our behavior on the abſence of the accuſer. The | \ 
tables were now turned, and Lieutenant * # was ſent back N 
to us, in the manner before recited. The vizier diſpatched Fa. — 
an Tindoo with him, to affure us, in the Moor tongue, that we 7 
_ had nothing to fear from the boat-people, whoſe lives ſhould 
| anſwer for our ſafety. We were obliged, in our own defence, to 
= difown any knowledge of Lieutenant * *'s intentions ; and to 

thank the vizier for his candid behavior on this occafion. The 

guard then departed, "WR" a gratification which we made them 

for their trouble. 8 9 77 

As accuſations and repinings were equally vain, we determined 
among ourſelves, to be filent on this myſterious conduct of 
Lieutenant * * *. We, however, reprimanded Ibrahim very ſe- 
verely, in his preſence, for the folly which he had been guilty of; 

and came to a general reſolution, not to go on ſhore on the 
continent, nor detain the boat for any one, who ventured to do 

ſo in future. After we went to bed, we obſerved Lieutenant ** 

go to the poop, and by means of geſtures, and the few words 

of Arabic of which he is maſter, hold a kind of diſcourſe with 

the nokidah and pilot. He came to his ſerutoire once or twice, 8 
we ſuſpect took out money. What he did with it, or what will 

be the iſſue of his unhappy turn of mind, we cannot determine. 

It was late when he laid down, and we have reaſon to beliere his 

reſt i is broken and unſound. 


Our boat got under fail at four o'clock this morning, with a 
light breeze from the land. Though ſhe is too large to row 


againft a an | head ſea, we found the advantage of having oars on 
5 L 2 board. 
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board. The weather was ſo moder ata, we made uſe of them the | 
greateſt part of the morning. At nine A. M. the wind ſhifted 
to the S. W. but proved very . We felt the rage of the 
ſun to- day pr etty ſeverely. While we are under ſail, it is not 


poſſible for us to put up a canvaſs awning, with which we are 


furniſned. But to advance quicker i in our progreſs, we. muſt be 


content to be expoſed in this manner. About 3 P. M. the wind 
came round to the favorite point, the N. W. which obliged 
us to run into ſmooth water, and bring to, as before, between 


the breakers and the ſhore; from the latter of which we are | 


about. a mile diſtant. The coaſt here is rather low, but the 


mountains riſe a few miles behind it. The fy was too hazy for 
us to take an obſervation at noon; but by our reckoning, we 
have, gniped about: A leagues to the e * the laſt 


ran, joys | | | | 
Juſt as. the boat came to W Lieutenant * * 48 infirmity 
plainly diſcovered itſelf. We had been confirmed ſince yeſterday, 


in our ſuſpicions of his brain being touched. His appetite was 
gone, his looks were wild and diſordered, and his converſation 


continually bordered upon madneſs. . He told us, when the boat 


ſtood out to ſea this morning, that the Arabs were carrying us 
there to murder us; and, when ſhe ſtood into land, he changed 


his tone, and pronounced our deaths to be prepared for us here. 
We little regarded ſuch ſtrange fancies ; but were alarmed much at 


his ſeizing his ſword when we came to anchor, and bidding us to 
ſtand upon our defence. The Arabs were now juſtly frightened 
at his extravagance, and we had much ado to perſuade him to lay 


by his ſword. This circumſtance had been overlooked, and we 
had determined only to keep a ſtrict eye on his conduct; when 


the arrival of two boats, from the northward, in the cove we are 


in, opened a ſtrange and unexpected ſcene. | 


As they * us, Lieutenant * * * | betrayed. the rm 
EE TT —— = 
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ſymptoms of uneaſines.” He gravely bade us prepare for death; 
and, unaccountably, made theſe new-comers privy to our fate. 


It was in vain that we aſſured him, they could have no intima- 
tion of any ill which was meant us; ſtrangers as they were, and 


accidental as our meeting had been. Such an unhappy 'prepoſ- 
ſeſſion had he taken againſt the Arabians in general, that no 
opinion, no reaſoning of ours, could avail. We knew that he 


had but little knowledge of the Arabic language; but every word 


that had an affinity to thoſe of wicked purport, was converted, 
by his diſtempered imagination, into the very miſchief itſelf ; as 


his infected ſight, in like manner, turned ſticks into ſpears, and 
| knives into daggers. The ears of Ibrahim were open as well as 


his, and his ready apprehenſion of the es would have oth 


vertiſed us of danger, if any were at hand. 


It had been whiſpered to us, that ſome money had n given 
to our nokidah laſt night; and we were now not a little aſto- 


niſned to find from Lieutenant * * * himſelf, that the ſum was | 


no leſs than 75 venetians, which he had divided between the no- 


kidah and pilot, to fave his life. He lamented, however, that it 


was in vain; for our deaths were fixed upon, and we ſhould ſoon 


follow Captain Bacon and the gentlemen in the Adventure, 
who, he vehemently affirmed, had been maſfacred ſome days be- 


fore. To divert theſe ſtrange thoughts as much as poſſible, a 
{lave-boy of Major Alexander's played on the fiddle, while the 


Arabs in the other boats, Joined us with their kinds of muſic, -- 
We had ſupped, and were looking at ſome fiſh, which were play: 
ing about the boat, when Lieutenant * * ſuddenly ſprang from 


his ſeat, with two ſwords in his hand, and running to the ma- 


jor, gave him one ſword to defend himſelf, and attempted to 
draw the other, as he ſaid his life was in danger, from a man 


near the mainmaſt of the boat, who had a poniard in his hand. 
The boat was immediately filled with confuſion; the crew 


crouded 


t 75 1 
crouded FRI in the ſtern, and called. but to tlie diher" boat, 
which puſhed away from us in haſte. The matter was too eri- 
tical to be trifled with; and the frenzy of our companion had 
become too conſpicuous, to be palliated. He was accordingly 
ſeized, and diſarmed by us; and, in the ſtruggle; the ves an me 
ceived a ſlight wound in the foot, from the other's word. 

We now began to be alarmed for ourſelves. The lange 
boats might judge from appearances, that we had hoſtile inten- 
tions, and perhaps, attempt to ſecure themſelves, in a manner 
not very agreeable to us. The nokidah of ours came to us, and 
poſitively declared, that he would not get under fail again, 
while Lieutenant * * * remained on board. It was to no pur- 
poſe that we offered to pledge our lives for the ſafety of himſelf 
and crew; and to keep a conſtant watch on our ' unhappy 
friend. The man was ſtartled at the mad freaks which had been 
committed ; and owned to us, that he thought our lives in equal 
danger with his own: as in his frantic fits, Lieutenant * * * 
would not be able to diſtinguiſh. his friends from his 1 imaginary 
foes. The reader may ſuppoſe that this infinuation made no 
impreſſion upon us. Our repugnance in parting with our com- 
panion in ſo melancholy a ſituation, awakened all our elo- 
quence, and redoubled our efforts to keep him with us. -For 
ſome hours did we argue the matter with our nokidah -and 
pilot, who had now joined him. But they remained deaf to 
our remonſtrances. We found ourſelves reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity. of either foregoing our voyage, or complying with theſe 

tcllows' demand, of defiring Lieutenant * * to return to Yambo- 
upon one of the boats near us. This boat is afterwards to pro- 
ceed to Judda; where he will find Captain Bacon, and be certain 
of being accommodated in his veſſel. 

When we ſaw there was no alternative, but what had been 
propoſed to us, we were fain to acquieſce, however ſtrong our 


I | reluctance 


| - Nx 8 

ende to ſuch a meaſure. But on a ferious review of it, 

ee ** 's intereſt may have demanded it, as much as 
r own. © The buſineſs we are engaged in, is of too great con- 


. e to be forgone; and by his going to Judda, we are aſ- 


certained that he is likely to meet with the aſſiſtance which his 


unfortunate caſe requires, from the ſurgeon of the Swallow ſloop 
of war. Whereas, by proceeding with us, his malady would 
daily encreaſe, by the force of the terrors which he enter 
tains of our Arabs. And ſome months would perhaps elapſe 
before he could receive the advice of an European ſurgeon. 


The opportunity of removing him might never occur again; 


and the idea of beholding him ſank in the laſt ſtage of mad- 


neſs, bound hand and foot, and out of the reach of medi- 


cine, preſents a picture too diſtreſſing to encounter, even in fan- 


cy. A letter was therefore written to Captain Bacon, with a 
ſummary of the untoward affair. We requeſted him to ſupply 
Lieutenant * ® * with the money which he had paid for his ſhare. 
of the boat ; for which Captain Bacon was to call on our attornies 


\ 


in India. 


Our nokidah now hailed one of the boats, and induced it to 


draw near us again. He related the cauſe of the late diſturbance, 


and agreed with the maſter of it, to land Lieutenant * * and 


his ſlave-boy at Yambo, and afterwards carry him to Judda. 
He was now aſked the amount of the ſum, which he had 


received the laſt night from Lieutenant * * *, The. nokidah 
and pilot produced 25 venetians, which they declared were all 


he had given them. It was impoſſible to diſcover the truth. 


Lieutenant * * * might perchance be miſtaken, and they be apt 
to deceive us in ſuch a point. It appears, however, of little mo- 
ment to our poor friend; who is in a mood to give away all his 


money to the firſt man he is diſtruſtful of. 


It was now midnight, and Lieutenant * ſeemed deſirous 
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. 
of paſſing the night with us; which he once more folemnly. 
averred, was the laſt which he or we ſhould ever know. As 
we were not to part until day- break, we readily aſſented to this 
deſire. We prevailed on him to lie down on one of our beds, 
as he was afraid to remain in his own. At his own requeſt, 
and for the ſatisfaction of our Arabs, Mr. Hammond and my- 
ſelf kept watch over him until morning. I do not remember to 


have ever been engaged in a more diſagreeable office. Our hu- 


manity was wounded by the object before us; and our con- 
ſciences were touched at a reſolution, which we had been 


obliged to adopt in our own deſpite. The reader of ſenſibility 


will feel for our perplexity. Not a wink of ſleep did our 


charge get during the night. He ſtarted up every moment in 
his bed, or called out to us to know, what villain ſtood behind 


him with a drawn ſword ! He ſeemed not to apprehend danger 


from the other boats ; ; or to dream of alſaſſins, but * our 
own people. 


SAT URDAY, r4th Jos: 


At day-break the ſignal was made for failing. Lieutenant 
* * * aroſe, rather more compoſed than uſual, and permitted his 
baggage to be put into the other boat, without complaining. 
He had reflection enough at this moment, to ſee the neceſſity of 


our ſeparation ; and aſſured us, that he held himſelf ; in no more 
danger in one place than another. It was his firm opinion that 


our deſtiny was certain, whether in this veſſel or that, at Vambo 
or at Judda. We paid for his paſſage, and gave the maſter of 
the boat a verbal meſſage for the vizier, to advertiſe him of our 
companion's ſituation, and to requeſt his good offices, in getting 
him conveyed ſafely to Judda. Our letter for Captain Bacon, 
we committed to the tlave boy, together with his maſter's 
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ſwords and keys. This is a ſhrewd honeſt boy, who we make 
no doubt will be as careful as he can be, of his maſter, on this 
ſhort paſſage. We had the ſatisfaction to perceive, that Lieu- 
tenant * * * left us much more readily, than we could have ex- 
pected. Though his antipathy to the Arabs is rooted in his pre- 
ſent diforder, he diſtinguiſhes ours more particularly, in his 
diſtruſt ; and perhaps, the quitting their company, is a temporary 
relief to his mind. Fortunate did we hold it, that not an angry 
word was requiſite, to haften his departure; affected as we were 
at the ſituation of a perſon, whom we had ſome regard for, and 
averſe to embittering the potion which was prepared for him. 
Our principal conſolation aroſe from the-wind being fair for his. 
return. It enſured hrs reaching Yambo in a few hours; and 
might throw him even in the way of the Adventure, which we 
had ſeen at the mouth of the harbor but two days before. At 
all events, we depended on the vizier's treating him with the ſame 
humanity as before ; and complying with the requeſt, which we 
had made in his behalf. TE 
The boats had not long left us with Leun * * *, When 
a A breeze of wind came off the land. We preſently got under 
fail, and had made a good: ſtretch along ſhore, when the wind 
ſuddenly came ahead, and blew ſo ſtrong, as to oblige us to tack 
about, and look for a ſhelter from its fury. We ran back a 
good way on this deſign, and at 11 A. M. entered a large bay 
encircled by a reef of rocks, to which we faſtened our boat, in 
the manner before deſcribed. This bay is called Feraboop, by 
the Arabians. In the middle of it there is an iſland, on which 
ſtands a prieſt's houſe. His name is Beridi, and we underſtand, 
that he is viſited by all the faithful who paſs by, on account of 
his extreme piety and old age. We were too' much taken up 
with the late misfortune which had befallen our ſociety, to in- 


M 8 aku 


MH 
_ 
; 
41 
85 
N 
1 
144 
Bait 
#7 
3 * 
£ 
7 
* 
112g 
4 
BY 
"4M 
N 
14 
ö 
. 
4 
= 
iba 
*2V 
A. 
1 
1 
K 
44 
E 
. 
232 
*. 555 
| 
N 
+4 
: 1 
991} 
. 
I 
li 
© 443 
"to 
11 
1 : 
1! 
1 
fe 
1 
4 
*1 
$ 
i} 
vi 
"S411 
110 
BJ 
% 
' 
iy” 
1 
1 
F 
"BY 
whe 
174 
Sil 
3535 
418 
ED 
459 25 
1 
E 
| 4 , 
4 1 
77 
b 6 - 
2 4 
£4 4 
. 5 
Bu 
1 
. 
4 
0 
1. 
BI 
_ Bic 
Witt 
. 
1 
5 
„ . 
. 
n 
n 
1 
1 
. 
. 
144 
i . 
} 5 
1 4 
i 
þ > 
way 
. 
13-5 
{aL 
1 
= i. 
1 M N 
RM 
1 
15 
1 
1 
I 
4197 
4:27 
FIT 
ny 
4; 
FI 
4 . 
$340 
1 
77 
1647 
. 
'y 9 6 
1 
N 
1 
1 
5 
11 
WH 
1 
1 ** 
1 J 
j 14 
1 $1.28 
wy 
| if 
4M 
i 


— — 
A 


8 


- WW 
— — — 

E = 0 — 5 — ane LG 

> — — — 9 0 ES - 


- oe ns 
CR” — 


I} 


Shes curioſity; ; and leſt our Arabs to PU their r devotions on the | 


land alone. 


We could get no able at noon. The wind ax very 
violent the whole day from the N. W. but there is no ſea in this 
bay, though it is two miles acroſs from the rocks to the ſhore, 
which is here as mountainous as uſual. We caught ſome beau- 
tiful rock-fiſh in the evening, with our hooks. They were well 
taſted, and encouraged us to hope for ſuch refr eſhments, at other 
places on the coaſt. The wind increaſed during the ai. and 


threatens a ſtorm, 


— 


SUNDAY, Ipth Juxx. 


We cannot r move this morning, as the wind ſtill remains con- 
trary: the weather is very boiſterous without, but we may laugh 
at the ſtorm, which idly ſpends its rage on the reef of rocks, 
that'riſes up, like the ſevenfold ſhield of Ajax, between us and 
danger. Never was a coaſt ſo provided by nature, with a barrier 
' againſt the hoſtilities of the ſea or of mankind. The very ſurge 
is not permitted to laſh it. And all the navy of Europe would 
be deterred by this formidable outwork, from approaching any 
fortification which might be erected on the ſhore. What a pity 
is it, that the country is not worthy of the diſpoſition, which 
has been made in its favor! There is no occaſion for armies to 
protect the coaſt; and it is certain, that Arabia Petrea is not 
indebted to this line of rocks, for her ſecurity. She poured forth 
myriads of enthuſiaſts, under her warlike ſon Mahomet, in ſearch 
of more fertile lands. Nor does it appear, that her deſarts, in 
that interval, attracted the avarice of foreign invaders. 


We amuſed ourſelves during the morning in catching fiſh; 


which readily take the bait here. Some of them have a mouth 
Uke. 
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like a parrot's beak, which Gür Kräbs advile üs not to eat. But 


whether from their unſeemly form, or their being really unwhole- 


ſome, Ibrahim could not diſcover. At 10 A. M. we ſaw a : 


boat ſtanding towards us, which we ſuppoſe to be bound to 
Vambo. The people on board deſcried us, and at eleven o'clock | 


ſhe run ſo near the reef we were upon, as to be within hearing. 
We find {he comes from Suez, and learn that moſt of the Engliſh 
veſſels! have left that port. This was all the converſation that 


we had with the boat, which put before the wind, and was ſoon 


out of ſight. We gather this conſolation, however, from the 


intelligence,” that it is likely the winds are about to ſhift in 


this quarter. We can no otherwiſe account for the departure 
of our ſhips from Suez, ſo much earlier than we expected. Our 
n may therefore, W more e ri than it promiſed 
We had no obſervation at noon, and the wind remained in 
the N. W. quarter while we lay here. A Poor woman waded, 
and ſwam through the water to our boat in the evening, and 


was 5 thankful ſor ſome meaſures of rice which ſhe took 


A 
MONDAY, 16th Juxz. 


We were awakened at one o'clock this morning, by the boat 


getting under way. It is impoſſible for the Arabs to perform 


this manceuvre, without our knowledge; and though we loſt our 
reſt by the noiſe on board, we were agreeably ſurprized at their 
taking advantage of the light breeze, which came from the land. 
With fail and oar, we made a ſhift to go at the rate of a knot 
and a knot and an half an hour, the whole night. At day- 
break we ſaw a veſſel to the N. W. ſtanding as we did. Our 
people ſay, that ſhe is alſo bound for Suez, and has been out no 
— —————— 


{St 


. leſs. than twenty days from Yambo, At 9 A, M. we Soren 

two more fail ahead. At ten we perceived a ſhoal, which they 
8 call Morſa, ſome leagues diſtant ; and at noon, two of the boats 

appeared at anchor, within a point of land in the N. E. quar- 
ter. We ſtood for them; but the wind had now ſhifted to the 
N. W. and it was the work of ſome hours, to carry. ourſelves 
within the reef where the largeſt veſſel was lying. We hooked 
our boat cloſe by her about 3 P. M. and underſtand the bay 
we are in is called Banas. By our obſervation to-day it hes in 
the latitude of 24" zo“ north. Cape Mahar within view to the 
northward. We are much diſappointed at finding what little pro- 
greſs we have made ſince we left Vambo; and particularly, after 
having been at ſea to-day no leſs than fourteen hours. But our 
voyage bears an intimate reſemblance to what the Greeks em- 
barked in of old; and by our mode of coaſting alone, we can 
eafily conceive Ulyſſes to have been ten years rounding the ſhores 
of Greece; without the intervention of any enmity, but what 
the mariner may expect from the winds and waves. 

In the evening we went on board the veſſel by us. Her bur- 
den and accommodations place her far above the ſtile of our boat; 
and we could not but repine at our lot, which had thrown us 
into an open boat, when it is plain that ſome of them are pro- 
vided with cabbins. We were received very civilly by her noki- 
dah, who tells us that he is going to Suez. He is ſickly, and was 
very thankful for ſome medicines we ſpared him, which we 
brought with us for the complaint he is afflicted with. Theſe, 
the Arabians never fail to ſolicit of Europeans, when they have 
occaſion for them, as they have a notion that we have. one and 
all of us, a ſmattering in phyſic. The wind reſend, and blew 
all night from the N. W. as uſual, 
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courſe of our voyage, to correct it where it is faulty, and to 
point out all the reefs and ſhoals between Yambo and Cape 


Tt s 1 


» . 
1 F N 
1 : | | 


uE DAY, "17th Joxr.. = 


The wind is ill contrary, and we cannot move this morning. 


It blew ſo ſtrong at day-break, that our Arabs made our boat 
faſt with' another rope, by a turn round a pointed rock. Where 
we lie, a man of war might ride in great ſecurity. There are 
ſeveral fathoms of water cloſe by the rocks, which break the 


force of the ſwell that tumbles down from the N. W. the reef 


at low water is every where dry, and we then pick up plenty of 


fiſh among the crevices of the rocks. While we have this ſup- 


ply, we ſhall not be at a loſs for proviſions. We have till a 
ſheep left, and ſhall reſerve a few fowls which we got from the 


Adventure, for more neceſſitous times. | 
At 8 A.M. the nokidah of the large veſſel oaks us "PI It 


was partly to return our compliment, but his principal buſineſs 


was to look at our chart of the Red Sea. Our Arabs tell us 
that he is one of the beſt pilots of their nation. On a review of 
this chart we find it tolerably exact, as to the names of the 
ds and headlands on this coaſt. It is our intention, in the 


Mahomet. We have the advantage of being with pilots, who 


are acquainted with every creek and corner of the coaſt; and 


may gather ſuch information of the track, as will prove of 
ſervice to veſſels thrown by currents on this dangerous ſhore. 


The fellow's furprize was very great, to hear places named by 


ſtrangers, which only thoſe of his own profeſſion among his coun- 
trymen were acquainted with. They have no ſuch thing as a 

chart; but his natural ſagacity quickly made him comprehend 
the plan of ours. But as we are the firſt Europeans whom he 


has heard of in this navigation, he cannot reconcile to himſelf, 


% 


1%] POE 
how the ſituation of theſe iſlands could have been taken by veſ- 
ſels that dare not approach them. He has not the leaſt idea of 
the uſe of the quadrant ; and he conceived that we were rather 

making diſcoveries in the heavens, than aſcertainin me our latitude 
below. ö WA” | 


We began to kiſs a regular watch to- 3 Each ae 


and his ſervant to take two hours 1 in rotation. We ſhall run no 


riſk, it ſeems, until we get among the iſlands, but it is prudent 
to inure ourſelves in time to a neceſſary habit. There were hard | 
pales from the N. W. all day and Ih of the 8 0 
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We were under way at 6 A. M. with the wind at N. by W. 
and ſtood out to ſea. But the wind was too moderate to be of 
much ſervice to us, againſt the heavy ſwell which the late blow- 
ing weather has occaſioned. We tacked therefore at 10 o'clock; 
and the wind coming round more to the W. we were enabled, 
contrary to our expectations, to fetch a reef to 'the northward 
of Cape Mahar about 2 P. M. There is another boat at anchor 
about a mile to the northward of us, ſuppoſed alſo: to be bound 
to Suez. Our boat beats better to windward than the two which 
were in company with us yeſterday. The largeſt of which has 
run into ſhore near a league to the ſouthward, and the * 
within a mile of us. 

We were diſappointed of an ee to-day by the high 
lands to the ſouthward, which obſtructed our view. Our pro- 
greſs however has been very little. Were not the full moon at 
hand, we ſhould look for little ſucceſs in beating up ſuch a coaſt 
as this. A few days of a ſoutherly wind would give us a good 
ſhove in the ſhort diſtance we are going; and all our hopes reſt 
on the influence of this uſeful planet. The gentle light which 


. 87 ] 
ſhe. now affords us during the night-ſeaſon, proves a great relief 
to us after the ſunſhine of the day, in this ſultry month. But 
difficult as we find it to keep ourſelves cool in the day-time, it 
is no eaſier matter to defend our bodies from the damps of the 
night, when the wind is loaded with the heavieſt dews that ever 
fell. To be in readineſs for every change of wind in our favor; 
we are obliged to forego the benefit of the awning T mentioned: 
We lie expoſed to the whole weight of the dews, and the cloaks: 
in which we wrap ourſelves, are as wet in the morning, as 
if they had been immerſed in the fea. It is plain, however, that 
they are not impregnated with the bad qualities, which render 
people ſo fearful of the dew in moſt parts of the world, or our 
conſtitutions would have evinced the fact. PHU Tarn 
The weather was very moderate during the night, and the 
wind remained in the uſual quarter. We relieved our watch re- 


gularly, as the night before, and find that a. little mag wilt 
make it eaſy to us. 


THURSDAY, 19th Joxe. 


We got REI ſail at day-break with the wind at N. and ſtood: 
out to ſea until 10 o'clock. The wind now heading us, we 
tacked and lay up along ſhore. Our courſe was but flow, but 


we continued gaining ground until 2 P. M. when we ran into 


a fine bay, and brought to, on a reef within an hundred yards 
of the beach. We are not at all diſpleaſed with the working of 
our boat. She has run her two conſorts out of ſight, and beat 
the boat which was a-head of us yeſterday. There was a con- 
teſt between them the whole morning, and the victory declared 
in favor of our boat, which has fetched a mile to windward of 
the other. However contemptible the prize, there is a ſecret ſa- 
tisfaction in being N to our neighbors on every occa- 
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ſion. And J doubt, whether the winner at an h r 
have exulted more, than we did at our dexterity, in beating a 
veſſel, much worſe found than ours. 
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The bay we are in, is in the latitude 5 24˙ 35 N. oy an 
obſervation which we took to-day. To the W. it is defended 
by a reef of rocks, and the high land to the northward and 


eaſtward, would ſecure it from a ſtorm in thoſe points. There 
is water enough within for the largeſt ſhips ; but it is very un- 


certain, whether they could gain admittance within the reef 


that guards this coaſt. It is not always that we diſcern that 


reef to the weſtward of us; but there is every reaſon to imagine, 
that we are ſtill ſailing within it; and that the rocks are only 
more ſunken in thoſe places, where the ſea is not ſeen to break 


upon them. It was accident alone, that brought * Adventure 


through this reef before our arrival at Vambo; and it would 


be the ſame chance, that would ſteer a veſſel of "ſp headed into 


this bay, clear of the dangers which impede the paſſage. 

To atone, in ſome meaſure, for the want of exerciſe in our 
preſent ſituation, we make a practice of going into the water 
regularly before ſun-ſet. The coves we lie in, are very conve- 
nient for this purpoſe ; and we find great benefit, as well as re- 
freſhment, m the ſalt water. 


F R I D A Y, 20th Juxz. 


We weighed at day- break, and ſtood out to ſea, with the wind 
at N. N. W. At 7 A.M. we ſaw the iſland of Haſana, bear- 
ing about N. N. W. at the diſtance of eight leagues. At 


eight, we ran by a ſunken rock, above three leagues from the land; 
and at the ſame time we diſcerned breakers upon our lee-quarter, a 


league further in the ſea. At ten we tacked with the wind at W. 
and ſtood Aon g the coaſt, At eleven we came among a number of 


| breakers, 
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breakers, that extend three or four leagues into the ſea. Our cet 
appears to be well experienced in this navigation. He diſplayed his 
_ dexterity to-day, by running us through narrow channels, and 
_ almoſt bruſhing the rocks to the windward of the boat. This is 
as dangerous a part as we have ſeen of this coaſt ; nor would it be 
poſſible for a ſhip, without an Arabian pilot on board, to ſteer 
through this net of rocks and ſhoals, except by a miracle. 

. We proceeded under an eaſy ſail for ſome hours. The weather 
was remarkably hot, and we were expoſed, as uſual, to all the rage 
of a vertical ſun. But we had the ſatisfaction to reflect, that we 
were gaining ſomewhat on our way. And this ſerved to alleviate 
the inconveniences to which we are ſubjected by our ſituation. 
The ſatisfaction, however, was tranſient. The wind headed us 
at two o'clock, and we were obliged to run into ſhore by another 
boat, which is ſaid to be bound for Suez. We had the mortifica- 
tion {till not to keep the ground which we had ſo happily attain- 
ed. The pilot did not like the birth, and ran back again to the 
ſouthward, in ſearch of another. It is impoſſible to portray the 
countenances which we exhibited during this manœuvre. We 
could not contain our vexation, and remonſtrated pretty warmly 
with the pilot, on his ſporting with our good fortune, and throw- 
ing away the advantages which we ſo ſeldom obtained. He lent a 
deaf ear to our complaints; and went near a league, before we ar- 
rived at the bay where he intended to paſs the night. Here we 
came to on a reef, at 4 P. M. and found the water not deep enough 
to admit veſſels of any burthen. Our obſervation at noon brought 
us into the latitude of 24* 46/ N. The wind was moderate * 
night from the N..W. 
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SATURDAY, et Jour 


12 Wen wernamtretattlanthis morning by the boat getting 8 
way. Our beds take up the breadth of the boat, and were we 


ever ſo much overpowered with fleep, the trampling of the ma- 
riners' feet upon our bodies, would ſoon chaſe away all inclina- 
tions of that nature. There was a light breeze from the land, 
and the moon being at her full juſt before it ſprang up, flatters our 


hopes of more favorable winds for ſome days to come. We went 


eaſily along until day-break, when the high land of Haſana ap- 
peared, bearing N. W. at the diſtance of fix leagues. This iſland 
is in the form of a ſugar-loaf, and riſes like an exhalation from 


the ſea. At 9 A. M. a fine breeze ſprung up from the 8. E. and 
at noon we anchored in a ſmall bay, off the northernmoſt point of | 
Haſana. We were much out of humor at this delay, but found 


it impoſſi ble to prevent the Arabs ſtopping, for purpoſes unknown 
to us. It is an hardſhip. on us, to loſe the benefit of a fair wind, 


with a month's proviſion and water on board. But we are obliged 


o conſider the reſolutions of theſe people as law, in every t l 
that. reſpects the management of the boat. 


The iſland of Haſana is a barren rock, inhabited only at hs 


cular ſeaſons, when the natives from the continent bring off wood, 
water, and proviſions, for the conveniency of veſſels that paſs to 
and fro. They erect temporary habitations for their families, and 
live chiefly upon the fiſh: with which this ' coaſt abounds. This 
ifland is not more than two leagues long, and about half as broad. 


It lies about three leagues from the main, and in the latitude of 2 5˙ 


3 N. by this day's obſervation. Here we found three boats, bound 
likewiſe for Suez, They mean to join us to-morrow, in order to 


paſs the cluſter of iſlands that lies to the northward of this. This 


we learn from our nokidah ; who aſſures us that the Buddoos, or 


n 
My "+15, Ne 
n 


C 
wild Arabs, infeſt thoſe parts, and make no ſcruple to attack a 
ſingle boat. It was one teaſon for his calling here, if we are to 
take his word ; and though we hold ourſelves ſtrong enough to 
venture ſingly through this ſea, all argument and diſpleaſure on 
our ſide, are equally vain. 

The wind blew briſkly from the 8. E. the remainder of the hy, 
1 continued in the ſame quarter until we retired to reſt. The 
- loſs of time did not add more to our diſcontent, than did the! in- 
Ae and eg of our Afabs, | 


8 U N D A v. 22d funk. 


Our nokidah and pilot both lay aſhore laſt night, fo that it 
was not practicable for us to have ſailed, had our inclinations only 
been conſulted. A land breeze came off from the N. E. about 
an hour before day- break, and at 6 A. M. we ſent Ibrahim afhore 
to haſten our people. He returned with an anſwer, that the 
other boats were not ready, and that it was fruitleſs to urge the 
neceſſity of our affairs, or to expect their departure a moment be- 
fore their own' time. 

It is more than probable, that the mo Aurora was wreck- 

ed on the back of this iſland in the month of December; a cir- 
cumſtance which has been already noticed in this work. The 
captain's journal places the iſland in this latitude; and we have 
ſufficient proofs of a wreck being in this neighborhood. The 
beach! is covered with a number of * teak- timbers, knees, and 
bolts of a veſſel; and a fine Engliſh-built cutter lies upon the 
ſtrand, which 18 new, and 1 in 873 repair. 7 a 


* The teak-tree is a native of India, and its timber reſembles oak ſo much, that 
it is uſed throughout the Eaſt for e It is thought to ſurpaſs oak in point 
of. duration. 1 \ 
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At nine we weighed, in company with five boats, 1 Rood to 
| the eaſtward, with little or no wind. At ten a fine breeze ſprung 
up from the S. W. and we ran by a number of ſhoals and breakers 
to the windward of us, that are four or five leagues from the 
main. At eleven we paſſed a ſandy iſland, from which there ap- 
pears to ſtretch a connected line of breakers to the iſland of Ha- 
ſana. Within this line we have made our run to-day. At 2 P. M. 
we anchored to the eaſtward of the iſland of Harama, which lies 
about ſix leagues to the northward of Haſana. We had no ob- 
ſervation at noon, but we conclude it from our reckoning to be 
in the latitude of 25 20'N. This is a low ſandy iſland, extend- 
ing about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, and 
ſituated about a league from the main. There are a few huts 
near the place we are anchored at, which ſerve to ſhew the po- 
verty of the inhabitants, and that we have little. to fear from 
them, though we perceive that there are boats belonging to the 
iſland. | 
From this day's navigation we are ü that no ſhip ca can 
4 0 this part of the coaſt of Arabia, with any degree of ſe- 
curity; as the ſea is all along foul with ſhoals and rocks, and we 
frequently ſaw breakers to windward of us, which could not be 
leſs than fix or ſeven leagues from the land. The wind was va- 
riable durin S t the We but blew en from the W 
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We weighed. at day-break, after taking on 3 a . of 
ſheep, which we purchaſed here for three dollars each. There 
was a briſk breeze from the E. N. E. with which we ſtood along 
the coaſt. At ſeven o clock we paſſed the ſmall iſland of Abu- 
mellie, which is ſurrounded by breakers. Here we diſcovered an 
Arab family aſhore, and a boat put off with ſome of the men, to 
viſit 


[93] 


viſit our people. This Aland is bare of every thing but a few 
buſhes, and does not lie half a league from the main. At eight 
the wind came round to N. which obliged us to ſtand out more 
to ſea. Our bark is, indeed, a prime ſailor, and no veſſel 
which we have,met with, can keep pace with her. But this is 
rather a diſadvantage - to us, as our pilot daily foregoes the ſuperi- 
ority. | he has gained, to keep company with the other boats. He 
now inclined more to the weſtward than was neceſſary. His in- 
tention was evidently. to loiter for our conſorts. We cannot pre- 
vent the delay which this plan muſt occaſion, during our diſa- 
greeable voyage. Our Arabs ſeem reſolved to grant, their coun- 
trymen the protection which our company may afford them; 
and at the ſame time, they are not wanting to. perſuade us, that 
our ſecurity conſiſts in going together. | 
The run to-day has been very clear, and the Dink appears more 
fertile, than we have ſeen it on this fide of Mocha. At 2 P.M. 
we tacked and ran into ſhore. To our great diſappointment, we 
could not. weather a bluff point ahead ; and the pilot ran back 
near a league, before he could find a ſecure birth. At length he 
came to, on a reef cloſe to the ſhore before four o'clock, where 
we were preſently joined by two of our fleet. We could get no 
obſervation at noon, on account of the high land to the ſouth- 
ward ; but, by our reckoning, we take the place which we now 
lie; in, to be! in the latitude of 25 38 N. 
We had more exerciſe for our phyſical (kill this evening. There 
is a boy lying ſick of a fever, on board one of the boats near us; 
and on application for relief, we ſent him ſome cooling draughts, 
to be repeated according to the directions which we received. 
But ſome bowls of weak tea, which the boy more readily took, 
produced an immediate perſpiration, and ſeem more likely to. 
promote his recovery. Our ſucceſs will not fail to recommend us 
to the Arabs. The wind blew. from the 8. W. a great part of the 
night. 
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We got ade ail at bel with a fine bran from the 
kund. ur company with the two boats. The other three appear- 
ing above a league aſtern. We kept about half a league from 
the ſhore, but found the water ſo ſhallow, that we hold it im- 

poſſible the annual Judda ſhip ſhould go to Suez in this track. 
: 5 There were breakers the whole way, ſome leagues without us. 
Several fandy iſlands are ſcattered about this part of the coaſt, 
which are laid down in the chart. The ſhore is now covered 
with underwood, and interſperſed with date- trees; but no Inha- 
bitants have come into view. 135 
At 8 A. M. the wind died away, ani our crew took to their 
dars and rowed out to fea, in hopes of meeting with the ſea- 
wind. The channels here, in many places, will ſcarcely admit 
our boats between them; and the rocks around us, ſtand out of 
the water, and are covered with the largeſt birds which were 
ever ſeen. The Arabs call them Meriah. They have a pro- 
digious long bill and long legs, which enable them to catch fiſh 
in near a fathom water. The current ſeems to be for us, but 
we have no opportunity to try it. At nine we came up with 
the fouthernmoſt point of the iſland of Naaman, which is laid 
down in the chart in 26* 6' north; with ſands about it. But 
this we find to be an error. The iſland begins in the latitude 
of 25* 50. and extends to 26* 6'north ; and although at a diſ- 
tance, it might be taken for a number of different iſlands, on a 
nearer view, 1t proves to be one continued land, overflown in 
ſeveral quarters at high- water. We run between this iſland 
and the main, through very clear and deep water, with a ſtrong 
breeze at W. S. W. Latitude per obſervation 25" o 

At 3 P. M. we 5 a cove within a reef of rocks, and 

rang anchored 


r 


from the land. The two boats were in cor 
under an eaſy fail for ſome hours. At 8 A. M. a fine gale 


took them for men at a diſtance, vw wading in the ſea; and” one- 


5 1 95 0 
anchored cloſe on the Arabian coaſt, where one of our fleet had 


already arrived. The reſt we fairly ran out of ſight to-day, ex- 


cept a boat of our own fize, commanded by out pilot's brother; 
which ſtopped at Naaman to procure a ſupply of wood. By our 
reckoning, we take our anchoring-place to be in the latitude of 
26* north. At ſun-ſet our nokidah weighed his anchor, and ran 


out into deeper water, to prevent a forprize | from the wild 
Arabs, who frequent this neighborhood. The other boat fol- 
lowed our example. 


There were calms and light airs the whole 
night. bY - 


WEDNESDAY, 25th Jour. | 


"Wy wei ighed our 3 at day-break, "a a bebe breeao: 
pany, and we went 


ſprung up from the ſouthward, and agrecably quickened our 
courſe. We. ran by ſeveral ſandy iſlands, within a league and 


an half of the main, and in ſpite of the hot weather, entertained 


2 


our imaginations with the fairneſs of the wind, and the novelty 
of the navigation. We had been a fortnight on board yeſter- 
day, and though we were advanced not a third of the diſtance 
to Suez, we had the ſatisfaction to reflect, that we had gained 
all our ground in the laſt four or five days. For the firſt week! 
our-progreſs. had been delayed by the misfortune of our com- 
panion, 'and'the ſtrength of contrary winds. The winds are now. 
variable, and promiſe to be ſo until the change of the moon. IK | 
only depends upon our Arab s, to Prove. the occaſion wen 
fort une preſents to us. 

On ſome of the iſſands which we guſſdck were Sent birds; 
larger even than thoſe we ſaw yeſterday. We poſitively LITE 


of 


of them! was ſo bold, as not 40 be ſcared at a ſhot, which was 
fired at it from our boat. At 11 A. M. the wind veered round 

to the weſtward, and our pilot thought fit to run under the 

lee of a ſandy iſland, where the other boats ſoon came to, like- 
wiſe. With this wind we might have gone a great way fur- 
ther to the northward, were we not in a manner ſhut up 
among ſhoals and rocks, by keeping ſo cloſe to the ſhore. By 

our obſervation this iſland is in the latitude of 26 7 north. © 
Here our people gathered a quantity. of eggs, which the 

birds lay upon the ſandy reefs. They tell us theſe eggs are 
well-taſted -and wholeſome; but we are not driven to ſuch 

ſtreights, as to, be obliged to put up with all kinds of food. 
The boy is much mended in his tever, and entertains a great 
opinion of the virtues of tea. There were light airs from the 

Wend, md calms, dari ng the aan pl] 


THURSDAY, a6th Jon. 


vi WMe got under fail at day-break, in company with the two 
1 boats. The wind was at S. E. and we ran eaſily for ſome hours, 
= through very foul water, with ſandy iſlands on each ſide of us. 
= At 9 A. M. we came to, under a ſmall fland; where our noki- 
dah tells us we muſt wait for the reſt of the fleet, in order to 
paſs ſome iſlands ahead, which are haunted by piratical Arabs. 
The caution of this man begins to communicate itſelf to our 
minds. Were there not ſome danger lurking near us, he could 
not be ſo uniform in his behavior, or ſo ſolicitous for the- 
junction of the boats behind us. As the wind freſhens from 
the ſouthward, we have hopes that the reſt of the fleet will join 
us in a few hours. But this is little conſolation to. perſons in 
our ſituation, who are anxious to conclude our voyage, and are 


obliged to forego a fair wind in a contrary monſoon.” This 
1 
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iſland is about four leagues from the main, and by our obſerva- 
tion, is in the latitude of 26* 8“ N. There is a prieſt dwells 
upon it, called Morbeck, to whoſe cell our Arabs are gone, to 
pray fora fair wind, at a time that they are trifling one away! 


To the ſouth of this iſland there 1 is a remarkable rock, which ap- 


pears at a diſtance, like a lion couchant. One of the boats 
1s anchored * * he” other is ok to the” Ni to cut 
wood. Sod 1 : 7 tint 1 ray 

At noon we diſcovered. two boats' to the Sala And pit 
fore 2 P. M. we were joined by all the fleet, except one boat 


which is a bad ſailor, and lags behind. We immediately got 


under ſail, and ſtood to the N. W. with a fine ſea breeze. We : 


ran briſkly through deep and clear water, until _ four o'clock, 


* 


whole fleet ſteered into ſhore, and anchöred cloſe on the Atabian 


coaſt!” The hindermoſt boat came up within a mile of us, ſo 


that we are now ſix ſail in company. This place, 950 our be 
count, Hes in the latitude of 26* 16 M. © 
We had ſcarcely come to an anchor, when we Gfecrcted ca- 
mels and a number of women moving towards us. They proved 
to belong to a wandering tribe of Arabs, who are wont to come 
down in a friendly manner, to ſell ſheep and water to veffels 
that touch on the coaſt, Their appearance was truly miſerable; 
and we could perceive” but little difference between the havin 
and brute creation, whom nature had bred in this deſärt 1 region. 
Their wants, their appetites, and their inſenſibility, bore an in- 


r 


timate reſemblance together. And they were as much below 


our envy, as above our r compaſſion. Light airs from the weſt 
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We were diſturbed in, our fk "ha by. tha fleet of pants 5 
Var under way at one this morning. There was a light breeze 
from the land, and with the help of our oars, we made a ſhift 
to go! between two and three knots an hour. Our run was through 
very foul and ſhallow water. At 11 A. M. we paſſed a ſandy 
land, which is lofty, and makes like the ruins of a caſtle ſtand- 

ing in the water: the fides perpendicular and appearing like 

walls, and at one end, the face reſembling a decayed tower. 
The rocks in this ſea are often thrown into fantaſtic ſhapes. 
Some we have ſeen like boats under fail, and ſome like animals 
and men. 

A fine breeze now «ſprung up FI the 8. W. and at noon, we 
ran by another iſland, dandy. like the former, and. lying within 
four leagues of the main. By our obſervation, this iſland. is in 


the latitude of 26* 26' N. From hence we continued our courſe 


through, clear and deep water, until 3 P. M. when the wind 
heading us, we ſtood into ſhore, to fetch our pilot s brother, 
whoſe boat got the ſtart of us to-day, and had come te an 
anchor under the land, This was the boat that went for wood 
yeſterday, and we were aſtoniſhed to ſee a ſine timber on board, 
which ſhe had picked up aſhore. It is of teak, and being about 

30 feet long, we; conjecture it to be one of the beams of the un- 
a c Aurora, which the ſea has caſt up again. The Arab 
2 on a. nigh REF for-it, at ſome. of a ports in this 
This NY by. our ir reckoning, 18 Sb the 8 af 26 36 N. 
Here we found an opening in the land, which diſcloſed a very 
deep and romantic valley, where the ſea, at times, appears to 
flow in to a conſiderable depth. The ſame chain of mountains 
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able to reach us, bore away for anchoring- ground, which is not 


dann but we did not weigh, in expectation of being joined by 


es) 


"A continues within land, that we have traced ines 'YYambo.” 


They only vary in the line, which in ſome places, approaches 
nearer to the coaſt than in others. Four of our fleet not being 


m fight. This is no ſmall mortification to us, who will be un- 
der the neceſſity of waiting for n The wind blew from the 
nn Pe — 2 5 19 pF 


SATURDAY, 28th Jux. Aut 1 


57. 


There ae Adee rang up fem the land before 455 


the other boats. At 5 P. M. they came in view, but the force 
of the wind was ſpent, and we ſailed with little or no wind. 
At 8 the wind came round to the N. W. and began to blow ſo 


freſh, that our pilot was fain to run under a reef of breakers, 


which lies more than three leagues from the main. Here our 


Pilot's brother was already arrived, but none of the reſt of the 
fleet could come up. Our ſituation is very eligible. We are here 


defended from the violence of the weather, and are ready to ſſip 
out, ſhould the wind veer again to the eaſt or ſouth quarters. 
As we advance on our voyage, we have daily freſh” matter of 
ries: and behold the mtricacies of a navigation, which we 
no idea could exiſt in any corner of the globe. By our ob- 
ama this reef is in the latitude of 267 40 N. Cape Scllah 
bears due north, at the diſtance of fix leagnes. 

This ſex abounds with the large mother-of-pearl oyſters ; and 


our nokidah to-day gave us a proof of his agility, by jumping 
out of the boat when under ſail, and bringing up one of theſe 


oyſters: in two fathom water, in time to catch a rope from the 


boat's quarter. Theſe fellows' dexterity in fiſhing earmot be 
nm, admired; and wherever we are, we may depend 
1 1 — 


[ 200 J 
our miſivr for a diſn of excellent fiſn. At low water 
che 3 appears ſome feet above the level of the ſea; and our 
table was not unprovided. with its uſual ſervice. This circum- 
ſtance is very favorable to this coaſting voyage; as, whatever 
other hardſhips they may endure, the want Rn Ae 6 is not 
felt hy the mariners. met cf 2 * 100 

There were hard gales all day — Hoe N. W. 2 that's we: 
could not quit our ſtation. As the moon enters into her laſt 
quarter to-day, this contrary wind betides us no good, and we 
apprehend there will be no change until the new moon. We 
are become very ſkilful in the influences of this planet; but how 
are they to be pitied, whoſe ſucceſs depends upon ſo inconſtant 
a power! The weather was more moderate 3 ware — 
The ind in the en n | 
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AS half wigs fix this: morning a a light breeze came of the wid; 
ad flattered us to leave our ſtation.” We weighed in company 
with the other boat, and ſtood to the N. N. W. but the wind 

ſhifting ſuddenly to the W. N. W. and an ugly ſwell being againſt 
us, before we had got a league, both the boats were obliged to 
tack, and run back to 1 former birth under the reef. Here 
we were joined by three more of our fleet at ꝙ A. M. They 
had luckily made ſuch a ſtreteh to ſea, as to be able to reach this 
reef, when the wind changed to the weſtward. There was now 
but one miſſing boat, and at 10, we diſeovered her at anchor 
upon the reef, about a league to the ſouthward. Our fears of 
the weather are now confirmed. We muſt look for delays for 
ſome days to come; which, joined to ſome circumſtances of 
our ſituation, call forth all our fortitude to combat with cheer- 
: Ka. 
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derate; but we had a diſturb 


10 1 


The weather was very tempeſtuous, and there were ene 


gales from: the NI W. during the day. The night was more mo- 


nce: of another nature on board 
our boat, which alarmed us at firſt, but turned out to be a ludi- 


nn rather than a ſerious adventure. 


Beſides our nokidah and pilot, there is . Arab on board, 
as I have ſaid before. The reſt of the crew are Abyſſinians. 
h uring the firſt watch at night, which it was my turn to keep, 
this! Arab, who was talking with his companions, ſuddenly fell 
upon the deck in the ſtern of the boat, and to all appearance, 
was' ſeized, with a convulſive fit. We were immediately in mo- 


tion; and offered to adminiſter ſuch relief to him, as we had 


ſeen practiſed in the ſame caſes. But our aſtoniſnment was 


great, when we found the Arabs would not permit any aſſiſtance 


to be given im. _ They. declared that he was only diſordered 
in mind, and that an evil ſpirit. poſſeſſed him, who could only 


be expelled! by the force of prayer. ee the nokidah 


began to pray over him aloud, while two men held the un- 
happy creature down, to prevent, as they ſaid, the ill effects of 
the temporary influence which over- ruled him. They told us 
ſtories of men in this ſituation, who committed murder, and 
every other act of deſperation. This idea appeared ſo extrava- 
gant to us, that we treated it with ridicule; and could not but 
pity the ignorance of a people, Who Were ſuch ſlaves; to ſuperſti- 
tion. The notion was certainly imbibed from the demoniacs of 


Paleſtine, who are mentioned in the New Teſtament. We have 


{criptural authority to believe their exiſtence at a certain period. 
But to ſuppoſe they have ſtill liberty to enter into human bodies, 
and that man has the ſame power, as our Saviour poſſeſſed over 
ſupernatural beings, are tenets worthy of a weak and unen- 


Ughtened mind. We were much ſurprized, however, at the 
length of the fit, which continued between two and three hours; 


1 5 and, 


and, from the ftrong agitations'of his body, 

fate of imbecillity for the reft of the night. But the devik was 
at length e: d, and the nokidah reinarked to us with tri 
umph, the great efficacy of prayer! ious ll 19 
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„„ weighed at fir this morning, in gag with the four 
deine with a light breeze from the N. N. E. The other boat 

ſtood after us at a diſtance. Our run to-da) ji iis ned er 
deep and clear water, and, by the long. and ugly felt which 

tumbled in upon us from the N. W. we conjecture there is no 

reef of rocks without this part of the coaſt, and that a large 

veſſel ſtand in, without danger. Latitude, per obſervation; 

26 Werne At twelve Ocloek the wind hauled round te the 

N. W. and the whole fleet tacked! and ſtood into ſhore!” At 

1 P. M. we ran into a ſmall inlet, defended from the ſex by a 

. reef, and hooked ourſelves to a rock, within two fathoms of 

the beach. Here we were joined by the reſt of che fleet, 
cept one boat which cannot keep up. LC v0 n od 

As we came in here, our nokidah told us to prime our fire- 
arms, and prepare ourſelves. for the--reception of the wild 

Arabs. - He had ſearcely ſpoken, when our old pilot leaped into 

the water and ſwam aſhore, and with all the agility of youth, 

| aſcended an eminence that juts into the ſea, to learn if there 
was any immediate danger. This inlet opens into a valley, on 
eeeach fide of which we have planted a centinel. The country has 
reſumed its barren appearance, and yields only- a-\bruſh-wood, 

nile with which our fleet have ſupplied themſelves; | This place is 
if. called Jebul, or Mount Lebel, and by our reckoning, lies in the 


latitude. of 26 46 north. | eee t 
| About half an hour after our arrival, a man and woman 
— z " 
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came — to us, in a friendly manner, and aſſured us we had 


nothing to fear, as there were no buddoos in that neighbor- 
hood at preſent. But our Arabs pay little attention to this 


information; and are ſo ſuſpicious of this ſtation, that we 
doubled our watch during the night, and perhaps, would have 


made an enemy repent of an intruſion at ſuch a ſeaſon. The 


5 weather was moderate during the A but an ſtill re- 


mained in the N. . an nat: n 


\TVESDAY, 1 Jorg. 


* 


1 2 * Way 46 half * one this morning, it 85 
light breeze from the land, in company with the four boats, We 
ſtood along ſhore. with. ſails and oars, until 7 A. M. when the 
wind heading us, we made a. ſtretch out to fea. | At eight we 


tacked: with the wind at weſt, and ſtood to the northward. At 


nine we paſſed a little ſandy iſland, about two leagues from the 
main. At ten we ran cloſe by a reef of rocks, about half a 
league. further in the ſea. There was no ſwell. to-day, which 
we attribute to our being within ſhoals and reefs, and we ſaw. 
a rock ſome leagues without us. But this may be owing to the 
nature of narrow ſeas, where a ſwell ſoon riſes, a and as lor HY ſub- 
ſides, as the wind freſhens or moderates. las 

We fetched as high as we could on the Argbian, 1 ak at 
noon anchored ; in ſmooth water, where three of, the boats ſoon 


joined us. The pilot's brother is a better ſailor than we, and 


15 anchored at leaſt a league ahead. Buy our obſervation, we are 


in the latitude of 262 Ry b north. The coaſt is not ſo hilly here, 


and our people are leſs apprehenſive of a ſarprize. The wind re- 
mained at N. W. during the reſt of the day, but ſo moderate, 


that we have great hopes of variable winds, if not a total change, 


at the new moon, rn now anrgaches. We have only run 
1 half 
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We ee at day-break with a bed land the land, in 
company with the three boats. We ftood cloſe in with the 
ſhore, and went through ſmooth and ſhallow water until g A. M. 
when the wind coming round to the N. W. we made a ftretch 
out to ſea, tacked, and weathered a ſandy iſland ahead, where 
our pilot's brother lay to his veſſel for us. This iſland, 'by" bur 
reckoning, lies in the latitude" of 27 1 north, and has a reef 
of breakers, extending ſome leagues beyond it to the N. W. 9 
is only inhabited by birds, of which we ſaw an amazing num Yer 
on the ſhore. At eleven the wind heading us, we ran into the 
Arabian ſhore,” and at noon' anchored in a cove, ſurrounded by 
high mountains, which riſe perpendicular from the ſea. Here 
we found the pilot s brother, and were ſoon joined by the three 
other boats. Our fleet now conſiſts bat of IO boats, "the other 
having been totally ſeparated from us. 39% 900021947 
This cove is called Maraut by the Arabiatis, Al by our ob- 
ſervation, lies in the latitude of 2 35 north. We have reaſon to 
think that Ras, or Cape Sellah, which is laid down in the charts 
in 2“ north is twenty miles to the ſouthward, and the land in 
27 does not form a cape. We have our pilot's 8 authority, as 
well as our own obſervation, for this remark. e 
Towards the evening ſome natives came down, with about a 
dozen camels loaded with water. We were at too great a diſ- 
tance to be in danger of a ſurprize, and ſent our people aſhore 
to repleniſh our caſks, which, with all our care, began to be low. 
Ae we n provided ourſelves with firewood ; and are told 


— — there 
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haye met with on this coaſt. / It is, however; ſo 


„„ wa. a 
there is a, ſpring of water near the beach, which is PO firſt we 
very brackiſh, 
that nothing but neceſſity. could induce any one to drink it. 
Our nokidah returned, with a branch of a very fragrant ſhrub. 
It grows wild among the rocks, and differs in appearance | 
and ſmell, from any ſpecies that we know of. The vicinity of 
the natives made us double our watch Ares * guts whach | 
was calmer than uſual. Sous vo 4 6975 08 


* RS DAY, 3d Jury. FA 


We got under way at day-break, with little or no wind ; but 
with our oars, we made a ſhift to creep on at the rate of a knot 


an hour, The four boats in company. At 9 A. M. the wind 


came from the N. N. W. with which we made a ſtretch out to 


ſea. We ſoon found that we could make nothing of it, and at 


ten we tacked and ſtood into the land. We ſaw an iſland ahead 
about four leagues to the northward, which we take to be the 
iſland of Suſcha, as our chart names it, though our pilot calls it 
Shaur. By our obſervation at noon, we were in the latitude of 


27 9 north. Our run to-day has been through deep and clear 


water, and as we have not obſerved any reefs or ſhoals without 
us, we have reaſon to think a ſhip might ſtand cloſe into the 
Arabian coaſt in this latitude. This is, in fact, but a matter 
of opinion, founded upon ſuch evidence, as the reader has before 


him. We are neither maſters of our time, nor the motions of 
our veſſel, and our remarks. can only ariſe from a ſuperficial 
view of things. 


At 1 P. M. we anchored under a point of land on the mm, 
which we take, by our reckoning, to be in the latitude of 27* 12 


north. From hence we ſaw another iſland, bearing to the weſt- 
ward of Shaur. We are now approaching to the ſcenes of dan- 


P = ger, 


as 3 L 106 J . 


ver} tk Which we here been fo Tong anbiſc] by our Afabs ; and 
have ſome hopes that we ſhall not be awaked to the reality of our 
apprebenſtons. We were ſoon joined by the reſt of dur little 


fleet. The e Ro from the N. W. "during the day, but ey: : 


modloratedy. b bas aden , 002 30 


Towards che dossor this ev n ee 2 Tcbaftee &f 708 
men and ſome cantels int the country, with the help 6f or glafſes. 
This was ſufficient to put us more upon our guard, to prevent 
our being ſurprized by theſe roving tribes. There were calms and 
light airs from the neem nite fot the m of the night. 
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We 0 bn A. M. with a light breeze bn the-lind, 
In UG with the other boats. At ſix a fine breeze ſprung up 


* 
S 7 


from the 8. E. with which we ſtood along the Arabian toaſt. At 


eight we ran by the iſland of Shaur or Suſcha, whoſe ſhores 
are very ſteep, and reſemble! decayed walls at a diſtance. This 
illand is about two leagues in length, lies about two leagues 
from the main, and by our reckoning, is in the latitude of 25 


20 N. A reef of breakers extend from the ifland to the N. W. 


on which we ſaw the wreck of the annual Judda hip, ſaid to have 
been loſt here in a gale of wind in the year 1774, on her way to 
Suez. Her ſtem and ſtern, and. many of her 'ribs, ſtill appear 


above the water, and*pronounce her to have been of prodigious 
magnitude. Indeed, the accounts of this Arabian galleon's bur- 


den, are ſo extravagant, that it might ſeem to offend credibility 


to repeat them. I ſhall only obſerve, that ſhe ſails from Judda 


in the month of March, and by following the track which We 
have gone, as near as poſſible, . ſhe'is generally fifty days, or two 
months, on her voyage to Suez: and, as it has happened this 
year, from ſome accident Orc other, the ſometimes gets no further 


9 25 2 . | | than — 


e 


OS 
8 5 1 be "© 


Cook 


than Tor. To fail in the performaiite of ſo ſliört ort a voyäge, in 


che moſt favorable ſeaſon. of the year, would be an inexplicable 
circumſtance to a mariner, unacquainted with the navigation of 


this extraordinary coaſt. To us, who are no ſtrangers to the 


courſe, the wonder is, how a veſſel of her great i pan and v un- 
wieldy ſtructure, can accompliſh the paſſage at all. skies 
At 10 A. M. the wind hauled rout * © volts Ve 10 15 ond we 
ſtood N. N. W. until eleven, when all the fleet bore away for the 


land. After we had paſſed the iſland” of Shaur, an ugly ſwell 
came tumbling upon us from the N. W. Our run to-day was 
5 through ſhallow water, until we reached Shaur; but we found 
very deep water between the iſland and the main. At noon we 


anchored under a reef of rocks, above two miles from the Ara- 
bian coaſt. Latitude, per obſervation, 25 28 N. There is a pro- 
digious high mountain inland, ſome leagues to the northward of 
us, on the top of which are two remarkable ſpires, that reſemble 
a bull's horns. We ſaw a fire aſhore, but no an The wind 


was W. all 2 25 and (need of 1 mig. 


SATURDAY, th Jory. 


We weighed beſbire one this morning, with a light breeze from 
theland. The other boats were in company. At day-break the 
wind came round to the S.E. with which we ſtood along the 
ſhore. There was an heavy ſwell from the N. W. which conſider- 
ably impeded our progreſs. Our run to-day was through clear and 
deep water. We looked out ahead for Mount Sinai, and ſtood on 


until noon, when the wind ſhifting to the weſtward, we tacked, 


and the whole fleet ſtood into the land. Our latitude, per obſerva- 
tion, was 25 49'N. We now diſcovered a large town ahead, which 
our Arabs call Moilah. There is little doubt but it is the ſame 
Place, which our chart erroneouſly lays down in 27* N. about 50 
* 2— miles 


h 0 


t 108 1 


the ſouthward. We ſaw an iſland to hy N. W. which 
our pilot tells us — At 1 P. M. we plainly diſcerned the 


high land, which we take to be adjacent to Cape Mahomet, bear- 


ing W. N. W. At three the wind veering round to the W. the 


whole fleet anchored within a reef of rocks to the northward. of. 


Moilah, and about one league and an half from the ſhore: | 
The mountain mentioned yeſterday with the remarkable top, 


lies behind this town, which appears through our glaſtes to be a 


regular fortification, of a ſquare figure. Our nokidah gives the 


inhabitants a very bad character, and tells us a ſtory of their re- 


cently ſeizing, and plundering a Judda boat, which put into the 
road through ſtreſs of weather. At ſun-ſet, the ſhore to the N. 
of the gulf of Akaba bore W. by N. Cape Mahomet we take to 
bear due weſt, as we have entered the gulf. By our reckoning, 
this reef is in about the latitude of 27* 587 N. The wind conti- 
nued at W. the remainder of the day. BE toe : 
When the evening cloſed in, all the boats run out into fix FI 
thom water, on account of the vicinity of Moilah, of which place 
our Arabs have a very unfavourable opinion. After it was dark, 


we ſaw many fires on the Arabian ſhore, but every thing remain- 


ed quiet during the night. The wind inclined towards the ſouth- 
ward. ••) 8 


SUNDAY, 6th Jorv. 


We got under way. at two this morning, in company ith the 


other boats, with the wind from the S. S. W. At day-break we 


ſaw the iſland of Sanafir, bearing W. by N. at the diſtance of four 
leagues and upwards. There are breakers without us, which pro- 
bably extend, with little interruption, from the iſland of Shaur to 
Sanafir. At 10 A.M. we came up with the latter ifland, and 


came to, under it, to wait for ſome boats which ſail worſe than 


ours. 
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the latitude of 2873 N. We faw a turtle- hell on che beach, but 


could not pr ocure a turtle here, - or in any of the iſlands we have 


paſſed. At half paſt ten we ſtood to the northward, in company 
with the whole fleet, and on opening a ſtrait that divides this 
iſland into two parts, we diſcovered two boats at anchor under 


i the land. On their perceiving us, they immediately got under 


fail, ſtood towards us for a time, then ſlackened their fail, and 
after having amuſed us for an hour and more, ran back into their 
former ſtation. By theſe manœuvres we concluded them to be 
pirates, which was confirmed by their not anſwering the ſignals, 


which were made them by the rear of our fleet. Our numbers 


only prevented their engaging us, and our Arabs bade us expect 
to fall in with more veſſels of this kind. The ſhore of Sanafir is 
very bold, and would admit of a large ſhip running cloſe to it. 

At noon we ſaw the iſland of Tiran bearing due weſt, and the 
iſland of Barkan N. W. The wind was till at S. S. W. when we 


| bore away for the iſland of Barkan. Theſe iſlands are both laid down 
too far to tlie ſouthward in the charts, as is the coaſt adjacent to 
Cape Mahomet. Latitude, per obſervation, 28* 7. N. At 2 P.M. 
the whole fleet anchored in à cove. at Barkan. By running ſo 


deep into this gulf, we could not ſtand with this wind for Cape 
Mahomet, which muſt bear 8. W. of this iſland. We have here 
obtained a convincing proof of the neceſſity, which boats are un- 


der to fail in fleets on this coaſt. Not more than five months 


ago, four boats from Suez to Judda, were plundered at this very 
iſland of Barkan by pirates, and ſome Greek and Turkiſh paſſen- 
gers cut off by theſe barbarians. This ſtory was confirmed by the 


. teſtimony of ſome of our ſervants, who were aſhore, and ſav- 


quantities of wheat and coffee ſcattered about the beach. The 
wind hauled round to the S. E. at ſun-fet, but we did not move, 


the paſſage to the Cape being too hazardous, we find, to riſk in 


d 1s en but a high barren rock, and lies i in 
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the dark. We were induced, from concurrent circumſtances, to 


double our watch during the een the beſt mg of which Re 
wind was from the ſouthward. x 7 ff ee 0 OY _ tor! Hitz p 
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we ie at 4 425 morning, in company with the other 
n with a light breeze from the S. E. At day- break ſaw a 
veſſel ſome leagues to the ſouthward, ſtanding as we did. At 
ten o'clock paſſed an iſland within three leagues of the main, which 
our pilot tells us, is Tiran. This information much ſurprized 
us, as in our chart, Tiran lies ſome leagues to the ſouthward: of 
Cape Mahomet, whereas, by our reckoning, this iſland lies in 
28* 15', which is conſiderably to the northward of the given la- 
titude of the Cape. There is indeed an head- land to the north- 
ward of this iſland, which we took for Cape Mahomet; but our 
pilot tells us, that the Cape bears 8. W. of us, at the diſtance of 
ſeven or eight leagues. By our run yeſterday and to-day, the coaſt 
from the Cape to the top of the gulf of Akaba, runs nearly N. 
and S. though our chart lays it down two points more weſterly. 
This is not the only miſtake. This gulf is twice as broad as the 
chart makes it, or we have. been failing on dry ground the whole 
day. Latitude, per obſervation, 28* 14'N. | 

At 1 P. M. the wind hauled round to the S. W. and all ts 
fleet bore away to a reef of rocks that we had before paſt, and 
anchored under them, within 3 or 4 leagues of the main. It is 
a mortification to us indeed, to be baffled in doubling the cape 
with a wind, which we have ſo anxiouſly wiſhed for, and which 
is become foul inſtead of being fair, by our having run up ſo 
high into this gulf, when we might aged Rodd over direct from 7 
Moilah to Oey Mahomet. 1 Waker, 
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At fun ⸗ ſet tlie wind, to our great j joy, came round to the E. B. E. 
as it induced the — eet to get under ſail, which we had never 
before done at night. In weighing her anchor, the largeſt boat 
among us was near driving upon the rocks. The wind blew freſh 
upon them, and it Is probable ſhe would have been ſtranded in 
à few minutes, had not one of out eople ſwam off to her in time 


with a rope, with which we towed” her out of the danger that 


- threatened. her. By the advice of our nokidah, we primed our 


fire- arms ane w, and ſate up the whole night, to be the better 
prepated for the reception of the pirates, who, he aſſures us, are 
accuſtomed to lurk in great numbers about Cape Mahomet. 


This was doubtleſs a troubleſome circumſtance, but our minds 
1 were ſo taken up with our approach to the Gulf of Suez, that 


there was not room left for diſagreeable reflections. With the 
Preſentt \ wind 'we were in hopes of making the harbour of Tor 
ſome time to-morrow, and big a chance then appeared of our 


having a tedious paſſage by water, we reſolved to proceed by land 


to Suez, as captain Dibdin's officers had purpoſed to do, which 
the removing of the cargo of the Judda ſhip would, in all likeli- 
hood, afford us a good opportunity of effefting. The night was 
ſerene, and v we e ſtood on 1 with the ina under an eaſy fail, 
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Kent two this morning the wind ſhifted'to the N. N. W. and 
we ſtood to the weſtward, at the rate of three knots an hour. We 
have left the reef of rocks behind us, or our Arabs would not go 
on fo boldly on a foul coaſt. Juſt before day-break we laid down, 
to take a ſhort nap” after our watching. By 7 A.M. we were 
awake, and upon enquiring for Cape Mahomet, were much ſur- 
prized when the pilot pointed it out to us, bearing to the ſouth- 
ward of us at the diſtance of twelve or fourteen leagues. Our 
— 
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e was great at this information; * W expected to 
have rounded the Cape before this, and had recourſe to our chart, 


which only plunged us into freſh perplexity. We could only 
ſolve the difficulty by ſuppoſing, that we had gone much higher 


up the gulf of Akaba than we imagined ; and were now obliged 


to ſtand to the ſouthward, in order to double the Cape. At 


eight we opened a gulf, which they tell us, is the gulf of Akaba, 
and the head-land which we have come round, and took yeſter- 


day to be Cape Mahomet, muſt be the true iſland of Tiran. This 


coaſt has been bolder than any other we have paſſed ; and what 


is remarkable, we did not ſee a ſhoal or breaker, the whole morn- | 


1555 | 
Our latitude, per obſervation, was 27 42 N. We were 3 


half a degree to the ſouthward of yeſterday, and this tended to 


convince us, that we had been much deeper in the gulf of Akaba 
than we ſuſpected. We ſtood W. and ſometimes W. by S. as the 
wind permitted. At 1 P. M. we ſaw two fail to the ſouthward, 


one of which our pilot ſuppoſes to have been the large boat, 
which parted company with us long ſince. At two the wind 


ſhifted again to the ſouthward, and all the fleet bore away for the 
land to the weſtward of us. At five we anchored under. a rocky 


ifſland, within a league of the main, where we found a ſtrange boat 


at anchor. None of the fleet, but the pilot's brother, fetched 


this iſland beſides; but we are told they will eaſily join us when 
the wind changes. Our vexation is infinite, that our ſituation 


will not admit of our taking advantage of a ſoutherly wind, When 
we have doubled the Cape, we may look for this wind in vain. 
The pilot points it out to us, at the diſtance of three or four 
leagues, and talks of getting to Tor in the morning. 
Juſt as the ſun ſet behind the coaſt we were upon, the ma- 

riners of the ſtrange boat obſeryed a couple of turtles, ſwimming 
from the reef we he on, and immediately rowed out to ſea after 
them. 


£4530 


We could not but 


klsserze 1 


them. NE is, common to turn cheſe animals upon their ae 
when they are aſleep on the ſurface of the water; but it was a new 


ching to us, to ſee them taken when awake, in their own element. 
ugh at the attempt, but we had ſoon reaſon to 
condemn our own. incredulity. The dexterity of the Arabs was 


equal to it. One of them jumped out of the boat with a rope in 


his hand, purſued, overtook, and after a ſtru ggle under water, 
faſtened a hook to the head of the largeſt. turtle in four fathom. 


It was, with equal facility, run up into the boat, and brought in 


triumph on board our veſſel. This creature weighs about two 


hundred weight, and will furniſh a plentiful meal for the Whole 
fleet. T he wind kept n ach n moſt of the 0 


r WEDNESDAY, gth Jore.” 


„The 1 boats came a p to us at two. this morning, whit. we 
weighed with a fine breeze from the N. W. At three the gale 
encreaſed ſo much, as to ſend us at the rate of ſix knots an hour. 
This made us uneaſy, as we doubted the poſſibility of doubling the 
Cape. When the day broke, - we ſaw high land to our right, 
which we ſtill took to be the Arabian coaſt; as we had not, to 
our knowledge, parted with it. But as the ſun roſe, we were not 


a little aſtoniſhed at his ſituation, which was quite the reverſe of 


what it uſed to be. We loſt no time in calling upon the pilot, to 
explain this phenomenon. He replied without emotion, that we 


had paſſed the Cape during the night, and that Tor itſelf was A 


conſiderable way behind us. We had no compaſs on board, but 
from the ſun's poſition, we were certain that we were going to the 


ſouthward. We could not divine the reaſon of this, except that 


the bay in which Tor lies, was deeper than the chart deſcribes it. 


This idea ſatisfied us for awhile; and under this deluſion we 


ſtood on at the ſame rate, ſometimes doubting. the fidelity of our 
Arabs, and ſometimes hoping that we were in the right courſe. 
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But we were at length awakened to a conviction of our ſuſpi- 
cions. By our obſervation at noon, we found ourſelves to be in the 
latitude of 26* 35 N. which is above a degree to the ſouthward of 
what we were yeſterday. The deceit was too glaring, to be fur- 
ther concealed from us. We had been looking out the whole 
morning for the Egyptian ſhore, as the gulf of Suez is not reck- 
oned to. be ten leagues in breadth. We were inſtantly aſcer- 
tained that we were upon the Egyptian ſhore. It now ſtruck us, 


that our boat was originally bound for Coſire, and that the vizier 


of Vambo had put us on board of her, for the ſake of reſerving 


5 the major part of the freight to himſelf, which he actually did re- 
ſerve, by the confeſſion of the nokidah during the paſſage. So that 


we got to Cairo, he did not care by what route. He had perform- 
ed the Xerif 's orders, in diſpatching us from Yambo, and as there 


s a frequented track from Coſire to Cairo by the river Nile, it is 


a ſufficient reſerve for the conſcience of an Arab. The vizier had 
often preſſed us to go by the way of Coſire, which we had as 
often rejected, from the idea of its being a more uncommon and 


dangerous road, than that by Suez; and as we were not compli- 


ant, he had thus tricked us into what we had, determined to 
08 | gre 


In this perſuaſion, we chmod our noki dah and Re with per- 


fidy, and informed them, to their utter 'aſtomiſhment, that the 


ſhore before us, was the Egyptian, and that we were not many 
miles diſtant from Coſire. Their ideas of navigation are entirely 
confined to the headlands and ſhoals, which lie upon the coaſt; 
and to obtain a knowledge of our ſituation from the quadrant, . 
was as new, as it was unintelligible to them. Their fear, how-. 
ever, of our reſentment, made theſe fellows at firſt perſiſt, that we 


were bound for Suez; to which-falſhood-they atteſted by ſwearing ' 


by their beards; an -oath the moſt ſacred to Muſſulmen. But 
what perjuries will not'fear lead mankind into ?. Their notions of 
i GY Europeans 


5 
. 
5 


n 
8 


WER 


1 Tr } 


Europeans taught them to dread a detection of their behavior. 


Their ignorance gave them hopes of impoſing this place upon us 
for Suez; and they apprehended that their lives would be the 


forfeit of a premature diſcovery. It was now plain, that they 


had taken the advantage of the night before laſt, to run over to 
the Egyptian coaſt. They had never before failed in the dark, 
and they artfully contrived to deceive us, under cover of the 


night. All our difficulties were now ſolved. We had been led 


to miſtake the gulf of Suez yeſterday, for that of Akaba. It was 


directly aſtern of us when we awoke; and we did not diſcover 


that we had made a new ſhore. We had not at that time, the 
moſt diſtant imagination of the treachery which was intended 
us. We were puzzled, indeed, to account for the courſe we 
kept ; but the ſituation of the coaſt might oblige us to change 
our direction; and the aſſurances of the Arabs of our being 
near the Cape, perfectly lulled us into a fatal ſecurity. 
The pen would convey but a lifeleſs picture of our feelings in 
this important criſis. A thouſand circumſtances crowded upon 
our minds, to evince the cheat which had been put upon us. 
Several boats had left Yambo for Coſire, preceding our departure; 
and we had been informed, that all boats bound for Coſire, were 
obliged to make Cape Mahomet at this ſeaſon, before they 
ſtretched over to the Egyptian ſhore. The boats that we had 
joined, were actually thoſe bound for Coſire ; and we had failed 
with them for above three weeks, under the belief of their being 
deftined for Suez. It is not ſo wonderful, that incidents of this 
nature ſhould have efcaped our notice. We mixed but little 
with the Arabs, and were ſuch ſtrangers to their language, that 
there was no occaſion for their being upon their guard when 
they converſed before us. But Ibrahim, our interpreter, had no 
fuch excuſe for his want of diſcernment. Moments there doubt- 
155 "ity: when he * have ſuſpected their deſign, if they had 
Q 2 — addreſs 
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addreſs enough to conceal it partly from him. We have no 
doubts of his honeſty ; but from the ſimplicity he has betrayed 
in this matter, draw but a bad omen of his ſervices in the enter- 
prize before us. It is too late to heſitate upon the ſtep we are 
to taxe. Reſiſtance is equally abſurd and vain. Neceſſity, with 
all the force of a vortex, impels us forward. We cannot pre- 
tend to carry the boat to Suez, contrary to the inclinations of 
our mariners, and againſt the northerly monſoon. We know 
Cofire to be under the Turkiſh government, and immediately 
dependent on Cairo; and we have the vizier's paſs, to afford us 
a ſafe- conduct to that place. We have no doubt of the virtue 
of this paſs, however we have been deceived by the perſon who 

gave it. He had the Xerif's order to forward us to Suez; and 
after he has ſo materially benefited by our purſes, we give him 
credit for an inclination to ſerve us, by the means of his maſter's 
ſignet, which we know to be reſpected 1 in all Mahometan re- 
gions. ; 
Our minds were ſomewhat relieved by theſe reflexions. We 
partook of the turtle at dinner with apparent cheerfulneſs ; and 
even went ſo far, as to adopt their own meaſures, and expreſs to 
the Arabs our indifference, in regard to the port we were going 
to. In this diſpoſition we made the moſque of Cofire, without: 
any other emotions, than what diſappointment naturally excites 
in the human breaſt. The toils and dangers which we had un- 
dergone, envenomed the ſtings of that diſappointment ; and af- 
ter a month's endeavors, we found ourſelves nearly in the ſame 
ſituation, as when we ſet out from Yambo : not, indeed, ſo far 
removed from Suez, but infinitely in more uncertainty and 
 diftireſs@” +; ci TY 1 

At 7 in the evening we anchored in the harbor of Coſire; 
and find by the diſtance which we have run, that the iſland we 
remained at laſt night, was that of Shadwan, well known to the 
| : "Engliſh. | 
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Baglih veſſels which trade from India to Suez. As ſoon as it 
was dark, the nokidah went aſhore; to adviſe the commandant 
of our arrival; and to intereſt him, as he aſſured us, in our be- 
half. To-confeſs the truth, we had not the proſpect of paſſing 
the moſt agreeable night. Our fortune was wrapped up in 
doubt, dark as the ſhades which enveloped the creation; and we 


anxiouſly looked for the . es to e the ene 
of the ſcene. 
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Thus, Madam, have I at length conducted you to Coſire, in- 
ſtead of the promiſed port of Suez. In purſuing the courſe of 
this narrative, you have been ſubjected, like the principal charac- 
ters, to the inconſtancy of fortune; who, in imitation of the 
light, ones of the ſex, finds a pleaſure in deceiving thoſe the moſt 
who aſpire to the favor of her ſmiles. I have frequently had 
occafion to diſſent againſt, the well-known proverb of the Ro- 
mans, Fortune favors the brave,” though I am far from pre- 
tending, that the undertakers of this voyage, are an inſtance of 
its fallacy. The fatigues that, we have endured in a month's. 
eruize in an open boat, during the hotteſt ſeaſon of the Eaſtern 
year, and the dangers that we have ran in exploring a wild and 
piratical coaſt, were well encountered for the end we had in view.. 
True fortitude is exalted by oppoſition, and, like the fabled An- 
tæus, riſes with freſh vigor from ſucceſſive overthrows. The 


preſent moments, when our reception at this place, nay, our 


very ſafety, is precarious, are critical indeed, and teem with events, 


that may awaken curioſity, and excite the ſuſceptible breaſt to 


regret the unſeaſonable interruption of this narrative. 
1 the foregoing ſheets have the good fortune to meet with 
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unlucky travellers I ſhall be tempted to reriew the thread of our 


adventures, and recount the moſt remarkable occurrences of our 


journey from Coſire to Alexandria. The novelty of the track 
will engage the reader, where buſineſs is deficierit; nor can he 
wholly be at 2 loſs for amuſement, in a region ſo untrodden, on 


a river ſo celebrated as the Nile! 
It is a received maxim, that there is no incident in a man's . 


life, but from which he may derive ſome inſtruction. If I have 
reaped any advantage from the late ſcenes I have been engaged 
in, it is a ſtock of philoſophy, which has coſt me no little pains 


in the acquiſition ; and will, I truſt, prove ſufficient to ſupport 


me in any trial, to which the lot of humanity may hereafter ſub- 


ject me. But to my own ſufferings may my indifference be con- 
fined! When I ſeparate my concerns from thoſe of my fellow- 


creatures; when I become deaf to the call of diſtreſs ; or behold, 


unmoved, the tear of contrition, may I be rejected by the more 
enlightened claſs of ſociety, and 1 55 by her, who 1 is, one of 


its firſt and bri ghteſt ornaments ! ig 
I Kare 5 5 | honour to be, 


* ; fr ws 9-20 *S.. M . 
: ” * | - 5 


„MN 'Your's, 
Cofire, in Upper Egypt, 
9th July 1777. 
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MADAM, 


O prove as good AS. one's wn 18 the province of every 
_ honeſt man, but more particularly will it be expected 


the fate of my former letter, the ſpecious name of honor will 
inſure the performance of my promiſe, and lead me into error 


under a miſtaken notion of things. The man of honor ſubmits 


his better judgment to the opinion of the multitude, and ſacri- 
fices his friend's life or his own, to extend his reputation. In 
like manner, the author is betrayed by the ſecret impulſes of 


vanity, and is ſo tenacious of the empty applauſes of the croud, 


as to be ſtill riſking what little fame he may have acquired, in 


the purſuit of more. But you, Madam, have to anſwer for this 
tranſgreſſion, and, though innocent of the intention, are un- 
happily the cauſe of a poor author adding to the number of 
his ſins. There is doubtleſs matter enough in the pages which 
he has the honor to ſubmit to your peruſal; but in reſpect to the 
manner, he only wiſhes that he Was poſſeſſel of your talent to 
excuſe it to the world. | 


There 
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2 There is a regret mingled with the pleaſure. I feelin cn 


my prog eſs through a land, which has been renowned from the 
earlieſt times, and is replete with the nobleſt ruins of antiquity. 


Which gave birth to Cleopatra, and contains the aſhes of Alex- 


ander! From whence muſic boaſts its divine origin, and on 


whoſe mythology Homer formed the grounds of his immortal 


work ! The parent of ſcience! the nurſe of heroes! and the mo- 
nument, alas 1 of decayed greatneſs ! Too ſevere, O Egypt! 
has been thy lot; too ſevere an example doſt thou afford of the 


inſtability of human glory. It is in thy ſchool that the proud 


ſhould learn humility, the atheiſt religion ; more inſtruction will 
he gain in the review of thy fortune, than from the dreams of 


philoſophers or the leſſons of divines. - Here will he ſee the in- 


vincible Seſoſtris vanquiſhed in his poſterity ; ; the public works 


through which he meant to hand down his name to lateft ages, 


yielded to the conqueror, Time; and his once potent empire di- 
vided by the ſword of infidels !—The ſublime imagery of 'Shake- 


| ſpear ruſhes to my mind on the contemplation of this awful ſcene, 


The cloud-capt towers, the phones; 5 
The ſolemn temples, the great globe itſelf, 


40 Vea, all which it inherits, thall diffolve,” 
e we: 


The faireſt. productions of art here bear the marks of bar- 
barous rage, and ignorance uſurps the fields, where learning 


reared her column to the ſkies. The far-famed Nile now rolls 
his ſtream through lonely plains, and ſullen laves the ſhores, 
where freedom imuled ; which Love. and which the Muſe were 


wont to graes l... | Nel Pal 
For the ſake of a more families ile, I have! eyed” the 


form of a diary in the following narrative. I deteſt formality, 


and would facrifice a well-turned period for the appearance of 
* 


55 „ 

e e. The reader Sh looks for connected accounts, Ciceronian | 
preg and poliſhed expreſſions, in theſe rambling pages, will 5 
be greatly miſtaken in the intention of the author; whoſe higheſt | 
aim is. to amuſe the curious, and to touch the humane. Looſe 

hints, conciſe deſcriptions, and unſtudied details, ſum up the 
chief parts of a work, which. is merely publiſhed to promote 

the intereſts of humanity, and to afford a caution to the unwary 
traveller. There is one thing which he has moſt reaſon to fear 
will be objected to it, and that is, the want of the marvellous Z 
and nue, in a 1 8 o e en the fables of an- 5 
ne =” b 28910 © 


THURSDAY, roth ur. 


| Coſi re is ſituated in 26· 20 Borte latitude, and is the Wütkern⸗ 
moſt port on the coaſt of Egypt. It has been a place of great 
1 note, and is ſtill conſiderable for the exportation of grain to 
= Arabia, which is brought in the caravan from the Nile. There 
2 is a prodigious: high range of mountains behind it, which are 
. an exact counterpart to thoſe on the Arabian ſide; through theſe 
= mountains is the road to the Nile. The harbor is defended to 
= the northward by a reef of rocks, which ſtretch about a mile into 
the ſea; and to the ſouthward and weſtward, the land forms it 
into the ſhape of a creſcent. Here is- water for ſhips of burden; 
but without a pilot, they could not venture into the baſon. The 
fort of Coſire ſtands upon a rifing ground; and is a ſquare 
building of about four hundred yards in circumference. It was 
formerly ſtrong enough, to have withſtood a regular attack; the 
walls being of ſtone, and raiſed to a conſiderable height. But 
at preſent, it is in a defenceleſs ſtate ; the breaches which time 
has made in it, being repaired with mud-work, and not more 
than three diſmantled pieces of cannon left to Fe . The 
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town Itſelf is in a more miſerable condition; of- all the Ru- 


merous hou ſes. which once reared their: heads here; nothing but 


their walls are ſtanding ;'ahd of the moſques, which goSd -Muſ- | 


ſulmen eſteem. beyond all other edifices, but the remains of two 


now can be diſcerned] and one of theſe bowed) almoſt to tlie ; 


ground. The reader is here preſented with a view of a' place, ſo 


ne to obſervation. It is a matter af conjecture whether, in 


fifty years hence, there will be any traces of habitatioris on a 


ſpot, which at this moment exhibits only the outlines of them. E: 


But if the town diſplays ſo unfavorable an appearance, it falls 
infinitely ſhort of the dreary aſpe& of the country around it. 
So far from a tree being in ſight, the eye cannot catch a verdant 


ſpot, whether it ſurveys the mountains within, or the plain that 
ſtlretches along the ſea-ſhore. And this deſart is the barrier to 


the celebrated and fertile land of Upper Egypt! 


At y 0 clock the, principal Turk and two Arabs came on bois 
the boat, to invite us aſhore, and to acquaint us that there was 


a houſe provided for our reception. We had paſſed but an un- 


comfortable night, and were overjoyed to be reſieved from our 


; ſaſpence, by ſo polite an invitation. We readily accepted of it, 
and ourſelves and our baggage were conveyed to the houſe ap- 


pointed for us; which, though the beſt in the town, was little 


better than an Engliſh barn. Here we were received by an Arab 


of diſtinction, whom we found to be the ſon of the Arabian 
ſhaik or prince of the diſtrict, who was abſent on an excurſion 
to the Nile. Though the garriſon of the fort of Coſire is un- 


der the command of a Turkiſh officer, appointed by the bey of 


Cairo, the government of the city and the 'commerce of the port, 
are entirely i in the hands of the Arabs; to the chief of whom 
we are recommended by the vizier of Vambo. This is a piece 
of intelligence which we have learnt from the nokidah of our 
boat, and indeed, the vizier could do no els, to atone for his - 


9 A e treachery 


HA S; 


father's place, and informed us, it was his intention to accom- 


[1223] 4 
he young man very politely "Oy ied TY 


pany us to the Nile, as ſoon as the caravan, which was daily 


expected, ſhould. arrive from thence. This he conſidered as the | 
leaſt Goth aſe and Mitt mode of travelling; as a few ca- 


uard, and run more \riſk of an attack 
2550 the banditti achick —_ the mountains of Upper Egypt. 


With theſe plauſible reaſons we are obliged to acquieſce, though 


the delays we undergo are not the ſmalleſt mortifications we 


meet with. Our room was crouded the whole day with viſtrors, 


whoſe curioſity led them to view us. Europeans they might 
have ſeen here in diſguiſe, but the habit which we wore was 
evidently new and ſurprizing to them. Among theſe people there 


were two Chriſtians, who appeared much rejoiced to ſee us, and 


preſented us with a diſh of ruſks, which were very light and pa- 
latable. They are clothed in the Arabian dreſs, which we like- 
wiſe intend to aſſume when we ſet out on our journey, not only 
to avoid the inquiſitive and illiberal temper. of the natives, but for 
the ſake of coolneſs. The looſe and light veſtments of the ori- 
ental nations are admirably adapted to the nature of their cli- 


mate; and the numerous folds of the muſlin turban, are the 


beſt invented defence againſt the burning _ of a vertical ſun. 


FRIDAY, 11th Jory. 


We had company, as yeſterday, to pay us their compliments 


this morning, for which we are as much indebted to the indolence 


of temper, as to the: politeneſs of the Arabs. If we except their 


hours of devotion, they have no other way of paſſing their time 


than in viſits of ceremony. Books are entirely neglected by them, 


except thoſe of a religious turn ; and which are more calculated to 


infuſe the gloom of ſuperſtition into the mind of a Muſſulman, 
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* to afford amuſement; Poetry itſelf, which: fest to have 
ſprung from the paſtoral: regions of Arabia; is no longer {courted 


nor acknowledged by this degenerate race; and the names of their 


poets are more honored and known in Europe than 1 in Aſie. 5 


Strange as this aſſertion may appear, there is nothing 


tain than the truth of it; and it cannot be diſputed, that the Pro- 
pagation of a novel and bigotted faith, has been always attended 
with the ſame melancholy effects in every part of the globe. The 


blindneſs of zeal deſtroys every thing that is not intimately con- 


nected with the object of its purſuit; and the high-priefts of a 
new-fangled doctrine, are the Goths and Vandals of the e age; 
who overturn the altars dedicated to the arts and ſciences. 2 


Another Chriſtian accompanied thoſe who'paid us'a viſit yeſ⸗ 
terday, and we learn, to our great ſatisfaction, that they are 


waiting for the caravan which is to convey us to the Nile. T here 
is an inexpreſſible pleaſure in meeting with thoſe: of our own re- 


ligion 1 in a foreign land, and eſpecially where the difference of opi- 


nion is ſufficient to occaſion the worſt of treatment to a traveller. 
But it is univerſally acknowledged, that Chriſtians have greater 
privileges, and experience better uſage in Egypt, than in any 
other part of Turkey. Governed by her own beys, and but no- 


minally dependant on the Porte, ſhe deviates wholly from the fal ſe 
ſyſtem which ſubſiſts in the Ottoman politics; and ſtudies her 


own intereſt in the favor ſhe ſhews to Chriſtianity. Too ſupine 
for ſtudy, and too proud for labor, the Mahometan reſigns. the 


pen and plough to the induſtrious Chriſtian. But for this deſpiſed 
tribe, the wheels of government would ftand till, and the Nile 


would yearly fatten his banks in vain. The mechanics, as well as 
huſbandmen, are of this perſuaſion ; and the ſecretaries, as well 
as moſt of the confidential officers of the great and 2 Princes * 
EgYPt, os the Chriſtian tenets. | 
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The Turkiſh commandant has juſt ſent to acquaint us, by our 


nokidah, that it is cuſtomary to ſearch the baggage of travellers; 
that the duties of the port may be levied on any merchandize they 
poſſeſs. Though we aſſured them that we were fitted out, not as 
merchants, but as travellers, we could have no objection to a prac- 
tice ſo uſual in all places. In the evening, therefore, we were vi- 
ſited by ſome of the principal people, to whom we opened our 
trunks; and can ſay, that the ſcrutiny was leſs rigid, and con- 


ducted with more deeency, than in many of the cuſtom-houſes of 


Europe. While theſe gentry were drinking coffee with us, at ſun- 
ſet intelligence was brought us of the caravan's approach, which 
afforded us no inconſiderable pleaſure. The young ſhaik was 
informed of his father's arrival, and haſtened to receive him. We 


ſoon learnt that only a part of the caravan was come with the 


Arabian ſhaik ; who ſent us his compliments, and excuſes for not 


walting on us, being fatigued with the journey. He promiſed to 


viſit us early in the morning, to provide us with camels, and to 
adjuſt the ceconomy of our expedition by the return of the cara- 
van, which would certainly be herein a few days. If we encoun- 
ter no further delays, we ſhall not repine at being betrayed into 
this route, which is new, and may afford us matter of curious ſpe- 
culation. As the wind alſo continues to blow from the N. W. 
quarter, we can the more eaſily give credit to our nokidah, who 
aſſures us, that our boat would not have gotten to Suez this month 
to come, and that the ſeaſon alone prevented our being carried to 
Suez agreeably to our deſire. As this fellow ſeems very earneſt 
to ſerve us, and has promiſed to remain here until we depart for 
the Nile, we the more readily forget the trick he played us, which 
the apprehenſions of the vizier's reſentment might induce him to 
commit. That titled villain has principally benefited by our miſ- 
fortunes ; and, were this laſt evil neceſſary to fill up the meaſure 
of them, inſtead of paying the enormous ſum of 650 dollars for 

5 ur 


T — 1 


our galt to Coſire, we might have been tranſpatice here at a 
trifling expence, on any of-the Numerous — chat t tra 
Vambo . this Path AV c off 36 neee 
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1 55 were * this morning with an early viſit from tis b 
Acai ſhaik, attended by the chief people of the town. He 5 
is an elderly man, of a good countenance and a polite addreſs, = 
and in every reſpect anſwers to the idea which an European 
would form of one of theſe leaders. He confirmed the tenders 
of ſervice, and promiſes of protection, made us by his ſon; and 
ſeemed willing to diſpatch us immediately to the Nile with the 
few camels he had here, provided we were content to leave our 
baggage behind, to be ſent after us by the great caravan. 
Though our living on the Nile until our baggage came up, would 
be more agreeable in reſpect to the ſituation, and the cheapneſs of 
proviſion, when compared with this place, we determined to wait 
for the caravan, which we now found was not expected theſe 
eight days. And this not only on account of ſecurity, but as it 
appeared to be the wiſh of the ſhaik, who declared his intention 
of accompanying us himſelf, or putting us under the protection 
of his ſon during the journey. When this point was ſettled, we 
requeſted the ſhaik to furniſh us with a camel to carry.a letter 
to the Nile, from thence to be forwarded to the India Company. 8 
agent at Cairo, that he might be adviſed of our arrival in theſe 
parts. To this the ſhaik chearfully conſented, and we addreſſed 
the following letter to Mr. Baldwin, and delivered it to the 
Arab. 
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% We take he -Uiberty-t to bände you "OY our e at 15 


Ns on the roth inſtant. A concurrence of accidents has obli- 
ged us to undertake this uncommon route, although it was our 
intention to have proceeded to Cairo by the way of Suez. As we 


are charged with diſpatches of the utmoſt conſequence from the 


preſident of Madras to the Court of Directors, we flatter our- 
ſelves, that this circumſtance will be a further inducement to 
your humanity, to intereſt yourſelf with the bey of Cairo in our 
behalf, that he may immediately iſſue paſſes to Ghinnah and 
Jirje, for our better ſecurity in going down the Nile. We have a 
protection from the vizier of Vambo to the Arab ſhaik of this 
diſtrict, who has treated us with great civility, and promiſes to 
fend us to the Nile, under charge of his ſon, by the return of 


the caravan, which is expected here in a few days. It is with 


his aſſiſtance that we are enabled to forward you this intelli- 


gence of our ſituation. When we have the pleaſure, Sir, of ſeeing 


you at Cairo, we ſhall do ourſelves the honor to deliver the letters 
we are charged with to your addreſs, which we conſider of too 
much importance to you to be truſted to this conveyance, 

In the hopes of meeting with you in a ſhort time, and of 
expreſſing our ſenſe of the ſervices which your influence in this 
country may afford us, we remain, et 
8 8 IR, 


Vour very obedient, Kc. 
8 Colure, on the coaſt of Upper Egypt, 


12th July, 8 „ 


When the maik and his courtiers had pers 1 leave, we had 


pr ince 


a continual levee the whole : mornin ng, and the durbar of an eaſtern 
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prince could not be more crquded than our apartments. We treat- 
ed our viſitors with coffee only, as it 1s the cuſtom of the country 
for every one to carry his principal entertainment about with 
him, which is the pipe. It ſupplies the place of meat and drink, 
and even thought itſelf ; though they tell you here, that the pipe 
is the beſt friend imaginable to meditation. Be this as it may, 
the Arabs do not ſeem to benefit by it in this reſpect; * never 


ne > did I ſee a paſſion carried to ſuch exceſs as this. 


eng- wo hae art — 


At noon the young ſhaik accompanied us in a walk ent the 
town, and as we paſſed the fort, we were ſaluted with one gun: a 
compliment for which we made a ſmall donation to the gunner. 


In this excurſion we gathered nothing, but a nearer view of the 


poverty of the people, and the dreary face of the country. At our 
return home we had another viſit from the ſhaik, to acquaint us, 


that the carriage of a letter to Cairo would be very heavy, and that 


we might as well omit ſending 1t. When he named 60 dollars 
for the trouble, we were not a little ſtartled at the ſum, and ſhould: 
have been well inclined to drop the matter, had we not held it of 


great moment to our concerns. We declined, however, giving 


ſuch an extravagant price, for what we told the ſhaik was of little 
conſequence in itſelf. He was called away by ſome buſineſs in the 
midſt of this conference, and our nokidah offered to follow him, 
and to bring him to reaſon in his demand. The fellow accord- 
ingly went on this embaſly to the ſhaik, who conſented at length 


to take 20 dollars for the diſpatch of the letter. The money was: 
immediately advanced, and the camel was that night ſent off to 


the Nile, if any reliance could be placed on the word of an Arab. 
The attempt to impoſe on us in a charge of this kind, was only 
conſidered by us as an effay on the ſtrength of our purſes ; and 
we are in hopes, from our having lowered them ſo conſiderably in 


their prices, that we ſhall be the leſs liable to impoſition, 1 in our 
future dealings with the natives of n 


Out : 
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Hur evening, as s uſual; was paſſed in receiving company, among 
Aiman we ſaw ſeveral people who were to be our fellow-travel- 
lers. There was a merchant, in particular, who was very intel- 
ligent, and offered to accommodate us with his houſe, on our 
arrival at Ghinnah, a large city on the Nile, to which the cara- 
van is to carry us. He tells us, to our great ſatisfaction, that 
we ſhall find no difficulty in procuring boats for our paſſage 
down the Nile; and that at the eaſy expence of 25 dollars. 80 
that our money holds out to Cairo, we muſt be content to pay 
for every inch of the road, through this ſtrange and remote 
country. We have been obliged to make ſeveral little preſents 
to the great people already; but theſe have been confined to 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, and bottles of European liquors. 
Theſe the Turkiſh commandant carried away under his garment, 
with all the gravity peculiar to his nation; and, to heighten the 
joke, he was pleaſed to let 1 i pals under * e 
tion of phyſic. pf 
Ihe weather here is remarkably pleaſant for this time of the 
year. This muſt be owing to the prevalence of the northerly 
winds, that blow acroſs the Red Sea to this coaſt. Neither are 
the dews ſo heavy and troubleſome, as we found them on the 
ſhores of Arabia. A lucky circumſtance to travellers, who have 
been fo long accuſtomed to the magnificent and ſpacious canopy 
of the ſky, that they cannot ſleep within doors, or be confined 
beneath the low and contracted roof of a chamber. We have a 
good yard ws Mall to the Nen where we pas the . 


SUNDAY, cath JoLy. : 


Our charges are 1 8 by the price of water, 
which is become ſo ſcarce, that we are at times at a loſs for a 
| n of it. The people here drink of a bad ſort, which they 


—— bring 
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Kelis from a ſpring at above a league's. diſtance, it not being. in 
their power to pay a quarter of a dollar per _ For ſo con- 
ſiderable a neceſſary of life. « 
The northerly wind continues to bow ſo rongly, that we 


have great reaſon to think we ſhould have been much longer | 


beating our paſſage to Suez, than we ſhall be in getting to Cairo 
by the route we have ſtumbled upon. The character of our 
nokidah begins to be again doubtful. After all his promiſes to 
ſtay by us until our departure, and to ſee us provided with good 
_ camels, he came to us this evening with the ſhaik, and, after a 
parade of his attachment towards us, pretended to regret the 
neceſſity which called him away. He even perſuaded the old 
man to declaim in his behalf; to acquaint us that the letter 
which the vizier of Vambo had ſent by the nokidah, was of the 
utmoſt moment to our intereſt ; that we were thereby entitled 
to the ſhaik's protection, as far as his life would afford it; and 
that he hoped we would remember him, now he was about to 
leave us. Notwithſtanding our indignation was rouzed at the 
prevarication of this fellow, we did not hold him worth our at- 
tention, nor did we chuſe to let the ſhaik into the reaſon of our- 
defiring his ſtay. It was our buſineſs to appear to place an un- 
limited confidence in the man, whom chance had made the 
maſter of our fates. And indeed he acted very impartially on 
the occaſion, and concluded his harangue, with intreating us to 

conſult our inclinations only, when we fixed on a recompence 
for the nokidah's ſervices. We thanked him for his goodneſs, 
and careleſsly added, that we would think on this ſubject in the 
morning. There is no doubt but the nokidah's waiting our 
motions, might be prejudicial to his affairs which ſummon him 
to Yambo ; but it was our declared intention to have made him 
a very handſome conſideration on this account. To have ſent 
advices to our friends 1 in India of our ſafety, and of our depar- 
| 8 _ ture 
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ture for the Nile, was a matter which we had much at heart. 
This very fellow had promiſed to accompliſh it. He has un- 


doubtedly forfeited all further pretenſions to our favor, fo that 


the 22 225 ne, we ee him will be Toe 2 gf 


'M oN D A pi 14th Jory. 
The greateſt part of the morning was ſpent in a converſation 
with the nokidah, and in writing a letter to the vizier, in teſti- 
mony of this fellow's good treatment of us. His conducting 


us to this place appears to have been more the vizier's crime 


than his; and, in ſpite of his recent abuſe of our confidence, our 


diſtreſſes had not deprived us of the principle of forgiveneſs, ſo 


far as to permit us to deny him a requeſt of this nature. The 


ſafety of his family, who were in the vizier's power, depended, 


as he aſſured us, upon our word. The addreſs was extraordi- 
nary enough, to a man who had been the primary cauſe of our 


misfortunes ; and it may be expected that we did not miſs the 


opportunity to give a vent to our indignation. But, irritated 
as we were againſt the miniſter, we diſdained even to expoſtu- 
late with him on his unfair proceedings. We were determined 
not to afford him matter of triumph, and concealed the effects 
which his deteſted policy had been attended with. The letter was 
expreſſed in general terms; and we bore witneſs to the conduct 
of the nokidah, as far as regarded his attention and reſpect to- 


wards us. With this he ſeemed better ſatisfied than with the. 


preſent we made him. We aſſigned but ten dollars for himſelf 
and the pilot, of whom I have made ſuch frequent mention in 
the journal of the boat. This was a ſufficient mortification to 
people, whoſe expectations had been raiſed by the rewards we 
promiſed them on our ſafe arrival at Suez, and whoſe ideas of 
our wealth were ſo extravagant. The ſeveral trifles we had left 
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_ which was deviſed againſt us in the town of Yambo. ol 


the preſence of the former will prove an infallible check on the 
the difference, by paying an equal attention to theſe chiefs, . 
by attaching ourſelves to one, run the chance of incurring — 
date of the bey of Cairo; and to his influence we muſt commit 
i lies with the Turkiſh officer, who commands the fort of Coſire 
duct of the ſhaik. They never meet at our houſe but by acci- 


them. The Arab, in particular, is uneaſy at the fr quent viſits 
of the other, and it is no longer ago than this morning, that he 


While the Turk, on the other hand, let us this afternoon into 
the knowledge of every thing that we wanted to be informed 


laſt degree to their parents, charitable in their ee and 
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in the boat amount d 10 no inconſiderable ſum; bak the: value of, _ 
' theſe were. Already forgotten; . We were more liberal tothe boats 


crew, who. came at the ſame: time to take leave of as they 
had been the innocent inſtruments. i in' the execution of the plot, 


We perceive a jealouſy: ſubſiſts between the Turk and Arab 


on our account, which we have no reaſon to be concerned at. As 
motions: of the ſhaik, we ſhall rather be deſirous of fomenting : 
reſentment of the other. The government of the diſtrict is un- 
doubtedly 1 in the hands of the ſhaik, who holds it from the man- 
ourſelves 1 in our journey to the Nile. But the oftenſible dignity. 
in the name of the bey, and is placed: here as a ſpy on. the con- 


dent; and then nothing but common civility paſſes between 
cautioned us to truſt to him alone for the ſupply of our wants. 


of. The cuſtomary price of camels to the Nile will be but trifling, 
and we hope, by his means, to eſcape the impoſitions which we 
ſhould otherwiſe incur from the poverty of the Arabs, who, in 
many reſpects, are of no unamiable character. We have found 
them to be decent in their manners, and temperate in their diet; 
addicted to no warmth or levity of temper, reſpectful in the 


humane 


t en * 


Knibags tor NPR neee : ſtrietly attentive to all the forms of | 


ir religion, and wholly unacquainted with the unnatural vices 


which originated in the Eaſt, and have long diſgraced the Chriſ- 


tian empire. But this aſſemblage of 1955 PRE? 18 Rees 
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to cover e {heme of Fay It maſt. be owned, the e e 
of people, who. almoſt live in a ſtate of nature, muſt bear hard 
on the. innate principles. of goodneſs which they may poſſeſs ; 


and when the. prejudices of their religion, which inculcate the 


practice of deceit towards Chriſtians, are thrown into the ba- 
lance, it will not be ſo much wondered at, that the ſcale of in- 
juſtice prevailed againſt us : that we were ſo maltreated in Ara- 
bia, or that we ſhall be obliged to win our WAY, through the de- 
farts of Thebais to the Nile, by dint of gold. 

Ihe young ſhaik, after his father had left us, took a liking 


to a very good ſpying-glaſs which we had brought with us. As 


he is likely to be our fellow- traveller, we begged his acceptance 


of it. At the ſame time our nokidah came to take his leave; 


and we parted on good terms, notwithſtanding What had paſſed 
between us. 


"TUESDAY, 15th JuLY. 


This morning a jar of water was brought to us 5 om the ſhaik, 
Which had juſt arrived from the mountains. He had heard us 
complain yeſterday of the want of ſweet water, and very politely 
ſent this jar to our houſe, which had come for his own drinking. 
We were content to pay three dollars for the carriage, as we ſet 


an higher value upon water, in our preſent circumſtances, . than 


If it were wine, We had an early viſit from the old man, to 
whom 


i 134 1 


di we preſented a piece of Indian chintz for his women. 
Had we been apprized of our going this road, we might have 
brought numberleſs trifles from our veſſel, which would have 
appeared of ſome eſtimation in the eyes of a people, to whom all 
foreign articles have the charms of novelty. This man however 
has ſeen more of the world than the generality of his country- 
men. He has been twice at Conſtantinople ; and at Alexandria, 
he tells us, he went on board an Engliſh man of war of ſixty 
guns, from which he ſeems to have derived an high idea of the 
power and dignity of the Britiſh nation. He has been comfort- 
ing us with the hopes of the caravan's not exceeding the time 
appointed for its appearance ; which now approaches, to our 
great ſatisfaction. There is nothing to be ſeen here but” ſea, 
mountain, and ſky ; and we long to be coaſting the banks of the 
Nile, and to become eye-witneſſes of the fertility and beauty of 
a country, ſo celebrated by hiſtorians, and confirmed in our ad- 
miration by the teſtimony of the people here, who are never 
tired of repeating its praiſes. We learn that our boat, and four 
others, failed this morning for Vambo; and that three larger 
ones remain here to receive their lading from the caravan. Ths 
paſſage to Vambo can be made with eaſe in four or five days. 
What a contraſt to the long and tedious voyage that we ex- 
perienced to this place 
Nothing is a greater proof of the warlike Sia of the = 
Arabs, than the pleaſure they take in the inſpection of arms of 
all kinds. Our ſwords, guns, and piſtols, have undergone a_ 
thouſand examinations ; and been honored with a profuſion of 
applauſes, not, we ſuſpect, without hopes, on their ſide, of pro- 
fiting by our politeneſs. Were a ſword or ſpear to be put into 
the hand of an Arab, whatever diſguiſe he might be in, his bent 
of mind would as quickly betray itſelf, as did Achilles', when he 
handled the arms which Ulyſſes placed before him. He IS al- 


9 | Ways 


* r % ²˙ . ae en on aan A wrt 


* r e. Ar ene x von wet In : 


* 135 5 


ways armed as if going to battle; and we never ſee any one, 
whoſe profeſſion allows of it, unprovided with a pair of loaded 
_ piſtols. in his girdle; a ſabre and a dagger by his fide, and a ſpear 
of about ſix feet in length in his right hand. In his left he al- 
ways carries a pipe, which, moderately ſpeaking, is not five mi- 
nutes together from his lips in the courſe of the day. Though 
this. general practice of carrying fire arms on peaceable occa- 
ſions, is totally repugnant to the ideas of civilized minds, there 
is nothing but what may be reconciled to us by the force of 
habit; and we now view this threatening apparatus of war with- 
out the ſmalleſt emotion. In the evening the ſhaik brought us 
7 plate of unripened limes, which, indifferent as they were, we 
underſtand have come from the neighborhood of the N ile. 
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F WEDNESDAY, i6th JuLy. 


Wea are very fortunate i in reſpect to the owner of the — 9 we 
live! in. He is an old Arab, of a civil demeanor and a quiet 
temper; and if ever a mortal palled away an inoffenſive life, it is 
this hoſt of ours, His worldly cares extend not beyond the little 
c of an humble roof, and the ſale of a few articles, with 
which he makes ſhift to provide for the calls of nature. The 
only luxury he taſtes of, is his pipe of tobacco and his cup of 
coffee; and his ſole enjoyment, is the tendance of a milch goat, 

that follows him about with the docility of a dog. The milk of 
this animal he kindly reſerves for our uſe; and, indeed, it is 
ſerviceable to us, in a miſerable place, where milk is not to be 
procured. In the courſe of ſuch a ſimple life, it is not likely 
that he ſhould imbibe the errors which higher ſtations are apt to 
betray their poſſeſſors into; and there is no doubt but the prayers 
of this poor Arab are acceptable to the Almighty diſpoſer of all 
things. Content carries along with it the aſpect of every virtue; ; 


and 
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and not to repine at the deſtiny which Heaven tis Alotted 16s, 
is certainly of more ſolid importance to mankind, than the at⸗ 1 
tainment of a thouſand dazzling talents, Which, by fitting "us to 
the admiration of this world, too often render v us indifent to 
the acquiſition of a more glorious recompence. ee 
The ſhaik and the commandant are become very regular in 
their viſits to us. By this particular attention we conceive hopes 
of the caravan's approach, as we do not think they would thus 
court us through mere form. The Turk is by much the more 
modeſt of the two, which muſt be attributed to a more general 
knowledge of the world. He has aſked for nothing but the li- 
quor before mentioned; and has received nothing from us, but 
a piece of muſlin handkerchiefs, which we preſented him with 
laſt night. The Arab does not maintain this decency in his con- 
duct, though he is by no. means open in his demands. He is 
continually aſking us, through the channel of . our interpreter, ; 
of the things we poſſeſs ; and this morning deſired to look at a 
curious pair of piſtols of mine, which I had carefully concealed 
from his knowledge. Though I could not learn in what man 
ner he had diſcovered them, I was obliged to promiſe them to 
him on our arrival at the Nile; when we fondly flattered ourſelves 
to be delivered from the neceſſity of ſtanding upon our guard. 
Theſe piſtols have a ſtop upon the cocks, which muſt render 
them ſafer to an Arab, who is accuſtomed, ona march, to ſleep 
with them in his girdle. 

The weather was hotter to-day than we have before expe- 
rienced it, which we attribute to an alteration in the wind, that 
has blown from the land, though very faintly. Were it not for 
the conſtant gales which prevail in theſe ſeas, the coaſts would 
be ee hot, as the ſoil 1s 9 but rock 5 65 land. 
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THURSDAY, 15th Jour. 


The maik brought us this morning a bottle of cinnamon- water 
5 val his cloak. We were prevailed on to taſte it, out of com- 
pliment to him, who ſhewed us the example, but we heartily re- 


pented of it. Whether owing to the till, or whatever cauſe it 


might be, there was a copperas taſte in the liquor, that did not 
agree with our ſtomachs. This will be a caution how we make 
free with foreign liquors, among a people, whoſe 1gnorance may 
be impoſed on by the venders of theſe articles. 

We have diſcovered an amiable trait in the character i the 
old man, which has conſiderably heightened our opinion of him. 
He has a paternal regard for his ſubjects, and ſeems to ſhare in 


any innocent recreation they can take. It was no longer ago 


than laſt night, that a ſlave-boy, belonging to our company, was 


playing on the fiddle for the entertainment of the ſhaik. The 


novelty of the found brought a crowd about the gate of the 


yard, where we were ſitting on carpets to enjoy the cool of the 


evening. The old man perceived them to be Pleaſed with the 


muſic, and aſked our permiſſion to let them come in. This was 


no ſooner granted, than the yard was filled with people of all 
ranks, who expreſſed great ſatisfaction and ſurprize at the ſkill 
of a boy, who might be put on a footing with the blind fiddlers 


that ſet a country wake in motion. The ideas of the better ſort 


of a ſimple people, cannot be expected to be more refined than 
thoſe of the lower claſs of a poliſhed nation. Nature is the ſame 


in every climate, and betrays its want of cultivation, by an un- 
diſtinguiſhing taſte in the ſeveral degrees of perfection to which 


the arts and ſciences may be carried. The notes of a violin or 
flute may touch a rude ear with ſenſations of delight, although 
not regulated by the pauſes of time; or how can we pretend to 
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(1 38 955 
receive pleaſure from the wild notes of the wood - lark or night- 
ingale ? The truth is, we look not for any excellence in the 
bird, but what nature has afforded. © The ſweetneſs of his pipe 


makes ample amends for the irregularity of the meaſure; and we 
drink the melody, without feeling the want of correctneſs. 


We had a viſit-as uſual, from the Turk, who watches his time, 


and comes always after the departure of the ſhaik. He informs 


us, that he has juſt had a meſſenger, who brings advice of the 


immediate. departure of the caravan from the Nile. If this ac- 
count be true, it muſt. arrive within two days at furtheſt. The 
Turk ſhewed us a chop or ſignet, that he received from Ibra- 
him Beg, the bey of Cairo, nominating him to the command of 
the fort of Coſire. He is a very obliging and good-humored 
man; and it will be our inclination, as well as intereſt, to culti- 
vate his friendſhip. 


It is not often that we venture out of the doors of our 


gateway, except by moon-light, when we ſtray down to the ſea- 
ſide, which is the only proſpect from this place that can bear 
_ obſervation. There was doubtleſs ſome appearance of cultiva- 
tion, when the country was better inhabited, as the moſt ſtubborn 
ſoil cannot reſiſt the efforts of induſtry. But as the power of 
the Turks began to decline in theſe parts, commerce failed apace; 
the inhabitants of this populous city removed by degrees to the 
more fertile banks of the Nile, and have left it a prey to pe 
and deſolation 


FRIDAY, 18th Jvrv. 


We received very diſagreeable tidings this morning relative to 


the caravan. The road is ſo infeſted with Buddoos, or wild 
Arabs, that its progreſs is delayed, until a reinforcement arrives 
from the Nile, It ſeems that a ſhaik of the mountains, through 
worn Which 
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' dd the caravan paſſes, has lately diſappeared ; ſo that the ſe- 


curity which the country was in from his influence, no longer 
ſubſiſts. It is cuſtomary for the caravan to pay a tribute to theſe = 
chiefs, for a paſſage through their diſtricts. They are only rob- 


bers of a larger growth, and openly ſet their protection to ſale, x 
to defend the traveller from the rapine of their tribes. 


Diſtreſſing as this circumſtance is, we are habituated to difap- 


| pointment, and are arrived at that happy temper of mind, which 


rejects complaint in things unavoidable. As ſoon as a ſufficient 
number of camels arrive, to tranſport ourſelves and baggage to 
the river, we are determined to ſet out, in company with the ſhaik 
or his ſon ; our number and fire-arms being ſufficient, in our 
opinion, to put any band of robbers to flight. We ſhall, at leaſt, 


make up fifteen camels; not to mention the Chriſtians and 


others, who might be glad to join us on ſuch an expedition. But 
it is likely we ſhall not be reduced to take this ſtep, which, at any 
rate, muſt be attended with riſk. The caravan may come before 
any further intelligence, as it only waited for the diſperſion of the 
Buddoos, who are between it and this place; and the practice of 
giving notice of its approach, by lighting fires on the hills, has 
been diſcontinued, ſince the arrival of theſe tr oubleſome neigh- 
bors. a 


+ 


'The boats that waited for grain n by the caravan, are now reſolv- 
ed upon failing, as its appearance is ſo uncertain. The maſter of 


a boat belonging to Judda, came to us this morning to know our 
commands. As he ſeems to be a good ſort of man, and this is the 


only opportunity we may have of adviſing our friends in India of 
our ſituation, we are determined to write by him, to the care of 


Mr. Horſeley at Mocha, who has his letters N punctually for- 
warded to Suez per viam Judda. 


The Arabs are beggars from the higheſt to the loweſt. Indeed, 
ſo ſacred is the ſtate of poverty among them, that they hold its 
5 Votaries 


{> 4 
votaries as under the peculiar direction of Providence. And this 
humane notion is the ſource of that charity, which is the moſt 
general virtue they poſſeſs. It is not, therefore, to be wondered 85 
at, that an Arab feels not the ſhame which overſpreads the cheek 85 
of an European petitioner. He aſks, without ſcruple, for what ge 
thinks his poverty entitles him to; and intrudes himſelf in his 1 
rags into the preſence of his ſuperiors, from which he ſeldom or 
never experiences a repulſe. A ſon of a ſhaik of Yambo is about 
to return thither on one of the boats, and came to- day to demand 
a preſent of us. As we were at a loſs what to offer him, the old 
ſhaik ſtood our friend on this occaſion, and gave him two gold 
pieces in our name, called mauheboops, of the value of one dollar 
and an half each. Theſe we are to give him credit for when we 

ſettle accounts with the ſhaik. In the evening the man came for £14 
our letters, which we delivered to him. n = 


SATURDAY, r9th jobs; 


The air was ſo bleak during the night, that we were N to 
retire into the houſe, though the place we ſleep in is defended 
from the wind, by the height of the walls. This is one of the 
fineſt climates under the ſun, the air ſerene and wholeſome, and 
the ſky always unclouded. The rays of the ſun are tempered by 

the refreſhing breezes from the ſea, which conſtantly blow during 
the hotter months of the year. The ſoutherly winds, prevail only 
in December, January, and February; and at the changes of the 
moon, they are ſometimes felt for a day or two in the other 
months. From our experience of this ſea, we do not think it 
practicable for a veſſel to get up to Suez later than March. But 
then ſhe may always reach Colire, whence her packets, and even 
her goods, may be conveyed at an eaſy expence to the Nile. Ghin- 
nah, a city of Upper Egypt, is ſituated about 130 miles W. N. W. 


JV 
of Coſire; thither the caravan goes, and there boats may be had 
in great plenty for Cairo, which is 500 computed miles from 
thence. This route can be only recommended to a packet- boat 
with diſpatches from India, or to a veſſel that loſes her paſſage to 
Suez; as the expence of boat-hire down the river, and the cuſ- 
toms of this port, would prove a conſiderable draw-back on the 
profits of the voyage. But in ſuch a ſituation, we doubt not that 
_ veſſels would find their account in coming here, inſtead of repair- 
ing to Judda, as the ſnow Adventure had orders to do, to the 
great loſs of her owners. A treaty of commerce might as readily 
be effected with the princes of Upper Egypt, as with the bey of 

Cairo; if the India Company do not conſider this trade as pre- 
judicial to their intereſts. It is not my intention, at preſent, to 
enter into a diſcuſſion of this matter, as I acknowledge myſelf but 
an incompetent judge of it. But if the ſpecies of goods which are 
carried to the Cairo market, and the channels into which they are 
afterwards thrown, be conſidered, it does not appear, that the 
eſtabliſhment of this commerce would operate materially to the 
Company's loſs. The cargoes for this track are chiefly of the 
fineſt aſſortment, and their circulation confined to the ports of 
the Mediterranean; fo that it is not to be feared they will inter- 
fere with the ſale of the Company's merchandiſe *. 

The Arabs here are much leſs reſerved in converſation than i in 
Arabia. The ſhaik himſelf has mentioned his wives to us more than 
once, though it is a ſubject on which his countrymen at home 
preſerve the ſtricteſt ſilence. But in proportion as they are re- 
moved from the land of their Prophet, it would ſeem that they 
throw off the auſterity which is inſeparable from bigotry. Their 
features are conſiderably relaxed here, of the ſolemnity that they 


It is not unlikely that this queſtion will be decided by the Turks themſelves, 
whoſe fickleneſs and rapacity may lead them to overſet an infant commerce, by means 
more forcible to thoſe engaged in it, than the authority of the legiſlature itſelf, 


affect. 


* 142. 3 3 
affect at W and the old man r a a with as 3 


glee as ourſelves. He has juſt now gained much upon our con- 
fidence by an inſtance of forbearance, which beſpeaks him ſome- 
what diveſted of the rapacious ſpirit of his tribe. My European 


ſervant was imprudent enough to venture out in the duſk, into the 


quarter of the town where the les de joie reſide. He was diſco- 
vered by the patrole, and after having ſuffered ſome indignities, was 
hurried away to the guard-houſe, whence he was releaſed by the 
ſhaik's order, as ſoon as the report was made to him. This hap- 
pened two nights ago, and was kept from our knowledge. The 
old man was very backward to mention the ſubject to us, which 
he did at length, on account, we believe, of the miſchief that 
might enſue to the fooliſh fellow, were he ever caught by the na- 
tives in ſuch a place again. Had this incident occurred at Yambo, 
or even at Mocha, where ſtrangers are leſs liable to impoſitions, 
there is no doubt but the ſervant would have been detained in 
priſon, until his liberty was purchaſed at the price of three or four 
hundred dollars. | 
The ſhaik brought us word this evening, that he had juſt re- 
ceived certain intelligence of the caravan having left the Nile. 
While he was fitting with us, an. expreſs arrived, intimating 
that a party of Buddoos were in the neighborhood, and had ſeized 
a camel and four aſſes belonging to the town, which had gone 
out this morning to fetch charcoal. The old man immediately 
ſignified his reſolution to ſally forth with a few attendants, and 
obſerve their motions. For this end he borrowed the pair of 
piſtols belonging to me, which he had long fixed his eye upon, 
and which I had promiſed to preſent him with on our arrival at 
Ghinnah. Fires were now lighted on the different eminences 
which overlook the town, and the drum beat to arms. Nor were 
theſe precautions uſeleſs, in ſuch a defenceleſs place as this, which 
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accoutered band. But theſe robbers are reported not only to be 
indifferently armed, but to be void of all ſpirit when they meet 
with reſiſtance. The third part may be furniſhed with match- 


locks, and the reſt with ſpears and ſwords. A miſerable race, 


wandering from hill to hill, and ſubſiſting on the pilfer of ſtrag- 


gling paſſengers. We prepared our fire-arms for their reception, 
ſhould they venture to aſſault our caſtle ; and there was little oc- 
caſion for our keeping a regular watch, as it was not poſſible to 
obtain a ſound nap during the night, whoſe dull ear” (as Shake-_ 
| ſpear denotes it) was deafened by the rattling of the drum, and 
the chorus of a war-ſong. Theſe the Arabs continued until the 
morning dawned, and, delivering them from their fears, permit- 
ted us to take an hour's repoſe. 


SUNDAY, 2oth Jux v. 


We find that the Turkiſh commandant had every thing in rea- 
dineſs in the fort, to have done execution among the Buddoos. 
The gunner this morning was ſpunging the few pieces that are 


mounted on the walls, having drawn, we ſuppoſe, the charges 


of powder, which may ſerve on a future occaſion. The Turk 


breakfaſted with us, and magnified, with the rhodomontade of 


his nation, the ſtrength of his citadel, and the valor of his 
troops ; both of which, however, we muſt confeſs, might with- 
ſtand the attack of an army of ſuch vagrants, as theſe have been 
repreſented to us | 


Even in this remote corner of the globe the character of the 


Turks ſtrongly diſplays itſelf. Suſpicious of ſtrangers, and jea- 
lous of obſervation, they endeavor to conceal their weakneſs un- 


der an oftentatious language. Though he has never invited us 


into his fort, the commandant frequently talks of the impor- 


tance of his charge; and though the contempt which the ſhaik 
entertains. 
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entertains for him is too viſible to eſeape our Aiken he is willing 
to inſpire us with an idea of his own ſuperiority. Conſcious 
that his power is daily mouldering away in theſe parts, the Turk 
grows more and more diſtruſtful of the Arab; while the latter 
can no longer ſuppreſs the rancor which he has conceived againſt 
his tyrannical*maſters. To what lengths this mutual averſion 
will carry them, time alone can diſcover. - But this appears pro- 
bable: ſhould a favorable conjuncture preſent itſelf to the Arabs, 
to recover the territories of Egypt, it will not paſs by unheeded. 
This conqueſt of their Prophet's family may return into their 
hands, and then, by a natural courſe of things, revert to the do- 
minion of the original poſſeſſor. Thus, by a retrograde motion, 
the chains of bondage may be unlooſed, and the rights of the 
native be reſtored to him. 2 

One of the preſent ſubjects of our l 1s, that the 
houſe we live in will not laſt our time, ſhould the caravan meet 
with further delays. The rafters are of the date-tree, and in- 
ſtead of plank or tiles, the floor is compoſed of ruſhes laid cloſe 
together. On this looſe ſand is placed, and over all the coarſe 
matts of the country. Materials of this fort muſt have a won- 
derful elaſticity in them ; and every ſtep we take, is attended by 
an univerſal tremor of the houſe. Neither would a anger ima- 
gine that we were better provided in regard to the roof. This 
is formed of nothing ſtronger than ruſhes, on which ſtones are 
heaped, to prevent their being ſcattered by the winds, But in 
this ſettled climate the native requires no defence, but againſt 
the rays of the ſun; thunder and lightning being almoſt un- 
known to him; and even rain a very uncommon viſitor. By 


the accounts of the inhabitants, no rain has fallen at Coſire for- 


theſe three years paſt ; nor does it ever exceed a ſhower or two, 
when it comes. Of this the ſtructure of their remaining houſes 
is an unqueſtionable proof; for being rebuilt with mud, and half 
5 thatched 
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thatched with roſhes, one day of rain would mix them with their 
mother earth.” 
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Old and deſolate as this town 1s, cats are the M bs and almoſt 
only nuiſance which we have found here. But we are infeſted 
with theſe vermin to ſuch a degree, that no proviſion can be ſe- 
cured from their talons during the night. It is to no purpoſe 
to lock the door, when the roof is ſo unable to withſtand their 
aſſaults. A droll adventure happened laſt night, in conſequence 
of the voraciouſneſs of theſe animals, which may not be unwor- 
thy of remark. We had. been preſented with a diſh of nice 
cakes by one of our Chriſtian acquaintance, which a ſervant, 
out of his great wiſdom, hung up in the room where one of our 


_ companions ſlept. Though the doors and windows were flung 


open on account of the heat, he thought the cakes would be ſafer 


here than in any other place ; and for the greater ſecurity, ſuſ- 
pended them over the gentleman's bed. But the very reverſe fell 
out. When all was quiet, the cats, which had been attracted in 
great numbers by the ſavory ſmell of the cakes, ruſhed in at once 
from all quarters, and, without the leaſt reſpect to the intended 
guardian of them, and directed by inſtin& to their booty, flew 
in a tumultuous manner towards it. Our companion was 
awakened by the growling of two of theſe ferocious creatures, 
who were diſputing for a prize on his pillow; and, finding by 
the noiſe which aſſailed his ears, that the combat raged with 
equal fury on all ſides, he ran to a ſtick that ſtood near him, and 
with an activity equally new and ſurprizing, lay about him with 


ſuch ſucceſs, that his perſecutors made off at length with the re- 


mains of the plunder. We, who took up our lodging in the 
yard, were diſturbed by this uncommon tumult, which did not 
* continue 
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continue leſs than a PETR of an hour. It immediately recalled 
to our minds an adventure of Don Quixote's, with this diffe- 


rence only, that the preſent was not a preconcerted one. It was 


perhaps happy for our friend, that the cats had ſomething forcible 


enough to draw their attention from him, or his face and body 


might have ſured equally with the knight's of facetious memory. 
Our mirth was increaſed however according to the innocence of 
the diſtreſs, which deprived him of his ſleep during the whole 
night. This was every moment broken by the mewing of theſe 
animals, that hovered around the ſcene of action until the day 


broke, and diſcloſed to the unfortunate hero the cauſe of his 
perplexity. 


Should we remain here much longer, we ſhall not have where- 


with to ſupply the cravings of theſe people, who are continually 


importuning us for powder, ball, flints, and every article that they 
fix their eyes upon. Empty bottles are particularly acceptable 


to them; and the ſhaik himſelf did not diſdain to requeſt a dozen 


for his own uſe. Even ſuch trifles as theſe have given riſe to 
jealouſies in this ſimple place: nay, one of the ſhaik's guards has 


gone ſo far, as to throw out threats of vengeance againſt. our 


ſervant Ibrahim, becauſe the preference of a few bottles was 


given to another. To puniſh his inſolence, we took upon us 
this morning to forbid this fellow the houſe. Since our firſt ar- 
rival he has been remarkably officious, and profuſe of his tenders 
of ſervice; but as we have always conſidered him in the light of 
a ſpy, we did not regret the opportunity which permitted us to 


nd ourſelves of ſo troubleſome a viſitor. 


TU ESD A v. 22d JULY. 


A boat arr ved laſt night from Tor, in the gulf of Suez, 
which brings intelligence that there are four Englith veſſels ſtill 


at 
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at sue. We may therefore flatter ourſelves with the hopes of 
relieving our friends in India from their apprehenſions for our 
ſafety: the accounts we have hitherto ſent being unſatisfactory, 


and their conveyance uncertain. Our ſhaik likewiſe informed us, 
in the courſe of his viſit this morning, that two Europeans had 
arrived in a boat at Tor, and had ſet out on camels for Suez 


without any eſcort, about a month ago. Theſe we know to be 


the gentlemen already mentioned to have touched at Vambo, and 


who had the charge of the packet which Captain Dibdin brought 


from Madras. We could not but congratulate ourſelves on be- 


ing carried by this road inſtead of that by Tor, which would 
infallibly have been the furtheſt port that our boat could have 


reached in the Red Sea, at this ſeaſon. Our ſituation appears to 
us in every reſpect more eligible than theirs. The country be- 
_ tween Tor and Suez is eſteemed the moſt uncivilized in all Ara- 
bia. There is no regular caravan, and we cannot but tremble 


for the ſecurity of theſe adventurers. Their appearance indeed is 


a powerful circumſtance in their favor ; and it might be better 


for us, if we were as bare of baggage and my as 8 are re- 


ported to be. 


The ſhaik informs us, that another camel 1 ſome aſſes have 


been taken by the buddoos, which occaſioned his ſending an ex- 


preſs laſt night to meet the caravan, and warn it of the danger. 


The alarm which theſe robbers have ſpread through the country, 
has certainly been the cauſe of its extraordinary delay, Which is 


ſo grievous to the inhabitants of Coſire, that the Turkiſh com- 
mandant juſt now told us, he has diſpatched a camel to Ghin- 


nah, to requeſt that an additional guard may be ſetit after the 
caravan, to conduct it hither. A ſcarcity of every article of life 
has been felt here for ſome time, and famine itſelf can wy be 
warded off for a few days longer. 5 

There 1 is a trait in the character of the Arabs, which 1s very 


. | diſgufting ; 


* 1 2 5 e 5 33 5 ” ” > ” r 89 * . — 
— + * I, 4 * 1 — : £3 rde 3 Wy Ts V 7 * l . * — _ BI ET 5 * > - F 8 
3% PR i 8 > 2 8 22 * 5 1 4 8 z T — - es ES. « — : al 1G — - by 1 8 F 5 an + £ 0 a Z 4 yy 1 — — 7 
* » RL rs —— Y 8 > — — 8 =_— "= JA J ay} 48 — : — bevy — - 4 Su. "— " — 2 2 * 2 _ . * Dee — — 34 — — 3 Y 
* k EL g 3 ; \ l ; , p 8 ny * FS Ba n n e e F — „ e or. > RNs 2 i 222 r 3 _— P24 1x; SS _- \ - Fw mn 7 ns - —*"I__ 05% a? 1 A b ag _—_ 1 1 1 IE: - a+ \ = 
I Eh. - = 1 2 + 2 . : — . q 8 J La 3 n IX r 5 8 r 8 * 2 A > ” "- 9 o 2 . KR 2 — — < > "5 th - = <7 fo — - — 6 * r 
— 3 — i bee, - . "yg ai OR es 6 e —— {SEE RS oo. - - a re EY * — „ . 'a * G > * — 5k * " — „ e © ea — ND Fr oy . - ” — r = y . 2 == OS 
2 — . r 18 18 — 7 — — tht 2 1 n ee SS . . 5 ＋ r = 4x — 2 . r 2 1 — 2 a 8 * a IE . er y 5 N — 82 — ** 3 — FT n - v* N a 70 * ee 1 "TW LN LEE —_— — =. * 2 
„ 3 REIT SoC ee ESR TA Iv Pa 5 MD ee WE Lg JJ ᷣͤᷣͤͤ» ] ꝛ¹mꝛ ęq S nn I... c r Belge >, up" r „„ CE 
- i r 5 A es 4 E. dent), 1 S ae ra HS es 5 8 F * Nr — oY — 2 f — ” —_ — * Ts r Ar. . 3 aſt - 2 5 pot T3 INN Sol +, * — ” — A —— 2 
= © ERS = Le Pg . 9 . S 2 e 5 8 822 9 ag „ 5 — 9 D EA Mg... r i . * „ - 5 - L * þ — * 
wy \ 9 be 8 f 4 = - - MESS vo 5 0 Tr, * — 2 6 2. * — ” * * N 5 2 r K 8 *. 8 „ n p " 8 2 r] —— + i pe" « . 
2 2 * 7 LT vie W X — EES , BEI CE en RG 3 > 5 r = . : 7 . FS . * _ dai . y 
bas 1 N 7 - N pe 
© _ 5 . „ 
. \ \ : : : 
9 = \ _ _ n 


= 


148 3 wh . . 


aifroſting's ; but no more 2 to them than to Muſſulmen in 
general. They are ſo dirty in their linen, that though they 


take great pains to adorn themſelves in gay apparel, this habitual 
uncleanlineſs cannot be concealed. Their ſhirt is of the coarſeſt 
linen, and much reſembles the Engliſh ſhift. Their drawers 


are looſe, and uſually of ſilk, and their under garment of dyed 
linen, except on particular occaſions, when it is exchanged for 
a more coſtly one of filk. Over this they throw a cloak of broad- 


cloth, which is edged with fattin or fur. They wear ſlippers on 


their feet, and turbans on their heads, of much leſs magnitude 


than the other followers of Mahomet. The dreſs of the women 
varies little from that of the men. Their ſhirt and drawers are 


the ſame, but their whole habit conſiſts of a looſe gown, which 


is gathered up and faſtened at the breaſt. They take the greateſt 
pride in their hair, which falls down their necks in numerous 


plaits. But this is concealed when they go abroad by a part of 


their vails, with as much care as their faces. The vail is di- 


vid ed into two pieces, and joins by a claſp on the forehead, 
which is either of gold or of precious ſtones: ſo that the fore- 
head and eyes are entirely expoſed to public view. The com- 


plexions of the females are much fairer than thoſe of the men, 
which muſt be attributed to the care which is taken to preſerve 
them from the ſun. In this particular they ſeem to be a diſtinct 


ſpecies from their ſwarthy mates; and are really ſo in reſpect to 
the neatneſs of their dreſs, and the liberality of their principles. 
This encomium is but due to their merit, and falls ſhort of the 


aſſiſtance which we experienced from them in the hour of our 
greateſt diſtreſs. 5 


WEDNESDAY, . 
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WEDNESDAY, 2d Joy. 


We v were dt ſtruck this morning with the appearance 
of three camels, which were haſtening to the town. They 
brought the news of the caravan's approach. It left the river 
in three diviſions, and travels by eaſy ſtages towards Coſire. The 
firſt diviſion fell in with the wild Arabs who were lately in this 
quarter, and was attacked by them, and plundered of forty ca- 
mels loaded with merchandize. It happened to be the ſmalleſt, 
and unprovided with a proper guard. The two larger diviſions 
will not be here before to-morrow, and are ſaid to conſiſt of one 
thouſand or twelve hundred camels. But the danger we learn is 
now over, as theſe banditti are gone towards Suez, which is the 
road to their own country. This is the intelligence which we 
received from the Turk at breakfaſt, and it was confirmed by the 
ſhaik, when he came to wiſh us joy of our ſpeedy departure. 

By. theſe camels there is little come beſides wheat, and we 
are {till diſtreſſed for good water. We have been obliged to drink 
the water of this place for theſe two days paſt : it is very 
brackiſh and unpalatable : but we take the precaution to boil it 
for our uſe; and this has e ee prevented its diſagreeing 
with us. 

One of the plagues of Egypt ſeems to be renewed to-day, to 
our extreme annoyance and regret. We had been quite free from 
the inſects which are continually engendered in hot climates, 
when a warm ſoutherly wind has brought ſuch a ſwarm of flies 

along with it, as to prevent the poſſibility of obtaining our 
cuſtomary nap after dinner. The whole houſe 1s filled with 
them, and not a moment's ſatisfaction is to be found within 
doors. This is the firſt time that the wind has been in the 
ſoutherly quarter ſince our arrival at Coſire; and conſequently 
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is the firſt fair wind that we ſhould have met with, had our boat 
purſued her voyage to Suez. The gulph of Suez is ſo narrow, 
that the wind muſt be very favorable to carry up a boat ſo badly 
fitted out as ours; and all attempts on our part to beat up the 

channel, muſt have proved fruitleſs. Though the charge of 
duplicity againſt the vizier and the nokidah of Yambo, remains 
unrefuted, this prevalence of contrary winds is no impeachment 
of their experience of this ſea. The weather is conſiderably 


changed by the alteration of the wind; and had we-a thermome- 
ter to announce it, I am convinced that it is hotter by many de- 
grees, than it was yeſterday. We are the more incommoded by 


the heat, as our houſe has not a window towards the ſea, 


THURSDAY, 24th Jovy: | 


1 he ſhaik this morning. ma to us a ade of W 
expeditiouily to the Nile, though he could not but take notice 
of the heavy charges that would attend it. We had been repeat- 


ing our complaints of the delay of the main body of the cara- 


van, and of the detriment which our ſtay here, would be of to 
our affairs. This was a fine opening for him to benefit by our 
neceſſity, which he judged was too preſſing, to admit of heſita- 
tion in point of expence. He offered to procure us as many ca- 
mels, as would tranſport us and our baggage; from thoſe. which 
arrived yeſterday. For theſe, however, we were to pay double the 


price of camel-hire to Ghinnah, on account of the ſcarcity of 


theſe animals at preſent. To this meaſure we would readily have 


ſubſcribed, had not the price he demanded, exceeded trebly what 


it ought to have done from his own calculation. When he 


even reduced it, at our remonſtrance, to eight dollars per camel, 


we were {till at a loſs how to act. We found that we could not 
manage without eighteen camels, for the accommodation of our- 
" T0 | 3 — ſelves, 
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ſelves, the ſhaik, and an eſcort of ten ſoldiers, which he thinks 18 
the ſmalleſt we can have, and for whoſe attendance we muſt pay 


ſixty dollars. As it is impoſſible for us to aſcertain the charges 
that we ſhall incur on the way to Cairo; as the impoſitions that 


ve may meet with on the Nile may equal, if not exceed thoſe 


which we have already experienced, it was but prudent to have 
an eye to our purſes, which may be exhauſted before we find a 
friend to repleniſh them. But our deliberations on this head, 

were put an end to. by the advice of the other principal people of 


the town, who came upon us at this critical moment. They re- 


preſented to us the danger that we ſhould run, in travelling with 
ſo ſmall a body; that the caravan's delay was certainly occaſioned 
by alarms on the road; and that, at all events, it was better for 
us to wait for intelligence from the caravan, before we attempted 


to proceed. Nay, they even went ſo far as to reprobate the con- 


duct of the ſhaik, which, in this reſpect, favoured of temerity, 
and an inattention to our intereſts. Though we gave not an 
entire credit to the inſinuations of theſe people, whoſe jealouſy of 


the ſhaik's good fortune was palpable enough, we had heard too 


much not to be guided by reaſon, which pointed out to us the 
ſafeſt path to purſue. Rejoiced as they would have been, to have 
enjoyed the opportunities which the old man had to pillage us 
daily, their malice confirmed our reſolution, which W to 


waver, of waiting for the caravan. 


To our great relief, ſome aſſes which we ſent to the moun- 


tains, are returned this morning, with fix ſkins of water. This 


we may drink without fear, as its quality is good ; but it is ra- 
ther more unpalatable. than that we have been ufing of late. 


The taſte is oily, from the fkins having been newly ſoaked in 


that diſguſtful liquid, to prevent their leaking. We have the 
agreeable proſpect before us, of being furniſhed with this be- 


verage during our journey through the deſart; as the Arabs, 
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whoſe buſineſs it is to keep the ſkins in order, are too lazy g. to at- | 


FRIDAY, 25th. Jorv. 5 
This morning * ſhaik brought the maſter of the Tor veſſel to 


pay us a viſit. It ſeems, that he went in company with the Eu- 


ropean gentlemen from Tor to Cairo, where he carried his own 
coffee for ſale. We have the pleaſure to be eaſed of our fears on 
their account, by this intelligence of their ſafe arrival at that ca- 
pital. It 1s rather extraordinary, that we ſhould have remained 
ſo long 1 ignorant of theſe circumſtances, and that the adventures 


of our countrymen ſhould have been related to us by halves. But 
this has been more the effect of accident than deſign. The Arabs 
give us credit for the ſang-froid which is the principal ingredi- 


ent in the compoſition of their own minds; and were careleſs of 
the communication of an incident of ſuch little importance to us, 


as the ſafety of theſe ſtrangers. Great events are ſometimes ex- 


hibited to mark the character of an individual; while a trait like 
this will ſuffice to fix that of a nation! 

From the maſter of the veſſel we enquired ſeveral particulars 
of a journey, ſo new to our experience, and ſo fimilar, in our idea, 
to the one which we were about to undertake. But little could be 
gathered from a man, whoſe imagination was wholly engroſſed 
by ſelf-intereſt, that could contribute to our inſtruction or amuſe- 


ment. The road, he tells us, hes through a continued deſart, on 
_ which they travelled for fifteen days; and, to their agreeable ſur- 


prize, they met not with any interruption or alarm. In the courſe 


of the converſation we learnt, that this man's veſlel is the proper- 


ty of tlie ſhaik's brother, who is a merchant of Cairo. This con- 
nection of his may be a bond for the old man's good uſage of us; 


as, over and above This dependence on the bez. his brother might 


dearly Z 
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dearly fer any complajnr vieh x 5 Might rele: er 

val Af Cairo. ale © 4 115 : 

At noon a camel arrived, with intelligence of the caravan 8 * 

expected approach. It had halted during the heat of the day in a 
valley about two. leagues diſtant, and wall be here in the evening. 

The 4 ſhaik confirmed 1 this news. in a viſit. in the afternoon, and 

gave us aſſurances, that we ſhould ſet. out the day after to-morrow 


5 at ene At ſun-ſet about 200 camels came in, and the reſt ; 


We ſent a meſſage to the ſhaik, to 


and give the neceſſary. or- 
ders concerning our departure, This — him to our houſe 


again. But the prologue to the ſcene was the demand of a loan 
of twenty dollars, which he was in want of to purchaſe coffee. As 


313333 


he was to accompany us to the Nile, an adventure of this kind 


would make it the better worth his while, and give him ſome em- 
ployment during his abſence.” Theſe were arguments not to be 


conteſted ; at leaſt, we ſhould have been willing to keep the old 


fellow in humour, had it been at the expence of double the ſum in 
queſtion. For as to any diſcharge of the debt, it was the laſt thing 
we looked for. We had been too long acquainted with the ge- 


nins of the Arabs, to conſider ſuch a demand in any other light, 


than a new ſpecies of begging. . „ he crafty. veteran received the 
money with many profeſſio ons of gratitude; and while he pr omiſed 
to expedite our journey, we obſerved : "3 {mile of can on his 
countenance, which ſeemed to portend us no gh. 


SATURDAY, 26th Jouy. 


Ther morning was uſhered i in ans a A 3 the ale Jar was 
attended by the principal Arabs of the town. We ſoon. diſcover ed 
the er rrand they came upon, which was, agreeably to the national 

maxim, to ſee what 51 1 rip 1 us of before our departure. 
A. LED Ever 
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homet, and, as ſuch, are univerſally reſpected among the follow- 
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Every eye appear enlivened with expedition; and devihutdd in 
idea the contents of our baggage, which was piled up in one cor- 
ner of the room. Whatever might be their diſſenſions in other 
matters, they were evidently unanimous on the preſent occaſion. 
We were determined to bring them to the point at once, and de- 
manded of the ſhaik the ſum total we were to pay for getting to 
Ghinnah. This, after ſome heſitation and wrangling among 
themſelves, they fixed at 205 dollars. The paper which they 


delivered to us to explain matters, will evince the knavery and ex- 


tortion of this race: eſpecially when it is known, that the uſual 
hire of a camel is but two dollars, and that money bears ten times 
its original value, in a country where ſpecie 1 is ſo ſcarce. The 
tranſlation 1 18 literally as follows : | 


To te government of Coſire for its protection Dollars 100 
To twelve camels from hence to Ghinnah 8 
Io pay for two aſkaries or ſoldiers, to guard you — 10 

To a preſent to the ſhaik for his company 13 


a Dollars 205 


This ſum, added to our other expences, will occaſion our be- 


ing ſufferers to the amount of 500 dollars ſince our arrival here; 
which may alſo be placed to the account of the vizier of Vambo. 
We paid it down, however, on the ſpot, and diſmiſſed our viſitors, 
who appeared to be well 3 with the ſucceſs of their nego- 
tiation. 

While we were employed 3 in * up our baggage, and pre- 
paring for our expedition, a man of a good mien, and a creditable 
appearance, entered the room without ceremony, and requeſted a 
private audience on buſineſs of moment to ourſelves. He was 
of the race of the Seids, who pretend to be the deſcendants of Ma- 


ers 


1 155 y 
ers of that (accelbful impoſtor. The generality of theſe. Seids 
tread in the footſteps of their founder, and have as flender a title 
as himſelf to the homage which they demand from the deluded 
multitude. But ſo prevalent is the blindneſs of man, that the 
ſhadow ſhall outweigh the ſubſtance in his ſight ; and theſe hy- 
pocrites, under the garb of a ſpecious name, ſhall obtain pen- 
ſions from Mahometan princes, who were never guilty of reward- 
ing merit or virtue during their reigns. I have myſelf known 


more than one inſtance of this kind, while I reſided in India; and 


was once told by a Seid, who came to ſolicit charity of me, 
that he had rejected with ſcorn a purſe of 300 rupees, or 4ol. 
which was offered him by the nabob of Arcot, who was fain to 
purchaſe his prayers at a larger price! With ſuch a confidence, 
which would lead him into every ſecret, and ſuch a protection, 
which would ſecure him from any chaſtiſement, it is no wonder 


that the man who now viſited us, ſhould have become acquainted 


with the intrigues of the Arabs, or that he ſhould have had reſo- 


lution enough to warn us of them. After aſking pardon for my 


digrefſion, to this man we will now return. 
When the ſervants were diſmiſſed, and the door was ſhut, the 


Seid profeſſed to us his concern at finding us in that inhoſpitable 


region. That he had heard of our former adventures with ſur- 
prize, and was filled with admiration to conceive, how we ſhould 
ſurmount the dangers which now encompaſſed us. That as our 
foes were numerous, our conduct could not be too circumſpect; 


and that, above all things, we ſhould decline, to the utmoſt of 


our power, any propoſal to travel in a body diſtinct from the main 


caravan: for, as he was convinced there were deſigns formed 


againſt us, the only chance to fruſtrate them, was to keep our 
perſons and baggage with the croud. However bitter and alarm- 
ing this communication was, we could not but pay our hearty ac- 


knowledgments to the author of it. We conſidered him as a good 
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ſpirit, who had aſſumel this form to aſſiſt in our ir preſervation 
and we promiſed to hold his friendly ca aution in faithful - remem m- 
brance. The yard was full of people, who were ſewing t up our 
trunks in bags, and the ſhaik himſelf was Tometimes among them 
to give directions. This circumſtance obliged the Seid to ſhorten 
our conference, who took his leave for fear of obſervation ; but 
not before he had recommended us to the protection of his Pro- 
phet, whoſe votaries, : at the 18897 mome fit, were en ng bur de- 
ſtruction. We | SO POR ee 

Scarce had our humane monitor left the room, Sent ſhaik 
came in to excuſe himſelf from accompanying us. He lamen nited 


* 


that ſome affairs of importance require red His preſerice' at Cofire, 
becauſe he ſhould be deprived ſo ſoon of our company. But as: to. 
our convenience and ſafety, they would equally be conſulted by 
his ſon, who would attend us on the road. He found no Uiffi- 
culty in perſuading u us of the truth of this concluſion. Our pre- 2 
ſent views were to get, in the beſt manner we could, to ſome civi- 
lized place, whoſe extent would ſcreen us from notice, or whoſe 
| government would ſecure us from further depredations. In the 
immediate temper we were in, the ſervices of the ſon ſe emed to 


promiſe us full as much ſincerity as thoſe of the father. 
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SUNDAY, 27th Jury. 


We were employed the whole morning in preparing for our 
departure, which is fixed for four o'clock this afternoon. After 
all the money we have paid, the principal article of our Journey 18 
yet to be provided at our expence: and this is water. Ten new 

ſkins, that hold from three to four gallons each, were accordingly 

purchaſed for the uſe of ourſelves and ſervants. And this ſtock 
ſtood us in no contemptible ſum, in a country where good water 
18 s dearer than any other neceſſary of life. We furniſhed ourſelves | 42 
with 1 
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with a kind of biket to Patisfy ie tails of HG: and added to 
the ſtore 4 mutton-pye of our own making : for cookery was a 
knowledge to Which we had been indebted more than once, for a 
comfortable meal, ſince we left the ſnow Adventure. 

Our old hoſt is almoſt the only reaſonable being we have met 
with here. While the reſt of his countrymen are racking us to 
the utmoſt, he is very well contented with a gratification of fif- 
teen dollars, for the time that we have reſided in his houſe, which 
is upwards of a fortnight. We take a pleaſure in beſtowing on 
this good man the little trifles we leave behind us, ſuch as cheſts, 
beds, and old linen, in gratitude for his ſervices, which were not 
the ſughteſt to p ople | in our ſituation ; impoſed upon as we ſhould 
have been in every neceſſary of life, but for his timely interpoſi- 
tion. We were obliged, however, to obſerve great ſecrecy in this 
donation; which, mean as its intrinſic value may appear, might 
have excited the attention of his ſuperiors, and induced the ſhaik 
himſelf to diſpute it with him after our departure. 

At four o'clock we put on our Arabian dreſſes, which we ial 
pie for the journey. As we have ſuffered the hair to grow 
upon our upper lips for ſome months paſt, we are each provided 
with a tolerable pair of whiſkers ; and as our complexions are by 


this time pretty well tanned. by the ſun, we hope the more eaſily 


to eſcape obſervation. But there is a peculiar characteriſtic in 
the individuals of every nation, that will diſtinguiſh them 
through the diſguiſe of dreſs and language. This is exemplified 
daily amid the neighboring ſtates of Europe, whoſe habits and 

manners are nearly the ſame; and cannot ſo much excite won- 
der in our caſe, where the whole temperature of our minds and 


bodies was ſo contrary to that of the people, whom we endea- 


vored to perſonate. Our landing on this coaſt, it is true, was 
known, and our progreſs was every where preceded by the he- 


rald of rumor. But neither of theſe cauſes conſpired towards 
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| the diſcovery of our origin, however they att have operated i in. 


the ſeizure of our effects, and the detention of our perſons, 


Every eye immediately pronounced us to be aliens to the land, 


and did not require any further ſupport of this PIO. than i its 


own penetration. 


The Turkiſh commandant had War very ſoaring of his viſits 
of late, which we had imputed to his ſhame of ſeeing us, after 
the ſcene of extortion he had been concerned in. Though we 
gave him credit for a principle which the Arabs are wholly de- 
void of, it appears, that we did him great injuſtice in our con- 
cluſion. In the diviſion of the ſum demanded of us for the uſe 


of the government, the Arabs had not only excluded him from a 


ſhare, but had kept the whole tranſaction from his knowledge. 


This we learnt from his own mouth, in a farewell viſit that we 
now received from him. Whether he really was our friend, or 


was over-reached by the ſhaik and his adherents, we cannot pre- 
tend to determine; and if we thought favorably of this Turk, 
it aroſe from his perſonal civilities towards us, and could not be 


Z juſtified by the general deportment of his nation towards Chriſ- 


tians. This Turk, and an Arab merchant, were the only people 


in whoſe profeſſions we truſted; though it happened, that their 
good wiſhes were all they could beſtow on us. The merchant 


was a reſident of Judda, and was here on a commercial ſcheme, 


He had contracted an affection for the Engliſh in his native 


place, and cautioned us frequently againſt the knavery of his 
countrymen, though he was afraid to diſcloſe his good-will to- 
wards us openly. To him we entruſted letters directed to the 


care of Mr. Horſeley at Mocha, adviſing our friends in India of 


our departure to Ghinnah. 
The ſhaik's avaricious diſpoſition ſeems to equal that of his 
countrymen in general. He has thrown off at laſt the maſk of 


diſſimulation, and acts in his native character. While it an- 
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oft, „„ 
firered his purpoſes, he affected the humane patron; and now 


he plays the unfeeling tyrant with as good a grace. Our depar- 
ture is deferred until the morning, on account of the caravan's 


not being in readineſs ; and the ſhaik has taken this opportunity 
to inſinuate to us, that the camel-drivers are not ſatisfied with 


the price we have paid them ! Gracious Heaven! of what lati- 


tude is the conſcience of an Arab, which is not content with 


three times the value of his beaſts' labor! for three times are we 


already charged, to what the native pays for the hire of a camel. 
We are bent upon not complying with this further impoſition, 
unleſs this man ſhould be baſe enough to obſtruct our departure. 


The old fellow and we parted for the night on bad terms; and 


he was particularly irritated at our declining to accept of a centry 
to guard our baggage, which was piled up in the yard. This was 
done by the advice of our venerable hoſt, who told the ſhaik, that 


his walls were a ſufficient defence for our property. This diverted 


the ſhaik's attention from us, and he let drop ſome words ſignifi- 
cant of our reliance on a foohſh dotard, who might not be able 
to protect our effects from the attempts of the town's people. We 
paid no other regard to this ſpeech, than by ſpreading our carpets 
around the baggage, and taking our poſts on the ground, ready 
to defend it againſt the deſigns of ſecret or avowed enemies. 


MONDAY, 28th Jury. 


« All's well that ends well,” ſays the old proverb ; and this, if 
ever, was verified with us. The ſhaik came early in the morning, 
and looked gloomy. His ordinary ſalutation was even omitted, 
and convinced us, that his diſcontent was great, and not to be re- 
moved, but by a compliance with his humour. When a Muſſul- 
man fails in the modes of politeneſs, the worſt is to be apprehend- 
ed from his power, which will carry by force the point which his 
addreſs 
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addreſs was unable to 1 All ceremony was now laid 


aſide, and he told us in plain terms, that he muſt have more mo- 
ney. He condeſcended, indeed, to place this requiſition to the 


account of the people of the town and country, who had been peſ- 


tering him for buxies, or preſents, from us. That it was our 


misfortune to be conſidered by theſe people as men of vaſt 
wealth, whoſe trunks were filled with gold, precious ſtones, and 


rich merchandize, on which it was their cuſtom to levy a tax. It 
was in vain that we remonſtrated againſt this demand, which was 


as wanton as unjuſt, It was in vain that we referred to the 


ſhaik's own knowledge of our effects and profeſſion, neither of 
which ſubjected us to the taxation impoſed upon merchants and 
their goods. It was in vain that we appealed to the government 
of Coſire for its interpoſition 3 in this matter, as we had paid fo 
largely for its protection. The dependants of the ſhaik were yet 


to receive their mate, and he declared in a determined tone, that 


he could not pretend to ſend us in ſafety to the Nile, until he had 
received orders from the bey of Cairo, unleſs we ſatisfied the hill- 
people with a donation of twenty-five dollars. Hard as the ex- 
tortion was, we panted too much for a return to our friends and 


country to heſitate long about it; and the ſhaik was content with 


the ſum of twenty-three dollars, which we had kept about our 
perſons for the extra expences of the road. And lucky it was for 
us that this money was reſerved. from our baggage, which, in its 
preſent ſituation, could not have been opened for a ſupply, with- 


out expoſing our real treaſure, which was not inconſiderable, to 


the eyes of the ſhaik. Suſpicion of our concealed money was the 
only ground on which he proceeded in his demands; but a con- 
viction of it might have operated more materially to our detri- 
ment. The cloud which had loured in the countenance of the 
ſhaik, was in a moment diſpelled, and, with a tone of infinite good- 
humour he ordered the camels to the door to take up our lug- 


gage. 
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gage. The hopes of our departure were now for the firſt time =” 


certain, and while we gave orders to the ſervants in what manner 
to diſpoſe of the things, our ſpirits inſenſibly returned to us, and 
chaſed all ideas of animoſity and complaint. It appeared that 
during our altercation the caravan had left the town, but was to 
halt in a valley at a ſmall diſtance, to be joined by all ſtragglers. 


To avoid the impertinence of the mob that ſurrounded the houſe, 


the ſhaik adviſed us to quit the town, and wait for our camels at the 
weſt angle of the fort. After a very cordial and moving ſeparation 
with our good hoſt, we reſorted to the houſe of the Judda mer- 
| chant, and partook of a breakfaſt which he had prepared for us. 
Having embraced him, as a friend who had been raiſed up to us 


from the tribe of our enemies, we haſtened to the appointed ſpot. 
Here, as we fat beneath the wall, our other friend, the Turk, ap- 
peared on the ramparts, and bade us adieu! At this inſtant the 
camels came up, and we found that they had only provided us 
with ten inſtead, of twelve, for the eighty dollars. Nor was the 
ſhaik. preſent to rectify this wilful miſtake. To increaſe my 
_ own hardſhip, my companions happened, as luck would have 
it, to be beforehand with me, and to poſſeſs themſelves of the two 
only riding camels that were in our train. I was, therefore, fain 
to put up with one of the beaſts which carried the baggage; and 


not finding my ſeat ſo eaſy as I could have wiſhed, I conſoled my- 


ſelf with, beſtowing an hearty malediction on the ſhaik, for this 


parting proof of his kindneſs. Soon after we had moved onwards, 


vue were overtaken by the young ſhaik and the two guards, who 
were to be our eſcort on the road. They brought us the compli- 


ments of the ſhaik, who had grace enough left to ſhun an inter- 


view, after this laſt ſcene of his political farce. The young man 


endeavoured to palliate the offence, by aſſuring me it was a miſ- 


take, which ſhould be rectified when we joined the caravan. Be- 


ſides the aforeſaid Arabs, our company conſiſted of Major Alex- 
N | ander, 
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ander, Mr. Hammond, and myſelf, my European ſervant, two 


ſlaves belonging to the major, our interpreter Ibrahim, an Arab 


ſervant named Abdul Rulſar, whom we had hired at Coſire, and 


an Indian fakeer, whom we permitted to ride on a baggage- camel, 

to aſſiſt him on his route to Cairo, where he was bound on a reli- 
gious penance. We had a couple of muſkets, as many blunder- 
buſſes, and two pair of piſtols among ourſelves, with plerity of 
cartridges which we had prepared. The ſhaik's ſon and his 
attendants were much more completely armed, as were the camel- 


drivers, who followed us on foot. At two o'clock in the after- 


noon we joined the caravan, which we found in a valley two 
hours journey from Coſire. The diſtance I computed to be five 


miles, as, by the beſt obſervation I could make now and during 
our journey, a camel goes at the rate of two miles and an half 
an hour. Here a ſcanty ſtream waters the thirſty ſoil, and 


about an acre around is covered with date- trees. Under theſe 
we made a delieious repaſt, upon the mutton-pye which we had 
brought with us. The water is brackiſh in this ſpring, and 1 18 
WARE the inhabitants of Coſire generally uſe. 

In this valley we had a glimpſe of the friendly Seid, and it 
was the laſt we got of him. Some of the camels were in mo- 
tion long before ours, and he paſſed us on one of them. At 
three o'clock, we moved off the ground, and were not a little 


ſtartled to find that our whole collective foree did not exceed 


forty camels. The caravan had departed, it ſeems, when the 
Seid went by, and the conviction of this brought his vain pre- 
cautions to our minds. We could not help expoſtulating pretty 


ſeverely with the young ſhaik on this neglect of his, which 


might ſubje& us to riſk. But as he laughed at any idea of dan- 
ger to {ſuch a body as we were, and talked of overtaking the ca- 
ravan before it reached the next ſtage, we were under the ne- 


ceſſity of becoming quiet, to avoid the appearance of fear, 
which 


l 
I, 


L 6 

which would have ſunk us in their eſtimation. It was our in- 
tereſt to conceal, as much as poſſible, the real motives of our 
apprehenſion, and to appear to place a confidence in the man, 
who was become our conductor. Our party was the fourth 
of this little company; and we kept in as compact a body 
as the road would allow of, to ſecure us the better againſt the 
effects of treachery or ſurprize. We continued our way through 
the valley, which ſoon became deſart and ſtony like the hills 
above it. At ſix o'clock we halted to drink coffee, and to feed 
our cattle. This ſtage was three hours, or ſeven miles and an half. 
At eight o'clock the ſignal was given for marching, but juſt as we 
had mounted our camels, an alarm was ſpread of the approach 
of the wild Arabs. In the confuſion which this naturally occa- 
ſioned, we immediately diſmounted, and aſſembling our ſervants, 
- marched directly to the quarter where our Arabs had ſet -up a 
war-CTry, and whence the diſcharge of ſeveral matchlocks had 
reached our ears. On the road we met with the young ſhaik 
and his attendants, who were ſeeking us out, and ſeemed not a 
little ſurprized at ouy alertneſs, and the good countenance we aſ- 

ſumed in this ugly affair. This we underſtood from an expreſ- 

ſion which he dropped in the hearing of our Ibrahim; which, 
joined to the ſudden ceſſation of the tumult, convinced us that 
he was at the bottom of it. But whatever he and his aſſociates 
intended, the trick failed of any other purpoſe, than that of let- 
ting them ſee we were ready to repel any inſult. They gave 
ſome trifling reaſon for the buſtle, which they told us was owing 
to the unexpected appearance of one of the hill- people, who had 
threatened to pillage us while at Coſire. As we neither ſaw 
this man, nor received any ſatisfactory account of the matter, 
we attributed it to a deſign to try our mettle, and to make what 
advantage they could of our fears. But we lent a deaf ear to 
their demands of buxies or preſents, which we mortified them in 


! 
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ſaying, were not due to the timidity that "Om had betend! 


When all was calm we mounted again, and moved on; our 


only light the ſtars, which ſhone very bright. We continued to 
traverſe the ſame valley as before, until two o clock in the morn- 
ing, when we halted beneath the hills, and ſpread our carpets to 
take ſuch repoſe, as our time, and the peculiarity of our circum- 


ſtances, would admit of. The laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or fifteen 
miles, and by our reckonung,! we- are ns Ma miles from. 


pond 


TUESDAY, zouh Jux v. 


_ At five o wack the Arabs Kina us to get ourſelves ready. 
We were ſoon mounted, and began our nigh ; faſting, and not 
recovered from yeſterday's fatigues. We were very ſolicitous for 
a junction with the caravan, but from the laſt evening's ma- 
nœuvres, and our diſappointment at night, we are by this time 
aſcertained that our / ſeparation had been intended, and conſe- 
quently, that a meeting would be unlikely before our arrival at 


 Ghinnah. In this uncomfortable ſituation, our only hope reſted 


upon the knowledge which the caravan had of our being in the 


deſart, which we flattered ourſelves would deter our conductors 


from any open outrage. Beſides, we numbered the camels and 
merchandize of a merchant of Ghinnah among our body, which 
we conſidered as a kind of protection; though whether we owed 
this union to accident or deſign, we could not determine. This 


merchant, by name Mahomet, travels with us ; and we under- 


ſtand, that we are to be lodged in his houſe during our ſhort 
ſtay at Ghinnah. He is the brother of one Ally, who profeſſed 
a great regard for us at Coſire; and who is the cauſe, we ſuppole, 


of the invitation which the merchant has given us. 


The country as we advance, ſtill wears the ſame barren. face. 


Fd 


n 

Here and there a dwarf date- tree appears, and the trufle-buſh.i is 
frequent on the road, to the great delight and benefit of the poor 
camel, who devours it very greedily. Among theſe buſhes we 
found ſeveral deer, who muſt neceſſarily live many days without 
water in the depth of this defart ; except that, like the rein-deer, 
who digs with certainty. for provender beneath the ſnow, they 
ſupply themſelves with water from a ſimilar practice. The Arabs 
find ſprings in particular ſpots, and I doubt not but nature has 
implanted in theſe poor animals the inſtinct to ſatisfy one of 
her loudeſt calls. We likewiſe ſaw numbers of quail, and ſeve- 
ral earths of an unknown animal ; probably of the hare and 
gerbua, which are common in the defarts of Arabia, but did 
not come within our view. This country would be truly romantic, 
were it covered with verdure. The variety of ſlopes and declivi- 
ties with which it 1s interſperſed, the frequent viſtoes which the 
openings between the hills afford, would preſent the beautiful 
ſcenes of nature, were the ſoil fertilized, as they do the ſublime, 
in their rude and ſterile ſtate. The mountains contain both ala- 
baſter and marble, of which many pieces lie ſcattered upon the 
road. We made a long and fatiguing march, and at eleven o'clock 
halted in a paſs between the mountains, where the Arabs dig for 
freſh water, and find it very good. They have nothing indeed to 
do, but to remove the dirt with which the ſpring is choaked up; 
and as the water is drawn before its tranſparency returns, we 
ſtrained it through a cloth to take off the foulneſs. The moun- 
tains here are ſo perpendicular, and approach ſo cloſe together, 
that at noon there is a ſhade on the ſouth ſide for travellers to. 

repoſe under. We had centinels on the heights during our ſlight 
repaſt, as this place has the character of being very 3 
The laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or fifteen miles. At one o'clock we 
moved onwards with a plentiful ſupply of water, and went near 
a mile through this paſs, which winds about like the entrance of 


all 
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an \ Indian for treſs ; ; and where an handful of men be check 
the progreſs of a large army, were the country worth diſputing 
for. The wind was very hot from the vicinity of the rocky 
mountains, and this day's journey proved very laborious to us, 
who had led a ſedentary life for ſo many months paſt. Our 
minds indeed had been ſufficiently exerciſed, but our limbs were 
enfeebled from eaſe and inactivity. We had no refreſhment, but 
ſome biſcuit and water, during the day, though our conductor, 
who was well mounted, puſhed on frequently before us, and 
had his cup of coffee with his friends, beneath the ſhade of 
ſome projecting hill, that afforded fuel for a fire. - This our 
camels would by no means admit of our doing; and though 
coffee would have been the beſt recruit which our ſpirits could 
have received, we could only repine in ſilence at the young 
man's neglect. At five o'clock we halted on a plain to retreſh 

| ourſelves. This ſtage was four hours, or ten miles. 
At ſeven o'clock in the evening we mounted again, and for 
the firſt time aſcended an eminence by a very eaſy approach. We 


quickly regained the level country, and advanced at a faſter rate 


than by day, through the vallies in which we are conſtantly bu- 


ried. The night was as bright as the laſt, and we ſhould think 


it a lucky incident were we to lay by in the day, and to travel 
only by night. At two o'clock in the morning the moon roſe, 
which was the ſignal for us to halt. And much indeed did we 
ſtand in need of repoſe, after a journey of ſuch a continuance. 
Beſides, we ſuffered greatly from the uneaſy motion of the ca- 
mels, which nothing but habit could reconcile to a man. For 
my own part, I am ſo particularly aggrieved by the ſaddle of the 
camel on which I ride, that the ſmall of my back is ſtripped of 


its ſkin. This ariſes from my ſtill being furniſhed with a bag- 


gage-beaſt, notwithſtanding the fine promiſes of the young ſhaik. 
Authors are much miſtaken in their particular ideas of this ani- 


10 „ mal. 


"ry 4 
STEER 
7 > Us 


+ ow 1 
mal. His being able to go from 100 to 150 miles in the twenty-four 
hours, is a very fable. Perſeverance and hardineſs are the qua- 


lities which diſtinguiſh him above all other quadr upeds, and pe- | 
culiarly adapt him to the barren countries, where he is found in 


the moſt vigorous, ſtate. His common pace does not exceed 
three miles an hour, at which rate he will go ſixteen hours out of 
the twenty-four, for a journey of a month and upwards. But put 
him beyond his uſual ſpeed, and he ſoon tires. For a day indeed it 
may be quickened to five, and even fix miles an hour ; but he 
ſhortly grows obſtinate, and refuſes to proceed at a rate ſo diſ- 


proportioned, to his abilities. He is however very docile, and 
when trained to a caravan, requires neither a rein to guide, nor a 
whip to forward his motions. To a ſtranger nothing can be. ſo 
_ ineligible as this mode of travelling; tedious and fatiguing to the 


laſt degree, and eſpecially in theſe parts, where we could not pro- 


vide ourſelves with litters, to defend us from the ſcorching rays 


of the ſun. Our courſe yeſterday and to-day was generally to 
the northward of weſt, and ſometimes weſt and by ſouth, and due 


weſt. The laſt ſtage was ſeven hours, or eighteen miles, and by 


our reckoning we are now ſeventy miles diſtant from Coſire. 


WEDNESDAY, 20th JuLy. 


At five o'clock this morning we were wakened from our ſleep, 


which had been very ſound, notwithſtanding. the. ſuſpicious com- 


pany we are in. We got up more aſſured of the good faith of 
our conductor, ſceing that no attempts had been made to ſurprize 
us, at a ſeaſon when exhauſted nature had left us at his mercy. 

At a moment of ſuch alarm, there was ſomething particularly 
aggravating in our ſituation. Worn out with the labors we had 
undergone, ſleep inſenſibly ſtole upon the moſt determined eye; 
and the common ſatisfaction of keeping a watch at leaſt upon the 
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motions of an enemy, was denied us. Short as our nap was, it 
gave us ſpirits to purſue our journey. But this might not long 
have proved the caſe, if we were to obtain but two hours repoſe 
out of the twenty-four, in travelling to any confiderable diſtance. 
Before we had gone far, my European companions and my- 
ſelf began to find our bowels greatly affected by the water which 
we got yeſterday. This, at all times, is an alarming complaint; 
and nothing but our ſuppoſed vicinity to Ghinnah, could have 
adminiſtered conſolation to our diſtreſs. We entered, after an 


hour's march, upon a large plain, ſterile and ſtony like the moun- 


tains which we now left behind us. It is a circumſtance worthy 
of remark, that we never croſſed any conſiderable acclivity in 
our paſſage through this deſart; though at every point of view, 
the traveller ſuppoſes he has a laborious height to aſcend, and 
that he muſt make his way good, by conquering the ſtupendous 
precipices which continually preſent themſelves before him. But 
indulgent nature has accommodated the country to the neceſſities 
of the native. Throughout the hilly region, which extends it- 
ſelf from the Red- Sea to the Nile, ſhe has ſcooped out'a line of 
vallies for the paſſage of the caravan. The foil is a mixture of 
ſtone and ſand, which, beaten down by the conſtant tread of 
the ſplay-footed camel for many centuries paſt, affords an even 
and firm pavement to the beaſts that travel over it. The road is 
wide enough in ſome places for an army to paſs in a line; and 
in others, will not admit above two or three camels abreaſt. 
This country muſt have experienced a fad reverſe, were it ever 
ſo fruitful as the antients have repreſented it. For the laſt fifty 
miles we have not met with any tree but the hawthorn, or any 
verdure but what the ſweet-ſcented ſhrubs faintly afford the 
fight; and now that we are within a few leagues of the Nile, 
the proſpect is not mended for the better. At eleven o'clock we 
halted under a ſpreading hawthorn to breakfaſt ; but had not as 
. 3 7 


169 7 


vet a glimpſe of the *. or any token of our Pine in the 
neighborhood of ſo fine a river. The laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or 
fifteen miles. Here, to our great aſtoniſhment, we found that our 
water was expended. This muſt have been owing, as much to 6 
1 thefts in the night, as to the impudence of the camel- drivers, who, = 
as we go along, draw) water from our ſkins in deſpite of us, 5 
though depending from the beaſts on which we ride. The inſo- 
lence of this tribe is ſurpriſing. Though their camels are hired 
by us, they pretend to a right of mounting them themſelves, 
when they are weary of walking. Thus, do the poor baggage- 
beaſts groan, at times, under the additional burden of a man's 
weight. It was as much as I could do to keep my camel- driver 
from getting up behind me; and my friend, the major, was not 
ſo fortunate, whoſe. driver once effected a ſeat on his camel, in 
defiance of his remonſtrances, ar threats; to deter him from 
ſuch a piece of aſſurance. 
At one o'clock, the young Maik moved lte to procure 
us a ſupply of water from ſome ſprings which lie out of the road; 
and we propoſed to remain here during the heat of the day. But 
we preſently diſcovered ſomething that made us haſten our depar- 
ture. There was a certain Arab, whom I have already mentioned 
be to have rendered himſelf very diſagreeable to us, during our 
= abode at Cofire. This fellow had been appointed by the ſhaik 
. as one of our guard; and was at this very time under the ſhade 
with us. By his aſſiduity on the road, he had tried to efface the 
unfavorable idea we had of him; and as our friend, he now in- 
ſinuated to us, that it was better for us not to truſt ourſelves at 
Ghinnah, where the inhabitants were profeſſed rogues, and 
would plunder our effects. Nay, he went ſo far as to propoſe | 
to conduct us to Banute ; a town a few hours higher up the 
1 river, where he could enſure us the beſt reception, and a choice 
= of boats to tranſport us to Cairo. This circumſtance was too 
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barefaced not to alarm us, and we determined to puſh on, 
through an almoſt inſupportable heat. But our conductor was: 
abſent, and we were left in the hands of our guard and the ca- 
mel- drivers; a force which indeed we did not fear, but would 
have been glad to be quit of in a ſolitary and inimical place. 
This reſolution was confirmed by Abdul Ruſſar, our Arabian 
ſervant, who was entitled to credit from his paſt behavior. He 
adviſed us by no means to liſten to, or remain with theſe raſcals ; 
but to follow the young ſhaik, whom they had the confidence to 
tell us was a fooliſh youth, who did not know our intereſts. ' Ac- 
cordingly, at two o'clock, we mounted our camels, in ſpite of 
their importunities to wait until the evening, and moved on, in 
the moſt ſultry day I had ever felt in the Eaſt. We ſoon re- 
joined the merchant's camels, which had taken ſhelter” under a 
thorn-tree at ſome diſtance, and were ready to attend us. While 
united with this body, we did not fear going aſtray ; and purfued 
our courſe, under a full ſecurity of being on the road to Ghin- 
nah. We had no water, but what our earthen guglets contained ; 
and this was ſoon expended. It is impoſſible to deſeribe what 
we ſuffered from heat and thirſt during this ſtage. A mouthful 
or two of dirty water, which one of our guards gave me, made 
me forget for the moment his recent inſolence; and all our for- 
mer apprehenſions were inſenſibly ſwallowed up in the more 
painful idea of falling victims to thirſt. Our tongues actually 
became parched to our palates; and we were obliged to wet them 
every now and then, with ſpirituous liquors, to prevent ſuffoca- 
tion from the clouds of duſt which continual whirlwinds threw 
around us. This expedient was but tranſitory, and ſerved in- 
deed to encreaſe the rage of thirſt, It was our common miſ- 
fortune alſo to labor under a violent complaint in our bowels; 
and to the want of the bad water that ' occaſioned ita want 
wich we had lamented in the moſt © Grange: manner —our pre- 
ſervation 
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ſervation win probably owing. I was ſo afflicted myſelf with this 
diſorder, that I cotild ſcarcely ſit my camel through exceſs of pain. 
The wind and duſt had equally affected our ſight, ſo that we wan- 


dered on in agony and darkneſs. There is no doubt that our 
Arabian companions partook in ſome meaſure of our ſufferings; 


but they were too much accuſtomed to the ſun, to feel all the ef- 


fects of his fury): and we had ſome reaſon to ſuſpect, that their 


ſtock of water laſted long after ours had failed us. To crown this 
ſcene of diſtreſs, we at length overtook the ſhaik, who, we learnt, 


had been diſappointed in repleniſhing his {kins, by the appearance 


of wild Arabs about the ſprings. This news ſounded like the 
knell of death in our ears; not from the neighborhood: of theſe 


: robbers, who were once ſo formidable to our fears, but from the 


abſence of a fluid, on which we ſuppoſed our lives to depend. 


Faint and ſpiritleſs, therefore, we toiled on until eight o'clock at 


night, when we halted, without having encountered any foe in 


the way. But far different was this halting- place from any other 


we had come to. Without a draught of water to moiſten our 


throats, it was impracticable to force down a morſel of bread; 
and the pain and wearineſs under which our bodies labored, were 
too extreme to admit of a momentary repoſe. Overwhelmed with 
hunger, thirſt, and fatigue, we ſat ourſelves upon the ground, 
and revolved, our melancholy ſituation in ſilence. Every ſkin was 
alternately ranſacked by us for water, and not an article left un- 


tried that was likely to produce the leaſt moiſture. My compa- 
nions and I had uniuckily recourſe to raw onions, which were 
among the baggage. But no fooner had we taſted of this potent 


: root, than we repented of our raſhneſs. The effect was quite con- 


trary to our hopes; and our drought was irritated to the higheſt 
degree. This ſtage was ſix hours, or fifteen miles. 


At nine o'clock the word was given to reſume our march. The 
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doubtful HO df the ſtars, and the evils we endured, prevented . 
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our ſeeing” clearly What was going forward. T But o our Arab ſer- 
vant ſoon alarmed us with the intelligence of our having left the 


Nance of this defence, as engaging in the delivery or it... Int 
coolneſs of temper, and ready eloquence, for which the Orientals 
are fo conſpicuous, were fully exerted. on this occaſion. From 
the former declarations of our guard, and the preſent confeſſion 
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merchant's camels upon the ground; and by ſome; words. which 
the drivers had let drop in his hearing, that they had. but a bad 
opinion of the ſhaik's intentions reſpecting us. The ſcene. Was 
how. become very critical, and a cataſtrophe not very happy, 
appeared likely to enſue. We rode up. immediately, in a body to 
our fraudulent conductor, and charged him with treachery t to- 


wards us. We inſtanced his. firſt. having parted company with 
the caravan, and then with the: merchant's camels,, which being 


both bound for Ghinnah, plainly indicated his unfriendly deſign 
of carrying us to another place. To our great ſurprize, he ac- 
knowledged the charge of deceit towards us in this particular, but 
endeavoured to diveſt it of any ſiniſter motives. That it was his 
father's opinion, as well as his. own, that our departure might 
be retarded at ſuch a city as Ghinnah, from the rumor of 


our riches, which would induce the officers of government to vi- 
fit our baggage. That he had it in command from him to leave 


the caravan at the firſt ſtage, and to carry us by another route, 


without awakening our ſuſpicions, which he muſt confeſs his 
countrymen had given too much cauſe to be directed againſt them. 
That the merchant's camels, from which we had juſt parted, 
would reach Ghinnah in a few hours; and that we ſhould arrive 
about the ſame time at Banute, a village ſomewhat higher up 
the Nile, where we might embark ſecretly, and without moleſta- 


tion for Cairo. There was ſomething as plauſible in the ſub- 


of the ſhaik, we were aſſured there was a combination againſt us; 


but Whether it had any 1 tendency, we could not fo eaſily deter- 
| mine. 


—— 
i 


* 8 * 
4 * 731 "2 
n 

12 * 


it 173 10 


lives as dearly as poſſible, ſhould they attempt to play us falſe. 

There was but little variety in the ſcene during the remainder 
of this ſtage. The night was too dark to favor our obſervation 
of the objects around us, if our misfortunes had not extinguiſhed 
every ſpark of curioſity. within our breaſts. Hour ſucceeded hour, 


without. a veſtige of fertility appearing, to announce a ſpeedy pe- 


riod to our troubles; and we were almoſt ſunk. into a fit of de- 
ſpair, when the ſight of a camel, bearing two. ſkins of water, raiſ- 
ed us in a moment to the pinnacle of joy Colors would be faint 
to expreſs the tranſports of wretches half- dead like us of thirſt, at 
ſuch a change! We owed this ſupply to the good-nature of the 
ſhaik, who puſhed on before us to the river, to relieve our diſtreſs; 
and I muſt do him the juſtice to own, that no ſervice could have 


been more. material than what he rendered us on this. occaſion. 


Nor did it paſs unrewarded.. It reſtored him to our good graces, 


and we renewed our promiſe of an handſome donation. on his 
putting us into a boat. Before 1 ventured: to- drink, I had the 


precaution to waſh my mouth, and to.gargle my throat ſeveral 


times. I recommended the ſame method to my companions, and 
1 do not believe it was unſerviceable, as the extreme dryneſs ot: . 
our palates would otherwiſe have obliged us to ſwallow a quantity 
that might have proved fatal to us. But till we drank with great 
eagernels and pleafure. And it is not to be wondered at, conſider- 
ing the goodneſs of the water, and our long abſtinence. We were 
now within a mile of the Nile, and at three o'clock. arrived at a 
village compoſed of tents and huts. We made no diſturbance. in 
unlading our baggage, and having ſtretched our carpets upon the 
ground, betook ourſelves to a ſhort, though ſound, repoſe. . The 


laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or fifteen miles; ſo that we travelled yeſ- 


tony: no leſs than eighteen hours, or forty-five miles; an amaz- 


ing | 


mine. In truth, we were now in the power of our guides, and 
our deliberations. could only terminate in a reſolution, to ſell our 
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part of the Nile, by our Roe, lies 11 F miles to "the welt 
of Coſire. „ . 
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THURSDAY, ziſt Jux v. 


We awoke' this morning long after the ſon had OE and, upon 
Tooking around us, had the pleaſure of ſeeing the Nile, which 
now began to be gilded with his early beams. We were near a 
quarter of a mile from the river, and could only obtain a view of 
the water through different openings i in the bank. Here the bor- 
ders are adorned in ſeveral places with the date and other fruit- 
trees; though the country around wears the ſame dreary aſpect 
as before. In one of theſe verdant ſpots lies the village of Banute; 
the place we are in, being lonely and uncultivated, and conſiſting 

of a cluſter of cottages, the property of ſome camel. drivers. No- 
thing can more evince the magnificence of this celebrated river, 
khan! its breadth at this diſtance from the ſea. It appears to our 
; eye not much leſs than a mile wide; though, with its windings, 
it cannot run a courſe of leſs than 700 miles, from its leaving Ba- 
nute, until it diſcharges itſelf into the Mediterranean. 

The young ſhaik was abſent ſome hours, and brought v as the 
N diſagreeable tidings, that no boat could be procured in this neigh- 
'borhbod. We were now reduced to the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
, ſeeking's one at Ghintiah ; and the ſhaik left us, to get freſh camels 
to carry us to that city. We are again inclined to doubt the er- 
rand on which we came here; but whatever may have been the 
view of our conductor and his aſſociates, a ſolution of their odd 
conduct cannot be very remote. While our patience is thus ex- 
erciſed in reſpect to our minds, it is not leſs ſo in a caſe of equal 
importance to our bodies. Though we have faſted, in a manner, 
for three days paſt, we are afraid to ſend to Banute for a ſupply of 
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meat a fruit: the ** we ha, are 89 TOY 
who would not wait our beſtowing alms upon them, ſhould. they 
happen to be appriſed of our ſmall number. A pretty ſpecimen, 
indeed, of a place which has been recommended to us by our 
guard! But the humble diſtance which the ſhaik keeps, ſhews 
plainly. his opinion of it. A pair of pigeons, which this place af- 


forded, ſerved juſt to allay the appetites of our company; and as 150 


we had no money at hand, the ſhaik lent us a couple of dollars to 
pay for them and ſome dried dates, which we took with us to eat 
upon the rat. 

At three 0 clock in che 1 we 9 8. this miſerable ; 
village, and ſet out for Ghinnah, in tolerable health a c ſpirits. | 
Whether we owe our recovery to the ſalubrious wa er of the 
Nile, or to à ceſſation of fatigue for the laſt twelve hours, we 
_ aroſe this morning with a perfect freedom from our late com- 
plaint. Our faces were now turned to the north, and we went for 
the moſt part of this ſtage in the ſame direction. This was no 
unpleaſing circumſtance, as we thereby preſented our backs to 
the ſun, which had ſo dreadfully annoyed us yeſterday. At four 
we entered a ſandy valley, where we ſaw an herd of deer. When 

we mounted the hills beyond it, we had a glance, for the firſt 
time, of a cultivated country. The Nile appeared about two 
miles to the weſtward, waſhing the foot of the mountains by 
which it is ſ{kirted on that ſide. To the eaſtward, the whole 
ſpace between us was laid out in plantations of grain, which 
were watered by inlets from the river. There was as extraor- 
dinary a contraſt in the proſpect before us, as could poſſibly 
occur in the wantonneſs of nature. The ſcene to our left, ver- 
dant, and crouded with clumps of ſtately trees, which were 
bounded; by a fine river; while that to the right was barren as 
before, and offered nothing but fangs and ſtony mountains to 
the eye. 
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| Our company was reduced by the abſence of dur guard, we 
had got the ſtart of us on the road by the ſhaik's orders, ſo that 
we could not muſter above ten camels, had we been in the way 
of danger. At five o'clock we paſſed by the ruins of a oe” 
village, which our guides tell us has long been abandoned, on 
account of robbers, who were continually plundering the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants. Here we were alſo deſerted by the 
ſhaik, who gave us notice of his intention to puſh on to the 
city, to prepare an houſe for our reception. He aſſured us, that 
he could anſwer for our ſafety on the road, and at Ghinnah, 
where he would introduce us under cover of the night, and pre- 
viouſly provide for our embarkation. Whatever reluctance we 
: might have towards this ſtep, tt was impoſſible to fruſtrate it, 
and he put his camel on at ſuch a trot, as made us loſe ſight of 
him preſently. - We were even worſe. provided with cattle than 
before, and on our endeavoring to mend their pace to keep up 
with the ſhaik, we received remonſtrances from the owner againſt | 
hurrying his” camels. | This fellow attended us, and was as 
ſurly a dog as I ever met with in my life. When he found 
that my companions and I paid little regard to his words, he 
had the impudence to make Abdul Ruſſar, our Arab ſervant, 
and the poor Hindoo, alight, and trudge along on foot, under 
pretence that the beaſts they rode, were overladen. When we 
were apprized of this circumſtance, we rated the owner ſoundly 
for his inſolence. But he remained inflexible, and I know not 
to what a pitch our difference would have ariſen, if Abdul Ruſ- 
far had not wiſely urged us to acquieſce in a thing, which he 
now pr etended was a matter of choice. He had great merit for 
his prudent interference, at a time when we were about to for- 
get the reſtraint we were under in this Mahometan region. And 
happy would it have been for tlie Fakeer, if he could have 
yielded to circumſtances with equal temper. But his ſpirit was 
is 2 e 
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* * at the! indignity which had been offered * that 
he took the firſt opportunity of reniounting his camel, unob- 
ſerved by the o ner: We were at this juncture ſome hundreds 


of yards ahead, and were not a little furprized to hear the moſt 


lamentable outcries in our rear. Theſe proceeded from che un- 


fortunate Fakeer, whom we beheid under the diſcipline” of the 


Arab's ſtick, but urging his beaſt forwatds, without betrahing the 


leaſt deſign towards quitting his ſeat. As we approached him, 


his confidence ſeemed to redouble, rt he began to pour forth 


the vileſt abuſe on his antagoniſt in the Moor language. It was 


Fa conducive to his ſafety, that the Arab! did not under- Z 


and him, who, at our inſtance, not only deſiſted from the aſſault, 
but left him in quiet poſſeſſion of the camel. This ſo elevated 
the ſpirits of the Hindoo, that giving more credit to his on vo- 


ciferation than to our ſuppoft, he deſcanted largely on his 'own 


courage and rank in life, which he averred was formerly a Sube- 
dar, or commander of Sepoys in the Engliſh ſervice. As this 
man had hitherto kept a centinel on his bps, we did not regret the 
rude manner in which they had been put o F cheir guard; as the 


many ſtories which now fell from them, ſerved, in ſome meaſure, 


to baniſh painful reflexions. - But, indeed, the ſcene which now 


diſcloſed itſelf, quickly abſorbed our attention. After a ſix months 
confinement in a ſhip, and in barren countries, it was not with- 
out an exquiſite ſatisfaction that I beheld the earth cloathed again 
in green, and adorned with her faireſt ornaments of wood and 
water. The captive, who has long pined in a gloomy dungeon, 


could not experience more joyful emotions at the fight of day, 
than animated me on this occalion. I looked about me with ſen- 
ſations unknowfy before. I called to my camel- driver to gather 


every bloſſom that the buſhes afforded, which my imagination 
ſupphed with fragrance ; and this part of -the Nile, which would 
appear contemptible when oppoſed to the rudeſt banks of the 
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"Thames, was to me fraught with numberleſs beauties. We. now, 
for the firſt time on our journey, beheld the marks of agricul- 
ture. The people were in ſome places tending their cattle, and 
in others following the plough. The river diſcovered itſelf at va- 
rious breaches in the banks, about two miles to our left ; and we 
ſaw wells that were worked by * pacotahs, as in India. Water- 
channels now interſected the road, to ſupply the country to the 
right of us, which here began to be cultivated. At theſe channels 
our poor camels halted, and drank with the eagerneſs and perſe- 
verance of creatures unaccuſtomed to quench the heavieſt call of 
nature, which I may ſafely pronounce to be thirſt. I can truly 
ſay, that, during the laſt three days, I have not eat an ounce. 
Meat we had not, and I could never get down above a mouthful 
or two of bread. My companions were nearly in the ſame ſitua- 
tion; which can only be attributed to our ſtomachs having been 
| overcharged with the quantities of Wer) which the heat and duft 
obliged us to ſwallow. 1 
Betw-een the time of our ſeeing the ruined village and ſun-ſet, 
e counted not leſs than a dozen deſolated towns, which we were 
given to underſtand had been unpeopled on the ſame account: 
ſome large, and the houſes {till ſtanding ; and others defended by 
walls and towers, whoſe remains are ſtill reſpectable. Were a 
traveller allowed to indulge a conjecture on a curſory view of 
things, I ſhould rather ſuſpect that theſe ruins were of far greater 
antiquity than the modern inhabitants of Egypt imagine; and that 
time, the grand deſtroyer of all human ſyſtems, had depopulated 
theſe parts, and not the dread of the roving Arabs. When the 


A pacotah is a machine of a very ſimple conſtruction. By the means of a long | 
bamboo, fixed acroſs a maſt, a ſingle man will raiſe water from the depth of ten or 
twelve feet, by walking up and down the bamboo. During this leiſure movement, the 


man above encourages himſelf with a ſong, in which he is accompanied by his fellow, : - 
4 who ſtays below, to diſtribute the water as it comes up in the bucket. = 
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Saracens over-ran Egypt, whole cities muſt have yielded to the 
deſtructive tide; and while the bloody conteſt ſubſiſted between 
them and the Turks, the reſt were involved in the general wreck 
of this country's grandeur. I particularly remarked the ruins of 
one town, ſituated on two hills to the right of the road, and join- 
ed together by a wall which runs acrofs the valley. The front of 
this town ſtill extends itſelf a mile, and its towers and hum 
mums, which are of ſtone, are many of them in tolerable repair. 
Our guides had, indeed, names for this, as well as ſome of the 
reſt of theſe places; but being of Arab derivation, they could. 
throw no light on the ſubject of our enquiry. : 

The night was very bright, from the countleſs hoſt of ſtars 
which are wont to ſhine with unclouded luſtre in this ſerene he- 
miſphere. A full hour before we reached Ghinnah, we left our 
northern direction, and travelled due weſt. The many gardens 


and plantations that we paſſed, announced our vicinity to the 


city, where we arrived at nine o'clock. At our entrance we went 
by a large moſque, which was illuminated, and full of people, who 
were attending divine ſervice. We ſaw many good houſes and 
ſtreets, before we reached the lodgings that had been provided for 
us. Here we were houſed at half paſt nine, without having met 
with any adventure that could tend to a diſcovery of our perſons. 
'The manſion ſeems large and commodious, and belongs to the 
merchant whoſe camels accompanied us the greateſt part of the 
way. He welcomed us with great cordiality, and, having. ſeen our 
baggage carried up ſtairs, lighted us himſelf to our apartment, 
where ſome new bread and freſh dates were ſerved up to us, Dur- 
ing our repaſt the merchant Mahomet, his brother Ally, and the 
ſhark, attended us, and on their wiſhing us a good night, we remind- 
ed them of our anxiety to be gone. The laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or 
hfteen miles, ſo that we have come 130 miles ſince we left Coſire, 
though the direct diſtance muſt fall ſomewhat ſhort of that 
AAA LL number.. 
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adds While we were going ta bed, we were thrown i into ſome 
confuſion by: Major Alexander miſſing has Indian ſabre. The hag- 
gage was rummaged for it in vain; ſo that we were obliged to call 
up our hoſt to lay the complaint before him. The major now re- 
membered having left it below ſtairs, and, as it could not be 
found, the ſuſpicions of our hoſt immediately fell upon the ſol- 
dier, who had been ſo long the object of our averſion. This ſol- 
dier he now fallied forth at this late hour to ſeek ; and bidding 
the major to be of good cheer, aſſured him that the ſword * | 
be recovered, af ſtill wu the ee of the 0 


: FRIDAY, Tis Avover. 


1 1 at aapebreak dey aſter a very ſound * One 
night's}reſt had perfectly reſtored me to myſelf, if 1 may ex- 
cept a languor upon my limbs, which ſo laborious a journey 
might occaſion to a conſtitution that is none of the ſtrongeſt. 
When I had got on my Arabian habit, 1 perceived a pair of ſtairs 
that led to the top of the houſe. As I conceived myſelf to be fuf- 
ficiently diſguiſed, I made no ſeruple to aſcend them, in order to 
take a view of the city. Ghinnah, or Cana, as the antients called 
it, is pleaſantly ſituated on the eaſtern banks of the Nile, in that 
diſtrict which is known by the name of Upper Egypt. By our 
niceſt obſervation of its bearing from Coſire, it lies in the latitude: 
26* 40' N. which brings it conſiderably lower down the river than 
we find it, either in the old or modern maps. Its length extends 
from caſt to weſt, and its principal ſtreets run in a parallel line, 
and aſcend by a gentle acclivity from the river to the center 
of the city. This ſituation ſeems adapted to the neighbor- 
hood of the Nile, which, 1n the time of the floods, muſt lay the 
adjacent parts under water. Its appearance is truly romantic, as 
every houſe is ſurrounded with an incloſure, and partly concealed 
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from view by the lofty: date - trees, that every here and there 
mingle their tufted heads with: the ſpiral moſques and ſwelling 
domes, as if ambitious: to rival their proudeſt heights, I was pro- 
ceeding in my obſervations, when our hoſt came up to bid us 


good-morrow, and hearing that I was: above, he called to me in 


haſte to deſcend. I was rather ſurprized at this abrupt com- 
mand ; but when he pointed out the offence which his neighbors 


might take at having their women overlooked, I bore with the 


reproof, though my curioſity had not been awakened from that 


quarter. I was well acquainted. with the jealouſy of the Maho- 
metans in this particular; and therefore did not conſider the con- 
duct of our hoſt as any way unreaſonable. To the great ſatis- 
faction of the major, he produced the ſword, which he declared 
had been taken on the thief he mentioned. He demanded, how- 


ever, eight dollars for the hire of two men, who had aſſiſted him 


in the purſuit of the ſoldier ſome miles from the town. The mo- 
ney was paid to him without heſitation, as the weapon was of va- 


ue to the owner; but our ideas of the juſtice which prevails here, 
became very unfavorable, when we underſtood that the loſs of 


his plunder was the anly puniſhment n tha. knave was Elen 
to experience. * 


Me feaſted this morning at bath 6 on cow's: ail to which 
we have been long ſtrangers, and on the firſt good bread we have 


taſted in Egypt. Indeed, we learn, that this place is plentifully 


ſupplied with every neceſſary of life, ſituated in a ſerene climate, 
and far removed from the turbulence and intrigues of the capital 


we are haſtening to. A picture, pretty in ſpeculation, and what 
we flatter ourſelves we ſhall find juſt in the practice. The ſhaik 
and eur hoſt joined us at our coffee, and we expected to have 
heard ſomething of the boat ; but their errand was to get ſuch 


preſents for the camel - drivers and guard, as are uſual for travel- 


lers to give. We were content to as quat of them for a dollar 
7 each; 
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each; though it went not a little againſt our inclihation to i in- 


clude the roguiſh ſoldier among the number. Scarce had they left 
us, when we had a viſit from the guard themſelves. The offender 
came without a bluſn into our preſence, and had the effrontery 
to make a jeſt of taking the ſword, which he pretended he only 


meant to have kept as a pledge, for the preſent that was due to 


his comrade and himſelf. He added, that they were now come 
for that preſent, which they had ſo juſtly deſerved at our hands, 


by the protection they had afforded us on the road. We were in- 


clined enough to have diſputed their merits in this caſe, had it not 


been in the power of theſe fellows to publiſh our arrival at Ghin- 


nah, and expoſe us to the rapacity of the government. Their 
demand, therefore, met with a civiler reception than they expect- 


ed, and we aſſured them that it had been already gratified. We 
were now witneſs to one of the moſt ſtriking inſtances of the un- 
licenced tempers of the Arabs that ever occurred in hiſtory. For 


no ſooner. was the ſpokeſman certified of the ſhaik's having re- 
ceived his quota, than he caught up his ſabre which lay by him 


on the carpet, and half-drawing it, told us with a reſolute air, that 
if we would diſcloſe but the ſum which the ſhaik had preſumed to 


take without their knowledge, he would force it from his throat 


with the point of his ſword. This language from a ſoldier, of his 


ſaperior, did not ſuit our notions of military diſcipline; and we 
diſpatched Abdul Ruſſar to ſeek for the ſhaik, and acquaint 


him therewith. - He ſoon came, and ſuch a ſcene paſſed between 
the prince and ſubject, as baffles all deſcription. An hundred 


times did they catch up their ſabres, and challenge each other to 
inſtant conflict, and as often did they revile each other in the bit; 


tereſt terms. But our friend had the greateſt juſtice in his re- 


proaches, as he ſtigmatized the ſoldier with having betrayed his 


truſt, in reſpect to the major's ſword. This breach of truſt ſeem- 


ed to both of theſe warriors the principal crime in the 3 
and. 
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wad the — waxed to ſuch a pitch, that finding it | impoſſible 
to ſoften their fury, we looked to our arms, in order to intimi- 
date the ſoldier. His comrade had ſneaked off in the beginning of 
this diſpute, and wiſely informed the people of the houſe of what 
was paſſing above. This intelligence, together with the noiſe, 
; brought up the hoſt and his family, juſt at the nick of time, that 
our apartment was about to become the ſcene of bloodſhed, in a 
- populous and civilized city; on the trifling ſubject of a few dol- 
lars! This company ſoon accommodated the matter, and the ſol- 
dier was diſmiſſed, with a 1 of einig bas flayidend of the 
ſum in queſtion. = 178 211 ol. 
Our diſtaſte for the 8 we are - among, 1 was i heightened 
by this late tranſaCtion, that we now preſſed the ſhaik, very ſeri- 
_ ouſly, to diſcharge the obligation he was under to embark us in a 
boat for Cairo. We found ourſelves at greater liberty, and un- 
der leſs apprehenſion, when committed to the wide waves in an 
Arab boat, than now when we are upon Arab ground; and I 
doubt if there was one among us, who would not have under- 
taken the pilotage of a boat to Cairo, though the current was the 
only guide he could depend upon, in preference to ſtaying at 
Ghinnah a day longer. The ſhaik ſaw our anxiety, and aſſured 
us ſolemnly of his intention to keep his word, as ſoon as a boat 
could be got ready. Our hoſt, and his brother Ally, offered to 
pledge themſelves for the ſhaik's ſincerity, and the latter propoſed 
himſelf to accompany us to Cairo. They left us to ſit down to a 
meal of wheat, boiled in mutton- broth, which had been delayed 
by the ſtrange buſineſs of the Wc: 


SATURDAY, 2d Aueusr. 


We are doomed to be the ſport of fortune, to achieve adven- 
tures which we never aſpired to, and to find our ſituation more 


dangerous 
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a aero chan ever; ut che Eiotiertt that we are boch kipest- 
I Bad nor reſted well) from tlie duft which incemmoded the terrace 


Ibrahim, we underſtood, to our great concern, that the vizier of 


duplicity, When they came running to me, with an account of 


formed of the independence of the Arab ſhaiks, and their pro- 


1 * * 


ing the penod of our woubles: "Though the might was Cloſe; atid 


we ſleep upon, I was up, accordi ing to cuſtom, at daybreak, and 
in poifg down ſtairs to the backyard, in order to wath me, wis 
kniet by a ſervant of thehiiſe; WhO took me by che artm/ and, with 
a f6ightficant geſture, hurried me up again in apparent agitation. 
When he could make a mift to explain himſelf, by the means of 


the eity was in che houſe, and locked up in cloſe conference with 
our hoſt. This early viſit had a very unpromiſing appearance, 
Ard as we had remained within doors ſinice our arrival, we attri- 
buted this diſcovety of us, to ſome treachery in thoſe who were 
11 the ſecret. My companions poſted themſelves on the ſtair- 
head, to learn, if poffible, what was going forward; and I Was 
ruminating in an inner apartment on the conſequences of Arab 


the ſtreet· door being befieged by a body of horſe. Our hoſt him- 
ſelf followed them into the room, and, with the utmoſt ſhew of 
terror, deſired us to load our fire-arms quickly, and affiſt him to 
yr the houſe, which he expected would be affaulted every mo- 
ment. It was ſome time before we could get him to interpret the 
| pare of this alarm. We were not a little ſarprized at laſt to 
learn, that the horſe at the door belonged to the ſhark of Banute, 
and were ſent with injunctions to carry us before their maſter, 
who had been apprized of our having paſſed his refidence, with- 
out paying him the uſual compliment. As improbabfe as this 
ſtory appeared, what impoſition was there which could not have 
been practiſed with ſuccefs on people, who were utter ſtrangers 
to the cuſtoms and language of the country? We were well in 


0 to extort at from travellets and . the ſending 
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an armed force into a commercial town was incomprehenſible to 
us, yet we did not know but it might enter into the ſyſtem of their 
politics,” where one party was ſuperior to another. In order, we 
ſuppoſe, to terrify us into their meaſures, our hoſt told us, that 
there was no regular government at pr eſent in Ghinnah; that 


every man was the protector of his own houſe, which he would 


defend, on our account, againſt all invaders. From one of our 
windows, which in this country more reſembles a pigeon- hole 
than any thing elſe, we beheld a number of horſemen, who pa- 
raded the ſtreet, but did not betray any intentions to proceed to 
violence. On our obſerving this matter to our hoſt, he pretended 
that it diſcovered an inclination to treat with us ; and immediately 

went down to the gate, to make, as he ſaid, the beſt terms for us 


in his power. Thus were we, on a ſudden, ſhut up in a belea- 
guered place, and either on the point of being put to the ſword, or 
being obliged to deliver ourſelves up priſoners of war. The caſtle 


was beſieged in form, and the treacherous governor about to fore- 
go his truſt. We remained, during this interval, under arms in 
our apartment, and had centinels poſted on the ſtairs, to apprize 
us of any danger. After this farce—for a farce it was, though of 
a very ſerious nature to us—had been kept up for two hours and 
upwards, our hoſt at length came up. He told us, that he had fo 


far ſucceeded, as to get us excuſed from our viſit to Banute for a 


pecuniary confideration, and that the ſum of 150 dollars would 
free us from theſe troubleſome gueſts. From the vizier's viſit, and 
the ſtrange conduct of the hoſt, we ſuſpected there was a colluſion 
between them and the cavalry at the door, and that we had already 
fallen within the gripe of the government of Ghinnah. Under 
this perſuaſion we ſubmitted with a good grace, to what we judged 
was unavoidable. We paid down fifty dollars in advance, though 


ve loudly. proteſted againſt the impoſition, which we declared 


would leave us almoſt deſtitute of money. To moderate our vexa- 
B Xp 11 
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tion, and to revive the pleaſing ideas of our departure; our hoſt 
very artfully ſhifted the ſubject, and reminded us of putting him | 
in caſh for the boat, which the ſhark and his brother were gone 


in purſuit of. His demand was forty dollars, which we readi- 


ly depoſited in his hands, on his ſolemn declaration, that he re- 
ceived them for the hire of a boat, which ſhould be e for 
our reception at nighlt. ö 

In a ſhort time after our hoſt had left 1 us, has el to adviſe 
us of the vizier's approach, who followed him into our apart- 


ment, attended by a number of officers of ſtate. They came, as 
they informed us, to enquire into our buſineſs, and our reaſons 


for travelling through their country. Tho' they had taken us ra- 
ther unawares, we put the beſt face we could upon the matter, and 
declared ourſelves travellers, whom ill fortune, and not our own 
inclinations, had led among them. On their demanding our paſs, 


we produced the one from the vizier of Vambo; and we thought 


it fortunate that we could ſhew them letters from Captain Bacon, 
and the ſuper cargoes of the ſnow Adventure, to Ibrahim Beg, the 


bey of Cairo, to convince them that our journey was not a ſecret 


to the bey. The vizier put the paſs into his pocket, and we re- 
marked, that he eyed the letter to the bey with great attention, 
and whiſpered with apparent earneſtneſs to ſome of his followers 


before he returned it to us. We gathered the moſt flattering pre- 


ſages from this incident; and as he had preſerved the utmoſt po- 
liteneſs and moderation 1 in this interview, we ſaw the vizier and 


his train depart, in the fulleſt confidence of having found pro- 
tection in our letters, againſt the government, Which were © ſo well 


inclined to have perſecuted us. 


When theſe people were gone, we par took * a repaſt . the 
family had provided for us. It was ſimple, but well-dreſt, and 


conſiſted of meat and vegetables, both ſtewed and roaſted. We 


had not ſeen the young DA all Say, and were uneaſy at his ab- 
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ende When he made his appearance, he aſſured us that he had 
been employed in our ſervice ſince we ſaw him laſt, and that he 
only wanted the 1 money, to ſecure the boat which he had engaged 
for us. But this information ſeemed chiefly to be a prelude to 
his own demands, and we diſcovered that he was come, like the 
reſt of his countrymen, for a preſent. Though we had promiſed 
him a gratuity conditionally, yet as we placed too much reliance 
on the oath of an Arab, we hoped to bind him more ſtrongly to us, 
by an act that ſavored of confidence, as well as of bounty. We 
therefore preſented him with twenty dollars; and Mr. Hammond 
gave him a ſhaul to which he had taken a liking. He appeared 
ſo much ſtruck with this generoſity, that he ſwore by his Pro- 
8 he would not leave the houſe until a boat was provided for 
We then ſent for our hoſt, with whom we had entruſted the 
bomibiſe; but underſtood from him, that he had juſt paid it 
away with the reſt of the money to the Banute cavalry, who, on 
this prompt payment, had relinquiſhed their firſt demand. Tho' 
this ſtory was rather ſtrange, it carried not a ſuſpicious air on the 
face of it. We ſaved ſixty dollars by the manceuvre, and readily 
proffered to advance the boat-hire anew. A reys, or nokidah, ac- 
companied the hoſt, who, after ſome altercation, agreed to let us 
have a large, commodious boat, to carry us to Cairo, for fifty-five 
dollars. As the price was conſiderably increaſed, we affected to 
run ſhort of caſh, in hopes to impreſs them witli a notion of our 
being too poor to be worth detaining. Accordingly we produced 
ſeveral Indian coins, both of gold and filver, which we deſired 
might be weighed, to make up the ſum. Though welet them un- 
derſtand that theſe were pocket-pieces, which we had preſerved 
through curioſity, I fear this expedient was the means of awak- 
ening the avarice of theſe robbers, and teaching them to expe& a 
| hoard of this treaſure. On receiving the amount, with five dol- 
lars beſides, to provide bread and two or three ſheep for the 
| . — 48 


tion to the immediate perfor; 
as the poet ſays of lovers, that Jove laughs at Arab-perjuries,” 


qa: - 


voyage, the Maik, 0 our holt, RP? the nokidah, fiwore 1 in conjunc- 
ance of the treaty. But they think, 


and they can ſwallow the moſt ſacred oaths, without the ſmalleſt 


intention to keep them. Ang this we found more _— veri- 


fied than ever. 
On the faith of their „ we had Weg up our 1 


and diſpoſed ourſelves for our removal. Nine o'clock. was the ap- 


pointed hour, and we waited for it with all the impatience of a 
bridegroom, who looks forward to the moment which is to 
crown his fondeſt wiſſies, But our watches announced the hour, 
and no Arabs appeared. We, however, accounted eaſily for the 
delay; eſpecially as the natives maſt find it difficult to aſcertain 
time, in a country where clocks and watches are unknown. Ten 
o clock came, and bro 
now began to be cruel; and we ſent Abdul Ruſſar down ſtairs, 


to enquire what was become of the hoſt and his companions. He 
returned without having obtained any other tidings, than their 


being ſtill abroad. It is impoſſible to give the reader an idea of 
our ſituation during this interval. We were aſſembled. on a ter- 
race that was open to the air, and had no other light than what 


the ſtars afforded. us. The worſt interpretation was put upon 
their abſence, by ſome of our company. Ibrahim began to de- 


ſpair; and Abdul Ruſſar himſelf could not account for the eon- 
duct of his countrymen. Tired out with fruitleſs expectation, 


vue ſtretched ourſelves upon our carpets, and endeavored to com- 


poſe ourſelves to reſt. In the midſt of our diſordered ſlumbers, 


we were ſuddenly alarmed, about midnight, by a noiſe at the out- 
ward gate of the houſe. We heard the door open, and the ſound 
of a man's feet haſtily aſcend the ſtairs. Hope hung upon his 
| ſteps; and when we beheld our hoſt enter with a light in his hand, 

we called out, as if with one voice, that we were ready to attend 


him. 


ght no intelligence of them. Our ſuſpence 


E 
in 
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him. Judge ye, who have ever experienced the fallacy of appear= 
ances in matters neareſt to the heart judge of our emotions, 
when we. found, that, inſttad of a boat being in readineſs to carry 
us away, the vizier and his train were below y! The late hour, 
our recent diſappointment, and the ſurprize which this news 


threw us into, operated together to render us very unfit to re- 
ceive theſe. unwelcome viſitants. But we had not even time to 


_ enquire into the meaning of this intruſion, when the vizier en- 
tered, , He was accompanied by all the officers who were with 
him in the morning; but his retinue was now enlarged by a 


number of ſoldiers, each of whom bore a torch in his hand. They 


ſeated themſelves, without waiting to be aſked,” on the carpets 
which we had riſen from; and calling for our interpreter, the vi- 


zier deſired him to tell us, that he was come to levy a duty on the 


goods and jewels: that we had with us: that he and the council 


of ſtate had formed a reſolution to demand no more than 4,000 
dallars ; and if we refuſed to pay ſo moderate a ſum, they muſt 
ſend us to their maſter, the Shaik- Ul- Arab, who was then on the 


frontiers. of his dominians, to anfiver for our refuſal. The exor- 
bitancy of the demand made us treat it in a light manner; and as 
to our taking another journey upon camels, we declared it was 
better to die here, than to fall a ſacrifice to the fatigues of the Ara- 


bian method of travelling. We told them our baggage lay ready 


for their inſpection, and they might ſoon ſatisfy themſelves of 


our poverty. Whether this confident behavior impreſſed them 


with an idea of our ſincerity, or that their deſigns were not ripe 
for execution, we cannot pronounce ; but the vizier declined the 


ſearch. He however politely inſinuated, that a ſhaul or two would 
be very acceptable to him. I had two fine ones belonging to my 
Turkiſh dreſs, which had ſtood me in 100 dollars. Theſe I pro- 


duced without heſitation, tho' I declared tr uly they were all-T had, 


when I preſented them to the vizier, On receiving them, the mi- 


nilter 
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niſter begged us to be eaſy, as he now conſidered us to be under 
his protection, and would give us a pals in the morning for our 
ſafety down the river. When he had taken his leave, we re- 
proached our hoſt for the failure of his word. But he ſhifted the 
blame from - himſelf to the vizier, who, he affured us, had put a 
ſtop to our voyage for this night. He repeated his former aſſer- 
tions, that the boat was ready for our reception. In ſhort, he 
drew ſo flattering a picture of the vizier's good intentions towards 
us, and expreſſed ſuch a zeal for our ſervice, that he obtained his 
ends of getting a ſhaul himſelf from ur arm os me of Lell 
ing us once more into a tranſient ſecurity. * 25 | 


8 U N D A v. 3d AvGvsT. 


The morning came, only to furniſh us with freſh inſtances of 


the perfidy of theſe people. Inſtead of the vizier's paſs, or any 


ſigns of our departure, we were left to our own reflections, and 
we ſaw nothing of the young ſhaik, of our hoſt, or of his brother. 
Nay, to ſuch a pitch was their negle& carried, that at noon we 
found there was no dinner provided for us in the houſe. In this 
embarraſſment we ſent out Abdul Ruſſar to purchaſe us ſome pro- 
viſion ; and as we underſtood the city abounded with Chriſtian 
merchants, we directed him to apply to them for their opinion of 
our detention, and for their advice and aſſiſtance on this alarming 


occaſion. Too ſtrict a watch was kept upon the motions of Ibra- 
him, to admit of his negotiating ſuch a matter for us. It was 


rarely that he was ſuffered to ſtir out of doors, under pretence that 
the people of Banute were once more in ſearch of us, to tax us m 
another preſent ; and when this liberty was allowed him, he was 
attended by the hoſt, or ſome of the family. We were yet in the 
dark, therefore, in reſpect to the form and nature of the govern- 
ment under whoſe extortions we groaned, But we gaue the ab- 

ſent 
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which I immediately preſented him with, Theſe had been ſeen by 
our treacherous hoſt the preceding morning, when we had taken 
up arms to defend the houſe, and as I perceived that the vizier had 
got an item of them, I parted with them in the beſt manner 1 
could. Not fatisfied with this compliance, he now caſt his eye on 
the major's ſword. But its maſter had too great a value for an old 
and truſty ſervant, to give it up ſo eaſily. He had already redeem- 
ed it from the hands of a robber, and, perhaps, on that account, 
prized it more than ever. But the vizier's inclination for the 
ſword ſeemed to increaſe, in proportion to the reluctance of the 
owner to reſign it. -In ſuch a fituation as ours, I could not ſee 
the uſe of with-holding any article from a man, who, by his rank 
and authority, might apparently diſpoſe of us as he pleaſed. In 
my experience of theſe people, I had never found the good of re- 
ſiſtance, in caſes of this nature ; and cannot take any ſhame upon 
myſelf for adviſing conciliating and pacific meaſures, in a country 
where a ſucceſsful oppoſition would prove fatal to us. We had 
arms to defend ourſelves, and I believe {kill to have repelled ſupe- 
rior numbers; but it muſt be allowed, that we ſhould dearly have 
abided a recourſe to them. Under this conviction, I endeavored 
to ſoften the vizier's diſappointment, by tendering him a creeſe, 
or dagger, in lieu of the ſword he wanted. Its handle was agate, 
| ſtudded with ſmall rubies and emeralds; and as it belonged to 
my Turkiſh dreſs, was a very proper preſent to an Arab. This 
creeſe, with the piſtols, coſt me ſeventy dollars at leaſt ; but the 
ſooner we are diveſted of our valuables, the nearer will be the 
hour of our departure. The meaning of this interview was too 
obvious to eſcape our notice; and we ſhould have been content 
to have purchaſed this miniſter's friendſhip at the price of our 
baggage. Though every requeſt he made could only be conſtru- 
ed into a demand, he never exceeded the bounds of good-breeding 
in this 2 viſit; and it muſt be acknowledged, that there 


never 


("2031 


never exiſted a more polite robher than the vizier of Ghinnah. He 
had the art to ſhift the diſcourſe to ſomething flattering or amuſ- 
ing to us, whenever we attempted to touch on the ſubject of our 
departure; and notwithſtanding we perceived his drift, he had 


we had always in view. In ſhort, he laughed with us, rallied 
with us, and drank with us; and, as a particular compliment, obli- 
ged us in our turns to ſmoke of his pipe. He lengthened his vi- 
fit until eight o'clock in the evening, and, during the whole time, 


were abſolutely foiled in our attempts to found this politician's 
mind; and, at the end of the interview, had not obtained the 


leaſt inſight into the extent of his deſigns upon us. When we la- 


mented our confinement in a private houſe, and complained of the 


deceitful conduct of our hoſt, he affected to take a part in our 


troubles. But his language was ambiguous, and left us to con- 
ceive ſomething more than it conveyed. At his departure, how- 
ever, he aſſured us with a ſmile, that he intended to renew his vi- 


2 9 — 


terer, and ſending us a dinner more ſuitable to our condition. To 


this he added, that he hoped it would be the laſt meal we ſnould 


eat in Ghinnah. Inconcluſive as theſe words were, we were 
ſomewhat aſſured by them, and thanked the miniſter very cordi- 
ally for his jus intentions. 


M ON D AY, 4th Avovsr. 


What with the anxiety of our minds, and the cloſeneſs of our 
apartment, we paſs our nights in a very uncomfortable manner. 
The weather 1s very ſultry, and the high walls which ſurround us 

on all ſides, ſeem calculated to prevent a free circulation of air. 
But we had more important cares to engage our attention. From 


Cc carry 


the addreſs to evade the queſtion, and to lead us from the point 


- diſplayed all the ſkill and education of a profeſſed courtier. We 


ſit on the morrow ; but that he ſhould inſiſt on ſtanding our ca- 
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the wreck of our fortunes, we were intent to ſave a ſufficiency to 
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carry wy to Europe, ſhould it pleaſe God to deliver us from this 
rapacious tribe. I had about rool. left in venetians and guineas, 
which, with a gold watch, and a ruby ring of ſome value, I con- 
cealed in an handkerchief about my waiſt. My European ſervant 
contrived alſo to carry about him ſome pictures and trinkets ſet 
with jewels, of mine, in his ſaſh and turban. Mr. Hammond 


treaſure. But the abundant riches of the latter became a grievous 
burden to him. He had lent the ſupercargo of the Adventure 
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departure from Vambo he had received this ſum, and what with 
pagodas and rupees that he had beſides, he could not at that time 
be in poſſeſſion of leſs than 10001. in ſpecie. A large capital, and 
though ſomewhat leſſened by our former travels, ſtill conſiderable 
enough to put him to great difficulties in the diſpoſal of it. An 
heavy bag of 500 venetians was ſuſpended about Ibrahim's waiſt, 
and afforded us no little trial of the honeſty and attachment of this 
Indian. The major's ſlave-boys were likewiſe encumbered with 
gold and ſilver; and a prodigious handſome ſword; which he had 
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in a hole under the ſtair-caſe. The handle and ſcabbard were of 
ſilver, highly wrought, and doubly gilt. This ſword was valued 
at rool. ſterling, and was once the property of an eaſtern prince. 
Theſe meaſures were adopted, from a ſuſpicion that our trunks 
would undergo a ſcrutiny to-day, and that nothing but this cere- 
mony having hitherto been omitted, obſtructed our departure. It 
was our original misfortune to be lumbered with too much bag- 
gage, and it had been better that we had committed every thing to 


with the caravan. Its appearance almoſt warranted the exaggera- 


Pub! ithed. 


and the major made uſe of ſimilar: contrivances, to preſerve their 
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1000 pagodas, or 400l, reſpondentia, to be paid at Suez. At our 


"hitherto ſecreted" in his bed, was now, for greater ſecurity, hidden 


the waves at Coſire, than to have brought any packages but papers 


tion of the vulgar ; and the approach of the Engliſh travellers, load- 
ed With gold, precious — and merchandize, was every where 


„Le 1] 
publiſhed.” As they had no idea of people being led by: curioſity 
or accident to viſit their country, it was very natural for them to 
place our journey to the deſire of gain, and to conſider us in the 
light of merchants. Inſtead of coming here with privacy as we 
had fooliſhly believed on the word of our conductor it now ap- 
pears, that we were expected with impatience by the principal in- 
habitants; and that our perſons and our goods had only been 
transferred from one hand to another. To the bleſſing of God 
only can we now attribute the moderation of the ſhaik of Coſire, 
and our preſervation on the road hither. Our lives and property 
had been at the diſpoſal of him and his dependants, and we could 
not but ſnudder to reflect on the company we had travelled with, 
But to be expoſed to pillage in a large and populous town, to 
which merchants of different countries reſort, is only to be ex- 
plained by the ſtrange ideas they entertain of our baggage, which 
they will not ſearch, though we preſs them to do it, and will not 
feize, d inclined to Poſſeſs it. Thus kept in a ſtruggle be- 
tween avarice and fear, our journey is delayed, our apprehenſions 
awakened, and our lives poſſibly endangered, until the! OR 
_ be decided in the breaſts of theſe ſpoilers} 111], 

We have ſeen nothing of the young ſhaik ſince he Were 5 
e fone of our hoſt Mahomet, ſince he made us the fine pro- 
miſes of a ſpeedy departure. Ibrahim watched an opportunity 
this morning to ſlip out unobſerved, and to accompany Abdul 
Ruſſar to ſome Chriſtian houſes. They were directed to ſound theſe 
people, reſpecting the protection they were inclined to afford us. 
To know whether they could harbor us in their houſes, in caſe 
we effected an eſcape from our priſon; or at leaſt would aſſiſt in 
procuring us a boat, to accompliſh our flight under cover of the 
night. This negotiation was as fruitleſs as all the others we had 
undertaken. Neither their defires to ſerve us, nor the hopes of a 
good reward, were foreible enough to command the interpoſition 
C 2 = of 
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of theſe Chriſtians, confident as they were that we labored under 
the perſecution of the government. To fill up the meaſure of our 


diſtreſs, the very boatmen, whom Ibrahim ſpoke to diſtantly on 
the ſubject, poſitively declined to receive us on board without a 
paſſport. Once more then muſt we give up the flattering proſ- 
pect of liberty, and attend with A the utue of our r 
tunes. tt 

It has been remarked by home philolaptiery that 3 m every _ 
to which humanity is put, how numerous ſoever the illuſions of 
hope, there is ſtill a ſucceſſion of cauſes to revive this active _ 
ciple, a and to preſerve the mind from the influence of deſpair. | 


is a pleaſure to me to ſubſcribe to a ſentiment, which holds out 


ſo comfortable a truth to mankind, and which aſcribes ſo bene- 
volent a property to the divine ordination of events. Various had 


been the turns of our fortune, but never had we loſt ſight of-an 


happy ſequel. Even now, when all immediate ſuccour is denied 
us, we look forward to a diſtant promiſe, The Indian Fakeer, 
whom we had not ſeen ſince our arrival here, and whoſe abſence 


we could only attribute to his having purſued his journey, fol- 
lowed Ibrahim into the houſe, and offered to carry a letter to 
Cairo. He informed us of his having been frequently denied ad- 


mittance to us, and urged us to diſpatch him with all poſſible 
ſpeed, that he might depart unnoticed. The gratitude of this 
poor Indian excited our admiration, and we delayed not a moment 
to take advantage of his unexpected offer, We penned a ſhort 


but pathetic letter to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, acquainting him of 


our alarming ſituation, and begging his intereſt with the bey to 
demand our releaſe of this government, We had every reaſon to 
believe that our letter from Coſire had not reached Mr. Baldwin, 


but we had a better foundation for the ſucceſs of this, as the 
bearer had evinced himſelf our friend, and was in a character 


that would render him — — But to enſure the delivery of 


It; 
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it, as much as lay in our power, we preſented the Fakeer with five 
dollars, and on the back of the letter deſired Mr. Baldwin would 
pay him as much more, as a reward for his fidelity. The Indian 

was very thankful for this kindneſs, and after concealing the let- 
ter in his turban, took leave of us with no little emotion, He 
luckily; went out of the houſe unqueſtioned by the porter ; and 
we prepared ourſelves to receive the vizier, in a better temper of 
mind than we had been in for ſome time paſt. 


At two o'clock the miniſter came, accompanied only by the 
raſcal Ally. We were glad to find that he was not unmindfut 


of his promiſe ; and indeed he exceeded our expectations in the 
ſumptuous dinner he had provided for us. It conſiſted of thirty 
covers, wherein various kinds of fiſh, fleſh, and fowl, were ſerved 
up to our table, We had not ſeen ſo plentiful a meal for many 
a day, and were not backward in doing honor to it. The vizier 
was particularly. attentive in recommending the beſt diſhes to us, 
and ſeemed. much pleaſed at the appetite with which we ate. He 
relaxed entirely of his ſtate, and when the victuals were removed, 
he and Ally ſet; in for ſerious drinking. It was impoſlible for us 
to eſcape a dram or two, which he forced upon us. But he would 
take no excuſe from Ally, who being a Muſſulman like himſelf, 
was called-upon to keep him in countenance. The rum was old, 
and conſequently potent, and did not require a great quantity to 
intoxicate theſe boon companions. The vizier's head however 


was much the ſtrongeſt; and while the liquor only rendered him 
more talkative, its effects upon Ally were miſchievous and alarm 


ing. He acted a thouſand extravagancies, and at length pulled 
one of the vizier's piſtols out of his girdle, and fired it in the air. 
In this ſtate of frenzy the piſtol might as well have been directed 
at one of our breaſts, and we were very glad, in a few minutes 
after, to ſee him fink upon the floor in a fit of ſtupefaction. This 
afforded matter of great triumph to the miniſter, who began to 
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conceive an infinite 19 05 for us, talked of Shins: us nome 


to an houſe more eligible for our reception, and in the fahieſs of 
his heart, offered us horſes and guards to conduct us thtoügl the 


city. He was very deſirous to play a game of cheſs with me, 


when he underſtood I was converſant with it, and we were enter- 
taining hopes of being benefitted i in ſome ſhape or other by this 
paroxyſm of kindneſs, when he was ſuddenly overcome by lleep. 


He ſtretched himſelf upon the carpet on which he had been fit- 


ting, and all our airy notions of relief vaniſhed with Urs waking 
thoughts. N . 
He had been upwards of an potlr 4 in this ktustion, When 4 


. meſſenger brought a letter, the delivery of which was too impor- 


tant to be. diſpenſed with. We therefore venturtd to wake the 
miniſter, Who 1 believe was aſhamed to be found in ſuch A man- 
ner. On peruſing it, he faid the contents concerned us. Tllat 
the ſhaik of Banute had ſent two boats to purſue u own the 
Nile, under a ſuppoſition of our having puſhed on for Cairo, and 
that they were now returned to ſeck us here. He bade us How 
ever to rely on his protection, and to keep outſelves quiet until 
theſe people had left the city, When he Would diſpatch us wit 
ſafety. He then took his leave, not empty-handed, As during 
the viſit he had wheedled the major out of a ſhaul, which appears 


to be the chief object of his deſires. We had gained no ground 


in this interview; and held the fevival of the Banute ſtory, as a 
mere feint to renew our apprehenſions, and to conceal the real 
motives of our detention. | | 


F 


TUESDAY, 5th Aucusr. 


& ib 


The proſpect begins to grow darker and darker, and our de- 
parture ſeems to be more diſtant than ever. We are e utterly neg- 
. ; tected 
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lected by the family, "TY in a manner, forſaken by the world, 
We had ſent. Abdul. Ruſſar to ſearch for them in. vain, when a- 

bout eleven O' clock he returned with Ally. He was juſt riſen 
| from his bed, and the fumes of the liquor were ſcarcely evapora- 
ted from, his brain. - We were not ſorry to ſee him in a ſituation, 


from which we had a chance of procuring ſome material intelli- : 
gence. But he was a traitor in his cups, and gave the he to the 


notion that good liquor will make a rogue honeſt. For my own 
part, I had been ſo mortified at the depravity of human nature, 
which, in the ſhape of our landlord and his aſſociates, had not 
only violated the rights of hoſpitality, but repeatedly broken the 
moſt tremendous. oaths which could be taken in the fight of a juſt 
God, that I was tempted at times to diſown my alliance to ſuch 


a race. Oppreſſed by one part of it, and unaſſiſted by another, 


whoſe religion ſhould have enforced their compaſſion towards us, 
it ĩs not ſurprizing that we beheld them with an eye of abhor- 
rence and diſtruſt. We had experienced that there was no ſafety 
among them, and to the interpoſition of the divine Power alone, 
could we look for our deliverance. But the ſimplicity of Ibra- 

him led him to renew a confidence, ſo often miſplaced. He gave 
more credit to the Word of a Muſſulman, and was the laſt to ſee 
into their falſchood. He took great pains to. worm out of Ally 
the ſecret intentions of his brother.., Repeatedly did he demand 
what they ſought for from us, and as often did he proffer in our 
name to leave our baggage to them, provided they would convey 


us and our papers to a boat. Shame frequently appeared in 


Ally's face during this interrogation; and it was not without 
the heſitation attached to a guilty conſcience; that he acknow- 
ledged they wanted more valuables. On this the major produced 
a ſilyer mug, which he promiſed to deliver to the brothers at the 
river-ſide. But Ally would not be ſatisfied without a diamond- 
ring, which he had ſeen on the major's finger at Coſire. This 
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was a ring of no ) inconſiderab! e value, and had been imprudently 
expoſed by the major, at a moment, indeed; when he did not ſuf. 
pect the miſchief which was hatching againſt us. It would have 
been impoſſible, Perhaps, to have waved this demand, if the't ma- 
jor had not luckily been in poſſeſſion of a paſte ring of nearly the 
ſame ſize, which he impoſed upon Ally for the diamond one. 
This ring and the ſilver mug were to be his, when he performed 
his engagement of putting us into a boat. The ſight « of them 
ſeemed to rouze the fellow, and to animate his zeal in our behalf. 
He left us on the inſtant, with a deſign to ſeek his brother, 
and to ſee what could be done for us. As an earneſt of his good 
intentions, he left word with Abdul Ruſſar below, that he would 1 
provide a dinner for us, which we were likely to have gone with- 5 
out before. We ſaw nothing of him however until two o'clock, 
when he brought us a very ſcanty and indifferent diſh of fiſh 
ſtewed in oil. We could not help murmuring at our condition, 
and the raſcal apologized, as well as he could, for the badneſs of 
the victuals. We were now left to ourſelves for the reſt of the day, 
to ſolve if poſſible the intentions of our enemies, and to n 
in vain on the beſt meaſures to guard againſt their malignity. 
In the evening, Ally brought his brother to us, whom we had 
not obtained a ſight of for the three laſt days, though ſuppoſed 
to be under the ſame roof with us. Nature had been very juſt to 
this man, as the villainy of his diſpoſition was written in legible 
characters in his countenance. He was in a manner dragged up 
to our apartment, and his preſent appearance would not have 
diſcredited a king's evidence at the Old-Bailey. He hung his 
head, though poſſeſſed of an infinite ſtock of aſſurance, and the 
frivolous reaſons which he aſſigned for his abſence, were the 
Plaineſt proofs of his guilt, He now joined with Ally in ſeem- 
ing earneſt for our departure, and which he aſſured us nothing 
| delayed but the ſearch of © our ir baggage. This Hy he under- 
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ver od his principles, by deſiring us to ſuffer him and Ally to in- 
ſpe& our baggage before the vizier came to do it. There was a 


time when this propoſal. would have been treated with the con- 


tempt it deſerved; but our immediate dependence on theſe fel- 
lows, obliged us to liſten to it with complacency. We were 

aware of their knaviſh deſigns, but we conſidered our effects as 
the clog which impeded our courſe; and a livelier picture cannot 


be exhibited of our ſituation, than the readineſs with which we 


accelerated the hour, which might leave us deſtitute of the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life. Our operations were now confined to the 
obtaining of our enlargement. We thought only of reſuming 


our journey. The means of accompliſhing ſo arduous an under- 


taking, were n. left to the direction of chance. 


WEDNESDAY, 6th AvevsrT. 


This is the ſixth day of our r arrival at Ghinnah, and we are as 
perfect ſtrangers to the place as the hour we came here. Our 


view is limited to the ſtreet in which we live, and which we peep 
into from our windows, that are very ſmall and very high. Here 
our faces engage the attention of paſſengers, many of whom are 
brought by curioſity to view us: the detention and ill uſage of 
European travellers having made no little noiſe about the city. 


But compaſſion is the only medicine they can afford us. Al- 


though our caſe is known, we have little chance of relief under 
ſo precarious a government, where the ruling maxim ſeems to be, 
that the weaker fide muſt go to the wall, 


It is our fortune once more to excite the pity of the fairer part 
of the creation, and to find tenderneſs and humanity among the 
members of an Arab tribe. Exactly oppoſite to our priſon is the 
haram of a man of ſome conſequence, if we can judge of him 
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their terrace, and, by ſigns and ſalutations, enquire into our wel- 


danger. We find ſatisfaction, however, in this dumb intercourſe: 


| ſheets, and a Turkiſh habit from the major; and from me a 


hands. We were much aſtoniſhed at this moderation, but ſup- 
poſe an apprehenſion of the vizier's catching them in the fact, 


promiſed him in the boat. It unluckily ſtood on the window- 


ing for an anſwer, e took it up, and marched with it down. 


— 
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from the number of his women. It was but two days ago that 
we diſcovered we were the objects of theſe females' regard; who, 
when the ſun goes down, come tripping by pairs to che front of 


fare, and lament their inability to relieve our diſtreſſes. Some of 
theſe women are beautiful, and all well made; and they make no 
ſcruple to appear before us unvailed, at no greater diſtance than 
the breadth of a narrow ſtreet. It would be an eafy matter for 
us to diſcourſe together, with the help of our interpreter, were we 
not afraid, in our critical ſituation, of incurring ſuſpieion and 


Unavailing as their ſympathy muſt prove, our vanity is not the 
leſs flattered by it. We have retorted upon our oppreſſors with- 
out deſign, and triumph over them in the tendereſt point! 

Before we had breakfaſted, our hoſt and his brother vieal ws. 

to make the propoſed ſearch. --We-readily-opened our trunks to 

them, and they were not a little ſurpriſed to find nothing but 

linen and cloaths, where they expected at leaſt to light upon 

piece-goods, jewels, and money. They took, however, two hand- 

ſome china bowls, a box of cut Trichinopoly ſtones, half a dozen 


Turkiſh coat only. Mr. Hammond's trunks eſcaped their 


occaſioned their haſty retreat, As they were going away, Ally 
ſtaid until his brother was out of hearing, and then aſked the 
major in a whiſper, to let him ſecrete the filver mag which was 


ſeat with the remains of the major's breakfaſt, and without wait- 
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ſtairs. 
2 had ſcarcely got cid of theſe plunderers, when the vizier 


and 


Re 
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and his train made their appearance. They were very rigid 1 in 


their ſcrutiny, until they came to a box belonging to me, which 


contained a packet and letters of conſequence. The manner in 
which this box was ſecured, with nails and wax-cloth, gave them 
hopes of being well rewarded for their trouble. But when the 


lid was faken'off,. and the contents were diſplayed, never was fuch 


arpriſe ſeen, as was betrayed in the countenances of the vizier 


and his'adherents. They ſeemed toi awaken as from a dream, 


and after conferring together with evident marks of difappoint- 


ment, they precipitately retired, notwithſtanding our remon- 


ſtrances, that they would-finiſh the examination, and permit us 
to to depatt, though at the expence of our baggage. 


We had fent Abdul Ruffar abroad to procure intelligence, and 
he returned with the news, that a boat was on the point of ſet- 
ting out for Cairo. He had ſounded the nokidah, to know 
what he would do in our behalf; who, in defiance of bribery, 


would only venture to convey a letter for us to that city. As 


nothing could be effected towards our eſcape, we were content to 


addreſs another letter to Mr. Baldwin, relating the new troubles 
we had met with, and the neceſlity of his immediate aſſiſtance, to 
deliver us from the perils which environed us. This letter 
Abdul Ruſſar carried with great ſecrecy to the nokidah, who, 


in conſideration ef a Frome undertook to deliver it to Mr. 
Baldwin: 


In the afternoons the vizier repeated his viſit, under pretence of 
taking down our names, and making out the paſs for our de- 
parture. The conduct of this man towards us had been truly” 


ſingular. He had courted us for his own views, and he had de- 
ceived us without any apparent motive. He had taken indeed 
many things from us in a polite way, but when he had an op- 
portunity of ſatisfying his avarice with the choice of our move- 


ables; he ſhrunk back, as if aſhamed or afraid to perſevere” i in his 
D d 2 intentions. 
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intentions. This palpably ſhews that there is a ruling. authority 

to which he is accountable, and to which we are indebted for our 
ſecurity to this hour. He poſitively told us that we ſhould go at 
night, and our hoſt as poſitively promiſed us his camels, to 
tranſport us and our baggage to the river-ſide.. At fix o'clock 
our hoſt came, but it was only to inform us, that the young 
ſhaik had ran away to Coſire with the boat-money. We could 
not at firſt think ſo ill of our conductor, but our hoſt aſſured us, 
that we had ſeen our laſt of him. More money was now de- 
manded for the hire of a boat, but we had fo long perſiſted in the 
ſtory of our money being all expended, that we could not have 
produced any, without confirming their opinion of our wealth. 
This fellow, however, had the addreſs to obtain the ſword from 
the major, which had been refuſed to the vizier, and had been re- 
deemed, with ſuch trouble, from the clutches of - the ſoldier. 
This ſword he now demanded upon the footing of a former pro- 
miſe ; and the major thought proper to gratify his wiſhes. He 

has been a material ſufferer duri ing the tranſactions of this day. 


oP. H U R 3 D AY, th Avevsr. 


We were at breakfaſt upon ripe figs and bread, for which we 
L were indebted to the attention of Abdul Ruſlar, who is our ca- 
3 terer at ſuch times as our hoſt neglects us, when two of the vizier's: 

people entered the room, accompanied by our hoſt and his father. 
The laſt is an old man, and not only privy to the iniquitous con- 
duct of his ſons, but a tormenting ſolicitor himſelf for any thing 
that comes within his view. The trite tale of the Banutecavalry 
being returned for money, was once more attempted to be im- 
poſed upon us; but we had learned to parry the attack, by de- 
ſiring them to convey our baggage to the horſemen, who were 
welcome to diſpoſe of it as they thought fit. This liberal offer 
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did not ſuit their deſigns. It was the "WY which they looked 
for, and it ſeemed as if they began to ſuſpect that we did not keep 


it among our baggage. From 1000 dollars, which theſe mock 
agents at. firſt demanded, they fell at once to 100, then to 80, 6o, 
40, and at length to 20 dollars! The vizier 's adherents ſoon re- 
tired, when they found themſelves treated in ſo cavalier a manner, 


and left us to diſcuſs the matter with Mahomet. This is the 


Cerberus. whom we are to gain over, if the door to our eſcape is 
to be opened to us. We have tempted him with many a ſop, but 
his price is yet to be reached, if it be in his power to permit of 


our departure. We condeſcended to aſſure him, that we had not 


the money to ſatisfy this demand; but that, to oblige him, we would 


give up our ſilver ſpoons, which we uſed at our table, and which 
were equal to the value of twenty dollars. He appeared to liſten 


with great attention to this propoſal, but ſuddenly recollecting 
himſelf, he pauſed for a moment, and told us, that without a let- 
ter from us, ſpecifying that he had received no money from us, 
he could concern himſelf no further about our affairs. The 
effrontery of this Arab exceeded, if poſſible, his depravity. He 
talked as if his endeavors had been exerted for our good; and 
held the language of friendſhip amid the daily practice of in- 
juſtice. We were, therefore, not a little rejoiced to find, that our 
hoſt did not quietly enjoy the fruits of his villainy. On inquir- 
ing into the neceſſity of giving him ſuch a letter, we learned that 
the town's people threatened to pillage his houſe, and to ſhare 
with him the looo venetians which he was reported to have ob- 


' tained from us. A declaration under our hands of its falſity, 


would ſtifle the report, and preſerve his property from being left 
to the mercy of an enraged populace. We had been ſo little 


accuſtomed to truth in this country, that we were become ſcep- 


tics in every thing, which did not immediately fall under our own 
obſervation. I This fellow, however, had evidently ſome. reaſon 


for 
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for his fears, and, in order to diſcover. their origin, we dif- 
miſſed him an a promiſe of f furniſhing him with Joo Lo mp he : 
W oe 
Ibrahim informed us, Ht he had been wan prefiict by 
Ally, to go abroad with him at unſeaſonable hours. This beha- 
viour awakenet our ſuſpicions, that fome foul play was intended 
to this faithful domeſtic; and we accordingly cautioned bim not 
to truſt himſelf in Ally's company. But by a ſtrange infatua- 
tion, he neglected this admonition; and by venturing out of 
doors, when we had laid down to take our afternoon-nap, fell 
into the net which was ſpread for him, and very nearly involved us 
in the danger we were moſtly to apprehend. He returned about 
five o'clock-in a ſtate of intoxication, and could hardly find words 
to explain the cauſe of it, when he became quite beſide himfelf. 
We gathered, nevertheleſs; from him, that Ally had met and 
inveigled him into a coffee- houſe, under pretence of treating 
with a cſh of coffee. That he had taſted ſomething particular 
in the coffee, and would not be prevailed upon to ſtay, when he 
found his head begin to grow giddy. © That villain Ally had 
- doubtleſs mtroduced an opiate mto the cup ; ; and whatever His 
view was, it was baffled by the reſolution of Ibrahim, who forced 
his way home 1n that condition, and diſplayed a conduct we did 
not give him credit for before to- day. The major's bag of vene- 
tians was ftill about him; but it was impoſſible for us to know, 
what intelligence might not have been drawn from him in ſuch a 
ſituation. He was by no means addicted to liquor; and though 
he would not refuſe his dram when on board the Adventure, he 
had fo long abſtained from ſpirits, that we were convinced he had 
not been afliſting to his own intoxication. We had the greateſt 
confidence in his honeſty and attachment, but we dreaded the dif- 
coveries which he unknowingly might have made. We were 
anxious to ſuppoſe that no harm had yet been done, and hurried 
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him to bed in an inner apartment, where we watched him like. a 


child, that he might not get down ſtairs, or hold any converſa- 


tion with Mahomet or Ally, until he was ſobered again. Theſe 


| -hounds followed the ſcent which the latter had hit off, and 
came up repeatedly, under pretence of talking to Ibrahim about 
our departure. But we were aware of their intentions, and hin- 
dered their waking or getting any acceſs to him. It would not 
have been ſo eaſy for us to have prevented the intruſion of the vi- 


zier, and we trembled for his appearance at this moment. I can 


declare for myſelf, that I have not experienced the poignancy of 


diſtreſs until this accident; by which we find ourſelves brought 


to the brink of deſtruction, through the ſimplicity of one of our 
own attendants. The morning, We hope, will reſtore him to a 
ſenfe of his ale and W the cloud which ehen around us. 


FRIDAY, 18 Auousr. 5 br 5 


The o occurrences of this 0 have been fo 8 ſo 3 | 


and ſo affecting to humanity, that the reader will doubtleſs offer 
a plea; to himſelf for the irregularity, of a narrative, which was 


taken down late at night, and while our fates were ſtill in all the 


horrors of uncertainty. The deſire of being held in the memory 
of mankind, even awaits us to the mouth of the grave; and how- 


ever hideous the danger, a liberal mind cannot bear the idea of 


going out of the world by an obſcure and unknown track,” while 
there is a chance of tranſmitting its ſufferings, its fortitude, and 


its reſignation, to the regard of poſterity. And ſhould it pleaſe 


God to permit this journal of our diſtreſles, to ſurvive the general 
wreck which threatens our lives and property, it may have the 


merit of diſcloſing to others, the perils which attend the traveller 


through this ſavage clime; and to warn him by our examples, of 
the little credit he ſhould repoſe in the ſanctity, the e of 
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15 2081 
the Arabs; ; for which virtues "wy have ener buen celebrated by 


uninformed hiſtorians ! | 

The morning had paſſed as aſkal, in Riſpelics and diſtruſt of 
theſe people's intentions, nor did any thing occur to ſweeten our 
daily potion, but the repentance of Ibrahim, and the behavior of 
the poor women whom I before mentioned to have taken notice 
of us. Immured in a ſimilar confinement, they felt for our fitu- 

ation, and partook of our troubles; The tale of our diſaſters had 
certainly reached their ears, as they enquired by ſigns whether we 
had cloaths left, or victuals to eat. Actuated by our melancholy 
geſtures to ſuggeſt the worſt, theſe tender-hearted creatures 
brought fruit and ſugar-canes, all they could probably lay their 
hands upon, and threw them by ſtealth acroſs the ſtreet to our 
terrace, This humane taſk they were employed in for half an 
hour and more, when they ai, tends on our r advertiſing them 

of the arrival of viſitors. 

The alarm was falſe, for it was only Abdul Ruſſer, who was 
returned from reconnoitring the motions of the enemy. In his 
walk he had been encountered by ſome Chriſtian merchants, who 
now recommended to us, to get a letter privately written to the 
Shaik Ul Arab, complaining of the uſage we had met with, and 
imploring his protection. They not only adviſed this expedient, 

but promiſed to forward the letter for us, in the ſucceſs of 
which they implicitly confided. We could not do better, we 
thought, than follow the opinion of thoſe of our own perſuaſion ; 
and we had actually diſpatched our agents to them upon this 
errand, when the ſcheme was unknowingly overſet by the ma- 
jor. We had all along conſidered ourſelves as cloſe priſoners ; 
and the major reſolved to make an effort to get into the ſtreet, 

to be certified of the worſt of our ſituation. He found the 
door locked, and knocking to get it opened by the porter who 
conftantly attended without, the ny were alarmed, and came 


in 


F 
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in numbers to prevent his. forcing this paſſage. A ſtruggle en- 
ſued, which, the major thought prudent. to deſiſt from, and re- 


turned np. ſtairs with our ſervants, who were detained at home 
by this untoward accident. 


While we were conſultin g on ſome Wa for this diſappoint- 


* a body of people came up to our apartment, uſhered by our 


hoſt. The principals were an old fat man, and one dreſſed in a 
ſcarlet robe, who told us that he was the hakeem or governor of 
the town, and had been commanded by the Shaik Ul Arab, his 
maſter, to take us under his protection; to enquire into the par- 


ticulars of the injuries which we had ſuſtained; and to tranſmit 


a faithful account of us to the ſhaik, who would ſee juſtice done 
to us, let whoſoever be the aggreſſor. Our ſpirits had long been 


in want of a cordial to revive them, and this ſpeech operated very 


powerfully upon them. The appearance of theſe officers, and the 


authority which they took upon them, gave credit to their words. 


We conſidered ourſelves as diſtinguiſhed by the compaſſion of the 


ſhaik, though we could not diſcover by what providential acci- 


dent the tale of our diſaſters had come to his knowledge. But 


elated as we were by this ſudden change in our affairs, and con- 


ſonant as the hakeem's offer was to our hopes of revenge, we were 


too well aware of the unſtable ſtate of an Arabian government, 
to be led aſtray by a falſe emblem of power. The event proved 


that we did not judge much amiſs; and that it is dangerous to 
make enemies in a body, where we are not aſſured of friends. 
Before the aſſembly had well ſeated. themſelves, the vizier arri- 


ved, - and took his place among them. He betrayed a downcaſt 
and irreſolute countenance, and I obſerved him to look often at 


us, to gueſs I ſuppoſe at our intentions. I endeavored to clear 
his doubts with a ſmile. In reply to the hakeem,-we declared our 
ſcruples to prefer complaints, ſtrangers as we were to the coun- 
try, 250 unaſſured of protection. On this we were urged by 
Ee - ' moſt 


The aſſembly broke up in confuſion, and we could not but 
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moſt preſent to a plain recital of facts, which they ſaid was but . 


due to the honor of their maſter, whoſe character would ſuffer 


by the mal- treatment of ſtrangers, who were ſuffered to leave his 
dominions without redreſs. Ibrahim on this adviſed us to give a 
general ſtatement of our loſſes, without ſpecifying the names of 


our oppreſſors; which would irritate no one, and ſtill obtain us 
the protection of the government. Had this counſel been follow- 
ed, it might have turned out better ; though it is impoſlible for 
human judgment to determine it. The examination. began un- 


der this reſtriction, and Ibrahim expreſſed ſundry ſums of money 


and articles of value we had been deprived of, by the arts and me- 
naces of perſons unknown. The vizier ſate in the circle like a 

private man, and liſtened in ſilence to the account of the robbe- 
ries; in which he ſeemed ſatisfied not to be declared an accom- 
plice. But the zeal of Abdul Ruſſar quickly altered this peace- 
able ſcene. I had obſerved him ſitting 1 in a corner, with in- 
dignant looks and reſtleſs poſtures, when, unable to bear with 
the villainy of his countrymen any longer, he ſtarted up, and 


pointing to his own neck as a pledge for our ſafety, he went 
up to the hakeem, and pronounced aloud, that our doubts of 


protection prevented the truth from appearing in its proper 


colors. That, to his knowledge, our hoſt Mahomet had for- 


ced money and effects from us; and that the vizier himſelf 
had defrauded us of ſhauls and other things to a conſiderable 
amount. But the integrity and: courage of this poor fellow 


met with a very unworthy recompence. He had built more 


than ourſelves upon the regal authority, which could not, in 


the perſons of the fhaik's officers, ſhield him from danger and 


diſgrace. The vizier roſe abruptly from his ſeat, and half 


= drawing his ſabre, would have. ſtopped his countryman in his 


tale, had he not been luckily prevented by thoſe near him. 
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be dared for our own ſafety at ſuch a moment. No ſooner 


was Abdul Ruſſar delivered from one enemy, than he encounter- 


ed others more bitter in the hoſt and his family, who fell furi- 
ouſly on him in the preſence of the hakeem, and it was with 
much difficulty that we reſcued him from their hands, at the ex- 
pence of ſome heavy blows. But the ſcene did not conclude here. 


To make good our hoſt's aſſertion, that every one is abſolute in 
his own houſe, he turned the vizier, hakeem, and all the ſhaik's 
officers out of doors, and told them deridingly, to go and conſult 
elſewhere. Our faithful domeſtic would fain have followed them, 


but he was prevented ; which ſo intimidated him, that dreading 
the reſentment of the family, he came unobſerved to our terrace, 


and dropped himſelf thirty feet at leaſt, from a per pendicular 
height, into the ſtreet. He eſcaped; but not, we apprehend, with- 


out ſome ſprain or contuſion, from ſo deſperate a leap. 
This tumult had ſcarcely ſubſided, when one of a more ſerious 
and inſulting nature enſued. Apprehenſive of a diſcovery, and 


perhaps weary of carrying about ſuch a load, Ibrahim had depoſi- 


ted the bag of venetians which he was charged with, in the cor- 


ner of a dark room which held fire-wood. The major was appri- 
zed of this ſtep, and might very well be ſatisfied of the ſecurity of 


his treaſure. But the prying diſpoſition of the family ſurmount- 
ed our precaution. Ibrahim had been met coming out of this 
room by Ally, before the arrival of the hakeem and his com- 
pany. Suſpicion 1s ever on the watch, and gives a motive to 


every action that falls under its obſervation. The late diſpute, 


in which he had borne ſo active a part, had not driven it 


from this fellow's mind; who, when all was quiet again, ſtole 


up ſoftly to the room which had excited his curiofity. Ibra- 


him by good fortune ſaw him enter it, and crying loudly for aſ- 5 


ſiſtance, ran towards the place which concealed the money. 
He was heard and followed by the major and my European 


Ee 2 ſervant, 
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ſervant, who found him at the Wönd- Wr ſtruggling for the 
bag, which Ally had ſecured, and would have retreated with. 
Numbers however prevailed, and the bag was preſently redeemed 
from the raſcal's gripe, who retired, muttering vengeance againſt us. 

We had ſoon reaſon to lament this unfortunate diſcovery. 
It awakened a new ſpirit of avarice in our hoſt, and confirmed 
him in his exaggerated ideas of our wealth. He came up ſtairs, 
attended by the informer Ally and his ſervants, armed with ſwords 
and ſpears, to demand the conteſted treaſure. We had expected 
this, and in the interval, the major had time to change the bag 
of venetians for one of rupees, which was not a twentieth part its 
value. The gold was again committed to Ibrahim's waiſt, and 
the ſilver was careleſsly thrown into one of the tranks. The de- 

ception ſucceeded ; and, after ſome altercation, the bag was pro- 
_ duced from the trunk, and impoſed upon Ally for the one that 
he had ſeized upon. The bulk was nearly the ſame, though no- 
thing but the confuſion he was in, can account for his not 
diſtinguiſhing the difference between the weight of the gold and 
filver. Though this action was nothing leſs than a robbery, 
| theſe Arabs were willing to give it a more favorable term, and 
faid, that they took it on condition of providing us with a boat, 
and accelerating our departure. There was ſomething too groſs 
in this behavior to amuſe us with expectation ; but we were as. 
ready as themſelves to fave appearances, and to conceal our mor- 
tification at being ſubjected to ſuch violence. Some of our com- 
pany had propoſed manual reſiſtance; and a muſket was actually 
taken up on the occaſion, which was laid down upon a convic- 
tion of the folly of oppoſition, where our lives were not concerned, 
in a country ſo inimical to Chriſtians, and ſo ſevere in its decrees 
againſt thoſe, who, however juſtly, have dipped their hands in 
the blood of a Mahometan. We adopted a middle courſe, and 
ſo far maintained our —ä— as to nfifk upon the hoſt's diſ- 
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miſſing his ſervants before we would treat {lady him. This kd 
eaſily complied with, and received the bag containing eighty- 
ſeven rupees, with many aſſurances of fidelity, and en 1 to 
effect our deliverance from this city, 

Our hoſt juſtified the opinion we entertained: of © Wh 80 far 
from keeping his word, and endeavoring to ſerve us, in return 
for the money he had extorted, he only left us, to contrive ſome 


method to make ſure of our remaining treaſure. In leſs than 
half an hour he returned, accompanied by two villains, who | 
called themſelves the ſervants of the Shaik Ul Arab, and who 


produced a paper, which they termed his order to ſearch our 


baggage. Though we could not but doubt the authenticity of this 


paper, we were far from oppoſing a meaſure which we had ſo often 
folicited ; and which we hoped would deliver us from further 
perſecution on this head. It is too cutting to my reflection to 


recount the particulars of this ſerutiny, which was conducted 


rather with the violence and indecency of a robbery, than with 


the forms of a ſearch. Not a ſingle thing eſcaped the hands of 


theſe fellows, that was of the leaſt value. Mr. Hammond, 

among other articles, loſt a pair of ſilver- mounted piſtols, which 
he had hitherto preſerved, and they plundered the major of his 
filver ſpoons; a ſilver urn handſomely chaſed, and weighing above 
fifty ounces, which he had in vain concealed within ſome kitchen 
utenſils, beſides a quantity of linen to a conſiderable amount. 


From me they took a filver hookah, a ſet of gold buckles, two 
picces of Indian hankerchiefs, -a gold brocade waiſtcoat, and a 
Turkiſh gown, which, at the loweſt calculation, were worth 200 


dollars. I left the room while this ſcene was tranſacting, as it 
was to che laſt degree grating to my nature, to behold, unre- 


venged, ſo daring an outrage againſt all divine and human laws. 


They retired about eight o'clock in the evening, loaded with their 
ipolls, and we thre ew ourſelyes upon the floor, to endeavor to get 
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| l 214 ] 
ſome repoſe, after a day ſpent in uproar, altercation, and fa” 
tigue : inſomuch that we had not leiſure to take a proper refreſh- 
ment. It is no wonder if our reſt was diſturbed, and our ima- 
gination haunted with gloomy ideas, under ſuch peculiar circum- 
ſtances. We could obſerve from our windows a ſtrong guard to 
be poſted about the houſe, with camels ready ſaddled at the 
door, but for what purpoſe we knew not; whether to take us to 
the boat, or to any place more ſuitable to their black deſigns. 
We were deprived of our ſervant, who uſed to provide us with 
the neceſſaries of life, and were to truſt to chance for the mor- 
row, ſhould it ever dawn upon our eyes, after the unparalleled 
treatment we had ſuffered. Guilt might poſſibly be touched 
by the ſtings of diſtruſt and fear; and to quiet theſe monitors, 
it was uncertain how much further our perſecutors would plunge 
themſelves into the abyſs of wickedneſs. In the variety of this 
diſtreſs, life was ſtill dear; and, diveſted as it was of eaſe and en- 
joyment, we ſlept with arms in our hands, to preſerve it from 
violence ! 


SATURDAY, gth Avevsr. | 


The dawn relieved us from our apprehenſions, but found us in 
all the agitations of ſuſpence. We were chiefly diſtreſſed at the 
abſence of Abdul Ruſſar. We knew not what miſchance might 
have. befallen him, in his attempt to eſcape the death which was 
intended him; and we were at a loſs to furniſh ourſelves with 
proviſion for the day. There was a riſk attended the going 
abroad of Ibrahim, after the adventure of yeſterday ; and we had 
not much dependence on the charity of the family, who had 
already forfeited every pretenſion to humanity in our eſtimation. 
We had luckily a little coffee left, which we boiled, and made 
out a breakfaſt with the ſtale bread of — About an hour 
| . 


[ rs ] 


_ after this, a ſervant of the houſe unexpectedly brought us up 


ſome milk mixed with water, with a ſcanty allowance of bread. 
We underſtood that we were indebted to our hoſt for this meagre 

repaſt, but we neither ſaw him, his brother, nor any living crea- 
tures but at a diſtance, during the whole morning. Among theſe 


were our kind friends in the oppoſite houſe, to whom only we 


now appear to be of the leaſt conſequence. Theſe compaſſionate 


females had been alarmed at the tumult in our apartment on the 


preceding evening. I had obſerved them, at the time, frequently 
peep over their wall, to ſee what was going on, and ſeem- 


ingly anxious about the conſequences. Nor had they exhauſted 


their attention towards us. At the ſtill hour of noon, when 
the ſtreets are deſerted by the people, they came to their terrace, 


and with ſympathizing looks would have conſoled our ſufferings. 


Often did they wipe their eyes which were ſuffuſed with tears, and 
a8 often did they inquire, by the moſt ſignificant ſigns, whether 
our lives had been endangered during the tranſactions of the paſt 
day. Notwithſtanding our forlorn condition, we ſhould have 
little deſerved the name of men, if this behavior had failed to 
make a ſuitable imprefſion upon our minds. Like the cordial 


_ whichis adminiſtered to the dying patient, it ſerved to revive our 


ſpirits, though we were ſenſible its effects were temporary and 
inſufficient. Their generoſity was equally extended to our 


wants. Naturally ſuppoſing that we were ſtinted in our nou- 
riſhment in ſuch an inhoſpitable houſe, theſe affectionate ſouls 


threw over loaves of bread and boiled eggs, tied up carefully i in 


their vails, which came ſafely to us, and would have proved a 
plentiful. ſupply, if ſomething extraordinary had not diſturbed - 


them while taken up with this charitable act. We are appre- 
henſive that they were diſcovered alliſting us by their keeper; 


and, as they did not appear to us again, that they are doomed to 
ſtricter confinement, for exerting an impulſe of benevolence to 


their 
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could harbor a jealous thought on ſuch an occaſion, or con- 
found a principle of compaſſion with an amorous inclination to- 


wards. perſons in our ſituation. 


About two o'clock the fame, ſervant: 3 we had fem b 


brought us a wretched compoſition of eggs and oil, which, for my 


part, I found it was impoſſible to touch. I was content, therefore, ; 
to adapt my meal to our priſon, and dined upon bread and wa- 


ter. At this moment we had notice given us, that the hakeem 
and his train were below ſtairs, and: that he purpoſed to remove 


us in the evening from this hateful habitation. He preſently 
came up to, us, to confirm this agreeable intelligence; and received 
our cordial acknowledgments for his humane! intentions. We had 
experienced many reverſes: of fortune ſince our arrival in this 
country, but none. ſo ſudden, ſo unlooked-for, a8 the preſent. 5 


From the circumſtances which attended the hakeem 8 expulſion 35 


yeſterday, we little expected to ſee him re-enter tlie houſe 1 in tri- 


umph, and reſcue us from. the force which had ſo ſucceſsfully op- | . 


poſed him before. But it ſeems that he comes armed with new | 
Powers from the ſhaik, to take us immediately under his own © 
protection. It is not eaſy to unravel the polities of this ſtate; but 
the deciſive behavior of our hoſt laſt night, is a preſumptive ew 
dence of his authority being about to draw to a concluſion. He 
has plundered us of all he could lay his hands upon, and he wiſe- 
ly abſents himſelf at a period when he either cannot, . Or does not, | 
think it worth his while to detain us. We found from the ha- 
keem, that Abdul Ruſſar is ſecurely lodged in his houſe, tho' his 
legs and feet are violently contuſed by the fall. We are happy in 
his ſafety; but the damage which this faithful adherent has ſuſ- 
tained in our cauſe, cannot but ſtrongly affect us. The hakeem 
now bade us farewell until ſun- ſet, when he promiſed to return 


with a camel and an eſcort, to convey 1 us +899 our baggage to 2 
| « dwelling 6 
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dwelling of his own. To prevent the family from giving us any 
further diſturbance, he left a ſervant at the door of our apartment, 
whom he directed to keep watch during his abſence. 


There was no danger, however, of our being moleſted in the 


ſmalleſt degree. The houſe appeared to be abandoned by its in- 
habitants; and this ſolitude luckily afforded the major an oppor- 
' tunity of recovering his coſtly ſword, from the hole in which it 


had been depoſited. This he once more ſewed up in his bed; 


and we had packed up the remains of our baggage, long before 


the appointed hour of our removal. We waited with great pa- 
tience until the day cloſed, and it was quite dark before any of us 
betrayed the leaſt uneaſineſs at the hakeem's ſtay. But as the night 


waxed old, we relapſed into the dreadful ſtate of uncertainty which 


we had ſo repeatedly known. We had not a doubt of the vera- 


city of the hakeem; but we began to ſuſpect that our enemies 
had prevailed againſt him, either by ſecret intrigues or open vio- 
lence. We were apprized of their animoſity, and we had every 
thing to dread from their ſucceſs. It was ten o clock before this 
gloomy proſpect was diſſipated, by the arrival of the hakeem. He 
came attended by a party of ſoldiers, and a camel to tranſport our 
55 baggage. The villain Ally had now the aſſurance to ſnew him- 
ſelf, and to ſuperintend the removal of our things. Before we 
went out, the hakeem obliged us to prime our fire-arms anew, 
and dropped certain expreſſions Which ſeemed to Ibrahim to im- 
ply danger on the road. Had we been convinced of an ambuſcade 
being laid for us, we ſhould rather have preferred to encounter it, 


now we were patronized by the government, than to have remain- 
ed in an houſe, which had been a ſcene of mortification and deceit 
to us. The die was caſt, and we were to abide by its deciſion; 


which we did, by marching after our camel and ſervants, who help- 
ed to carry the baggage, accompanied by the hakeem and his 


guard, Each of the ſervants took a lighted taper in his hand, 
. 1 and, 
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and, to heighten the ſcene; we were enjoined Peas dn filence. In 
this manner did we traverſe a number of ſtreets, each of which 


we found ſecured by a gate; and after going above half a mile, 


arrived at the place of our deſtination about eleven o clock, with- 0 
the hakeem to our lodging, and after paſſing through: a s | 
court, were carried up ſtairs to a ſmall, but airy, bed-room. Our 
baggage was alſo brought up, and depoſited in a back-room,. 


where the ſervants are to fleep. The friendly hakeem now took 


his leave of us, and fixing a centry at our door to protect us, left 
us to enjoy almoſt tlie only n reſt we 0 ports ſince our 


RR: from. Can 


SUNDAY, 188 Auever. 
Here are we, after all our diffculties 42 dangers,. alely f 


pounded within the precincts of an haram. Such, on our awak- 


ing this morning, did we find the houſe we were got into. It 1 ww 
an antique ſtructure, much injured by time, and ſtands upon a 
ſpacious foundation, though the apartments are ſmall, and hud- 
dled together after the mode of theſe eaſtern piles of laſciviouſneſs. 


Around our chamber the floor is raiſed about two feet from the 5 > | 
ground, which ſerves us to eat upon by day, and to ſleep: luxuri- 8 


ouſly upon by night. Hence we have a fine view of the river, 
from which we are but two or three ſtreets diſtant. It is here 


ſeemingly leſs than a mile in breadth, and diſcovers itſelf through 


different openings in the gardens, with which this city is adorned. 
The wind from the north-weſt now prevails, and meets the cur- 
rent, which runs with the utmoſt rapidity towards the ſea. This 


produces a fine effect. The town lines this ſide of the Nile, and 


the oppoſite bank is bordered by a mountain, which at one place 
brbaks. off abruptly, and diſcloſes a — plain, covered with en- 
2 — 1925 cloſures 


o 2190 . 


clofares of grain, and here and there embelliſhed with groves of - 
date and orange trees. While we were indulging ourſelves with 
this proſpect, we had a viſit from the friendly hakeem, who ſeem- 
ed alarmed at our expoſing ourſelves to public view, and haſtily 
ſhut our windows. He excuſed this check to our curioſity, from 


the Hecefity there was Or d us to remain in 3: hrs until the ar- 


« f # * 


2 concert. We could not but Aae in this GRE, and after 


bidding us to rely on the juſtice of the Shaik Ul Arab, fie left! us to 


partake of a meal of good bread and milk, which his domeſtics had 


provided for us. Our breakfaſt was ſcarcely over, when the hakeem 
_ ſent for Ibrahim, to attend him at his own houſe. - We expect 
this interview will determine ſomething poſitive about our fate. 
When we left Cofire, we laid our account that our troubles 
would end with our journey to the Nile. Who could have dreamt 
that after eſcaping the perils of the deſart, we ſhould be reduced 
to deſpair in a populous city! It were better that our baggage had 
been ſunk to the bottom of the Red Sea, than that it ſhould have 
afforded us a trifling part of the uneaſineſs we have ſuffered. Pri- 
ſoners for ten days in a private houſe, where each moment was 
impoiſoned by the uncertainty of our deſtiny, we were now, per- 
haps, in a more honorable confinement in the hands of govern- 
ment, which we ſhrewdly ſuſpect aſſerts our cauſe, rather from a 
deſire of recovering the plunder for itſelf, than of doing juſtice to 


us. But we are content if our departure can be purchaſed at ſo 


low a price. . | 
We were anxious to ſee Abdul Ruſlar, whoſe attkcles we find are 


much more ſtrained by his fall, than were at firſt reported. But 


he is not to be moved here until the evening, when we ſhall be 
able to adminiſter ſuch relief to him, as is in our power to 
do. At one o'clock Ibrahim returned to us, and we underſtand 
, that the hakeem has got out of him all our loſſes, not excepting 
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took it down, and the hakeem privately aſſured him, that his 
' maſter would give orders to ſeize the robbers, and make them re- 
ſtore their booty. God only knows the termination of this mat- 
ter; but, for our parts, we would compromiſe to eſcape with our 
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Ibrahim had provided for us. Mutton, fiſh, and vegetables, are 


very cheap here, and no European could eee of their man 
ner of dreſſing their food. | 


to the houſe. But we received a complimentary meſſage. from 
the hakeem, with notice of his maſter's approach, who is expect- 
ed here immediately. Theſe are welcome tidings to us, who have 


our plan to be rid of this place as ſoon as poſſible ; and we pro- 


' Poſe to make a tender to the ſhaik of all he may recover on our 


, accounts. Happy, if we 255 the luck to ARS without further 
pillage. TEAR 


ed. And now an adventure occurred, which was romantic to the 
ed by the inimitable pencil. of Cervantes. I was awakened out of 


companions had been diſturbed by the ſame; noiſe, and were 


| after the gate was opened, and a number of people aſſembled be- 


” 220 3 


ceal. And with ſome reaſon, as t the villains threatened our lives 


if we divulged it to any one. But Ibrahim ſays, there was no | 


one. preſent at the examination, but a Chriſtian ſecretary, who 


preſent damages. We now ate heartily of a plentiful meal, which, 4 
We ſaw nobody during the evening, but the ſervants n 


no idea of getting away, until the arrival of this great man. It! 5. 


In order that we e enjoy the 10 of « a cool wind, and 
a moon-light evening, we went to bed very early, as we had — . 
deſired not to open our windows until the lights were extinguiſh- =; 


laſt degree, and borea reſemblance to thoſe feigned ones, portray- ; 


a ſound nap about ten o'clock, by a loud knocking at the gate, 
which ſecures the upper end of the ſtreet welive in. I found my 


equally furprized with myſelf at the ſtrangeneſs of it. Preſently 


fore : 


17 221 J 


fore our houſe, whom we could diſcern by the light of the moon, 
diſpoſing themſelves in different ſituations on the ground, and 
| converſing with great earneſtneſs and vociferation. While we 
were pondering on the iſſue of this buſineſs, which had an alarm- 
ing appearance at ſuch an hour of the night, when we knew our 
reſidence was meant to be kept ſecret, and that our lives might 
be ſought by the villains whom we had informed againſt, I went 
out on the back terrace to awake the guard, which was ſtationed 
to protect us, when ſuddenly a band of muſic ſtruck up without; 
and recalled me to the ſcene of action. This band was compoſed 
of ftring, wind, and parchment inſtruments, and though the 


harmony was none of the beſt, it could not fail to have a ſingu- 


lar effect upon our imaginations, haunted as they were with 

_ doubts and apprehenſions. A ſingle voice ſometimes accompa- 

nied the muſic, which was in general of a melancholy ſtrain. This 
ſerenade laſted until midnight, and when the moon went down, 

| it was continued by toll2:lphe2- But the intent of it we are ut- 
terly at a loſs to diſcover. Whether to celebrate a marriage, or a 
funeral, or whether it was performed by the hakeem's guard, to 


_ divert their maſter or ourſelves. Ih Was one oclock before the 


night was reſtored to its uſual quiet; at which time I fell aſleep, 
but had my repoſe diſturbed by the extravagance of fancy, which 


brought a motley jumble. to my mind, of muſic, harams, arms, 
* e and e Nate.“ 


M 0 N D AY, 11th Aucusr. 
This Fil was the moſt barren of incidents of any that we have 
long experienced. Not a meſſage, nor the leaſt intelligence from 
the hakeem, in regard to our affairs. This has at leaſt a good 
appearance. He means, perhaps, to wait the arrival of his maſ- 
ter, inſtead of deceiving us with the hopes of his own interpoſi- 


tion, and obtaining preſents from us on that ſcore, like the vizier 
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and the people into whoſe hands we at firft fell. We learn from 
Ibrahim, that the rude concert laſt night was intended for the ha- 


keem's entertainment, who is our neighbor, and who fate ſmok- 


ing and drinking coffee with his women the greateſt part of the 
night. This is a favorite diverſion with the Arabs and Turks, 


who keep themſelves ſtill during the heat of the day, and enjoy 
the cool hours of the night, and the ſerene light of the moon, with 


a reliſh unknown to the inhabitants of the inclement north. 


Thoſe only who have partaken of this enchanting ſcene, under a 


{ky ſtill unclouded, can form an idea of its luxury; where the ve- 
ry dews are genial, and the night breeze carries a temperate cool- 


neſs on its wing. And this ſeaſon favors more the bringing of 


their women into view; when ſilence and ſolitude prevail with- 


out, and afford them the ſelfiſh ſatisfaction of beholding beauty, 
without the intruſion of a n and taſting of i its rere with the 


avarice of miſers 


At four o'clock we had a viſit from the nakesm; 50 a Kad | 


to enquire after our healths, and to reaſſure us of his protection. | 
We had determined on making this man a preſent, to ſecure his 


further good offices, and finding that he was averſe to taking any 


thing but money, we ſent him twenty- one venetians” by Ibralüm, 
with an apology for the ſmallneſs of the donation, which had been 
bounded by our poverty. To our great joy, our domeſtic, Abdul 


Ruſſar, returned with Ibrahim from the hakeem's houſe. He was 
obliged to be moved in the arms of the ſervants, though we are 


pleaſed to find that his hurts do not portend any ill effects. One 


of his ankles is quite reduced, and the other promiſes fair to admit 


of his getting abroad in a few Gays. - | 
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The indiſpoſition X Abdul Ruſſar has already Sroved very in- 


convenient to us. Our ſilyer 1 is expended, and we are at a loſs to 
exchange our gold for dollars, or to gain any intelligence of what 
is paſſing without doors, during this poor creature's confinement. 


He often cautions us againſt truſting any of his countrymen in - 


matters of ſuch importance ; ſenſible as he is of their want of cha- 
rity for Chriſtians. As for Ibrahim, he-is as much a priſoner as. 
ourſelves. The hakeem tells him, that he cannot anſwer for 


His ſafety, until the ſhaik returns, ſhould he fall in the way of 


our old hoſt and his gang. We are too well aſcertained, from 


ocular proof, of the little order which ſubſiſts here in the ab- 
ſence of the chief, to doubt it. We learn. that his return is 


anxiouſly expected by the whole city, and cannot be very diſtant, 
if we may truſt to the information of Abdul Ruſſar, who ſays, 


ſuch. i is the temper of this people, and ſuch the inſtability of this 


government, ſhould the ſhaik remain for any length of time in 
another place, the inhabitants of Ghinnah would throw off all 
ſubmiſſion to his officers, and fall to cutting each other's throats. 
What a bleſſed land have we dropped into! What a race are 
we amongſt! who are only to be ruled by the ſword, and to 
be taught humanity at the expence of their blood ! 


We had ſearcely breakfaſted when the hakeem. entered our 


apartment, accompanied by. a man whom we had frequently 
ſeen at Coſire. He had been aſſiduous in his viſits to us there, 
and had proffered us the uſe of his houſe during our ſtay at Ghin- 
nah. This the ſhaik of Coſire prevented by his intrigues, and 
the man arrived here yeſterday in the caravan. We find he is a 


merchant of this city, and though, Aab to the mode of 


Arabian. 
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Arabian travellers, he was wont to aſſume a poor habit at Co- 


fire, we now ſaw him in a creditable dreſs, and ſeemingly on 


an intimate footing with the hakeem. He lamented our misfor- 
tunes, which were the common topic of converſation, and re- 


proached us for not having accepted of his offers of aſſiſtance. 


Though he muſt have been ſenſible that we did nat merit this re- 
proach, while our conduct was directed by another, and though 


we have cauſe to be on our guard againſt the profeſſions of an 


Arabian, there is little doubt but we ſhould have fared better 
under this man's protection, than in the vile hands we fell into. 


Our preſent ſituation is far from being diſagrecable. The hakeem 
is civil and attentive to us, and at the ſame time does not peſter ; 
us with his company, or ſolicit us for preſents. From 
this conduct we draw more favorable omens, than from any 
incident ſince the change of our ſituation; and as he confirms 
the report of the ſhaik's approach, we endeavor to reſign our- 
ſelves with patience, for the accompliſhment of that defirable 
event. It may be, that our releaſe will be at laſt owing to 


the interpoſition of Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. We have great 


expectations that our letters are both ſafely delivered to him. 


The reward of five dollars, which is to attend the receipt of 
each, is the ſtrongeſt incentive that could be deviſed to ſecure the 


fidelity of the meſſengers. But fortune has been ſo much out of 


humor with us of late, that we cannot promiſe ourſelves a return 
of her ſmiles, until they beam upon us. 535 


Juſt as we had laid down to reſt, there was a knocking at the 


outward gate, which we found to be made by the hakeem, who 
came to borrow one of our fuſees. He was mounted on a fine 


horſe, which I obſerved from the window, and was accompa- 


nied by a party of armed men on foot. He ſent us word, 


that he was going about the town to preſerve peace and good 
order; 
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we are Wilen to be early riſers, in order to receive the com- 
pany that wait upon us during the cool of the morning. We have 
generally finiſhed our breakfaſt by ſeven o'clock, and at that hour 
to-day we were ſummoned by our ſervants to the back terrace, 
which commands a noble view of the river, to ſee a number of 
boats under fail. Theſe we learnt were the Banute fleet, which 
arrived here two days after us; with the ſoldiers of which our 
- hoſt, the vizier, and others, had alarmed us, and forced us to pay 
down a ſum of money, which was falſely charged to their account. 
They are going down to Jirje, and being chiefly gallies, painted, and 
gilt, and adorned with ſtreamers, they cut no contemptible appear- 
ance in falling down with the ſtream, to the amount of twenty 
boats. We deſcried armed troops on the poop of each galley, and 
heard the drums beating to arms on board. There is a myſtery 
in the accounts of theſe Banute people, which we cannot unravel. 
Immediately after their departure, we had a viſit from the hakeem, 
| who threw open the windows of our apartments, and told us with 
a chearful air, that we had now nothing to fear, as the Banute 
people, who are a ſet of thieves, and apt to plunder defenceleſs 
veſſels on the river, were failed for Jirje. This deſcription nei- 
ther anſwers the ſtay which theſe people made here, nor the good 
condition of their boats, which is far from beſpeaking them to be 
a needy race. We therefore enquired of the hakeem of the origin 
and government of Banute; and were told, that it formerly be- 
longed to his maſter, the Shalk Ul Arab, but had lately been ta- 


ken u Eo 2 of by tl the Turks. This confirmed us in a 88 re- 
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port we had heard, of. wins bring * in bobs of 1 
him Beg. It might conſequently be, that the hakeem wiſhed: for 


his maſter's return, that juſtice might be done us ere we proceed- 
ed to Cairo; and was willing to conceal. us from the Turks, 
whom he artfully repreſented as robbers, to prevent our applying 


to them tor a paſſage. So ſtrongly. had. this prepoſſeſſion taken 
hold of our minds, that ſome among us were not wanting to la- 
ment our ignorance of this circumſt mce, and toi conſider the de- 

parture of the Banute fleet, as a prochulion, to the VO which 
we had ſo long meditated. _ 
At five o'clock the hakeem paid us a fond viſit, in which 
he Was accompanied by two conſiderable merchants of the 
town. They all produced letters from the ſhaik, which they 
told us reſpected our loſſes, and his coming to redreſs our 
wrongs. When the merchants, took their leave, the hakeem aſk- 
ed us, whether we were inclined to take a walk with him to the 
river-ſide, This agreeable invitation my companions were obli- 
ged to decline, as the raſcals who plundered our trunks, had not 
left them a Turkiſh gown: but I readily accepted of it, as I had 
a gown n that luckily eſcaped their ſearch. It is eaſy to conceive 
the joy I felt, at being reſtored to the freedom of the air, after 
our perilous confinement ;. not to mention the good face which 
our affairs aſſumed by this ſtep, as the people's intentions muſt 
appear to be honeſt, who. expoſed us to the eyes. of the town. 
I accordingly arrayed. myſelf in the wok manner, and followed the 
hakeem, attended by my European ſervant and Ibrahim. As 
we walked towards the river, we were accompanied by a eroud of 
people, who behaved themſelves very reſpectfully; awed, perhaps, 
by the preſence of the hakeem and his guard. We. ſoon. left the 
town, and aſcended a dyke which is thrown round it, to prevent 
it ſuffering by the inundations of the Nile, I had the good for- 
dune to be witneſs to the commencement of this periodical pheno- 
6—— menen, 
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menon, 1 mere chance. From the Sike we deſcended to RY 
ver, by a pier that extends itſelf to the natural ſtrand, and mea- 


ures ſome hundreds of yards 1 in length. At the extremity of this | 


pier we ſeated ourſelves on carpets, which were ſpread for us on 
the ground, and 1 had full leiſure to ſurvey the objects around 
me, the novelty and beauty of which equally engaged my admira- 


tion. The Nile is originally of a tolerable breadth here, and at 


other ſeaſons would not diſappoint the traveller in his expectations 
of ſo celebrated a ſtream. But two days ago it began to aſſume a 


grander aſpect. - The kitchen-gardens which ſupply the town, 
and ſtand in the low grounds, are already overflown ; and ſeveral 


channels are opened in the bank, through which the waters ruſh 
with great rapidity, and promiſe by to-morrow night to ſpread 
rags > to the dyke, which is at leaſt a quarter of a mile diſ- 

The ſame effects ſeem to have been produced on the oppo- 


* where I obſerved the country to be overflown even to 


the mountain's edge, and the riſing lands to appear like iſlands in 


the waters. In mid-channel the ſtream runs with amazing force; 


carrying down ruſhes, buſhes, and fragments of trees, which the 


floods have ſwept away with them from the heights, and will in 


a few days diſcharge into the Mediterranean. The fun was fallen 
behind the hills on the weſtern banks, from whoſe burniſhed tops 
a dazzling radiance played upon the ruffled waters. The boats 
glided along their curling ſurface: the date-groves rung with the 
amorous cooings of a thouſand doves, and the cattle lowed in the 
diſtant date. The charms of this lovely evening are beyond my 
art to depicture, but they will be ever faithfully imprinted on my 
imagination. At duſk we returned homeward, and I could ob- 
tain but a very imperfect fight of Ghinnah from this point of view ; 
as it ſtretches towards the river like the end of a Turkiſh ſlipper, 
and is ſcreened by the dyke from the eye. We paſſed by a bridge on 
our way back, turned on a ſingle arch over a creek where the boats 
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It may not prove unpleaſing to the realer; to compare the obſervations of other 
travellers on this place and its neighborhood. As we paſſed over the deſart be- 
tween Coſire and Ghinnah, we can confirm the aſſertion of Captain Norden, that 
there are no remains of the antient canal mentioned by Herodotus and others, to 
have been dug for conveying goods from the Nile to the Red-ſea. Ghinnah and 
its environs are ſtill noted for manufacturing the beſt earthen- ware in Egypt; in 
the bottoms of which, the ſame peculiarity ſubſiſts as related by Dr. Pococke.. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon there came on a calm, which obliged; us to land 
on the ſame ſide, a little below Giene, or Kiene, a town, which is not at preſent 
very conſiderable, but which has, however, a moſque. There was formerly i in this 
place a great commerce; for they had made a road which led to Ceſire, à port of 
the Red- ſea; and in three days they croſſed the deſarts of habe But at; ent 
this route is not ſecure, on account of the robbers. 

„ had been told much of the antiquities of this place, which AE aug: me 90 90 . 
thither; but J found nothing there. The inhabitants themſelves of the place could 
give me no account of them. In vaindid I-ſeek for the antient canal that was dug for 
conveying merchandizes to the Red-ſen, and for bringing others from thence by this 
means. I did not perceive the leaſt mark. of it,: neither i in the town, nor in the adja- 
cent places. It is in this town they celebrate every year the great feſtival, at which 
the Bey of Girge is commonly preſent; but not without having firſt obtained De | 
miſſion from the Arab princes or. Schechs. . 

I perceived that all the neighboring places af im. werzrovered With all ſorts of 
plants, ſuch as. pompions, coloquintidas, and others, which were, for the moſt part, 
unknown to me. As I did not ſee any corn there, I imagined that they had cut it; 
and that the plants which J perceived, were the ſecond product of the ground. 

There were in the neighborhood of the town divers ponds, in which water was 


— 


preſerved after the inundation; but it was not good for drinking. It had a brackiſh. 


taſte, which it takes from the ſoil itſelf; and indeed the inhabitants do not uſe 
it for any other purpoſe than watering their grounds, and giving drink to their 
cattle,” | Norden's Travels in Egypt, &c. vol. ii. 
We now purſued our voyage with a fine wind, and paſſed by the canal that 
goes to the city of Coptos, which is at preſent remarkable for making the beſt ear- 
then- ware in Egypt, it being very light and much eſteemed; but they could never 
be prevailed on to make the vaſes with broad bottoms, that they might ſtand without 
danger of falling; ſo that the people are 1 N to ſet them 1 in Wooden e 


Pococke 8 Travels, chap. vi. 5 
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I found myſelf: rather fatipncd from my walk, and was glad of 
prot approach of our hour of repoſe, which, for want of candle- 
light, we are obliged to anticipate as ſoon as the day is cloſed. 
But we were awakened from our firſt ſleep by the ſounds of tink- 
ling inſtruments, accompanied by a chorus of female voices. I 
looked out of the window, and ſaw a band of thirty damſels at 
leaſt, come! tripping towards us, with meaſured paces, and ani- 
mated geſtures. | The moon ſhone very bright, and we had a full 
view of them, from their entering the gate of our ſtreet, until 
they reached our houſe. Here tliey ſtopped, and ſpreading them- 
ſelves in a-circle before the door, renewed the dance and ſong 
with infinite ſpirit, and recalled to our minds the picture which 
is ſo fully given of theſe dancing females in holy writ. After 
they had favored us à few minutes with their lively perform- 
ance, they moved on to the hakeem's houſe, and ſerenading 
him with an air or two, this j joyous band quitted our quarter, 
and: went, as the dying ſounds: informed us, to awaken the other 
ſlumberers of the town, to melody and joy! Theſe are certainly 
the deſcendants of the women of. Iſrael, whoſe beauty and {kill 
gladdened the heart of the ſapient king. The dancing girls of 
India are not to be ſpoken of at the ſame time: they are but an 
illegitimate race, were their excellencies to be compared with thoſe 
of the nymphs of the Nile. Had theſe figures preſented themſelves to 
me. in-a. viſion, I ſhould have concluded that they were the fair 
inhabitants of our manſion, who were come to demand the 
reſtitution of their late ee 
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We were impatient: to knape 80 WY of the- agrecable iſe 
turbance we met with laſt night, and learnt from one of our 
rund. that the dancing h obſerve. the ceremony we were wit 
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g oh to, on the firſt „able riſe of the Nile. 
took our houſe in their way to the river, where they went down 


lent Power, who yearly « 
ſities of the native. 


attention. He came eſcortec 
how ſhortly his glories v Let, which now ſhone forth in 
meridian luſtre, The mon in his fortune was announced to us 
about five o clock in the afternoon, when ſeveral ſtrange ſervants 
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It ſeems chat chey 


to bathe at that late hour, and to ſing the praiſes of the benevo- 


It is deſigned, to all appearance, nba we dell meet ew no 


friends in this inhoſpitable region, or immediately loſe the pro- 


tection of thoſe who have diſplayed a ray of humanity for us. 
We were but this morning congratulating ourſelves, on having 


fallen into the hands of a good. man, who has not only reſcued 


us from the houſe of a villain, but has even ſheltered us under 
his own roof. He had yeſterday admired a couple of carpets be- 


longing to Mr. Hammond and me. We had ſent chem to 


him after breakfaſt, when he Fg us a viſit to thank us for our 
2d by a large train, little dreaming 


came to our houſe. Their errand was to adviſe us of the ap- 

proach: of a new hakeem, who was ſent by the ſhaik to difplace 
our friend, and meant to take up his quarters for the night, in 
the back part of ourhabitation. While we were forming conjec- 
tures on this ſudden event, ſeveral of the principal merchants of 
the town viſited us, to confirm the news. They affured us, that 
the ſhatk had particularly charged this new officer with our 
affairs, and had diſmiſſed the old hakeem from his employment, 
for having ſuffered European travellers to be plundered, and de- 
tained within his juriſdiction. In our own minds, we would 
readily have diſpenſed: with this ſeverity, to a man who had 
rendered us the moſt material ſervices. Moreover, we could not 
but ſuſpect, that the intereſt of the vizier, and others who had 
benefited by our arrival, .had — againſt che more honeſt 


| character 
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character . had exerted itfelf 3 in our behalf. This reflection 
wounded us deeply, as the truth of it might reduce us to our 
former deſperate ſituation. Confidering thie had treatment we had 
met with, it is not ſtrange that we ſhould be jealous of any innova- 
tion in the protection which had been lately extended to us; and, 
in our experience of this tribe, that we ffrould doubt of finding 
a ſecond man of moderation among the officers of government. 
About ſun- ſet the new hakeem arrived, and ſent us word tliat 
he was ready to receive us. This is the firft viſit we had paid to 
another. We found him ſeated upon a carpet on the back ter- 
race, with a crowd of people about him. He is an elderly man, 
tall, thin, and of a mean appearance; diſtant" in his behavior, 
and ſeemingly full of his own conſequence. This may poſſibly 
ariſe from thelowneſs of his origin, which is that of an Abyſ- 
ſinian ſlave. His deportment was fo different from that which 
diſtinguiſned his predeceſſor in office, that we could not but look 
upon him as an arrogant upſtart, who promiſed to abuſe the fa- 
vour of his lord. He condeſcended; however, to tell us, with a 
ſmile, that his maſter had recommended us to his Ya ogg”: : 
and had directed that the ſtricteſt Juſtice ſnould be rendered to 
us. While we ſtaid, a number of perſons came to pay their 
compliments to him, among which was Sauker, one of the raſ- 
cals who had aſſiſted the two brothers to pillage our baggage. 
By this effrontery he perhaps expects to eſcape fuſpicion ; and 
to intimidate us by his Preſence, from bringing a charge againſt 
him. We ſoon retired to our apartment, and found that the 
vizier, among others, made his court to this new magiſtrate. 
Nothing can be a more direct implication. of the arbitrary go- 
vernment we are under, than the promotion of this Abyſſinian 
to one of its firſt dignities. When Charles of Sweden, the moſt 
deſpotic monarch of his age, wrote to the ſenate of Stockholm, 
that he would ſend his jack- boot to preſide over them; 8 


ful 
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ful as the idea was, it ſurely was leſs humiliating, than if he had 
threatened to diſpatch a Turkiſh ſlave from Bender for that pur- 
poſe. And yet we were now witneſs to the univerſal homage that 
may be paid to ſuch a character. The ſuddenneſs of his arrival, 
and the reſpe& which he commands, no doubt beſpeak, that he 
is charged with ſome important buſineſs; but we ſhould be 
pleaſed to depart, without waiting the iſſue of his errand, though 
it prove to be the reſtitution of our loſſes. The ſhaik, it-ſeems, is N 
but a day's journey hence: but we fear we ſhall be neceſſitated to |S 
wait. his arrival, which the critical ſituation of his affairs till | 
renders uncertain. 

We have not ſeen our old friend ſince his diſgrace, but we ſent 
Ibrahim to make him our acknowledgments and good wiſhes. He 
ſeemed much flattered with a mark of attention, ſo new to a perſon = 
in his condition; and returned us aſſurances, that he will repre- EE 
ſent our ſtory in its true colors to the ſhaik, for whoſe court he i is 
to ſet off to-morrow or next day. This kind interpoſition may 
ſerve to advance our ſuit; and we underſtand that we ſhall then 
4% get rid of the company of our new gueſt,” who goes into the 
34 | houſe of his predeceſſor, on the latter's departure. His ſervants | 
1 let off ſome paltry fire-works at night behind the houſe, for 
which they demanded a gratification. They were cunning enough 3] 
to call that a compliment to us, which was more likely intended f : 
for their maſter; and we were glad to be, releaſed from their FH 
impertinence, at the expence of a few filver Pieces, of the value 
of a penny apiece. 
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FRIDAY, x5th Abeusr. 


We 1 not find that we are likely to be as ſoon quit of our 


gueſt, as we at firſt ee There is no talk of his moving 
b 1 this 


— 111 
„ 
. 


1 


„ 


this morning, and as it appears to depend upon the departure of 
his predeceſſor, we may have the pleaſure of his company for 
ſome days longer. This 18 a ſad reſtraint upon us, who are 


confined to the front of the houſe, which conſiſts of two ſmall 
apartments for ourſelves, and one, more roomy, for our ſer- 
vants. Nor are we free from apprehenſions, leſt ſome diſcovery 


ſhould be made to our diſadvantage. The hakeem's ſervants are 
continually mingling with ours, and may draw inferences of our 
abounding with money from our manner of living, if not from 


the imprudence of our people, whoſe ſimplicity may betray us, 


notwithſtanding the cautions we have given them on this head. 


' Juſt as we had dined, an order came from the hakeem to clear 
the room which our ſervants were in, for the reception of ſome 


travellers. This, at the time, was a very diſagreeable command 
to us, though it may turn out as much to our benefit, as any thing 
which has occurred ſince our arrival here. The travellers prove 
to be a company of Turks, on their return to Cairo, from an ex- 
curſion into this country. There is a man of conſequence among 
them, who, on notice of our being here, immediately ſent ſome 


of his attendants to enquire into our buſineſs in this quarter, It 
may be ſuppoſed that we were very particular in the narration of 


our troubles, and the ill uſage we had met with. The politeneſs 


and humanity of theſe Turks were very ſtriking to us, who had ſo 
long experienced nothing but rudeneſs and barbarity from the hu- 
man race. They regretted. the impoſſibility of having our com- 


pany on the road, without the permiſſion of the Shaik Ul Arab; 


and were hurt at the thoughts of leaving us among a people, whom 
they ſeemed to have no opinion of. But they promiſed to repre- 
ſent our caſe to the bey of Cairo, and to exert all their intereſt with 
him to demand our releaſe from the ſhaik. They acknowledged, 


however, that the reaſons for detaining us. until the ſhaik's arrival, 
may be 25 good, as the river is at preſent ſo infeſted with pirates, 
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L 288. ] 
that they are obliged themſelves to go by land Cale. There i 18 
a Chriſtian among them, who has charged himſelf with a third 
letter, which we have addreſſed to Mr. Baldwin from this city. 
He is a confidential domeſtic, and, by his influence, has prevailed 


| upon the Turk his maſter, to write to the ſhaik in our behalf, to 
ſtate our uncomfortable condition, and to adviſe him to difpatch 


us forthwith to Cairo, as we are content to leave the puniſhment 


of our oppreſſors to his diſcretion. Heaven knows what effect 


this kind mediation may have with the ſhaik ; but we have long 


ſuſpected that our releaſe can only be accompliſhed from Cairo; 


and are ſtocking ourſelves with a fund of patience to ſupport 


us in the tedious interval. The | journey by land, we are told, 18 


from ten to twelve days, and the Turks propoſe to ſet off at day- 


break. Allowing, therefore, three days for obtainin g an order 


from the bey in our favor, three weeks at leaſt muſt elapſe, be- 
fore the return of the anſwer which is to ſet us at liberty. But 
Hope, the deceiver Hope! ſometimes whiſpers better things in 
our ears; and as we are importunate in our defires to be ſent 

away, we are inclined to expect the ſhaik will not detain us after 
his arrival at Ghinnah. | : 


SATURDAY, 16th AuGusT. 


The Turks have deferred their departure until night, which, 
on account of our reliance on their good offices at Cairo, and 
their dehvery of our letter, has given us more vexation than the 
matter may deſerve. The itch of avarice appears to have infect- 
ed the maſs of the people we are among, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt. The new hakeem, though an Abaſſee, and a ſlave to the 
ſhaik, cannot reſiſt the diſeaſe, and is already fingering, in idea, 
the gold and valuables which he conceives us to Poſſeſs. He ſent 
for 


' ö 
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for brakios at midnight, and queſtivned him cloſely racking —_— 
our circumſtances, and the preſents we made to his predeceſſor : 

and, laſtly, if we had any offering left for himſelf. Ibrahim, in 
conformity to his inſtructions, repreſented the poverty we were 
reduced to, and which utterly diſabled us from tendering any 
thing worthy the hakeem's acceptance. He diſclaimed all know- 
ledge of our having given either money or goods to the guondare 
| hakeem, though he found that this man had got an item of the 
removal of our carpets. It is a bitter comfort to us to obſerve, 
that the man who was ſent down by the ſhaik to protect us, ſhould 
be the firſt to attempt our property. The ſubſtance of this mer- 
cenary interview we received from Ibrahim, while we were at, 
breakfaſt. 
We had viſits ade from ſeveral of the Turkiſh gentlemen; 
' who are in the ſuite of the grandee. They repeated their tenders 
of ſervice on their arrival at Cairo. A very fine Georgian boy is 
in the train, whoſe beautiful features and fair complexion eaſily 
diſtinguiſh him from the Turks. He is a ſlave, and, we under- 
ſtand, is in high favor with his maſter. 
As the hakeem had offered us the liberty of going abroad, when- 
ever we pleaſed to apply to him for a ſervant to protect us, at five 
o'clock Mr. Hammond, who was now equipped with a cloak, ac- 
companied by myſelf, Ibrahim, and the hakeem's ſervant, fallied 
forth. We directed our ſteps to the bazar, or market-place, 
and entered a caravanſera, which attracted our curioſity. Theſe 
buildings are receptacles for travellers, and are either erected at 
the public expence, or by the donations of private people. The 
one we ſaw was a very large ſtructure. Its entrance was through 
a ſtone gateway, which led into a ſquare court, ſurounded by 
2 apartments of two ſtories. The ground-floor was open in front, 
and thrown upon arches, and divided into different rooms, by a 
0 baluſtrade of ſtone. The back part was cloſed, and appropri- 
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ated for warehouſes for the merchant. Best one of theſe 

arches we found a Turk ſitting, whom we had left at Yambo, 
and who had once put it into our heads to come by this inauſpi- 
cious route to Cairo. We immediately recognized one another, 
and were very hearty 1 in our congratulations on this unexpected 


meeting. He took us into his apartment, and placing coffee 


before us, very kindly condoled with us on our misfortunes, which 
had reached his ears. We find that he remains here, on account 
of the dangers on the river. After preſſing this Turk to viſit us 


frequently, we took our leave, and walked without any interrup- 
tion to the river. Here we went on board a boat, which waits 


for a lading of coffee for the Cairo market. This boat is one of 


the moſt convenient I ever ſaw. She has two cabbins, beſides an 
awning of matts, that extends to her main-maſt. The roof is high, 
and, with the ſides, handſomely carved and painted. We were 


politely received by the nokidah, who ſaid he hoped for our com- 


pany to Cairo. We ſhould rejoice much to be accommodated in 


this manner in our voyage down the Nile. It was from this boat 


that the view of Ghinnah, which 1s annexed, was taken. At ſun- 


{et we returned home, and found our good friends the Turks were 


preparing to decamp. At nine o'clock they mounted their camels 


to the number of twenty, well armed, and went oft with the benefit 


of a fine moon, which renders travelling at night very delightful 
in theſe ſerene climates. The chief of the Turks rode on a fine 


dun camel, and was followed on another by the ſprightly Georgi- 


an, well accoutered with a ſcimitar and a matchlock. 


SUNDAY, wo Aveusr. 


The hakeem has actually fixed his reſidence at our "ry aid 
means, we ſuppoſe, to take good care of us and our baggage. 
When the Turks went 2 he took poſſeſſion. himſelf of their 
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| now reducet to 
= moment” s privacy, but during the hours of meals and repoſe. But 
we are. determined to ſuffer no further inconvenience from the vi- 
8 einity of the hakeem. We have accordingly directed our. ſervants: 
do take up their lodgings at night on the terrace which extends 


ap ctment, Which was before Rane 11 our + ern We are 
an uncomfortable ſituation, and cannot enjoy a 


itſelf over our apartments, and which we often aſcend in the 


q I 


6-2 evening, to obtain a view of the country. 


"We. were ſurprized with an early viſit from the Turk, whom we 


had encountered at the caravanſera yeſterday, and were much pleaſ- 
ed with this mark of his attention. He now gave us the particulars 
of ſome tranſactions at Yambo, which nearly concerned us, and 


which proved very ſatisfactory, in reſpect to the meaſures which 


we had taken with Lt. * * *. The reader will remember our ſepa- 
ration in the Red-ſea, and the melancholy, circumſtances which 


reduced us to the neceſſity of returning him to Yambo, on a boat 


bound to that port. On his arrival at Vambo, it appears, that 
his madneſs broke out with more violence than ever. Inſtead of 
Waiting for the boat's coming to an anchor, he jumped over- 


board at the entrance of the harbor, and ſwam to the beach be- 
low the town; and would have made his way into the country, 


had he not been purſued by ſome of the mariners, who overtook 
him, and carried him before the vizier of Yambo. This was the 


ſecond time he had been brought to this miniſter . in this extraordi- 
nary: manner, and within the compaſs of a few days. His miſ- 
fortune had been more than ſuſpected on the former occaſion ;. 


but it was now communicated to the miniſter by the nokidah of 


the boat, who was charged with our meſlage, to requeſt that 
Pt. 1 might be ſent on the firſt veſſel to Judda, On his com- 

ing into the vizier's preſence, he gravely demanded to be made * 
Muſſulman, and to be entertained in the ſervice of the xerif. + his 
requeſt Wkly. could not be complied with by the Mahometan 
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law, which does not admit of converts, who are deprived of the N 
culty to judge between right and wrong. Neither does it now eſta-· 


bliſh its faith by the means of the ſword. So different are the prin- 


ciples of the ſame ſect, when the flame of blind zeal has abated-of 
its ardor. It happens, however, that the unhappy victims of mad- 
neſs meet with an attention in this country, that is not paid to ra- 


tional beings. They are conſidered as inſpired, becauſe hurried 
beyond the precincts of reaſon ; and though they {till ſerve as a 
butt of ridicule to the ſhafts of the vulgar, they are ſecured by 
their ſituation from the ſhadow of an injury. On this principle 
the vizier acted. From his own wardrobe he gave the turban. and 
Arabian dreſs to our unfortunate companion, to humor his fren- 
zy, and ſent him ſafely to Judda, full of the idea of having be- 
come a follower of Mahomet. Poor youth! to what joy and ſa- 
tis faction wilt thou hereafter awake, ſhould it pleaſe God to reſtore 
thee to thy ſenſes, What will thy ſenſations be, to conſider the 
paſt as no more than a dream; to reflect on the dangerous abyſs 
that thou haſt eſcaped, by the interpoſition of the Divine hand ! It 


muſt occur to every human mind, that the news of his ſafety was 
the moſt pleaſing muſic to our ears. Driven by ſtern neceſſity to 


a ſeparation with him, when his condition was truly deplorable, 
we could not but admire at the happy turn which matters had 


taken. We had acted for the beſt in ſending Lt. * * * back to 


Judda; and could not but rejoice at the intelligence which now 
reached us, of his being gone thither under proper protection. 
Had he leſs fortunately remained with us ; had he been expoſed 
to a month's ſun in an open boat; had he viſited the coaſts of 
Egypt; toiled with the caravan over the deſart, and experienced 
the oppreſſion we have met with at Ghinnah, it is impoſſible that 
his intellects could have withſtood the complicated ſhock, and a 


confirmed madneſs, or perhaps death, would have enſued ! Where- 


as every good conſequence is to be expected from the ſtep we 
9 5 e took 3 
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3 every affiſtance will de given Mins by the ſurgeon of ON 5 
Swallow floop, which was luckily at Judda ; and we can pro- 
miſe ourfelves that he was hoſpitably received by our friend Cap- 
tain Bacon, and even accommodated with a paſſage to Bombay, 
ſhould the Adventure be bound to that port . We alſo learn 


from this Turk; that the nokidah of our boat was more to blame 
than the vizier of Yambo, that we did not attempt to get to Suez. 


He went to the vizier while we were at anchor at the mouth of 
the harbor, and told him that he could reach no port but Cofire ! 

In the evening the major ſallied out in an Arabian dreſs, 
which he made here, accompanied by Ibrahim and our uſual 
guard. He returned with two Chriſtian merchants, whom he 


had got acquainted with. They are perſons of credit here, 


and very eivilly invited us to repay their viſit. 


M 0 N DAY, 18th Avousr. 


We were diſturbed at midnight by a knocking at the door, 
which proved to be the hakeem and Ibrahim, whom he had called 


up to attend him. This was the firſt viſit he had paid us, and was 
as NR as unexpected. We at once gueſſed the purport of 


He is a plain man, and did not uſe much ceremony in intro- 
a what he had ſo much at heart. But we were at a loſs 


What to offer him, that could be acceptable. Money he pre- 


tended to decline taking, and we, with equal artifice, pretended 
that we had none. There were two ſets of ſilver buttons, and 
two ſilver chains, which belonged to the regimentals and fwords 
of the major, and which had eſcaped pillage. Theſe we produ- 


ced, as the only remains of our goods which were of value; 


5 The humane reader will rejoice with us, to Know, that our deſigns reſpecting our 
unfortunate companion were fully anſwered, That he found Captain Bacon at Judda, 
and returned in the Adventure to Bombay, recovered of his frenzy, 


though 
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though we promiſed to acknowledge his ſervices; in a better 


. bene! 


manner from Cairo, ſhould he procure an order from the ſhaik 
for our immediate departure. The weight of theſe toys attracted 


his notice, though he did not ſeem to admire their workman- 


ſhip, which was none of the beſt. He however put them into 
his boſom, and deſired to look at ſome of our cloaths. But 
ſo particular was this fellow, that he could not be prevailed 


upon to peep into our trunks; and ſo ſerupulous, that he would 


not receive a ſingle thing, until we put it into his hands. A pretty 
ſalvo truly, for his conſcience, which graſped at all in our poſ- 


ſeſſion! Beſides the ſilver articles, he carried away three broad- 
cloth coats of different colors, and two ſilk tambour waiſtcoats— 


for the purpoſe, we imagine, of covering his pipes, and the ſcab- 
bards of his ſwords—and half a dozen cambric handkerchiefs for 
his own uſe. In conſideration of this preſent, he has undertaken 
to write to his maſter, for permiſſion to ſend us away by land, 


which is the only ſafe track at preſent. It is not without extreme 
compunction that we forego the eaſe and pleaſure of a voyage 
down the Nile, to encounter the dangers and hardſhips of the 


deſart. But we foreſee no end to our detention here, while we 


0 depend upon the river for a conveyance; and readily acquieſced 


In the hakeem's propoſal, who about one o clock left u us to n | 
our repoſe. | 

Before we were up we had a viſit from the fr jendly Chriſtians, 
who brought us a preſent of fine milk, and made us an hearty 
tender of their ſervices during our ſtay here. There is an honeſt 
ſimplicity in theſe men, that affords us infinite ſatisfaction; and 
we ſuppoſe it was the apprehenſion of immediate danger to them- 


ſelves, which with-held their good offices, when we ſtood fo 
much more in need of them. 


—_— 


Behold the juſtice of divine Providence ! which often puniſhes 
_ the iniquities of mankind, by their very accomplices in guilt. A 
retribution 
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reiribution the more dreadful,” as the villain who breaks enen 
every tie himſelf which links man to man, is not yet ſo hardened 
as to be proof to a breach of confidence in another. The blow 


which is given by the public executioner, is weak, when com- 
pared to that which comes from the hand of a friend. There is 


intelligence juſt arrived from Coſire, that the merchant Maho- 


met, who invited us to his houſe to plunder us, and who had re- 


turned in the laſt caravan to that place, is ſo deſperately wounded, 
that his life is deſpaired of. The quarrel aroſe between him and 
ſome of his confederates, touching the diviſion of our ſpoils. 


His brother Ally and his father were this day examined before 
the hakeem, on the ſubject of their ill uſage of us. The reſult 
we have not learnt; but it cannot be very dangerous to them, as 
we find Ally has obtained leave to attend his dying brother. 


In the afternoon the hakeem, and two merchants of the town 


in the confidence of the ſhaik, came to our apartment to take a 
liſt of the things we have loſt. This they adviſe one of us to carry 
to the ſhaik, and to make him a formal tender of the whole. This 
errand would be readily adopted by us, had we any thing fit to 
preſent to him, agreeably to the Eaſtern cuſtom. Theſe people 
looked into our trunks for this purpoſe; but finding us bare of 
valuables, they gave us hopes of "m— ne without Paying 
this Seat viſit. 


TUESDAY, 19th AvevsT. 


Some further particulars relative to the misfortune of Maho- 


met, were communicated to us this morning. We learn, to 


our ſurprize, that the young ſhaik of Coſire, and the ſoldier 
who ſtole the major's ſword, were the principals in the aſſault. 
They went in company with Mahomet to Coſire, and were 
conſtantly ſoliciting of him a proportion of the money which 

. he 
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but his ſtrength and reſolution could not avail: him againſt this 
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much leſs danger to them, than the deceaſed Mahomet, whoſe 
family will exact revenge. 


and obſtinate civil war. Iſmaul Beg took on him to aſſume the 
government of Cairo, by the connivance of the Porte; but the 


in a deſperate battle without the walls of Cairo, and ended in 


N J 242 J 
he had obtained from us. This he had the imprudenes to de- 
eline; and on their finding he was deaf to their arguments, they 
one day took an opportunity to ſeduce him from the caravan, 
and attacking him jointly, they cut him deſperately with their 
ſwords. There is no doubt but he defended himſelf manfully ; 


cowardly proceeding. The aſſaſſins have eſcaped to Coſire, but 
the ſoldier's relations, who live here, have been ſeized by the or- 
der of the government. In caſe of Mahomet's death, however, 
we find a pecuniary mulct will preſerve the murderers from the 
puniſh ment due to their crimes. 

This ſtory affords a truer picture of the diſpoſitions and man- 
ners of the Arabs, than volumes could portray on ſuch a ſubject. 
We reflect with horror, on the connection which ſubſiſted be- 
tween us and the delinquents in queſtion; and conſider our eſ- 
cape from them, as altogether unexampled and miraculous. It 
is now plain that they could meditate the plunder of our bag- 
gage; and we might have fallen a ſacrifice in the deſart, with 


We had another viſit from our Turkiſh acquaintance at the ca- 
ravanſera. From him we have obtained a very extraordinary and 
alarming piece of intelligence. Since our arrival here, we had 
received confuſed accounts of Ibrahim Beg's abſence from Cairo; 
but we could never get to the bottom of the ſtory. It now ap- 
pears, that for this month paſt, Egypt has been the ſeat of a bloody 


= 


late Bey Ibrahim diſputed the uſurpation, and appeared in 
arms to maintain his own title. The matter was conteſted 


the defeat of Ibrahim Beg, who retired up the Nile, and is 
: 2 -— NOW 


1 23 1 


now in a K prbeiscb wat three days march froin' this place. In- 
ſtead of pirates infeſting the river, we underſtantl, that the danger 
ariſes from the ſoldiers of Ibrahim Beg, who are rarfing contri- 
butions upon it. The Turk tells us, that the allies which felt 
down hence ſome days ago, were commanded by Muftapha Beg, 
who is in the intereſt of the depoſed Ibrahim, and is gone to 
join him. But it is net poſſible, that the fugitive chiefs can 
long withſtand their ſucceſsful opponent ; whoſe army is already 
ſtrengthened by a large detachment of the Grand Signior's forces. 
We underftand too, that the Shaik Ul Arab has acknowledged 
Iſmaul Beg, which accounts for the bad character that was given 
us here of the Banute people, who are of the other party. 
alſo ſtrikes us forcibly, that the letters which we produced for 
Ibrahim Beg, were one cauſe of the ill treatment we experienced 
from the vizier and his affociates. The ſhaik was out of reach of 
our complaints, and Ibrahim Beg, our only friend beſide, not in 
a ſituation to redreſs them. We had a contrary idea when we 
boafted of theſe letters; and muſt acknowledge the uncertainty 
of human conjecture, whach errs in matters . re We moſt 
obvious. 


This ſudden revoluthin creates no ane in a country un- 
ſettled 3 im its government, -and: divided by the jarring intereſts of a 
number of petty princes. But'to us it is a matter of ſerious re- 
flection. We hear, indeed, that the European factories are un- 
diſturbed at Cairo. But how far the influence of Mr. Baldwin 
will prevail with the new bey, or how we ſhall reach the capital, 

through the diſorders of a country, agitated by oppoſing fac- 
tions, and laid waſte by the ſword of rebellion, we are at a loſs 
to determine. Danger beſets us on every ſide. Public commo- 
tions are united to private perſecutions, to compleat our diſtreſs; 
and the moſt alarming circumſtance of our affairs ſeems to be, 
that v we are at the mercy of two ſimple * honeſt Muſſulmen, 
— — [1 2 — ——OUr 
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our dots. They have hitherto preſerved thee: fidelity to 
us; but ſuch is the frailty of human nature, that a long reſi- 
dence here may have a bad effect on their. morals; expoſed as 
they are to the artifices, and obliged as s they are to IE in the 5 
* of this: On ulent tr ibe. 


WEDNESDAY, wth Aucusr. 


We had an early viſit Fork the hakeem this morning, who 
brought us a plate of raiſins of the ſun, which are produced in 
Lower Egypt. He came, ſeemingly full of the ſcheme of 
one of us going to the ſhaik, and propoſed ſending a boat up 
to- day on this ſervice.” We readily fell into this meaſure, which, 
notwithſtanding the objections that were made to it yeſterday, 
TI have long conſidered as abſolutely neceſſary to our immediate 
. releaſe. Little can be done with the miniſters of Eaſtern princes, 
whoſe hands are tied by the awe which they ſtand in of their 
maſters, or whoſe minds are ſo habituated to the receipt of pre- 
ſents, that nothing ſhort of the whole ſubſtance of the peti- 
tioner, can ſatisfy their avarice. I made a tender of my ſervices 
on this occaſion ;' not more from a principle of curioſity, than a 
defire of haſtening our departure ; and was n to find that 
they were accepted of by my companions. 

In the afternoon we had a viſit from the by hakeem, 
whoſe advice we have conſtantly ſalicited ſince his diſgrace. As 
he can now have no ſelfiſh intereſt in our concerns, we are in- 
clined to place more confidence in him, than when we were at 
his diſcretion, He has buſineſs with the ſhaik, and has kindly 
_ promiſed to accompany me on this embaſſy. He is well ac- 
quainted with our ſtory, and if he is as much our friend as we 
take him to be, he may quicken the diſpatch of our buſineſs, by. 
a candid repreſentation of facts. He tells us, that the place of 
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the gat preſent reſidence, called Ghoſe, i is but 8 or cight 


hours journey by water, and FRET we ſhall be — but 8 


4 


days from hence. 
The day paſſed away without ne wee from the ha- 


keem, or oY: e for my Journey.” 


A. 


TH UR 8 D A B 20T Avousr.” 


There is no end to the prevarication of theſe people. The 


more earneſt we are to go in perſon to the ſhaik, the leſs willing 
they are to admit of it; and it is likely, after all, that we ſhall 
be juſt where we were before the new hakeem arrived. He told 


Ibrahim this morning, that he was looking out for a boat to 


convey me to the ſhaik, but it was uncertain when he ſhould 


procure one. This excuſe, from a man who can certainly com- 
mand every boat belonging to nine is next to waving the 
viſit altogether. 23h ee e ant SQ 0. | 

A funeral proceſſion paſſed © our youſe about noon, which was 
very ſolemn and numerous. The corpſe was preceded by troops of 


women, who went vailed, and at certain intervals; uttered a Choral 


cry, which was accompanied by expreſſive action. The coffin 
was borne by ſome of the friends of the deceaſed; and ſeveral 
little flags of different colors were carried around it. A body of 


prieſts cloſed the proceſſion, who recited aloud paſſages from the 


Alcoran, as they walked along. Muſſulmen never neglect to 
ſhew their ſenſefof theſe ſights ;/ and perhaps it would prove of 
no detriment to Chriſtians, to imbibe ſome of their cuſtoms on 


theſe occaſions. There was an Arabian merchant on a viſit to 
us, when the funeral went by; and though in company with 


ſtrangers, he was not aſnamed to run to the window, and to join 


audibly in the devotions of the train. It is true, that the ob- 


ſervance of theſe forms, makes not the Arabs better members 
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| of tociety'; hat & cieither checks their ah to fraud, nor 
inftils one benevolent idea into their breaſts, towards the votaries 
of a different perſuaſion. But ſtill it throws a decency into 


their diſcourſe, a Tobriety into their manners, which is very per- ; 


ſuaſive. They poſſeſs, what may be called, the graces of reli - 
gion, which would better adorn a good Chriſtian, whoſe temper 
is charitable, and whoſe heart unknowing of deceit! 
Juſt as we fate down to dinner, the hakeem ſent for Ibrahim, 
and told him, that he expected an anſwer from the ſhaik to- 
day or to-morrow, which, perhaps, would ſave ane the trouble of 
waiting on him. This is what we dreaded ;| but I fear, there is 
no rebelling againſt this man's will; and we mult endeavor 
ſome way or other to fix him in our intereſt, In the evening 


pliments to our Turkiſh acquaintance. He received us with his 
uſual civility. The chance of proceeding. to Cairo by the Nile, 


ſeems to be much againſt us, on account of the diſturbances. 


We ſhould, therefore, be very happy in the Turk's company in 
our journey by land, as his knowledge of the language and 
_ cuſtoms of the country, would be a great defence to us againſt 


the inconveniences of the road. His circumſtances, however, 


will by no means afford the expence of five camels, which the 
coffee he has would require; and he is content to wait the 
ine of the diſputes upon the river. We could not converſe on 
ſo Glicate a ſubject in a public place, and have therefore deſired 
the favor of his company in the morning, when we ſhall pro- 
poſe to pay for his camel-hire, ſhould he conſent to make one 
of our party. This is to be kept a profound ſecret. Though 
fifty dollars can be no object to us, when compared to the ſer- 
vices we are likely to reap from his preſence, we muſt, at all 
events, conceal a circumſtance from the hakeem, which would 
ſufficiently denote the ſtrength of our reſources.” F 
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Mr. Hammond and I went to the caravanſera, to pay our com- 
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tions to fend us under a fafe conduct to Cairo, when he received 
the ſnaik 8 * for ſuch a ſtep. 


F Þ ID AV, 22d AveusT. 


The hakeem ſent for Ibrahim at day-break, and ſounded him 
reſpecting the valuables in our poſſeſſion, which might be worth 
his acceptance. We have already promiſed to ſend him a rem- 
nant of broad-cloath, and ſome India goods, on our arrival at 


Cairo, by the return of the guard which he is to give us for our 
protection. But the native diſpoſition of theſe people renders 


them ſuſpicious of the profeſſions of others. He, who does not 
hold himſelf bound by a promiſe, will not give another credit 
for the performance of one, which may be broken with impu- 
nity. The hakeem, therefore, wants to abſolve us of this 
diſtant obligation, provided we come down immediately with 
ſomething of equal value. Generous man! how he conſults the 


intereſts of perſons immediately under his protection! What hu- 
mane endeavours he daily exerts to render juſtice to diſtreſſed 
ſtrangers, whom he came here profeiſedly-to conſole and to re- 
lieve! Two of the gang who were leagued againſt us, have been 


twice brought before him. The vizier has been as often ſum-- 


moned to his tribunal. Examinations have been taken of the 
facts; but as the accuſers and the culprits have never been 


brought together, nothing is likely to enſue from this extraordinary 


mode of trial, that can tend to the recovery of our property, or 
the puniſhment of the offenders. Smaller crimes, however, are 
corrected with ſeverity, when they are offered to Muffulmen ; 


bs > | an 


As we were going to bed, we had aviſit from the nahem, 
who is very myſterious in his hours of communicating with us. 
To our great joy, he did not touch on the uſual} ſtring of pre- 
ſents ; but came, as he ſaid, to ſatisfy our minds of his inten- 


CY 
_ TTT 2 — 
: _—_ 2 


1 248: Wy : 

an inſtance of which occurred to=day before our door. A Chriſ- 
tian and an Arabian were convicted before the hakeem, of 
ſtealing a ſmall quantity of ſilver plate from a caravanſera. This 
act of delinquency was puniſhed by a ſevere baſtinado on the 
ſoles of the feet, which we underſtand 18 th ee method of 
correction. n 
This being the Mokometan ſabbath, the 1 went in great 
ſtate to the moſque. But the furniture of his horſe was not of a 
piece with the diſplay he meant to make. It was very antique, 
and conſiderably the worſe for wear. Neither did his beaſt do 
much credit to his keeping. The horſes in Upper Egypt ſeem 

to labour in common under this neglect. They are very 
ſprightly animals, though of a ſmall ſize; and yet they cut no 
figure, where corn and ſugar-canes are in great plenty; which 
muſt be attributed either to the unſkilfulneſs of the groom, or 
the penury of the owner. Indeed, proviſions of all kinds are ſo 
cheap in this country, that the natives live well, for little or no- 
thing. We, who neceſſarily pay for things at double rates, pro- 
vide for a family of ten or twelve people, at the moderate expence 
of one dollar and a half, or ſeven ſhillings per diem. In this are 
included fruits of various kinds, of which we eat ſo heartily, 
that they often conſtitute a quarter part of the coſt. Bread is 
at leaſt thrice as cheap as in England, and fine mutton -ſells 
uſually at two pence per pound. But what avails the plenty that 
reigns here, when freedom has fled the land, and taken up her 
abode in northern climes ? Inſecure in the enjoyment of their 
property, which is the ſport of every inteſtine commotion, the 
natives rather drawl out a life of uncertain tenure, than exiſt with 

the ſpirit of human creatures. jonot 3 

A ſervant belonging to our houſe brought me a piece u cop- 
per money, which I immediately knew to be Roman. On 
my giving him a ſilver dewanny for it, value a halfpenny, he 
produced 


* 


- OL 


me, among ſome ruins here. To ſpur his activity in procuring 
me more, I gave him two dewannies apiece for the reſt, with which 
he ſeemed much delighted. I can only regret the critical ſitua- 
tion we are in, which prevents our beating up an ample field, 
that undoubtedly abounds in every ſpecies of antique rarities, 


SATURDAY, 23d Avovsr. 


& 


The guondam hakeem ſent for Ibrahim early this morning, and 


propoſed my accompanying him to the ſhaik this evening. We 
very readily cloſed with this ſcheme, and ſent our compliments 


to the hakeem, deſiring his permiſſion to go. This was a requeſt 


which he could not flatly refuſe ; but Ibrahim ſays he appear- 


ed much chagrined that we would not truſt to the letter he had 


ſent, and to which he daily expected a favorable anſwer. We 


are 10 tired out with evaſions, that any ſtate ſeems preferable to 


that we are in; and I have accordingly prepared myſelf to em- 
bark with the guondam hakeem and Ibrahim for the ſhaik's court 
While we were at breakfaſt, we had a viſit from the Turk, who 
was accompanied by a friend that is likewiſe going to Cairo. He 
opened to us a deſign which we much approved of, and doubt not 
to bring it to bear, in caſe of the ſhaik's permiſſion. He tells us 
there is a boat ready to ſail for Cairo, on which we may embark 
at my return, provided we are willing to give their paſſage to ſome 
camel-drivers, who are waiting for a conveyance to Cairo. He 


is acquainted with a company of theſe people, who want to tranſ- | 


port their coffee thither. They will fave: us the expence of a 
guard, as every man carries a matchlock, and, in defence of his 
property, will form the beſt protection we can deſire for our boat. 
Ve eſteem ourſelves very lucky in having found an adviſer, whoſe 
3 1 intereſt 


4 ; 


produced three others, all Roman coins, and found, as he tells : 
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intereſt will prompt him to be e fincere, and whoſe omg depends 


J had a meſſage about eleven o clock; to prepare ap my voyage 


immediately after dinner. This meal is ſerved up at noon in this 
country, and we were in the height of it, when Ibrahim was ſent 
for by the hakeem. We did not like this ſummons, and were the 


leſs ſurprized, when we learnt that the hakeem diſſuaded us from 


going to the ſhaik. This he did, under the pretence of the trouble 
it would give me, and the little conſequence a viſit would be of, 
unfurniſhed as we were, with a preſent to ſmooth the introduc- 


tion of our ſuit. To this we replied, that nothing could be ac- 
counted a trouble which would effect our departure; and in re- 
ſpect to the want of a preſent, the gentleman who went, propoſed 
to lay the paper, which contained our loſſes here, at the ſhaik's 
feet; and to requeſt him to recover the whole for his own uſe. 


And that this could not be conſidered as a trifling gift, which 


amounted at. leaſt to 1, 200 dollars. But he was deaf to theſe ar- 
guments; and at length told us he would write again by his pre- 
deceflor in office, urging an order for our ſafe conduct to Cairo. 
But that he could not admit of my viſiting the ſhaik, and falling 


into a thouſand difficulties, from an inability to ſatisfy the de- 
mands of the ſhaik's ſecretaries and domeſtics. There was ſome 
ſhew of reaſon in this remonſtrance. We were well acquainted with 


their craving diſpoſition”; and though we had money enough to 
have ſcattered among them, our fituation is ſo precarious, that 
we dare not pretend to it. The fact is, we are in his power, and 
cannot act contrary. to his inclination; We therefore ſubmitted 
with a good. grace, and ſent Ibrahim to the quondam hakeem, to 
remind him of our ſtory, and to beſpeak his influenee with the 


maik in our behalf. Ibrahim attended him to the boat, and 


brought us back aſſurances of his utmoſt ſervices, which the Poor. 


man delivered. with tears in his eyes. This is too uncommon an 
expreſſion 
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expreſſion of ſincerity among the Arabs , to make us s ſuſpicious 


of its not coming from the heart *. 
We walked to the caravanſera in the evening, to acquaint the 
Turk of our diſappointment, and to tender him camels for the 


conveyance of his coffee, ſhould the ſhaik think it ſafer for us to 
go by land. He received the offer with gratitude ; but Mill gives 
us hopes of hearing better news * the troubles on che ö 


river. 


8 UN DA Y, 24th Audusr. 


The Turk came to us this morning, with a face full of ſome- 
thing important. After the firſt cup of coffee, he delivered him- 


ſelf of his burthen, which was at all events to diſſuade us from 


going by land. He told us, that he propoſed ſetting off in a few 
days for Jirje, to wait till the river was clear, and preſſed us much 


to accompany him. We were rather ſtartled at this propoſition, 


after what had paſſed between us the night before; and, willing 
to know his ſentiments fully on the matter, we repeated our in- 
tention to proceed by land, in caſe the paſſage by the Nile ſhould 


remain ſtill perilous. Now it was that we learnt the deſperate 


ſituation we were reduced to. The dangers which encompaſſed us 


appeared in their proper colors, and required not the touches of 
art to give them a formidable appearance. Armies of contending 


parties obſtructed our progreſs by water; and a band of robbers 


threatened to purſue our footſteps by land. In ſhort, we diſcover- 
ed that this Turk was tender of the characters, of Muſſulmen, 


until he began to ſuſpect we ſhould ſuffer by their treachery. 
He therefore informed u us in eee that we ſhould be mad- 


* Thus were all my nopes OP viewing * at of Cs and Thebes, daſh- 
ed in a moment, by the caprice of a ſlave, who is become our maſter, and detains me 
from accompanying this Arab to the ſhaik, who is in that neighborhood, + 
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men ta truſt ourſelves over the deſarts of Thebais, when our de- 
parture could not be kept a ſecret.. That, allowing the hakeem to 
be ſincere, and that he diſpatched us agreeably to the 'fhaik's or- 
der, there would not be wanting rogues in this town, who, con- 
fident of our carrying away money and jewels with us, would + 
cretly collect thirty or forty light camels, and although we had 
got two days ſtart. of them, might eaſily. overtake, plunder, and 
murder our whole body. To illuſtrate this obſervation, he re- 
lated to us a ſtory of a Turkiſh gentleman of his acquaintance, 
who was treated in this manner about two years ago, in a Journey 
from Coſire to Ghinnah. A report univerſally prevailed, as in 
our caſe, that he was poſſeſſed of great wealth, and he was fol- 
lowed by a ſelect band into the deſart, and ſurprized while he was 
taking ſome refreſhment beneath a thorn-tree. His party was 
a too weak to reſiſt the robbers; and the T urk- was ſhot through 
the head at the firſt onſet. This anecdote naturally led him to 
reflect on our late ſituation, which had been ſo ſimilar to the un- 
fortunate traveller's, and to congratulate us on the iſſue, which had 
been ſo different. He was aſcertained that the ſame fate had been 
intended us, from which we had eſcaped by a ſignal intervention 
of Providence. On the other hand, our friend pointed out the 
Probability of our ſhunning the dangers of the river, by the tak- 
ing refuge in any town we might be near, on an alarm of enemies; 
not to add the chance of ſteering clear of them by night, and our 
ability, in a ſtout boat, to make a manful reſiſtance againſt an 
hoſtile attack. We were quickly convinced of the propriety of 
this advice; and it is reſolved that we wait for the ſhaik's anſwer 
reſpecting our departure. Should it ſo happen that he direct our 
being ſent by land, we are to inform the hakeem that we are con- 
tent to run all riſks by water, rather than encounter the fatigues 
of another camel- journey: And, moreover, that our purſes will 
not afford the expence of it. In the mean time, the Turk is to ſe- 
. "Is r 


. : \ b 2 = _ — 
* i 22 — _ — - —— — _—_ - — 5 N 
3-4 tis = - — 5 S > py 2 e 2 — = b oz AS * 
G — 2 — EI *7 — * —— aw. F< 2 2 ny * n — — — — 4 _ _ 2 e- 2 e * —— - © -- r AS = 
png — r = * "- 1 — * ach . — 1 1 8 3 = F — 1 8 23 2 — — 3 * 2 . — G — ——— © — he > _ oy — * = 2 
omen my wang reds one ene? = WE 2 EE IRE ͤ ͤ Ä xz * * = 0 — — SE 00 > + — 3 +. x I . 
WE i rnnn ge or nts Un do. 5.4 S — * — ag — 6g HEE 3 = — — — —ñ— 2 a> JIE —— — 1 — ” 2 — SD — — = — 4 = 
— - ST nt 2 = - r 3 — — - = Dr Y - — _— 
VIE 2 ELIT CESS nee — — 7 - — — = 1 NS - 2 = 5 IS _ — - 5 — — — — — 2 2 5 — 2-2 44 = — : __ — 2 OS 7 2 n 
— BD I SN — — — —— == "I 2 — * — 2 — Sp ” — — — REED 2 — — 5 I — 2 — — ——— —— — b = Ty 0 
Xt HET. —_ — ea <= we . — — — > IS... = — — 3 I . 2” 0 > — bw 2 2 = : - | p . 22 —— nol * A — PR 
— — Eo —— 5 — i — — —— S > — — — — — 3 — i= — N — —— aj; — — 
pp I — y — 3 — — — 2 : TINS 2 ity DAE. — © I - — 
= : = = : + — —.— —— — 3. _ => nl, RELIED 2 — 2 — 5 — 
* — — > * - A * 
_ - 


2. = — 
= 3 Ts "2% 
———— 2 
ä — 
12 - * 


nenen 

renne 

Mis | {9 
N i 


f ? 
«oF, nenn, 
eee A nee 
* + - 


d 7 | 
eure a Poe and to hold it in readineſs for us. This is a plan 
which has been reared on the moſt plauſible. foundation, but, 

like the reſt of our airy ee ** be derdglithes: w_ _ | 
changes of the morrow. | 
I know not whether I ould ron | or rejoice at m not has 
ing poſſeſſed. of the true ſpirit of virtu, which, overlooking all 
abſtacles and perils, leads the poſſeſſor to hazard every thing for 
the acquiſition of an antique medal or ſeal. Were I one of the 
number whom Pope ſays, © Sighs for an Otho, and neglects his 
bride,” I might indeed add to the liſt of the curioſities Which I 
have picked up, but at the ſame time endanger our very liberties, | 
by a ſhew of enquiry into the ſmalleſt matters. To- procure theſe 
reliques, money muſt be produced, the mere rumour of which 
might awaken the avarice of the people, at whoſe. diſpoſal we 
he. Theſe reflections were ſuggeſted. by a preſent, which I re- 
ceived this evening from one of the Chriſtians, of ſeals taken 
up both here and at antient Thebes. The impreſſions, it muſt 
be confeſt, diſcover no great elegance in the engraving. But their 
antiquity is not to be doubt ed, from the remoteneſs of the War- 
ter in which chey were found. 


MONDAY, gt Abcusr. by 


| News is at length arrived of the death of the merchant Maho- 
met at Coſire. The perſons who communicated it to us, had 

the confidence to warn us of going abroad immediately, leſt the 
relations of the deceaſed ſhould revenge themſelves upon us, whoſe 
money they conſider to have been the cauſe of his murder. A 
pretty inference, truly! worthy of the ſubtle intellects of this di- 
abolical tribe! But Whether the danger exiſts or not, we intend 
to make a plea of it to the hakeem, to haſten our departure, as 

we do of the murder itſelf, to excuſe our going by land. Indeed, 
2 when 


* 


( 26 ] 


when we are aſcertained of the villainy of the Arabs, who are law- 
leſs enough to take away a Muſſulman's life in the middleof a cara- 


van, what ſecurity can be given to Chriſtians, for their ſafety with 
a ſmall body? Our Turk paid us a morning viſit amid theſe deter- 
minations, and again cehfirmed us in them. He propoſes our 


getting away to Jirje as ſoon as poſlible, and remaining there, until 


an opportunity offers to convey ourſelves to Cairo. He deſcribes 


Jirje to bea large and well-regulated city ; where we may keep 
ourſelves private in a caravanſera, and be two days nearer the 


capital, to obtain intelligence. We are too tired of the oppreſſion 


and deceit of the people of Ghinnah, not to wiſh earneftly for a 


change of the ſcene; which, at any rate, cannot prove leſs 
e us. and eligible to us. 5 


The fall of villainy occaſions as great lameniations in this 
REES as would the demiſe of 1 integrity in an honeſt land. The 


tragedy which was lately acted near Coſire, gave birth to a mourn- 
ful proceſſion of females, which paſſed through the different 


ſtreets of Ghinnah this morning, and uttered diſmal cries for the 


death of Mahomet. In the center was a female of his family, 


who carried a naked ſword in her hand, to intimate the weapon 


by which the deceaſed fell. At ſundry places the proceſſion ſtop- 
ped, and danced around the ſword, to the muſic of timbrels and 
tabors. They pauſed a long time before our houſe, and ſome of 


the women made threatening ſigns to one of our ſervants ; which 
agree with the caution we received to keep within doors. _ It 


would be-dangerous enough to face this frantic company; whoſe 


conſtant clamor and extravagant geſtures give them all the ap- 


pearance of the female Bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old. 


As our Turk came up ſtairs this evening, he was ſtopped by 


ſome of the hakeem's ſervants, and we were obliged to ſend 


Ibrahim to obtain him admittance. The little man was much 
nettled at this uſage, nor could we account for it. The buſtle 


below 
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below airs had occaſioned an enquiry into the cauſe, and ra- 
him was ſummoned by the great man, to explain it. The Turk 
inſiſted upon accompanying him, and returned to us very welt 
ſatisfied. He told the hakeem that he was an acquaintance of 
long ſtanding; was known to our conſul at Cairo, and purpoſed 
to attend us to that city. We are very well pleaſed that this 
matter is broken to the hakeem; who politely apologized for the 
affront, which had been offered t to a a friend of ours, through the 
ignorance of his ſervants. 
The meanneſs of this Abaſſee is ſhocking to a bern! mind, 
which muſt be reduced indeed to accept of the trifles which he 
greedily ſolicits. He ſuſpects us to be bare of money, and is 
willing to eaſe us of our remaining cloaths. He even takes ap- 
parel which can be turned to no uſe; and the very ſheets from 
our beds have not eſcaped his rapaeious hands. Daily are the 
inroads which he makes into our baggage; and we are content 
to have it reduced to a ſmall compaſs. Among all the bad qua- 


ities. this fellow poſſeſſes, pride cannot be included in the 
number. 


TUESDAY, 26th Avevsr: 


The times of Yambo ſeem to be once more revived, and our 
patience. fated to be put to the ſevereſt proof. Three days are 
elapſed ſince the laſt letter went to the ſhaik, and- no- anſwer is 
yet arrived. It is a myſtery to all, that no notice has been 
taken of the various accounts, which have been tranſmitted to the 
| ſhaik, relative to us. He doubtleſs knows of our detention; but 
we greatly apprehend, that he is ſtill a ſtranger to the principal 
circumſtances of our ſtory. Were it not for the confidence we 
_ repoſe in the former hakeem, we ſhould not expect any orders in 
our favor, until the ſhaik's return, which every one ſays is near 
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RS 5 
at hand. This morning we ſaw his nephew paſs towards the ri- 
ver, where he embarks in a boat to meet the ſhaik. Four or five 
hours of a fair wind, will carry him to the place to * * LI 
uncle has lately moved. 1 
Me had a long viſit from the hakeem this forenoon. He "bs ; 
us that advices came yeſterday from Cairo, which afford hopes 
that a ſtrong force will ſoon be ſent up the river, to clear it of 
Ibrahim Beg's parties. A large detachment of Iſmaul Beg's ar- 
my has ſecured an important poſt about fifty miles below Jirj e; 
ſo that the communication is open from thence to Cairo; and 
Muſtapha Beg's gallies are thereby, detained at Juje. A very 
_ 1 ſhort interval may occaſion a revolution in matters; and the re- 
704 dels who obſtruct our progreſs, may be driven back to the upper 
parts of the Nile. We alſo find that Iſmaul Beg, by theſe ad- 
vices, has inveſted the Shaik Ul Arab with the ſovereignty of four 
more provinces of Upper Egypt. A refined, ſtroke of policy in the 
Bey, to confirm him in the intereſt. of the government; and to 
oblige him to defend theſe very provinces againſt the fugitive 
chiefs, who might acquire a ſupply of men and money from the 
conqueſt of them. 


5 In the courſe of our converſation with the hakeem, we "I 
vered his predilection to our going by land. On our pointing out 

the obſtacles which might deter us from ſuch an undertaking, he 

9 endeavoured to obviate them, by the ſtrongeſt afſutances of his 
4M care and protection. He went ſo far as to declare, that on our 
8 ſetting out for Cairo, he would ſeize upon Ally and the fellows 
who had robbed us, and detain them in cuſtody until our ſafety 
was known. That he would alſo affix chops or ſeals, upon. the 
warehouſe- doors of the camel · drivers, until they returned with the 
intelligence of our arrival at Cairo. Theſe promiſes are encou- 
raging enough, and might induce us to venture at laſt upon ca- 
mels, if an example were made of the rogues who plundered us, 
2 5 | — 10 
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to deter others from attempting the like. The camel- drivers who 
went with the company of Turks to Cairo, are expected back in 


four on ICs! | Then will, Pape being us an anſwer OM 


r 


—_ hias means, with a eee ee to the maik fn Iſmaul Beg. 
I. But there is little chance of our being obliged to determine on this 
1 point, during the abſence of the ſhaik. The government is likely 
to reap no little advantage from our coming here. The murder 
of Mahomet has given it a pretence, to ſecure the property of the 
camel- drivers belonging to that caravan. We ſaw a ſecretary paſs 
by with a party of ſoldiers this afternoon, and were told, that he 
had been affixing chops to the different warehouſes of their cara- 
vanſera, which contained coffee to a conſiderable: amount. This 
would partly go towards ſatisfying the family of the deceaſed, but 
the moſt conſiderable portion be confiſcated to government. 

I went up to the top of our houſe in the evening, to obſerve 
the progreſs of the inundations of the Nile. The freſhes now are 
at the greateſt height ; and there appeared a prodigious alteration 
in the ſcene ſince my laſt view of it. The waters are ſpread to 
the- very extremities of the town. The ſtream is greatly agitated 


and diſcolored, and runs down: with the force of an headlong 
torrent. 


r 


WEDNESDAY, 27th AvGusT. 


I was awakened before day-break by the ame troop of women, 
which paſſed our houſe the other day in honor to the memory of 
Mahomet. Their diſmal cries ſuited well with the lonely hour of 
the night: and I underſtand that this relic of the Grecian cuſtom 
laſts for the ſpace of ſeven days; during which interval the female 
relations of the deceaſed make a tour through the town, morning 


: 
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and night, beating their breaſts, throwing aſhes on their heads | 


and diſplaying every artificial token of ſorro wp. 

The general rumor of the town is, that the maik will be Kore 
to-morrow. Some of his domeſtics are arrived, which in a man- 
ner confirms it. It is time for us to be relieved from the reſtraint 
we are under, as every hour teems with the danger of diſcoveries. 
From the frequent inſpection of our baggage, we ftill hold it ex- 
pedient to carry our money and valuables about us. Beſides the 
irk ſomeneſs of ſuch a charge, accidental occurrences have often 
brought us to the brink of betraying it : and more than once, to 
my great confuſion, has the hakeem himſelf ſate down ſo cloſe to 
the place where my watch has been concealed, that he muſt infal- 
hbly have heard it going, had we not ſtrained all our invention to 
engage his attention. God grant that the ſhaik was once come 
among us! when the worſt which can happen will be, that we 
ſhall know the utmoſt malice of our fate. 

We took a walk this evening along the banks of the Nile, to 
ſee the revolution of things in that quarter. The deluge extends 
itſelf daily on every fide; and we remarked many places where 
che river has formerly made inroads into the town itſelf. A face 
of buſineſs diffuſes itſelf around the country. The huſbandmen 
have prepared their grounds for the reception of the manure, 
which the floods will leave upon them. Nature aſſiſts them in 
a point, the moſt laborious and expenſive to the farmer in other 
* countries; and to this account, the cheapneſs of grain may be 
imputed in Upper Egypt, more than to the quantity which the 
land produces, which is only cultivated on the banks of the Nile. 
When the waters retire, the ſeed is er er ſown, and a 


apes. 


* The 8 muſt except the Hagen of WG which is s watered by that 
noble river the Ganges; whoſe wennn and ces bear an intimate reſemblance 
to thoſe of the Nile. 
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crop is CE within the ſhort ſpace of four months. The muſt 
aſtoniſhing inſtance of the quickneſs of vegetation that the wartd 
can afford. As we had encountered ſome intelligent fellows on 
the road; I enquired into ſome of the natural curioſities, which 


have ſo long diſtinguiſhed this region. I learn that the oſtrich is 
too common, to be much regarded by the natives. That the 


crocodile is a moſt formidable tenant of the Nile, and held in 


great dread by the fiſhermen ; one of whom told us, that he 


was preſent. at the death of a crocodile a ſhort time ago, m 
whoſe belly were found the gold rings and ornaments of a 
dancing-girl, who was devoured by the monſter, as ſhe was bath- 
ing in the river. The hippopotamus, or river-horſe, is likewife 
yet, though rarely, met with, between this place and Jirje. I have 
an exact reſemblance of him in an antique feal which came from 
the ruins of Thebes; but I maſt add, that he is often found to 

be twelve feet and upwards in length. His fkin is fo hard as to 
refift a muſket- ball; and he is ſo cunning, as feldom or never to 
be ſeen aſhore, by day-light. Among the various reaſons that 


| induce my preferring to travel by water, the deſire of beholding 


tis rare production of nature, is not the leaft cogent : and I 
cannot but anticipate the gratifications which are in ſtore for us, 


whenever I meditate on a voyage down the * diſturbed as it 


is by the commotions of x war. 


T H URSD AY, 28th Audusr. 


The mining was el in by the arrival of a great man, 


who came ed to our houſe, accompanied by the ha- 


keem, who went to the river-ſide to receive him. He is a Turk, 
and was lately governor of Ghoſe, a town ſome hours diſtant 
up the Nile, from whence he was removed on the revolution at 
Cairo, He 1 is going by land to that city, and on hearing of our 
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fituation, very politely ſent: 1 to requeſt the * of our 


company. A better opportunity could not have offered itſelf 


for our proceeding by this route; and we muſt undoubtedly 
avail ourſelves of it, if no good intelligence reach us touching the 
paſſage by water, before the ſhaik's return, which this Turk aſ- 
ſures us will be to-morrow evening, or the next morning at fur- 
theſt. It will be with the utmoſt regret, that we forego the 
verdant proſpects, the romantic ſcenes, which the banks of the 
Nile abound with, to traverſe ſtony vallies and a dreary waſte. 
We cannot with any degree of patience, compare the eaſe and 
convenience of a boat, to the labor, fatigue; and heat we ſhall 
experience, in journeying upon camels. But ſo hearty is our 
averſion to the people we are among, ſo wearied out are we with 


the delays we have met with, that we are ready to encounter the 


horrors of the deſart, provided we encounter them under a ſafe 


conduct, rather than remain here a week longer, to wait the 


iſſue of the diſputes upon the river. But our reſolutions are the 
ſport of fortune, and catch their hue from the aſpect of the day. 
It is with ſome concern, that we ſhall ſeparate ourſelves from 
our little Turkiſh acquaintance, whoſe good- humour and atten- 


tion have greatly preferred him in our eſteem. But it would be 


folly to reject the protection of this great man, who travels with 
a ſtrong guard, for the uncertain and dangerous proſpect of get- 
ting down by water. = | 

We were warmly ſolicited by the hakeem to-day, for various 
articles, which he had overlooked before. This is a ſtrong inti- 


mation that his maſter 1 is at hand, to deliver us at en from his 
importanttcs, 
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FRI DAT, 29th Avus r. 5 


. 


A woman came to our door to-day, who uſed to aſk charity 


of us at Coſire. She is juſt arrived with the caravan, and brings 
fome ſhocking accounts touching the death of Mahomet. It ap- 
pears, that he was left in the deſart hy the villains who aſſaulted ; 
him, and remained there three days without any aſſiſtance what- 
ever, when he was accidentally taken up by a party of a few 
camels, and carried to Coſire. There he Imgered three days more, | 


ere death relieved him from the pains he endured. The tortures 


which were reſerved for this poor wretch, from the rankling of 


his many wounds, are really affecting to humanity ; ; but the 
wrrors which muſt have haunted his conſcience in this dread- 


ful interval, are too formidable to conceive. The deceit which 
he had practiſed towards ſtrangers, the breach of hoſpitality be- 
neath his on roof, and the perjuries that he had committed in 
the preſence of a juſt God, muſt in thoſe moments have recur- 
red with double force to his imagination, and ſtruck him with a 


full conviction of his guilt. Even the Arabs themſelves, who 
are ſeldom reſtrained from evil from the contemplation of a fu- 
ture ſtate, acknowledge the interpoſition of the divine hand in 


the fate of this man. Unhappy victim of prejudice and paſſion * 
may thy ſins have been expiated by the anguiſh of thy exit! And 
may the eternal pardon which is promiſed to repentanee, meet 


thee as fully, as what I beſtow upon thy offence | 


Our hopes of going in company with the Turkiſh officer; | 


are cut off as ſoon as formed. He purpoſes ſetting out this: 


night, and we are immoveably fixed here, until the preſence of 


the ſhaik breaks the ſpell. We cannot but ſecretly reproach the 
hakeem for this diſappointment. Had he permitted of my em- 
baſſy to the ſhaik, there is little doubt but we ſhould have ob- 


tained 
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tained permiſſion to accompany this Turk to Cairo. But we 
have not been wanting to effect the utmoſt. We have written a 
fourth letter to Mr. Baldwin, ſtating our uncomfortable ſitua- 
tion; which we have committed to the care -of one of the ur 
domeſtics, through the means of Ibrahim. | 
The Turk and his party departed at ee "which we als 
ſerved from our windows, that almoſt face his lodgings. He had 
given out that he ſhould not go until the morning. Theſe pre- 
cautions were taken by the former trayellers who went by land ; 
to deceive, we Prey; the thieves who luck in this gh 
borhood. 
SATURDAY, zoth Avevsr. 


We ſeareely breakfaſted this morning, when advice came 
of the long expected approach of the Shaik Ul Arab. We im- 
mediately went to the top of our houſe, to ſee: the ceremony of 
his landing. We had hitherto reſtrained our joy at an event, 
which was too defirable to be credited, without the evidence of 
our ſenſes, The reader may therefore judge of our emotions, 
when we beheld a large fleet of boats, falling down with the 
ſtream. We found the ſhaik to be in the headmoſt, from the 
pendant and enſign which were diſplayed on board; and he 
foon entered the creek, which is a ſhelter for boats from the 
violence of the freſhes, both ſides of which were lined with 
people to receive him. But by the ſtrength of the current his 
boat was forced upon a bank, mid-way in the creek, and not 
without great difficulty, diſengaged. The watermen on the Nile 
do not ſeem to underſtand their buſineſs, like their fraternity on 
the Thames; or they would not have left their monarch ſo long 
im perplexity. Several ropes gave way in drawing the boat from 
the bank; and two hours elapſed: before ſhe was brought to the 
landing-place, though aſſiſted by ſome hundreds of people. 
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It was pleaſant — to behold the terraces crowned with 
women, on this occaſion. Their keepers were probably abroad, 

to pay their compliments to the ſhaik, while the birds flew to 
the tops of their cages, to taſte of the momentary ſweets of li- 


berty. I never ſaw ſo numerous a ſhew of females, ſome of 


whom, in our neighborhood, proclaimed themſelves proficients 
in the arts of coquetry, by withdrawing their vails to attract 


our notice, and dropping them again, when our eyes were fixed 
upon their faces. Many were the ſalutations we received from 


theſe good- natured creatures; whoſe freedom of behavior to us, 
I attribute to the rigid confinement in which they are kept. Re- 


ſtraint is the bane of modeſty in female boſoms ; and I will ven- 


ture to ſay, that there are more women of looſe inclinations in 
the Turkiſh dominions, than in all Europe beſide. So juſt is the 
advice of our countryman Prior, 1 in regard to our treatment $1 a 
fair companion: 7 


«« Be to her faults a little blind, 

Be to her virtues very kind ; 

Let all her ways be unconfin'd, 

And clap your padlock on her mind! 


At four o'clock we were ſummoned to the preſence of the 
ſhaik, whom we found alone in a lower apartment of his palace. 
We were much elevated by his arrival, and perhaps, could not have 


appeared to. better advantage before our protector ; whoſe cordial 
reception of us beſpeaks him to be ſuch, in the trueſt ſenſe of 


the word. He ſeated us on the ſame carpet with himſelf, and 


after a few compliments, which were interpreted to us by Ibra- 


him, he directed coffee and fruit to be placed before us. Here 


for the firſt time we ſaw grapes, which were very fine, and a pe- 


culiar date, wich ſurpaſſes every thing . the kind 1 ever met 
9 . with. 
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with. While we were partaking of this repaſt, I had leiſure to 
take a full view of the ſhaik, and cannot reſiſt the inclination of 
introducing a character to the reader, of — 10 Hatter OT 
he will have reaſon to be enamored hereafter, - ©9 1 2401 07 

Iſman Abu Ally, the great ſhaik of the Achso racy we 
would render the Shaik Ul Arab—1s a ſhort: fat man, of about 
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we learn, of ſeventy- 


five. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fair; but 


what at once gives him a ſingular and more youthful look, his 
beard, which is very buſhy, is colored of a bright yellow. This 
exterior may not ſeem the moſt promiſing, and might create diſ- 
taſte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were 
not foremoſt to ſecure the heart of the beholder. Neither can 


the ſhrillneſs of his voice, which is harſh and diſſonant, deſtroy 


the beauty of the ſentiments, which it is inſufficiently made uſe 
of to convey ; as the elegance of the words may ſometimes atone 
for the demerits of a tune. He is ſtill active, for a man of his 
ſize and age; and his ſpirits are ſo good, that were it not for 


the ravage which time has made among his teeth, he might paſs 
for a younger man by twenty years at leaſt. Except the viziers 


of Vambo and Ghinnah, whom we had found to be villains by 


ſad exper ience, we had hitherto dealt with the droſs of the na- 


tion. It was reſerved for this moment, for us to meet with the 
polite gentleman and the honeſt man, comprized / in the perſon 
where they ought to be found, in the repreſentative of his 
people. Happy the ſubject of a virtuous land, who at once poſ- 


ſeſſes and imitates ſo rare an example! But how ſunk in the 
| abyſs of infamy are the race, who wholly deviate from the ſtan- 


dard of rectitude; and though daily reproached by the life of 
their monarch, are not to be reclaimed by the t tone of mea 
or the elocution of active virtue! Vm IN dn; 

We had quickly cauſe to find, that we © had not given me ſhaik 
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too much credit for his integrity. His impatience to acquit him- 
ſelf. in our opinion, of any connivance at the conduct of his 
ſervants, could ſcarcely be reſtrained by the forms of civility, 


which precluded buſineſs during our repaſt. But no ſooner Was 
it ended, than he ſhifted the converſation, and came directly to 


the point which we were ſo much concerned in. He lamented 
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only 
have happened in his abſence; and he vehemently reprobated 
the behavior of his officers, which he was determined to puniſh 
in the moſt exemplary manner. After a few leading queſtions, 
which tended to confirm the report that had been made to him 
touching our ſtory, he profeſſed, that his return to Ghinnah 
had been haſtened on our account. That he had come pur- 


poſely to do us ſtrict juſtice on our perſecutors, and to diſpatch 


us under a ſafe conduct to Cairo. As a proof of his ſincerity, 
he ordered Ally, the brother of the deceaſed Mahomet, to be 
brought before him. | He had been previouſly taken into cuſtody, 
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow, 
came Sauker, one of the rogues who had aſſiſted to plunder us, 


and who of. his own accord, produced the things which had fallen 


to his ſhare, in the diviſion of the ſpoils. He laid them at the 


ſhaik's feet; and with the greateſt effrontery declared, that he 


had taken them, only to ſecure them from the thieves of the 
houſe: and that his truth might be deduced from his care 
of our property. Though his offence 1 
ſtep was ſufficient to fkreen him from puniſhment in a coun- 
try, where retribution is all that is required by the proſecutor, 
and where; juſtice-is generally to be appeaſed by pecuniary fines. 
But the ill-adviſedo Ally did nat eſcape! in this manner. He 


boldly denied having robbed us of money or valuables, and was 


loudlyſexclaiming at the inju 


tice of the accuſation, when the 


Maik raiſed his voice, and a dozen Abyſſinian ſlaves ſuddenly 
. ſeized 
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clined- to inflict the puniſhment on him; but by 
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ſeized on the culprit, and hurried him out of the room. We 


were in pain for the fellow, and were meditating on the conſe- 
quences of his arreſt, when he was brought into our preſence 
again, bound hand and foot, with a chain about his neck, by 


which he was held. He was on the point of receiving the baſ- 


tinado on his knees, when he confeſſed the charge, and promiſed 
to return all that he had taken from us, The ſhark was in- 
1e interpoſi- 
tion of thoſe about him, in which we joined, he remitted it for 
the preſent; and directed Ally to be led home, that he might 
produce the goods. Our triumph was complete. One of our 
antient enemies had atoned for his crime, in a manner that out- 
went the moſt ſanguine idea of revenge. The other was humbled 


at our feet. He ſurvived indeed: but it was only to abaſe him- 
Lak bene us, and to mon £405 our moderation for his 


«lay about half an hour ally Arbe, ad produced a few of 
the leaſt valuable articles. He earneſtly requeſted until the morn- 
ing to deliver up the reſt, and to repay us the money that he had 


cheated us out of. This was granted him at our deſire, and 
the briſouenidomrritted to his own houſe, under the e of a 


Dee woos Adtcorg So 717 

„ Several/of the ſhaik's courtiers hadic come in during this exami- 
nation, among whom were his nephew and the quondam hakeem. 
We found the latter was in diſgrace, and endeavored to make his 
peace, by expreſſing to his maſter, the many obligations we lay 
under to his care of our perſons. The good old man only ſhook 
his head in reply „ and waved the ſubj ect, : by deſiring, us to attend 
Again at ſeven o clock the next morning, when he had ſummoned 


a full court of juſtice to puniſh our aggreſſors. He diſmiſſed us, 


wich amen allurances of his nnn and, as an emen of What 
Ian 2101 "THE! te r . eat DRIES we 
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we might expect, he directed our ſervarits to err gen, oh the re6o- 
— nn mi before us. wh e drk ie ing. 
| 0 EV! SUNDAY, My Avevsr. 155 

N ; $42 11 et . 7:6 

1 breakfaſted 1 F 7 at pan 0 brag went 1 to 50 ſhaik: 8 
bowler: The court were already aſſembled i in an open {pot before 
the houſe, which was ſhaded by an high wall from the morning 
ſun. Here we found the ſhaik encompaſſed by his great men, 


with a number of foldiers and attendants at ſome diſtance in their 
front. Carpets were ſpread in the intermediate ſpace for our re- 


ception. Here we ſeated ourſelves, after making our obeiſance to 
the ſhalk, and waited in ſilence the iſſue of the trial. Next to the 


ſhaik's right hand was placed his nephew, and, as we underſtand,. 
his declared ſucceſſor in the government. He is a comely and 


good-humored looking man, ſeemingly between thirty and forty 
years of age; and by his behavior, appeared to be leſs our enemy 
than any other of his uncle's counſellors. | So unhappy is thus, *. 
right and humane prince in the lot of his ſervants. 


Juſt before we came in, the culprit Ally had 7 a 50 


pace on again proving refractory; and the hakeem was ſent 


to ſearch his houſe for the ſtolen goods. This occaſioned a pauſe 


in the pr oceedings, which were interrupted. by the ſudden appear- 


ance of the vizier, who, to our great aſtoniſhment, took a ſeat. 


which was vacant next to the ſhaik's nephew. This confidence 


was unexpected, and filled us with unfavorable prognoſtics of the 
event of our ſuit. But our deubts were of ſhort continuance. He 


had entered unregarded by his maſter, and was talking with great 


lemn tone, aſked him for the ſnauls and things, which he had re- 


ceived from the Engliſh: gentlemen. The whole frame of this gay 
courtier was evidently Gkompoled by dais queſtion. He had pro- 


| 2 s 


eaſe to thoſe about him, when the ſhaik turned about, and 1 in a ſo- 
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bo bably Nd his account with our ſuppreſſing the vis he had uten 
againſt us, after the high hand with which he had once ſtopped the 
accuſation of Abdul Ruſſar, and was unprepared with an evaſion. 
His countenance inſtantly was diſrobed of its pleaſantry; his 
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply, the 
ſubſtance of which was, that he was a ſtranger to the matter with 
which he was charged. We were aſhamed of the meanneſs of a 
man of his rank, but the wrath of the ſhaik was wound up to 
ny rede ee at tthe Te of this falſchood. He was confirmed 


withiout calling any freſh vided to er6 ora it, he Nea 
to decide. But he could hardly find utterance for his orders, 
which were to arreſt and flog the vizier immediately. A number 
of ſlaves ſtarted from the croud, to execute the pleaſure of their 
lord. The aſtoniſhed miniſter could not believe his ears, and 
would fain have perſuaded himſelf that the affair was a jeſt. He 
was preſently convinced of his miſtake; The officers of juſtice 
laid violent hands upon his perſon, tumbled him from his proud 
ſeat, and in a rude manner hurried him away, in ſpite of his out- 
cries and fruitleſs reſiſtance. ' This behavior ſerved only to exaſ- 
perate the ſhaik. His eyes flaſhed with the honeſt indignation 
which lighted his boſom ; his ſtrength could ſcarcely ſupport the 
agitations of his mind; and after ſome effort, he raiſed himſelf 
from his carpet; and repeated his' commands in a voice, that ſtruck 
terror into the breaſts of all preſent. He was immediately ſur- 
rounded by a croud of his courtiers, who kiſſed his hands, em- 
braced his knees, and interceded with him for the pardon of the 
vizier; Theſe nobles took no ſhare in the paſſions of their monarch,” 
and were only attentive to exculpate one of their bedyy*t hot gh 
at the expence of honor and juſtice. -- e 
I muſtown that I was concerned at the fearful ſituation of: a man, 
who had never been guilty of any —— violence towards us, and 
be eg _ whoſe” 
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whoſe greateſt treſpaſs was the receipt of preſents, on his aſus * 
rances of protection, when he permitted of our being plundered by 
our inhoſpitable hoſt and his adherents. Theſe, however, were 


crimes of the deepeſt dye, in the eyes of the good old ſhaik. When 


we directed Ibrahim to plead for the inoffenſive conduct of the vi- 


zier towards us, he would not hear of any apology for a villain, 
who had ſo little the honor of his country at heart, as to injure 
its character by winking at the maltreatment of ſtrangers. He 


could the leſs overlook it in a ſervant of his own, and added, that 
it was at our inſtance only, he would remit the puniſhment due to 


his enormity. The mortification nevertheleſs was reſerved for the 
vizier, that he ſhould be brought before us, diſarrayed of his gay 


apparel, his hands bound behind him, and a chain faſtened about 


his neek. In this miſerable plight, he was told of the obligation 
he was under to our generous application; and led home by a 
guard, to produce his ill-gotten acquiſition, as his only hope of 
ſafety. We obſerved a general murmur among the grandees, at 
the compliment which was paid us on this occaſion. The diſ- 
grace of one of their body excited no friendly ſentiments towards 


us; and not a few menacing looks were thrown. upon us from 


the circle. On the other hand, the ſhaik harangued them in a ſen- 


ſible and pathetic ſpeech, on the honor of their nation. He caſt 
the moſt juſt and ſevere reproaches on the character of the abſent- 


miniſter, and warned them in future, againſt ſuch inhuman: 
practices towards Chriſtians and ſtrangers. He then turned to- 


us with the kindeſt aſpect, and re- aſſured us of his protection. He: 


thanked us for the confidence which we had repoſed in him, in 
venturing through a country, ſo remote and unknown; and la- 
mented anew, that his abſence from his capital had given room 
for our repenting the experiment. He ſuppoſed that no ſociety, 
however enlightened, was free from the claſs of reptiles by which 


we > had ſuffered; and the law provided a . retaliation for the 
E 5 . offence. 
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offence. But 4 attributed the commiſſion of the offence to the 


neglect of the hakeem of Ghinnah, who had ſlumbered like an 
unwary centinel on his duty. For this he had been diſcharged 


from his office, and a flave of his own been ſent to take care of us 


until his arrival. All that was now wanting to complete our ſa- 
tisfaction, was the recovery of our loſſes, which he would ſee ef- 
fected; and our journey to Cairo, which he ſwore ſhould be ac- 


compliſhed without. an 1 0 5 a en to an e pr = our 


Hodels, [56 bot! gels 51700 

As virtue as well as vice is ngnified, by compar in; it in 7 not 
appear extraordinary, that our encreaſing regard for this great 
man began to border upon enthuſiaſm. Reader! if thou art of 
the yielding kind, if thy mould is ſuſceptible of tender impreſ- 


ſions —ſay, when ſurrounded by a croud of homely females, did 
thy heart never beat high at the approach of tranſcendant beau- 


ty? So, from the cloud of miſcreants that encompaſſed his throne, 
ſhot forth the glories of the Egyptian king ! So bright, ſo. peer- 


leſs did he riſe from the contraſt. So unworthily ſtationed, - and 


yet ſo worthy of the ſtation in which his birth had placed 
him! Nurſed in the lap of ignorance and barbariſm, like another 
Peter, he had triumphed over nature. Nor opinion could warp, 


nor habit could bind him: He nobly ſpurned the prejudices of 
education, and, without any guide, fave the impulſe of innate 


goodneſs, he ſoared to the ſuperior heights of virtue. She ſeem- 
ed the-miſtreſs of his inclinations, rather than of his election or 
intereſt; and, beſide him, the world may afford but few ſubjects 


of ſuch an influence. It is true, that his endeavors were not 


crowned with the ſucceſs that diſtinguiſhed: thoſe of Peter the 
Great. But Peter attended more to the aggrandizement than the 


morals of his people; and, with all the great qualities of the hero, 


ſunk infinitely below the Egyptian, in the feelings of the Wan 
The latter was fit to have ruled over an enlightened empire. 
OR. — 


ELS 

While the former; after all his victories, was. in many n 
an example unworthy of mitten!!! c) 1107 1 | 
Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged us to have re- 
cat to our interpreter, for an acknowledgment of theſe fa- 
vors. But at the ſame time, it ſaved us the confuſion of appear- 
ing at a loſs for a ſuitable reply. We ſheltered ourſelves under 
this fortunate: circumſtance, which, in a great meaſure, left. our 
patron to conceive a mo which words would have but yours 
hs expreſſed. 279 77 882 
A meſſenger now arrived with two ſhauls ind mywcreele, from 
the vizier; The other ſhaul, he ſaid, he had parted with; and 
the piſtols he had given to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the 
wretched Ally produced before the court; and on denying the re- 
ceipt of them, the baſtinado was again inflicted on him *. Be- 
ſides the articles which had been reſtored, there were ſtill a ſilver 
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a quantity of valuable linen 
to be accounted for. Not to ſpeak of the money which they had 
obtained from us, under various pretences. But theſe were ſaid 
to have fallen to Mahomet's ſhare in the diviſion; and his robbery 
3 death were made a plea of by the family, to ſatisfy us for our 
The ſhaik would not hear of this apology, which he term- 
4 1 and evaſive. And ſooner than we ſhould ſuffer by that 
family, he declared, that he would firſt order their ſubſtance to 
be diſpoſed of, and if that would not repay us for our loſſes; 
Ally and the reſt of them-ſhould be ſold as ſlaves, to make up the 
ſum. It was now time for us to interfere. The matter was ex- 
— A bounds to which we meant to yo it; and policy, "a as 


„ This i is a a very novel? as well a as F puniſhment. The 1 is placed u up- 

right: on the ground, with his hands and feet bound together, while the executioner 
ſtands before him, and; with a fhort'ſtick, ſtrikes him With a ſmart motion on the 
outſide of | his knees. The pain which atiſes from theſe ſtrokes, is ee 
vere, and what no conſtitution could ſupport for any continuance. | 
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well as humanity, prompted us to drop it. Our principal aim 
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper protection Our perſe- 
cutors had been chaſtiſed, and it was preferable for us to put up 
with ſome inconvenience, rather than run the riſk of being de- 
tained here, in the purſuit of full redreſs. On this account we 
liſtened to the mediation of the hakeem, and ſome of the cour- 
tiers, who beſeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but eighty 
dollars of the remaining debt, which Ally might raiſe from the 
camels he poſſeſſed. Our acquieſcence in this propoſal gained us 
credit with all preſent, and drew a particular compliment from 
the worthy ſhaik; who proteſted, that he could not but admire 
our generoſity, though it was exerciſed at the expence of their 
national character. The reader, perhaps, may agree with us, 
that we ought not to have ſubſcribed to this inſinuation, as ſuch 
a man as was then before us, was n to redeem his r nation 
Hom obloquy. F ©; SIT) $3 Diets in 31A] + iTA 393264 3 

The court now et up. PRs we were difmiſſed;! not a Ute 
pleaſed with this mode of adminiſtering juſtice. The puniſhment 
inflicted upon robbers in other countries, ſuppreſſes the growth of 
them in the general opinion. But when we reflect on the frequent 
robberies that are committed in our own, it ſeems doubtful, whe- 
ther the ſeverity of the ſentence anſwers the expected end. For a 
traveller, at leaſt, who has his own intereſt moſt at heart, the ſa- 
tisfaction which we received was infinitely more eligible, than any 
that could have been made us of a ſanguinary nature. We had 


recovered hat we had loſt all expectation of ſeeing again; and to 


our haſte and good-will only, is to be attributed our not obtain- 
ing the unconditional benefit of the ſhaik's decree. As a ſmall 
token of our reſpect, on our return home, we made up, ſuch a 
preſent. as we judged would | be moſt acceptable to a man of his 
turn of mind, and ſent it to the ſhaik by Ibrahim. It conſiſted of 
a couple of fine ſhauls, an Indian carpet and palampore, and an 
3 . handſome 
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handſome: fabra and caſe of piſtols. The ſabre and piſtols, tho | | 
articles of the greateſt value, he returned, and ſent us many thanks 
for our remembrance of him in the reſt, which he ſaid he would 


keep for our ſake. He alſo told Ibrahim, that he had directed a 


merchant to furniſh us with camels for our journey, as the river 


was too perilous for us to venture on. This laſt inſtance of his at- 


tention ſerved to rivet in our minds the character of Iſman Abu 
Ally, who is indeed a pearl thrown to the ſwine of Ghinnah. 


MONDAY, iſt SEPTEMBER. 


Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure. The 


merchant attended us early this morning, in company with the 


hakeem, to ſettle the price of our camels; The common price 1s 
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is not ſurprizing that we pay 
the higheſt. But the number of camels which they obliged us to- 
take, was what vexed us the moſt. We want but nine for our- 
ſelves and ſer vants, and they inſiſt upon our providing ſix more for 
the uſe of our guard. Theſe are our camel-drivers, who, in our 
late journey, were wont to ride two upon a camel; but in the 
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaſt apiece. 
Theſe additional camels will greatly encreaſe the expence ; but 
were the demand an impoſition, we are determined to ſubmit to 
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the ſhaik any further 


upon our ſcore, We wiſh not to add to the number of enemies 


we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoſt diſ- 
patch, We deſired, the hakeem, therefore, to advance the mer- 
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an 


earneſt for the hire of his camels, 


A thought ſtruck me during our examination yeſterday, which 

I would not have had verified for the treaſures of Egypt. The 
ſhaik is old and N corpulent; and had it ſo happened that he 
Nen had 


2 


SL 


had burſt a blood-veſſtl 3 in the heat of- his paſſion, I was revolv- 
ing the probable conſequences in my mind. There was not a 


man of rank preſent, whom we could conſider in the light of our 
friend. Even the nephew was neuter; and there is no certainty 
of the part he would have taken, had ſuch an accident befallen 
his uncle. In truth, there is little doubt but we ſhould have 


paid for his favor with our lives. Such a backwardneſs had been 
ſhewn before his arrival to bring the offenders to juſtice, and ſuch 


a forwardneſs in his preſence to ſkreen them from puniſhment, 
that the ſhaik ſaw through the partiality of his officers, and re- 
prehended them for it. One particular circumſtance that betray- 
ed their bent, is worthy of remark, and eſcaped me in the -rela- 


tion of the buſineſs of yeſterday. The gold buckles which had 


been taken by Ally were put down in the liſt of our loſſes, at what 
the Arabs imagined an exorbitant value. - They could not flip 


ſach an occaſion of gratifying their malice, and lowering our in- 


tereſt with the king. They boldly taxed' us with exaggerating our 
loſſes, and endeavoring to profit by their maſter's clemency. They 
_ demanded that a jeweller might be ſent for, to aſcertain the truth 


of their charge. To this the ſhaik was averſe, as, perhaps, con- 


ceiving we might have erred through miſtake. But at our in- 
ſtance a jeweller attended, whoſe evidence defeated the malice of 
our enemies. He weighed them in the preſence of the court, and 
pronounced the gold to be equab to the value affixed, indepen- 
dent of the workmanſhip, which was ſo rare and ſo curious, that 


he ſappoſed it muſt have enhanced the price of the buckles more 
than one half. It muſt be obſerved, that this jeweller, like the 


other mechanics of this country, was a Chriſtian, and knew the 


ſhaik too well, to be afraid of ſpeaking the truth, to the great 
confuſion of our accuſers, who were completely creſt-fallen at this 
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We had a freſh proof in the afternoon of the ſhaik' $ concetn 
for our welfare. It ſeems that the camels which went to Cairo 
with the company of Turks, luckily returned this forenoon, and 
as they belong to the ſhaik, he is determined to accommodate us 
with them. This intelligence is juſt brought us by the hakeem, 
who has ſent to the merchant for our money to pay to the ſhaik s 
people. We are not a little rejoiced at this change, which will 
add not only to our ſecurity, but enſure us good treatment from 
the camel-drivers on the road. At five o'clock they came to pay 
their reſpects to us; and we have promiſed the head-man, who 
we find 1s the chief of the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an officer 
of no ſmall conſequence, a preſent of a dreſs on our arrival at 
Cairo. His camels are to be ready to-morrow evening, when we 
are to ſet out on our journey through the wilderneſs. We ſhall, 
in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of Iſrael, 


when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re- 


fuge on the ſhores of Arabia. We are to ſtrike into the road to Suez, 
to ſhun the parties that hover about the river; and it was not far 
below that city, that the Iſraelites were ſuppoſed to have croſſed 
the Red- ſea. I cannot, however, ſuppreſs my regret, at loſing 
this opportunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man 
who travelled for his amuſement, I ſhould not probably have ex- 
perienced this diſappointment. I would have waited here, agree- 
ably to an offer which the ſhaik made, or have gone to Jirje, as 
the little T urk propoſed, until the troubles on the river were 
ſubſided. No obſtacle ſhould have deterred me from exploring 
the courſe of ſo celebrated a ſtream, but my being charged with 
buſineſs of a public nature, which will not admit of delay. The 
importance of this charge has been the rule of conduct of, at 
leaſt, Mr. Hammond and myſelf. It induced us to commit our- 
ſelves to an open boat in the Red- ſea, in the hotteſt and moſt un- 
favorable ſeaſon of the year; and it now prompts us to embark 
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chearfully in a journey through a deſart, unknown even to the in- 
habitants of the country; and which, except in the inſtances I 


have recited, has not been traverſed for this century Falte 'by uy | 


but the outcaſts of the human kind | | 
In the afternoon we were viſited by three Chriſtian merchants, 
who live at Dundara, a town about three hours, or twelve miles 
diſtance down the river. They are come here to compliment the 


ſhaik on his return, and are the moſt creditable people of the 
mercantile claſs whom we have ſeen. They had turbans of a blue 


checkered pattern, to diſtinguiſh them from Muſſulmen; and no 


native Chriſtian is allowed to wear them of other colors, though | 


this reſtriction is not enforced with ſtrangers. Theſe merchants 
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has reſided at 
Dundara for theſe thirty years paſt, and who is a painter by pro- 
feſſion. But we find that he has exerciſed his art rather for his 


amuſement than profit; and that his own houſe alone is adorned 
with the productions of his pencil. We are curious to know the 
adventures which brought ſuch a character to ſettle in this obſcure 
corner, and, did our time permit, we ſhould readily accept of 
theſe merchants' offer to bring us together. Notwithſtanding the 


unfavorable diſpoſition of his ſubjects towards them, every thing 
conſpires to prove the ſhaik's affection for Chriſtians. All his 
principal domeſtics, and particularly his ſecretaries, who enjoy 
his unlimited confidence, are of this perſuaſion. Indeed, all 


ranks of them join to ſound the praiſes of the preſent ſhaik, who 
ſtands between them and the oppreſſion of the Arabs. He has 


been their guardian for forty years and upwards ; and I fear there 
will be a great change in their ſituation at his death. 


TUESDAY, 2d SepTEMBER.. 


We were ſurrounded this morning by a crond of ſervants "= 
longing to the ſhaik, who expect money from us. Though we 


might 


33 
2 raft 


N 
. 


6 


might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their 
inſolence, we choſe to avoid the odium of ſuch a meaſure ; and 


called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us. Thoſe 
who aſſiſted to puniſh the offenders, we agreed to gratify with a 
piece of gold each: and the en diſmiſſed the reſt, as not be- 


ing entitled to our bounty. 


At eight o'clock we had a Meer d the ſhaik to attend | 


him. We found him, as before, encompaſſed by his principal 


courtiers ; and he obligingly deſired us to ſeat ourſelves upon 
carpets beſide him. He told us, that he had ſolicited our pre- 
ſence, to give us into the charge of the maſter of his camels, 
who is dignified with the title of a ſhaik. This man was ac- 
cordingly called before us, and the ſhaik addreſſing him by the 
name of Hadgee Uttalah, informed him, that he was to convey 
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo; and that ſhould we prefer 
the leaſt complaint againſt his conduct, his head ſhould anſwer 
for it. Nothing could be more ſatisfactory to us, than a charge 
like this, ſo publicly delivered ; and of the weight of which, 


Hadgee Uttalah himſelf appeared to be ſo fully ſenſible. It not 


only tended to ſecure us from the danger of treachery on the 
road, but the warmth with which the ſhaik eſpouſed our cauſe, 


was, in our opinion, the ſtrongeſt bulwark we could have againſt 


the ſecret malevolence of our enemies. The good old man be- 


came very familiar with us, and aſked a thouſand queſtions con- 
cerning the natural and artificial productions of our country. 


He admired a china bowl which belonged to the major; but de- 
clined taking it, as common earthen-ware was full good enough 
tor him. From this, however, he took occaſion to mention an 
European, who had been long in his ſervice, and had the in- 
genuity to imitate china very cloſely. He called for a ſpecimen 


of this fellow's ſkill ; and we were ſurprized to ſee a couple of 


vaſes delicately wrought and painted. We were defirous to be- 
9 ä — hold 
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hold the artiſt, but were informed by the ſhaik, that he was left 
behind at a town up the river. We now heard many droll 
anecdotes of this Engliſhman, as he called himſelf, That he 
delighted in high-ſeaſoned diſhes, and drank ſuch a quantity of 
ſpirits, that it was a wonder his inſide was not conſumed by fire, 
This intemperance ſuited but ill with the ſimplicity and ſobriety 
of the Arabians. But the ſhaik was polite enough to fay, that 
the report which had been made to him of our mode of living, 
had effaced the diſagreeable impreſſions which he had received of 
our countrymen. He would venture to add, however, that one 
article of luxury, which he obſerved to be in uſe at our table, 
| had given riſe to the ideas of our wealth, and ſingled us out as 
a beneficial prize to his covetous ſubjects. And this was the 
ſilver, of which our cups and ſpoons were compoſed. To a 
people who were accuſtomed to wooden utenſils, that glit- 
tering metal was a bait, which had allured them to an 
unjuſt though tempting purſuit. Far as it was from exculpat- 
ing the conduct of the Arabs, we could not but feel the force 
of this oblique reproof. The modeſt manners of the antient 
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatneſs, recurred to 
our imaginations. We bluſhed for our deviating ſo much from 
their example, in the preſence of a man, who trod in their foot- 
ſteps without a mark to direct him. And perhaps, for once in 
our lives, we deſpiſed the ſymbols of kannn and _ effem!- 
nacy of faſhion |! | | 
While we were thus engaged, che cn of che ſoldier who 
murdered Mahomet, together with the camel-drivers of the cara- 
van, were brought before the ſhaik. They were accompanied 
by the father and brother of the deceaſed, who appeared as pro- 
ſecutors. The witneſſes for the.culprit making little or no de- 
fence, the trial was ſoon concluded ; and ſentence of death was 
paſſed upon him by the ſhaik. Although the murderer came a 
priſoner 
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"af veſterday from Coſire, it is remarkable, that he was not 
preſent on this occaſion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar 


to his condemnation. If, however, the ry laws of our free 
conſtitution are wanting here, the loſs would not be felt, could 
this country continue to boaſt of its preſent equitable judge. 
But thoſe laws were provided to guard as much againſt the en- 
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of the ſubject. 


Happy the ſoil in which they flouriſh ! Thrice happy the people 


who baſk beneath the ſunſhine of freedom; and depend not upon 
the uncertain character of a chief W ; SE the virtues or 
vices of a king 

As the name of the young maik of Cofite has not dern men- 


tioned 3 in this trial, we ſuppoſe that he was wronged by report, 
or ſkreened by intereſt from the charge in which his comrade was 


involved. It had come to the Shaik Ul Arab's ears, that this 
young man and his father had extorted money and effects from 
us. The accuſation had been framed by his courtiers, who were 
perhaps, jealous of the advantages they had derived from us; and 
every perſuaſion was now uſed to make us acquieſce in it. Had 
we given ſcope to our reſentment againſt this treacherous pair, it is 


 Lkely, that we ſhould have ſupported the accuſation; which 


opened a way to redreſs for their impoſitions at Coſire, and their 
inhumanity in betraying us into the hands of ſuch villains at 


 Ghinnah. But one good action which they performed towards 


us, outweighed the multitude of their miſdeeds in our minds. 


We remembered that our lives and property had been at their 


mercy, both at Coſire, and in the road to this place. The firſt 
had not been attempted by them; and when the laſt could not 


have been with-held from them, we acknowledged a merit in their 


forbearance, when the principle which excited them ito extort a 


part, could have put them in poſſeſſion of the whole. Weak as 
this maſoning may appear to the ſticklers for juſtice, it had 


force 
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force enough with us to operate in favor of the delinquents. 
We knew the unlicenſed tempers of the Arabs, and it was 


but fair to judge of them by their own rule of action. We 


declined, therefore, the ſhaik's kind offer to call theſe fellows 


to account; and profeſſed an ignorance of their being any other- 


wiſe acceſſary to our misfortunes, than by ea: tne recommen- 
dation to the family now before us. 2M 


. 
+ ſ 


We had no latent meaning in this eoblication; but the venera- 
ble ſhaik did not let it paſs unnoticed. He pointed out the cer- 
tainty of the detection of villainy, either ſooner or later. He de- 
duced-it from the inſtance which was now before him; where, 
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had-ſuf- 
fered had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors 
thereof had been puniſhed according to their deſerts. He 
called upon the father of Ally to own, that the hand of Pro- 


vidence was to be ſeen through the whole of this tranſaction. That 


his ſons were but the inſtruments of our ſafety, though avowedly 
our enemies; and under the notion of enriching themſelves at 
our expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils 
which awaited us on the river. But that their intentions had been 
juſtly rewarded. While we were ſheltered under royal patr onage, 


one of his ſons had fallen in a conteſt, about the very pro- 


perty of which he had deprived us; and the other was crip- 
pled with blows, and covered with diſgrace on the ſame ac- 
count. The confuſion of Ally and his father was not to be 


concealed at this incident. They ſeemed to be ſufficiently hum- 


bled by the melancholy end of Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor- 
tation of the ſhaik's had an evident effe& upon their feelings ; and 
the heart muſt be corrupt indeed, that was not amended by it. 
For my own part, I never was ſo edified by the diſcourſe of a di- 


vine, as I have been, by liſtening to the ſentiments of this un- 


learned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered at. His lan- 
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guage was that of the heart, and bis opinions breathed the fra- 


grance of truth. His doctrine was a reflection of his life, and 


both equally bright and unſullied. When he admoniſhed, he 
directed himſelf to the conſciences of his audience; and he n never 


. failed to convince; though it is plain he failed to reform &. 


At ten o'clock we took our leave of the ſhaik, but are to ſee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o clock at 
night. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag, 


and uttering aloud ſome proclamation. His head was crowned 


with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his 


words. We enquired into the purport of his buſineſs, and were 


told; that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the riſing of 


the Nile. We underſtand that it is now near its greateſt height; 


and expect, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to ind the 
country entirely under water. GOT 
as We 

From a paſſage which T have lately met with in Dr. Pococke's Travels through 
Egypt, 1 am induced to think that he encountered this amiable perſonage, and was 


indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and protection during 


His voyage up the Nile. Iſman Abu Ally was, from our information, poſſeſſed of 
his preſent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the moſt likely 


to extend his humanity to ſtrangers. The paſſage is this: 


On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we ſtopped at a place about 


three miles from * Furſhout. Here reſides the great ſhaik , who is governor of all 


the country on the weſt as far as Aſſouan. I waited on the ſhaik's ſecretary, with a pre- 


ſent of five or ſix pounds of coffee; in return, he ſent a live ſheep to the convent to 
entertain me with, and introduced me to the fhaik, who was in an Arab dreſs, fitting in 


a corner of a room. He roſe on my entrance, and my ſervant brought in my preſent, 
which conſiſted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other ſweetmeats, and ſome glaſs 
veſſels. He aſked where I intended to go? I told him, to the Cataract. He replied, 

with a good-natured ſmile, that a boat of Franks t lately went up; and that the peo- 
ple ſaid, they came to diſcover the way into the country, in order to return and 
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* Furſhout is in the neighborhood of Ghinnah, 
+ The literal meaning of the Shaik Ul Arab, — 


T In this boat was Capt. Norden, well known for his accurate accounts of the ue of Egypt. 
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We have been employed the whole day i in preparing for our ex- 
pedition. Bread, biſcuit, and flour were brought us in the after- 
noon, ſufficient to ſerve us a fortnight; and with the beans pro- 
vided for our camels, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in 
this account are included a ſheep and an half, which are fried 
down 1 in clarified ghee or butter, and twenty new ſkins to carry 
our water. With this ſtock, we truſt at leaſt to keep famine 
from our heels, in this journey through the inhoſpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel-hire, which amounted in the whole to 1 50 dollars; and were 
in readineſs to attend the ſhaik, previous to our departure, But 
the camel-drivers are either ſuperſtitious, or have ſomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juſt occurred to them, that 
to-morrow was the new moon; a time above all other the moſt 
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
having adopted ſuch an 1dea at fo late an hour ; and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to remain here to-night, 
he referred them to the ſhaik for an anſwer. The good old man 
was vexed at the delay they intended us. But his good-nature in- 
clined him to their ſide. He ſent for Ibrahim, and directed him 
to tell us, that though the requeſt was abſurd in itſelf, ' the hu- 
moring their prejudices would be the readieſt way to enſure the 
regard of theſe people. We ſubmitted without a murmur to this 
irkſome detention; and the more ſo, as the ſhaik has added to his 


former kindneſs, by giving a camel to our conductor Hadgee Ut- 
talah, to fave us that expence. 


** 


take it; and then deſired to know what I wanted to ſee? I told him the ruined 5 
ties. He obſerved, that we had no ſuch ruins in England, and aſked, whether, if 
they ſhould go into our country, we would permit them to ſee every thing ; adding, 
that he would give me letters, and a man to go with me, ſo that I might be aſſured 
I ſhould travel ſecurely.” | Ann Pococke's Travels. 
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We have juſt heard that the ſhaik has changed' the ſentence of | 
death which was paſſed on the priſoner this morning, to a long 
impriſonment. It ſeems, that an execution has not been known 


during his reign; and he means to continue this ill-judged lenity. 


But this will be but of little avail to the aſſaſſin, provided one of 


his family does not fall a ſacrifice in the interim, to the relations 


of the deceaſed. This kind of retribution is exerciſed with impu- 
nity in this country ; and one life will glut the vengeance of the 
| proſecutors, though the offender himſelf eſcape. But this is only in 


reſpect to each other. Should a Chriſtian but accidentally ſpill the 


blood of a Muſſulman, an hecatomb of his per ſuaſion would ſcarcely 
ſuffice to expiate the offence. _ 


WEDNESDAY, 30 SeproMarn, | 


It now v appears likely that none of our letters have reached Mr. 
Baldwin. 1 he camels are returned that carried the company of 


Turks away; and we were ſurprized that no anſwer was come to 
the letter, which we entruſted to the Chriſtian domeſtic. But on 
diſcourſing with Hadgee Uttalah, we find that they did not go to 
Cairo. The Turks were formerly in the ſervice of Ibrahim Beg, 
and though they purpoſed to have deſerted to the party of Iſmaul 
Beg, their hearts either relented or failed them, and they halted at a 
town on the river, two days ſhort of the capital. We have, there- 
fore, the greater reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the genero- 
ſity of the Shaik Ul Arab; as no application could have been 
made to him in our behalf, until our misfortunes reached Mr. 

Baldwin. By his influence, we are in every reſpect. better pro- 
vided for a journey, than when we left Cofire. We can depend 


more upon the goodneſs of the camels, and the honeſty of the 


drivers. We have proviſions in plenty, and are furniſhed be- 


ſides with limes, to aſſiſt in quenching our thirſt. We have 
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dried dates with us, to vary our meals. This fruit, when 
dried, is much preferable to that freſh from the tree; and 
when eaten with bread, is both a pleaſant and nouriſhing food. 
We expect to be but nine or ten days on the road; and as 
we go by. ourſelves, we are in hopes to perſuade the Arabs to 
follow our directions to travel the greater part of the night, and to 
lie by during the heat of the day. This mode of action will pre- 
ſerve us much from the ſufferings, which we underwent du- 
ring our late journey. But we muſt truſt to chance for a ſhelter 
from the ſun at our different halting-places, as there is no ſuch 
conveniency as a tent to be procured here. 

As we are on the point of leaving Ghinnah, it may be expected 
that I drop ſome obſervations on the cuſtoms and manners of the 
inhabitants. But in a narrative of this kind, the reader will ga- 
ther more information from the conduct of the actors themſelves, 
than from an author's deſcription of them. Their general treat- 
ment of us is the beſt glaſs from which their pictures can be re- 
flected; while the particular behavior of one or two individuals, 
15-a-convincing proof, that virtue is the common inheritance of 
mankind, and is confined to no enlightened ſpot. It remains then 
only for me to fay a few words on points, too unimportant to 
have come into view before. No people are plainer in their 
dreſs, which in the lower claſs 1s generally of blue hnen. Thoſe 
of the higher rank endeavor to ape the faſhion of the Turks. 
They are arrayed indeed in ſilks and woolens, but without Jace 
and embroidery. They are univerſally modeſt in their behavior, 
| decent 1 in their converſation, and ſober 1 in their way of life. Ga- 
ming is unknown to them; and ſtrong hquors in ſuch little re- 
queſt, that we found but few Arabians, who broke through the 
precept of their religion, which forbids the uſe of them. But the 
vices they poſſeſs, are ſufficient to eclipſe the luſtre of theſe good 
qualities. Were it not for the cheapneſs of proviſions, the po- 
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verty of the people would bear hard upon them. But for tlie x Va- 
lue of a penny; each man can provide for the day. Beſide meat 
and poultry, which are in great plenty, the river ſupplies them 
with fine fiſh at the loweſt rates; and eggs are ſold at a penny the 
dozen. Theſe things we can declare from ocular demonſtration ; 


and from our window we can ſee the menial ſervants of the ſhaik 


receive their daily pay, which, we are aſſured, does not exceed the 
value of a penny. Water is their only drink, except it be mixed 
with coffee; enough of which may be procured for a penny, to 
treat a company of viſitors ; a fact of which we had frequent ex- 
perience. But the ſimplicity of this race is beſt to be deduced 
from the figure which their head makes. The Shaik Ul Arab 1s 
very abſtemious in his diet, and plain in his equipage. There is 
nothing magnificent about him ; and he generally appears in a 


black gown, which is very fine, and reſembles our bombaſin. 
His turban is of muſlin; and the only finery about him, an. 


orange or ſtraw-colored ſhaul, which is careleſsly thrown acroſs 
his ſhoulders. He carries no arms about him; which we ob- 
ſerved to be the caſe of all the old men, to proclaim, we ſup- 
poſe, that war is no longer their province. 

There is no truſt to be repoſed in the word of a camel- 
driver. We ſent to the ſhaik at five o'clock in the evening, 
to requeſt our final audience; and found to our ſurprize, that 
Hadgee Uttalah was with him, to demand our journey to be 
poſtponed until the morning. Ibrahim remonſtrated in our 


name againſt this proceeding, and the ſhaik was enraged at its in- 


ſolence. But his anger was of as little conſequence as our regret. 


There was no prejudice now to be removed, but an obftacle more 
inſurmountable. The camels are not ready, and there is no help 


for the delay. 
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It is a matter of the Stel ſurprize to a rational being, to 
perceive mankind given to falſehood, without a beneficial end in 
view. And no where, as I have had occaſion elſewhere to ob- 
ſerve, is this practice ſo frequently to be met with, as among the 
Arabians. By telling one lye, the camel-drivers have reduced 
themſelves to the neceſſity of adding an hundred to it. On their 
coming to us this morning, we reproached them with their du- 
plicity in the preſence of the hakeem; and demanded to depart 
immediately, as the only recompence they could make us for our 
many diſappointments. On this the whole myſtery was unravel- 
led. We found that ſome of their camels had been ſo much fa- 
tigued in their late expedition, that they were not able to travel 
before. But it is their genius to diſguiſe the truth at all times; 
and they made uſe of a thouſand ſhifts to evade our departure, 
rather than diſcloſe the real ſtate of the caſe. Our diſpleaſure 1 is, 
therefore, rather directed at their folly, than their villainy ; and 
now we have got to the bottom of the affair, our chagrin is con- 
ſiderably leſſened at this unexpected detention. We have even 
conſented, by their advice, to poſtpone our departure until night; 
hen our movement will be more private, and not interrupted by 
the croud of mendicants which await our charity. This ſtep was 
enforced by the hakeem's report, who recommended, by all means, 
that we ſhould ſet out after dark. 

At nine o'clock we attended the hakeem to the ſhaik's hou, 
to receive our pals, and to take our leave of our benefactor. We 
arrived there in the midſt of a trial of the camel-people, for a 
"oLDery on the deceaſed Mahomet. After fitting about half an 

dur in a kind of lobby, we were adviſed to ſend in our names. 


On doing this, we were uſhered into the room where the court 
Was 
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was held, and after the uſual ſalutations, we were ſeated on a 
raiſed place to the right of the ſhaik. His politeneſs dictated a 


\ 


few queſtions to us, after which he proceeded to the trial. We 


were not ſorry to have our curioſity ſatisfied in this particular ; ; 
and we attended with great patience to the proceſs. There is no 
jury in this court of juſtice, nor any judge but the ſhaik, whoſe 
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been 
given by the witneſſes, they are croſs-examined by the grandees, 
who compoſe the council. The ſhaik liſtens attentively to all 
that paſſes, forms a judgment of the fact, and at length pro- 
nounces the final ſentence. At eleven o'clock we made a mo- 
tion to take our leave, and were diſmiſſed by the good old man 
with an hearty benediction, and very cordial wiſhes for the ſuc- 
ceſs of our journey. In our hearing he repeated the charge to 
Hadgee Uttalah, to put us down at the Engliſh factory at Cairo ; 
and not to return, without 4 letter under our hands and ſeals, to 
adviſe him of our ſafety, ſat the peril of his life. To ſecure his 
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the ſhaik alſo directed, 
that the family of gee Uttalah ſhould be placed under a 
guard, as the : reſt hoſtages for the integrity of his conduct. 
Our hearts were full enough at the idea of parting with this 
amiable character, but this laſt proof of his more than paternal 
care of us, had ſuch an effect upon our feelings, that we were 
glad to retire, a conceal the ebullitions of our gratitude. The 
uniform greatneſs of ſoul which diſtinguiſhes this Mahometan, 
will encourage rangers to enter his country without fear, And 
it is not unpleaſing to us to reflect, that our misfortunes may 
contribute to the ſecurity of future travellers. They called forth 
the virtues of this prince from the ſhade of obſcurity; and will 


be a leſſon to his ſubjedts, ever to reſpect the rights of hu- 
manity. _ 


As we returned home we were joined by the little Turk, who 
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was fo affidnious to engage our company by water. We are 
concerned to ſeparate from him, but he declines our offer to ac- 
commodate him by land. He confeſſes, however; that he is 
Under no apprehenſions for us, though he does not chuſeè to 
riſk his property in the deſart. There is ſomething” inexplicable 
in this; but our confidence in the ſhaik is too firmly rooted, to 
be ſhaken by the ſuſpicions of others. We obſerved that the 
Turk was much dejected at our approaching departure; and 
partly gueſſing at the cauſe, when we got home, with the con- 
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his 
| hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in- 
ſtantly brightened up at this preſent; and he reſumed his face- 
tious diſpoſition during the day, which he dedicated to us. We 
had already been indebted to his aſſiſtance in preparing for our 
journey; and the major now gave him the charge of his china 
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. 
We alſo obliged the Turk with many odd things, which were 
ſuperfluous to us. But he had ſome trouble in conveying them 
out of the houſe, from the vigilance of the domeſtics, who were 
doubtleſs directed by their maſter to Rave an 4 3 to Wire mo- 
tions. | 

Now we have ſeen our laſt of the ſhaik, the hakeem intimates 
that he cannot part with us, without a further gratification. 
This Abaſſee! this flave ! who cannot fit down in the preſence 
of his maſter, though raiſed by his favor to the government of 
this city, has the aſſurance to aſſume airs of conſequence, and 
to truſt to our moderation for putting up with them. Beſides 
our former gifts, he came in for one of the ſhauls which we re- 
covered from the vizier, who, in our opinion, was as much en- 
titled to it as himſelf. He is now deſirous of my filver hookab, 
though Ibrahim has informed him of its being packed up. Its 


value chiefly lies in the workmanſhip ; and it is more curious 
2 een 
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| than: be to me. To prevent further importunities, I have ſent : 


it to this fellow, though it gave me the trouble of unpacking 


a trunk. Iam ſenſible that he would be degraded from his 


office, were the ſhaik acquainted with his behavior. But he too 
much confides in our former. concealment of his meanneſs, to 


be afraid of the conſequences : and builds upon our generoſity 


to repeat the offence. - The ſhaik has already been put to ſo 
much trouble on our account, that we would overlook a great 
many. 1mpoſitions, ſooner than . diſturb his repoſe with freſh 
complaints. We have already cauſed ſome changes in his ad- 
miniſtration ; and it would be in us but a bad requital for all 
his favors, to foment differences DEetIvern. him and his favorite 
ſervants, on. light occaſions. | 

We quickly experienced the good effects of our compliance with 


the hakeem's humor. He ſent for the camel-drivers, to remind 


them of the treatment which they were to give us on the road; 
and ſettled the œcmο my of our journey, and other points, which 


they had diſputed with Ibrahim. When the ſun ſets, the ca- 


mels are to be brought to the door to take up our baggage, 
which is now reduced to half of its original bulk. After ſup- 
per we are to bid our long- wiſhed- for adieu to Ghinnah ; which 
it muſt be remembered, we owe to the virtue of one man! 
At ſun- ſet Hadgee Uttalah came haſtily to our houſe, and told 
us, that as we had paid ten dollars apiece for the other camels, 
he expected fifteen to be paid him, for the prime beaſt he was to 
ride himſelf. We were congratulating ourſelves before we were 
quit of this griping caſt. We knew the ſhaik had preſented him 
with the price of this very camel, but the fellow had timed his 
application ſo well, that we were fain to comply with it. We 
were about to ſet off, and neither our haſte nor the late hour, 
would have admitted of our communicating the affair to the 
maik. We had no money remaining that the Arabs knew of ; but 
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the old i fo got over this difficulty, by offering to take our note 


of hand, payable at Cairo. We were the more reconciled to this 
expedient, as it ſeemed to intereſt our conductor in our arrival 


at that city. 


Our baggage was placed upon the camels, and we took” our 
leave of ſeveral people who had been civil to us; particularly the 
guondam hakeem, in whoſe behalf we had ineffectually exerted 


ourſelves with the ſhaik. At nine o'clock we mounted our 


beaſts, with the ſame number of attendants as when we left 
Coſire: an Arab related to Abdul Ruſſar, ſupplying the place 
of the Indian Fakeer. We directed our way towards the great 
moſque by which we entered the city, where we are to take up 
our water ; accompanied by the hakeem and a party of horſe, 


who paid us this compliment by the order of the ſhaik. 


When we came to the watering-place a new matter was hatched, 


more ſcandalous than any they had yet attempted. We had paid 


for fifteen camels, and given a promiſſory note for the hire of 
another. Now it was that ſome of the owners of the camels, 
(of which there are three beſides our conductor) applied for 
three additional beaſts, under pretence of lightening our baggage, 


which they did not concerve would have turned out ſo heavy. 


Much altercation now enſued, We were juſtly nettled at a de- 
mand which had all the appearance of an impoſition; and 
loudly called upon the hakeem to take us back to his houſe. 


We threatened to acquaint the ſhaik in the morning with their 
ill uſage. Nay, we even pretended to have changed our minds 


touching the route ; and declared that we would rather hazard 
ourſelves on the river, than among people, who preſumed to treat 
us in this manner. This reſolution ſeemed to alarm them. 
They prevailed upen the hakeem to vouch for their honeſty. They 
declared that the propoſal was meant purely for our intereſt. 


To prevent our baggage from being left among the mountains, 
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and to ſecure our lives in caſe of an attack, it was neceſſary for 
us to travel with light camels. That we knew not the arduous 
undertaking in which we had engaged ; or we ſhould ſcarcely 


heſitate to conſult the only means, to ſmoothe the difficulties — 
fore us. Their application had indeed been too late. But to de- 


monſtrate their ſincerity, they were content to be at half of che 4; 


expence, rather than be in want of the camels; and to take our 


note for the fifteen dollars, payable at Cairo. The candor of 3 
this offer reconciled us to the expence; and we had experienced 2 
too many delays to contend any further ab6ut it. One of the 
owners returned to the city to collect the additional camels, and 5 
bring them after us. At eleven o clock we moved on, and were 


ſtill accompanied by the hakeem, whom we ſtrongly ſuſpected to 
be concerned in the laſt manœuvre of the camels. He preceded 
us for about a quarter of a mile on the road ; when the troop 
faced ſuddenly round, and, after paying us a complimentary ſa- 
lute, went off at a full gallop towards the town. We con- 
tinued our march in a chearful mood, and going to the north, 


ſoon left the trees and the river behind us. Our way lay through 


a ſtony and uneven ſoil; and the moon is too young to aſſiſt 
our camels to pick out their road by night. At two o'clock we 


halted, and ſpread our carpets upon a very rugged and uncom- 


fortable place. We were three hours in motion, but find that 
our diſtance from Ghinnah does not exceed five miles. I have 


here affixed a map of Upper Egypt, where the reader is preſented 


with the courſe of the Nile, and 1 purſuc our route through 
the deſarts of Thebais. 
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I awoke at day-break with my eyes much inflamed and i 
ordered. I have felt a weakneſs ; in them for ſome time, which 
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nn from a cold in my head: and after leeping under 


cover for this month paſt, it is natural that the night air ſhould 


have a bad effect upon my eyes. 1 dread the j journey a little on 


this account, and ſhall not be ſurpriſed to have a confirmed hu- 


mour in them before our arrival at Cairo. We are prevented 
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up. 
At eight o clock Hadgee Uttalah ſet off for Ghinnah in ſearch of 


them, and was accompanied by his ſon. As this movement 


preſented us with a proſpect of remaining here the greater part 
of the day, we erected a kind of tent with a cloth ſtretched 
over our baggage, beneath which we made a ſhift to creep, to 
a us from the ſun. But we had but a difagreeable time of 

What with the ſuſpence, the heat of the weather, and ſome 
ee which were propagated among us, of the honeſty of 
our camel-drivers, the hours paſſed very heavily. It was whiſ- 
pered to us by Ibrahim, that theſe fellows were not prepared for 
our expedition; and had only brought us out here to deceive the 
ſhaik, who was enraged at their delay. As a proof of this, he 
told us at ten o'clock that the camels were about to leave us. 


We ſallied out of our neſt on this alarm, and found on enquiry, 


that the camels were only going to the Nile, to fill up the ſkins 
with water. But the folly of Ibrahim and the reſt of our ſer- 


vants, was very near being productive of ſerious conſequences. 
They were of opinion that we ought to return with the camels 


to Ghinnah, and to apply to the ſhaik for a more truſty conductor. 
Never, until this moment, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated ſo 
much from propriety. But the honeſty of his intentions gave 
them a weight, which I am convinced they would not otherwiſe 


have had; and it was actually debated amongſt us, whether we 


ſhould return or not! So precipitate and ill- adviſed a ſtep, would 


not only have betrayed our unconquerable jealouſy of the Arabs, 
but in all likelihood, have ſunk us in the eſteem of the ſhaik. 
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It was happily over-ruled; and the camels were permitted to 800 
quietly on their neceſſary errand. | 


At two o'clock the camels returned; and on n numbering the 


water-ſkins, we found them to amount to thirty. This is a 
great ſtore; but, from our former experience, may prove little 


enough for our wants, before we reach the next watering- place. 
We would not break upon our proviſion, as our journey was not 
commenced; and made a ſhift therefore to dine upon dates and 
bread. At four o'clock we were agreeably ſtruck. with the ap- 
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the. Arab who went. laſt night. 


in queſt of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee 


came without his ſon. On enquiring into the reaſon of this. 
diminution of our guard, we learn that the ſhaik has detained 
the ſon, as a pledge for the ſincerity of the father. We infer 


from this, that the ſhaik was not pleaſed with our delay here; 
and has therefore exacted this new hoſtage from our conductor, 


to expreſs his diſſatisfaction. 


Our baggage was now replaced upon the camels; oat a full 


hour was loſt in diſputes among the owners, touching the bur 


dens to be aſſigned to their ſeveral beaſts. Theſe were, how- 
ever, at length adjuſted ; and at five o'clock. in the evening, we: 


left the ground with eighteen camels. in company. Our way, 


ſtill lay through a ſtony plain; and about ſun-ſet we mounted 

a craggy hill, from whence, we were agreeably ſurprized with a. 
fudden view. of the river below. The land continues barren. 
until-within a mile of the banks ; on which, buried in a ro- 
mantic wood, we diſcerned the buildings of Dundarah, a town 
of which I have before ſpoken *. The want of population can. 


* According to the learned Dr. Pococke, there is a temple of Iſis in good pre- 
ſervation at Dundarah, but no remains of that of Venus, ſo much celebrated of 


old. The peculiarity of their ſituation, prevented the author and his companions 


from. indulging their curioſity at that, or. any other place in the neighborhood. 
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Over in the dark. This! is a mortification to us; but we muſt 


hills, but could not procure another peep at the river. It is not 


borhood. At half paſt eleven we halted to the eaſtward of a pro- 


fart; and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild 


8 * wal. 
be the onty: reaſon; that a deſart mould extend itſelf to the vi- 
cinity of the fineſt river in the world. And to the genius of a 
M ahometan government, muſt that want be alone attributed. 
As we defcended the hill, we loſt ſight of the wood and water; 
and muſt bid adieu for ſome time, to ſuch a regalement to our 
ſenſes. At ſeven o'clock we halted for the night. The Arabs 
tell us, that the roads are too rugged and dangerous to travel 


put up with having come but ten miles in two days, which is 
our preſent diſtance from Ghinnah. Our courſe has, however, 
been northerly, and we are ſo far in our route to Cairo. 


SATURDAY, 6th SEPTEMBER. 


At half * ſive this morning we reſumed our march. My eyes 
are ſtill bad, and I have ſuffered great anguiſh from them on the 
road. The heat particularly affects them, though I defend them 
as well as I can from the fun. As we went along we ſtarted ſe- 
Vere deer ; but they are too wild to admit of our getting a ſhot at 

The road {till continues rugged, and we aſcended ſeveral 


likely that we are far from it by the courſe we keep, though it will 
behove us ſhortly to maintain a reſpectable diſtance, to avoid the 
parties of Ibrahim Beg, which are ſaid to hover about its neigh- 


jecting hill, under whoſe friendly ſhade we ate an hearty meal of 
bread and meat. Our laſt ſtage was ſix hours, or fifteen miles. As 
we came up to this place, we diſturbed a poor deer, that had ſhel- 
tered itſelf here from the ſun. Theſe animals abound-in this de- 


beaſts, or venomous creatures in our peregrinations, I conclude 
Egypt to be free of vs nnn the fables of antiquity. 
In 


9651 

= In India we e conſider it as a thing almoſt certain, to find tygers 
near an herd of deer; which they are always obſerved to follow as 
their uſual prey. When our dinner was ended, we laid down to 
take a nap. The hour was inviting thereto, and the ar we ers 
to make here, admitting of the ſweets of repoſe. 

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttalah ——— my 
eyes to be much inflamed, and very kindly proffered. me ſome re- 
lief. The Arabs generally carry a medicine about them, for the 
cure of a diſorder to which they are ſo ſubject, from the duſt and 
heat which incommode their country. Experience muſt haye 


proved the efficacy of the medicine; and I was ſo remote from | 


any hopes of aſſiſtance, that I even. ventured to: ſubmit my eyes to 
the hands of this quack. The medicine is of a black thick conſiſt- 
ence, and, on his introducing it with an inſtrument into my eyes, 


occaſioned a momentary ſmart. - At four o'clock we purſued our 


journey, and keeping the ſame direction, without varying the 
ſcene, at ſeven o'clock we reached the foot of a prodigious high 
mountain, which we cannot aſcend in the dark. Here, therefore, 
we took up our abode for the night. The laſt ſtage was three 


hours, or ſeven miles, ſo that we compute ourſelves to be thirty- 


three miles from Ohinnah. Our courſe Ms has been N. N. E. 


SUNDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER, 


The Arabs have a very nad cuſtom of drinking coffee, 1 
they leave their ground in a morning. This we have adopted, 


and find it much more efficacious in taking the chill off the ſto- 
mach, than the old Engliſh preſcription of a dram, with Which 


we are, perhaps, luckily unprovided. By fix o'clock, we had 


accoutered our camels, and, leading them in our hands, began to- 


aſcend the mountain on foot. As we mounted the ſteep, we fre- 
quently bleſt ourſelves that we were not riding, a as the path was 
2. | ſo 
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10 narrow, the leaſt falſe ſtep muſt have ſent the bealt dn 1 
bordering precipice. But it muſt be confeſſed, that the camel i = 
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the moſt ſure-footed of all beaſts of burden; nor do 1 recollect in 
this fatiguing march from ſteep to ſteep, that my camel ſtumbled 
once. We were upwards of an hour climbing this mountain, and 
on the top found an extenſive plain. But the proſpect from hence 
was obſtructed by the adjacent heights, which in ſome places 


overlooked the ground we were upon. We travelled about two 


hours on this mountain, where'we found a ſenſible differ ence in 
the ſharpneſs of the atmoſphere, and at nine o'clock began to de- 
ſcend. We once more diſmounted our camels, which we had rode 


over the level ſurface, and haſtened down the declivity, in a third 
of the time which we took to go up. The path winded round the 


ſide of the mountain, and to our left an horrid chaſm, ſome hundred 
fathoms deep, preſented itſelf to our view. It is ſurprizing no ac- 
cident befel the loaded camels, whoſe harneſs is ſo bad, that they 


were frequently ſtopped in the middle of a deſcent, to adjuſt the 


baggage which had been diſcompoſed by the violent motion of 
the animal. When we gained the bottom, two of the camel- 


drivers puſhed forward to ſee if they could ſhoot a deer. We have 


but little dependence upon their matchlocks, which muſt be reſt- 
ed to take a good aim: and though my companions have mulſkets, 
they will not riſk their reputation by trying their ſkill, as they 


have not balls that fit their pieces. We winded through the val- 


ley, where we met with numerous thorn- trees in full bloſſom and 
fragrance; and after a long march, halted at half paſt one o'clock 


to the eaſtward of an high hill. Juſt before we reached this place, 


a ludicrous circumſtance enough happened to nie. I had loiter- 
ed about two hundred yards behind, in company with three of 
the Arabs, who ſuddenly ſtopped my camel, and, by ſigns, for- 
bade me to proceed. This abrupt behavior rouſed me from a re- 
Vere in which I was 8 3 and, on my attempting to go on, 


they 
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they ill FEET me, and frequ 
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ſal.”. I looked immediately. for my. companions, . who, I percely<. 
ed, were treated in wle ſame manner; and I was ahout to have re- 
courſe to my arms, in order to force a paſſage to them, when, 
behold! a fine buck ran acroſs the road in front of us, which was 
followed by the report of a piece. The myſtery was now unra- 


velled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greateſt per- 
plexity I had ever experienced. This had ariſen from my imper- 


fect been with the language. The Word. 4 Hafer 


to be a deer in * 1 quickly ee the Wag and; laugh- 


ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, that we 
did not dine upon veniſon to-day. We had recourſe, however, to 


our potted mutton, of which we muſt be ſparing, as our conductor 
and the camel owners expect to partake of it. We did not lay our 


account with this partition, but will ſubmit to it, rather than put 


theſe people out of humour. The laſt ſtage was ſeven hours and 
an half, or nineteen miles. 

At half paſt three o'clock we were mounted. again, and going 
through the ſame valley, i in about an hour, reached the bottom of 
another ſteep mountain. We were obliged to lead our camels up, 
and in about half an hour gained the ſummit, where we found 'E 
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o'clock 


we came to the extremity of the mountain, when our advanced 


guard alarmed us with the news of a party of camels being in the 


vale. As it was a ſuſpicious place to encounter any of our own 


ſpecies, we all took to our arms, and aſſembled on the deſcent, 
which was ſo craggy, and ſo perpendicular, that, ſmall as our 
numbers were, we were enabled, by our ſituation, to have coped 

with a multitude of enemies. The ſtrangers had obſerved our 
motions, and drew up in a body below to wait the reſult. We 
counted no leſs than thirty camels, and deduced therefrom, that 
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we ſhould have two to one againſt us, in caſe of hoſtilities. To 
gain intelligence, however, of the diſpoſition of the ſtrangers, 
Hadgee Uttalah himſelf deſcended into the valley. He ventured 
himſelf unarmed, as a token of peace; and we were not a little 
impatient to behold the interview which was about to take place. 
We were deeply intereſted in its event; and, circumſtanced as we 
were, it is not ſurprizing that we ſhould doubt of its ſucceſs: But 
we were happily deceived in our ideas. No ſooner had Hadgee 
Uttalah approached the new party, than he was recognized by one 
among them, who ran with open arms to receive him. He was 
preſently encompaſſed by the reſt ; and we , could diſcern that he 
was ſerved with coffee and bread. This ſtaggered us in our op1- 
nion of theſe people's profeſſion; and we began to. conceive that 
they might be travellers like ourſelves, who, in theſe critical times, 
had explored the deſart, in preference to the river. And we were 
now confirmed in this 'coneeit, by the ſigns which: Hadgee made 
to us to deſcend. Theſe ſigns were interpreted to us by ous 
Arabs, who told us there was nothing to fear.. We obeyed, there- 
fore, and went down the hill in as good order as: the path. would. 
admit of. We were met at the foot of it by Hadgee, who conveyed 
us and our baggage to x ſpot at ſome diſtance from the ſtrangers, 
and then returned to them. Many were. the. embraces and con- 
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both 
ſides. The firſt thing we learned was, that water is to be pro- 
cured in this valley, which has induced our gentry to. halt here 
and repleniſh our ſkins, We arrived here at half paſt ſix o clock, 
ſo that our laſt ſtage was three hours, or ſeven miles. 
While Hadgee Uttalah was engaged in an earneſt converſation 
with the leader of the other party, Ibrahim and Abdul Ruſſar came 
to us with looks of ſurprize, and informed us, that they had diſ- 
covered the ſtrangers to be whãt we at firſt apprehended a band 


of robbers. That they had overheard one. of them boaſt, that this 
-Þ band 
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band took the forty camels near Coſire during our ſtay in that 
town —an anecdote which I before mentioned and that on the 
banks of the Nile, they had plundered a caravan but a few days 
ago, with the ſpoils of which they were now returning to their 
own country! It may be imagined that we were not a little ſtartled 
at this intelligence. The novelty of the circumſtance did not di- 
miniſh its unpleaſantneſs ; and our ſituation was as alarming as 
uncommon. We were turned adrift 1 in a wide deſart, and, in caſe 
of oppoſition, were to depend upon our arms, and the fidelity of 
our Arabs. Even conqueſt would not avail us, were we obliged 
to fight againſt our guides. In the deſart only could we look for 
ſafety in this hoſtile land; and we had no clue to unravel its 
mazes, ſhould we be abandoned by our people. Theſe were the 
firſt reflections which ſuggeſted themſelves; but our minds were 
preſently relieved by the aſſurances of Hadgee Uttalah, who now 
joined us. He made no ſcruple to acquaint us with the profeſſion 
of the robbers ; but added, that they had as much regard for their 
word as other people. They happily knew him, which was in- 
deed the faving of an effuſion of blood. For, on the ſcore of 
friendſhip, they had pledged their word to him, that they would 
not meditate the leaſt wrong againſt us. We might truſt them 
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had never been known to break their 
faith on ſach occaſions. After this prelude, we were the leſs ſur- 
prized at a propoſition which they had made him, to accompany 
us to Cairo. Hadgee himſelf recommended to us to accept of it. 
Our intereſt, he ſaid, was every way concerned in it. They would 
ſerve us both as guides and protectors, in this unfrequented 
waſte: and where they once- adopted a cauſe, it was their cha- 
racter to promote it at the expence of their blood. Had we diſ- 
_ truſted this panegyric, it was not for us to. diſſent againſt the 
opinion of our conductor, who was actually the maſter of our 
perſons and effects. The pledges he has left at Ghinnah will pre- 
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hilt His tig s charge warttönly, arid dil this FI My ut ch 
j uncture. we have fallen into precious company and it behoves 
us to be on our guard as much as poſſible. Never did heroes in 
romance plunge into greater perplexities; and were not this 
narrative well atteſted, it might Rem here to breathe the air of 
fiction. But the good gemus which preſided over every adven- 
ture we have atchieved, 1 we Nai conduct us > Tel through 
tlie preſent. e | 
At ſeven o'clock the camels belong t to the robbers went on 
for Water, and left their captain and a guard only with their bag- 
gage. This was a proof of confidence; but we betook ourſelves 
to bed, with our arms by us as uſual, and got as much ſleep as the 
cold would admit of. I was fo unfortunate as to be {tripped of my 
night- cloak at Ghinnah, and have no defence but a chintz cover- 
lid againſt the ſharpneſs of the wind, which is due north, and as 
cutting as I ever felt it out of Europe. When we begin to travel 
at night, the motion will make us leſs ſenſible of the cold. This 
| | valley 1 1s, by our reckoning, fifty-nine miles from STAR. Our 
3 c.ourſe Ke has been N. W. 


1 MONDAY, 8th SS TEMBER. 
5 I awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ca- 
W mels belonging to the robbers were not returned from the ſpring. 


_— 
3 
ED 


Their baggage lay within view of us, among which I learn there is 
coffee, ſugar, and ſail-cloth, which they have lately taken, and ate 
carrying for ſale into the neighborhood of Cairo. At day-break 
our camels were alſo diſpatched for water, and left only Hadgee 
Uttalah and the owners of the camels: with us. As there was no 
hope of our decamping before noon, to amuſe myſelf after break- 
faſt I ſat down to tranſeribe an ode, in the compoſition of which 
I was diſturbed Yeſterday by the adventure of the deer. My camel 
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is the lazieſt of the ſet, and affords me frequent opportunities 


for muſiug, by lagging behind the reſt. A pretty place for in- 


ſpiration, truly! methinks ſome eritie cries. But as gay ſcenes 


give birth to gay ideas, ſo the verſe portrayed in a deſart, can- 


not fail to partake of its ſtrong and gloomy coloring. Thoſe 
readers who are of a diſpoſition to reliſh ſuch a picture, may 
look to che Appendix; where, to avoid breaking the thread of 


my fubje&, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the ob- 
jects it deſcribes, it is chiefly calculated for the —— ne 
heart; to which I beg leave to addreſs it. 


It ſeems that robbery is no ee profeſlion among the . 


Arabs, while they confine their attacks to the people of other 


diſtricts. Their friends and acquaintances may encounter theſe 
banditti without violation; and it is ſeldom known, that they 


lay their own countrymen under contribution. Our Arabs have 
fallen under the former deſcription, and it is to this extraordi- 


nary obſervance of faith, that we ſhall be indebted for our 


eſcape. Their cuſtom is to make excurſions into diſtant pro- 
vinces; and to return to their own, with all the plunder they 
can collect. They conſider it rather as carrying on a petty war, 
than as an infringement of the rights of mankind ; and in this re- 


ſpect, perhaps, have as much reaſon and juſtice on their fide, as 


moſt of thoſe heroes who have deſolated the earth, and whoſe 
crimes only want to be diveſted of the vain eclat of uncommon 


actions. The government itſelf winks at theſe proceedings, which 


enrich its ſubjects ; ; and while the delinquents keep beyond the 


immediate cognizance of juſtice, they have nothing to appre- 
hend from its reſentment. And if it be conſidered, that many 


of their aſſociates are men who have been guilty of no offence, 


but have been obliged by the crimes of ſome of their family, to 


take refuge in the deſart, to ſnun the vengeance of individuals, 


we ſhould be the leſs ſurprized at meeting with an inſtance of 


humanity 
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| humanity and forbearance among them. The cruel. poliey of 


their laws has peopled the waſte ; and driven men of fair cha- 
racter to mingle with the OW and to PEY on "Us dias tra- 
veller'! 


The captain af the gang Was 0 to us by 1 


Uttalah at breakfaſt, and took a cup of coffee with us. He is a 
bold, laughing villain, of a middle ſize, but large limbed: and 


would be well- featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep 
ſcar, which contracts his upper lip, and betrays the loſs of ſe- 
veral of his fore- teeth: the effects we ſuppoſe of one of his ren- 


counters! There is a freedom in his behavier, which gains 
him our confidence. Far from being aſhamed of his way of 


life, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two pair of 
morocco ſlippers, a Turkiſh veſt, and other articles of dreſs, for 


fale. Theſe we readily purchaſed, to conciliate his good opinion ; 


and neceſſity muſt excuſe our receiving ſtolen goods, knowing 
them to be ſtolen. Abdul Ruſſar bought an Alcoran, and other 


religious books, the plunder perhaps of ſome poor prieſt ; and 


Ibrahim a French horſe-piſtol, which will be of more ſhew 
than uſe to him. Theſe things we have procured for at leaſt a 


third of their value: and Hadgee Uttalah has ſatisfied the rob- 


ber, for which we are to account with the former at Cairo. We 
have been careful to inſtil into our own people the belief of our 


being deſtitute of money; or God knows, what miſchief the diſ- 
covery of our real treaſures might produce againſt us. Our for- 
tune is very peculiar. We might have gone this road a thouſand 


times, without encountering theſe freebooters. Had we arrived 
at this paſs but halt an hour later, we ſhould have mifled of 
them, as they were haſting through the valley to get water, and 


dreamed as little as ourſelves, of ſtumbling upon human crea- 


tures in this unfrequented waſte. But the event only can de- 
cide, whether the meeting be propitious or not. We have often, 
during 
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during, our journey, had occaſion to applaud Pope's celebrated 
maxim, that“ whatever is, is right. And though ſo flattering 
to our intereſts, may we not hope that even this will prove a 
freſh teſtimony of it? The dealings which we have had with 
their captain, ſhew that he means to act upon the ſquare. 
with us ; and we are ſtill encreaſing our. debt with our Arabs, of. 
which they are to look for payment at Cairo. 
"Mt eleven o'clock their camels returned from the ſpring, and 
had their intentions been hoſtile, they could not have found a 
better opportunity to execute them, than in the abſence of a 
great part of our force. But their ideas were of an oppoſite na- 
ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli- 
ment to Hadgee Uttalah; and nothing went forward but pre- 
parations for an entertainment. This fleſh the Arabs eſteem be⸗ 
yond all other; and as they prefented us. with a piece, our 
ſtomachs were not pampered enough to refuſe taſting of it. 
Though we had eaten our humble repaſt, we had ſufficient 
appetite to find the meat tender and woll- flavored. It is coarſe 
enough, however, and might be miſtaken for bull- beef. 
At three o clock our camels returned, with the ſkins filled 
with good water. There is a feaſt however among the Arabs, 
which cuts off our expectations of getting away before the 
evening. Were it not for the delay, we have not ſpent a dif. 
agreeable day in this valley. It is ſo deep and fo narrow, 
that there is ever a ſhade to the eaſt or weſt ſide of it, and a 
draft of wind drawing N which alleviates the noon-tide | 
fervor. | 

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to- night. 
NMadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on 
our account, we cannot in decency but ſtay, until the ſtrangers - 
have dreſſed and prepared it for the journey. This will take up 
until dark, and we have another craggy mountain to paſs over. 

a oft . 
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As the PRINT probably ſubſiſt at Cairo, the old man po 
to us a plan, to carry us to the place of theſe robbers” refidence, 


This ! is ſituated near the river, and but a few hours diſtant from 


that city, where he will accompany us in a boat. And the rea- 


ſon he gives for this manœuvre, is plauſible enough. His camels 
run a riſk of being preſſed for the war, ſhould he venture them 
to Cairo. Notwithſtanding it was the Shaik UI Arab's poſitive 
direction, that the camels ſhould ſet us down at the Engliſh fac- 
tory, and the ſcheme itſelf is not wholly to our mind, we muſt 
have that conſideration for theſe poor creatures property, as not 
to hazard it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyet there, 
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore, 
given our conductor the latitude to act for the beſt. r not to 
forget our intereſt while he promotes his own. 

The crackling of fires was now heard on all ſides, and the menial 
Arabs were buſy in turning the large joints upon the glowing em- 
bers. Some were dealing out their ſcanty allowance to the camels; 

while others unſheathed their glittering blades, to portion out the 


night s repaſt. Meanwhile the chiefs were aſſembled apart, 


ſtretched upon the hides of ſome ferocious animal, once roving and 


| lawleſs like themſelves. Their arms were thrown peaceably by 
them; while from each mouth, a long protended tube diſpenſed 


the fragrant fumes of Perſia's weed. Ponds of bold hardiment are 
now retold : and each vain-glorious boaſter is hero of the fre- 
quent tale. His province, war! and man, his ſpoil ! Thus fleet 
the hours, 'till languor creeps upon the band, and quick reſigns 
them to the arms of ſleep. 


TUES DAY, gth SEPTEMBER. 


The night was ſharp as uſual, which occaſioned us to lie longer 


this morning to comfort ourſelves. We did not move off our 


ground 
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ground until half 18 ſix o clock, and the robbers then were not 
ready to accompany us. They deſired us however to proceed, 
and promiſed to follow ſoon after. For three hours we winded 
through the valley we ſlept in, and about ten o'clock, began to 
gain the high ground by a regular aſcent. The reſt of this day's 
journey was continued over a ſucceſſion of hills and dales ; where 
the road was ſo intricate and broken, that nothing but a camel 
could get over it. The appearance of the road is ſo frightful in. 
many places, that we do not wonder, why our people have hither- 
to laid by in the night. The air is ſo piercing on the hills, that 
we feel not the leaſt 1 inconvenience from the meridian ray. The 
ſun, indeed, is far to the ſouthward in this month, and we daily 
haſten, to our great comfort, from each other: add to this, we have 
turned our backs upon him. We can already pronounce this j Jour- 
ney to be of a different complexion from our laſt. The roads, it is 
true, are more difficult and dangerous; but the ſeaſon is ſo much 
changed for the better, that we ſcarce know what it is to thirſt, or 
to ſuffer any but a partial heat. At one o'clock we entered another 
valley, which we traverſed until half paſt two, and for want of a 
breeze, found it comfortably hot. Here we halted, and were not 
lucky enough to gain the leaſt ſhelter from the ſun. The change 
was diſagreeable enough from our late ſituation in the high ground. 
We paſſed ſuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat. 
Extremes by change more fierce.” This valley we found to be 
the proper watering-place : the ſpring we met with yeſterday, 
being only known to the robbers who haunt the waſte. Our ca- 
mels were accordingly diſpatched to repleniſh the few empty ſkins, 
and to drink themſelves, againſt the long thirſt they are to expe- 
rience. We ſprang a brace of partridge and ſeveral quail in this 
valley, which has good cover of fragrant ſhrubs. The laſt ſtage . 
was no leſs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon- 
ing, we are but ſeventy-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our courſe 
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W * been N. N. W. We now: fee that yeſterday was PU 
ſolutely a loſt day, and if we travel at this rate, our Wenn as 
well as patience, will ſoon fail us. 

It was whiſpered about that the robbers had 1 A different 
route. We had been here near two hours, and there were no 
figns of them. This made us ſuſpect, that they had amuſed us 
with the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether 
the ſeparation would be to our advantage or not, when a little 
after four o'clock, I ſaw the captain of the robbers with two at- 
tendants, advancing towards us with a quick pace. Shortly after 
the whole band appeared in fight, according their ſteps to the tune 
of a ſong, and ſeemingly careleſs of the ſun-beams and of the 
world beſide. They make a formidable figure, and are trebly 
armed to what our party are. How different is the fact from 
what was reported of their diſciphne and arms! Beſides his 
matchlock, which is ſlung behind his back, each man has piſtols 
in his girdle, a ſabre on his left fide, and a hanger on his right, 
while in his right hand he brandiſhes a ſpear. They are alſo in 
general better mounted than we; and our having out-marched 
them to-day, muſt be attributed to the additional load they 
have carried in the fleſh of the camel. The principal part of our 
force was abſent, and they had another fair opportunity of at- 
tacking us to advantage. But very amicable was their ſalutation; 
and they only thought of ſending their camels to the ſpring, w which 
met our's returning thence. This we find will detain us here un- 
til the morning, and is the ſecond delay which theſe people have 
occaſioned us. We learn that we are to march for three days on 
the mountains, before we deſcend towards the Nile, where we are 
to water next; which argues the RUIN of going n hence 
with full ſkins. 


WE DNE 8 D AY, roth SEPTEMBER, 


1 
& 3. * 


We v were late as uſual in \decamping this morning. The Atiibs 
ſcem not to reliſh the morning air, and make up for the delay, 'by 
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day: a 
circumſtance not over and above agreeable to us. But, perhaps, I 
ſpeak chiefly for myſelf, whoſe eyes are ſtill weak, though on the 
mending hand, and much incommoded by the rays of the ſun. 
Our ſatisfactions are ſeldom without their alloys. In a converſa- 
tion we had with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our 
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of his 
countrymen. He had the aſſurance to laugh at the idea of the Shalk 
Ul Arab, who he ſaid was nobody here; and added, that were it 
not for himſelf and his companions, we ſhould have been ſtripped 
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the deſart, deſti- 
tute of food and raiment x. There was ſomething in this picture 
that did not flatter our jmaginations. Our pride was alarmed ; 
and we quickly retorted, that we never would be reduced to ſuch a 
condition, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But 
in ſpite of this fellow's arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain 
him in our intereſt. We commended his fidelity, and appeared 
thankful for his friendſhip, which we promiſed to ſhew a proper 
ſenſe of on our arrival at Cairo. His behavior, indeed, is quite the 
reverſe to that of Hadgee Uttalah, who is not only a quiet, civil 
body, but one, who ſpeaks of his ſovereign with deference and re- 
ſpect. | 
At half paſt fix o clock we began to aſcend a mountain neatly 
perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be- 
Rr2 ng 


This very ſituation has ſince been the lot of a company of Europeans, between 
Suez and Cairo, The miſerable end of thoſe who periſhed in this horrid manner, 
thould redouble our ſenſe of our providential eſcape, 


} 
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ing ſkittiſh, or perhaps uneaſily laden, ſuddenly threw his burden 


from his back, and diſordered the whole body. My trunks pitched 
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom; and I am in- 


debted to good luck, that they were not broken to pieces. The 


contents which ſuch an accident would have publiſhed to the rob- 
bers, might have awakened the ſpirit of rapine which lay dor- 


mant within them, and tended to diſturb the preſent harmony 
- which ſubſiſts between us. Ibrahim was ſent down to replace 
the baggage, and found one of the robbers very kindly aſſiſting 


the driver in that office. We were near an hour leading our ca- 
mels from one aſcent to another, before we conquered the ſum- 
mit; and for three hours rode over a plain, where neither ſhrub 


nor buſh was to be ſeen. At ten o'clock we deſcended into a val- 


ley, where we halted to breakfaſt. In this valley, we found plenty 
of provender for our cattle: Roſemary buſhes, and other ſhrubs 
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the deſart, are 


ſtill, perhaps, without a name. Though theſe ſcented plants are 


the uſual food of the camel, it is remarkable, that his breath is 


inſufferably nauſeous. But when he 1s puſhed by hunger, he de- 
vours thiſtles and prickles indiſcriminately, without the leaſt da- 
mage to his mouth, which ſeems proof to the ſharpeſt thorns. The 


laſt ſtage was four hours, or ten miles. 
At half paſt eleven we mounted again, and traverſed the 


valley for an hour and upwards, when we climbed the moun- 
tains once more, by as narrow and craggy paths as human feet 
ever trod. As we overlooked the preci pices beſide us, I diſco- 
vered ſeveral channels apparently worn with water, and am con- 


vinced in my own mind, from theſe and other ſigns, that either 


the Nile formerly branched into this deſart, or rivers ran here 


whoſe ſprings are now choaked up. Dumb are their channels 
and their fountains dry.” The very neighborhood of the Nile 
has undergone one of the unaccountable viciſſitudes of ſublu- 


nary 
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nary * : and the population of Upper "ry has ſhrunk 


to the. narrow. compaſs of the river, which waters her extenſive 


domain 
The band of robbers her in our rear, and have hitherto 


halted at an agreeable diſtance from us. This conduct we ap- 
prove of much, as their mixing with our ſimple ſervants might 
be productive of diſcoveries, not to our advantage. At half paſt 


four, we entered a. valley, where we dined luxuriouſly in the 


ſhade. We are much ſurprized to find that our biſcuit runs 
ſhort. This will ſoon: oblige us to meſs with the Arabs, and to 


eat of their flour "cakes baked. in the aſhes. But while we 
keep our healths, we ſhall ſcarcely complain of our food, what- 


ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, 18 the perſon 
on whom we mult depend for the manufacturing theſe cakes. 


He is a droll, who plays a. thouſand antic tricks to divert the 
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave 
than fool about him. Ibrahim was always too indolent, to ad- 
miniſter” to our wants of this kind. And as to Abdul Ruſſar, he 
has been of little or no ſervice to us, ſince the. leap he made 
for his life at the houſe of Mahomet. - He has been long reco- 
vered of his bruiſes, but they ſeem to have cooled his zeal for 


our intereſts. The laſt ſtage was five hours, or twelve miles 


and an half. At eight o'clock we moved on with the benefit 
of a tine moon, and kept winding through the valley until half 


paſt eleven, when we ſtopped at the foot of an high hill 
for the remainder. of the night. The laſt ſtage was three hours 


and an half, or nine miles; and we-are by computation one 
hundred and ten miles from Ghinnah. Our courſe to-day has 
been to the eaſtward of north. 


THURSDAY, 
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We detamped in ſuch hafte this morning, that we were dil 


appointed of our coffee, and marched away with empty ſtomachs. 


We led the camels up the hill before us, and for two hours 
paſſed over ſuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not 


pretend to mount our beaſts. At eight o'clock, we began to 


deſcend into a deep valley, by one of the moſt dangerous roads 


we had yet beheld. On each fide of us were perpendicular 
ſteeps, ſome hundred fathoms deep. But the traveller's atten- 
tion ſeems to be purpoſely diverted . the danger, by the 
magnificent objects which ſurround Here he ſees pointed 


heaps of the brighteſt cryſtal, that ene the eye with their 
glittering luſtre : while ever and anon above his head, tre- 


mendous to behold ! columns of the fineſt granite, rent-from the 


mountain, ſeem ready to bury him beneath their tottering 
weight. On every part is ſuch a wild confuſion of hanging 


precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chaſms, that we might 


well cry out with the poet Chaos is come again.” Whoever 
can tnead theſe rude retreats, without being ſtruck with the ſub- 
limeſt ideas of that Almighty Providence, who preſides as well 
amid the gloom and filence of the deſart, as in the noiſe and 
gaiety of the city, muſt be as dead to the emotions of fancy 


as to a ſenſe of devotion. Yes, omnipotent Father! to thee we 


truſt for our dehverance from the perils that ſurround us. It 


was through this wilderneſs thou didft lead thy choſen people. 
It was here thou didſt manifeſt thy ſignal protection, in ſnatch- 


ing them from the jaws of deſtruction which opened upon every 
ſide. Though leſs deſerving of thy regard, we deſpair not of a 


- proſperous iſſue to our wanderings : and in the hope of thy ſup- 


port, we look with indifference on what may befal us ! 


7 


TL nl 

At nine o'clock we ended a gentle acclivity, where we 
mounted our. camels, and: rode over level ground until half 
paſt ten, when we halted among ſome ſhrubs, to feed our beaſts 
and to breakfaſt. The laſt 3 was 15 85 Ws and an W. or 
eleven miles. 5 

At half paſt W we alia our journey, which Gil 
lay upon a plain. As we went along, we ſtarted two or three 
deer, which were the firſt living creatures we had met upon 


theſe heights. At two o'clock we came ſuddenly upon a dreadful 


chaſm in the road; which appears to have been the effe& of an 


earthquake, It is about three hundred yards long, one hundred 
yards wide, and as many deep; and what is the curiofity, in . 


the middle of the gulph a ſingle column of ſtone raiſes its head 
to the ſurface of the earth. The rudeneſs of the work, and the 
aſtoniſhing length of the ſtone, announce it to be a © /u/us na- 
ture,” though the robbers declared to us, that beneath the co- 
 lumn there lies a prodigious ſum of money; and added, with a 
grave face, they have a tradition, that none but 2 Chriſtian's hand 
can remove the ſtone to come at it. We could hardly keep our 
countenance at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which 
would have been worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this 
gulph, which is called Somah; and leaving it behind us, we 
entered a valley where we found a very craggy road. We con- 
tinued our courſe through this valley until half paſt five 
o'clock, when we halted under the ſhade of an hill to dine. The 
laſt ſtage was fix hours, or fifteen miles; and a very fatiguing 
one it proved, during the hotteſt part of the day. The robbers 
kept nearer to us than uſual, and encamped on the ſame ground. 

Here our Arabs diverted themſelves with ſhooting at a mark, 

at which they are very dextrous. It is neceſſary for them, how- 
ever, to reſt their pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath 
our markſmen in fair mating. The example of our people 


animated 
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animated thoſe in the other quarter: aud thete' Was nothing 
heard but the report of fire- arms, during our ſtay here. The 


robbers were much delighted with a muſketoon belonging to us, 


whoſe execution upon the rocks was more terrible, and whoſe 


report more loud, than they had any conception of. They re- 
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock miſſes fire more fre- 
quently than a „ although the nn . a match in lieu 


1 flint. 


A eight o'clock we mounted again, and reſumed our courſe 
through the valley by moon-light, until half paſt ten, when 
we ſtopped to take our repoſe.” The laſt ſtage was two hours 
and an half, or ſix miles; and by our reckoning, we are one 
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courſe to- 
day has been N. by E. and N. FO W. 


"FRIDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER. 


We did not begin our march before half paſt ſix o'clock 


| this morning, by which time we had broken our faſt with a diſh 


of coffee. We directed our courſe to the weſtward, to gain on 
the river; as this is the fourth day ſince we filled our water- 
ſkins, which make but a light appearance at preſent. We ſoon 
entered upon a very extenſive plain, ſcattered over with a va- 


riety of odoriferous ſhrubs, and bounded on all fides by lofty 


mountains, whoſe tops were loſt in the clouds. After the 
heights we have paſſed, it is no pleafing proſpect to behold new 
difficulties to conquer. But alas ! fatigues ſeem daily to multi- 


ply upon us. Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps ariſe.” 


— As we went along we perceived the freſh tracks of numbers of 
deer, which we ſuppoſe had taken to the hills on our approach. 
The nearer we go to the Nile, the leſs ſterile is the face of the 
country. The ſoul in many places is mixed with clay, and ſeems 
10 | capable 


; Eo 1-5 
| bis 1 cultivation. At half paſt eight o'clock we halted i in a ſpa- 
cious opening between the mountains, which leads due weſt to 
the river. Here the Arabs tell us we muſt remain, while the ca- 
mels fetch water from the Nile, which is about twenty miles 
diſtant. As the war ſtill rages there, they do not think it pru- 
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have encamp- 
ed by us, and diſpatched their camels on the ſame errand. This 
delay will prolong our journey a day at leaſt, and conſequently 
the time we are to ſpend with theſe honeſt fellows. They are, 
however, on their good behavior with us; and as long as they 
keep their word with our conductor, we are bound to ſpeak well 
of them, whatever may be their general character and profeſſion. 
We ſhould have ſpent a diſagreeable day here, had we not fixed up 
ſuch a tent as we contrived at our firſt ſtage from Ghinnah, to 
ſhelter us from the ſun. But there was no ſtanding within it, 
nor any mode of entrance but upon our knees. This inconve- 
nience, however, is not to be mentioned, among others which 
we have long ſuſtained, Chairs and tables we have been utter 
ſtrangers to for ſome months; and it is no longer awkward to 
us to feed ourſelves with our fingers. 
While we waited for the return of our camels. we were 1 
about noon by the report of two cannon. It came from the river, 
and we began to apprehend that there might be troubles in our 
neighborhood. Remote as we were from the ſcene of the diſpute, 
the ſight of our camels might occaſion an enquiry from either 
party, which might end in the diſcovery of our retreat. Theſe re- 
flections were not of a very conſolatory nature; nor did our ſitu- 
ation call for foreign evils, to render it leſs enviable. But we were 
not otherwiſe diſturbed, than in our imaginations. Every thing 
remained quiet during the day ; and though the Arabs, as well as 
our ſervants, repeatedly declared, that they heard the firing of 
more Cannon, we ne it to fancy or fear, and attended very 
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patiently to the iſſue. We were indeed engaged in another mat- 
ter, which at firſt had a ſerious couritenance. - We found that our 
coffee and ſugar was expended, and that the camel: drivers were 
in want of more ghee, notwithſtanding the large ſtock which we 
laid in of theſe articles. Now it was that we became ſenſible of 
ſome of the good effects of the company of the robbers. What 
we ſhould have ſought for in vain in their abſence, their captain 


has ſupplied us with, at half the prices which ſuch articles bear at 


Ghinnah. Hadgee Uttalah has ſettled with him for the amount, 
which we are to repay at. Cairo. In truth, the conſcience of this 


robber is no leſs wonderful than his manners. He is eaſy of ac- 


ceſs, and yet carries a proper command over his party; and by his 


own example teaches them to be civil, and even obliging to us. 
We would willingly make him a ſuitable acknowledgment for 


this behavior, but do not think it ſafe to produce money, or to 
depart in the leaſt from our profeſſions of poverty. It was with 
the greateſt pleaſure imaginable, that I could oblige him in a 
trifling point: with a couple of razors, which he ſaw in my ſer- 
vant's hands, and expreſſed a deſire for. 

As the night advanced, our anxiety for the fate of our camels 
encreaſed. They did not return before eleven o'clock, and were 
abſent upwards of fourteen hours. They went to an unfrequent- 
ed inlet of the river, but ſaw a countryman, who informed the 
drivers, that Iſmaul Beg had repulſed the gallies of Ibrahim Beg, 


and diſperſed his forces upon the banks of the Nile. We are pro- 


bably indebted to the horrors of the deſart, that we have not en- 
countered any of the fugitives, who, to ſhun famine here, have 
choſen a route more formidable in point of human perſecutions. 


This place, we underſtand, is nearly oppoſite to the town of Suadi, 
on the Nile; and as our ſtage. to- day was but two hours, or five 


miles, we are, by our calculation, 149 miles from Ghinnah. 
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At half if pal ſix ihis morning we left our and} and tuelle | 
over a plain until nine o'clock, when we entered a broad valley, 
and at ten halted among ſome buſhes to breakfaſt. We now began 
to be in the ſame meſs with the Arabs. Our own biſcuit was out; 
but it was with no indifferent ſtomachs that we partook of their un- 
leavened bread. This is made of flour to be ſure, but flour in the 

coarſeſt ſtate: and what with the making and baking, the reader 
may conceive that the bread is of a tolerable blackneſs, before it 
comes to our hands. We moiſten this food with ghee, and crown 
the repaſt with a diſh of coffee, and adraught of water. I declare, 
for my own part, that I never enjoyed one, at any period of my 
life, with a better reliſh.” So beneficial are exerciſe and ſobriety 
to the health! and ſo ſucceſsful is neceſſity in overcoming the force 
of habit ! I may ſpeak confidently on the former heads, in regard 
to myſelf ; as my conſtitution is none of the ſtrongeſt, and I have 
been ever ſubje&t to head-achs, and nervous complaints. But 
none of our company bear the fatigues of the journey better than 
myſelf; or have been bleſt with a greater ſhare of health during 
our reſidence in theſe parts. The humour in my eyes was but an 
external diſorder; and, thanks to our conductor, did not much 
trouble me after the application he made to them. The laſt ſtage 
was three hours and an half, or nine miles. | 

At eleven o'clock we mounted again, and purſued our route 
through the valley, which is pretty thickly covered with ſhrubs. 
Nothing is ſo diſagreeable as to go for any length of way through 
a place of this kind. The poor camels will ſtop at every buſh to 
fatisfy their hunger; and, did humanity admit of depriving them 
of this ſcanty ſatisfaction, neither words nor blows could induce 
them to mend their Pace. At one o'clock we gained, by a gentle 


„„ | 1 8 aſcent, 


#1 . 


Tt 316. * 


alt; upon a plain, ſtony and bare of verdure. We left the hill 
in our rear, and toiled onwards over the barren flat in an hot ſun 
until four o'clock, when we entered a valley ſtored with roſemary 
and other ſcented buſhes, We winded through it until half paſt ' 
four, when we halted to refreſh' ourſelves and cattle. It muſt be 
obſerved, that we found no. ſhelter from the ſun at either of our 
halting-places to-day, which has rendered it the moſt irkſome one 
during this journey, The laſt * was five hours and an half, 
or fourteen miles. 

At eight o'clock we med on with a fine moon. The night 
was very ſharp and cold, though I faced it without putting on 
any additional covering. The Arabs wrapped themſelves up in 
their cloaks ; and, with the aſſiſtanee of their pipes, contrived to 
baffle the piercing wind, which is by no means agreeable to their 


feelings. Each man is provided with a flint and piece of | 


ſteel. To the ſteel a bit of leather is affixed, which takes fire on 
the firſt ſtroke, and is ready to light his matchlock or pipe. An 
_ unlucky accident had like to have befallen Mr. Hammond, from 
the uſe of theſe flints. A ſpark of fire fell unknowingly upon the 
| leather-bag which contained his ammunition ; and had he not by 
chance perceived the ſmoke iſſuing from it, in a few minutes it is 
probable he would have felt the ſevere effects of the exploſion. 
This alarm occaſioned us to change our poſition, and we kept to 
the windward of the Arabs. during the reſt of the march. Our 
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would 
be next to an impoſſibility to find the way over theſe ſtony flats, 
where the heavy foot of a camel leaves no impreſſion, the different 
bands of robbers have heaped up ſtones at unequal diſtances, for 
their direction through this deſart. We have derived great aſſiſtance 
from the robbers in this reſpect, who are our guides when the 
marks either fail, or are unintelligible to us. If it be conſidered, 
that this road to Cairo is ſeldom or never trodden, it is no wonder 
3 _ | 5 that 
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that our Aravs's are W at a loſs for the courſe. we are 


but the third, and, perhaps, may be the laſt company of travel 


lers, who have ventured to go by this route, ſince the diſturbances 
have ariſen upon the Nile. Our little Turk at Ghinnah was par- 
ticularly averſe to it; and though both his perſon and merchandize 


would in all probability have enjoyed the ſame protection as our- 


ſelves, we are well enough pleaſed that he did not encounter the 


trial. The truth of it is, the Turks are very tyrannical maſters, 
and the Arabs ſeize every opportunity to repay their obligations 


in kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take our repoſe in the 
open plain; and fenced ourſelves from the cold wind as well as 
we could, with our baggage. The laſt ſtage was four hours, or 
ten miles; and, by our reckoning, we are 180 miles from Ghin- 
nah. Our courſe to-day has been N. E. and during me latter 


part _— N. 


SUNDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER, 


We decamped at half paſt ſix o'clock this morning, and pur- 
ſued our courſe over a level country. T he river, we are told, 
runs within ten or twelve miles of us; but we dare not approach 
it, whatever attractions it may poſſeſs. On the road we paſſed: 
the ſkeleton of a camel, which now and then happens in the de- 
ſart. Theſe are poor creatures that have periſhed with fatigue ; 


for thoſe which are killed for the ſuſtenance of the Arabs, are car-- 


ried away, bones-and all together. Of the hides are made the 


ſoles of the ſlippers which are worn in Egypt, without any dreſs- 


ing, but what the ſun can give them. The circumſtances of this. 
animal's death, when his ſtrength fails him on the road, have 


ſomething in them affecting to humanity. Such are his patience 


and perſeverance, that he purſues his journey without Hagging, as 
en as he has power to ſupport its weight; and ſuch are his 


fortitude 
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: fortitude ax ſpirit, that he will never give out, until nature Gals - 
beneath the complicated ills which preſs upon him. Then; and 


then only, will he reſign his burden and his body to the ground. 


Nor ſtripes, nor careſſes, nor food, nor reſt, will make him riſe 
again! His vigor is exhauſted, and life ebbs out apace This 
the Arabs are very ſenſible of, and kindly plunge a ſword into the 
breaſt of the dying beaſt, to ſhorten his pangs. Even the Arab 
feels remorſe when hè commits this deed: his hardened heart is 
moved at the loſs of a faithful ſervant ! Peace then to thy re- 
mains, unhappy ſon of want and woe ! May no rude wind dif. 
turb thy bones, no impious hand remove them from the reach of 
paſſing eyes]! At ſight of them the traveller ſhall drop a pitying 
tear. Thy force! thy gentleneſs! thy giant form! thy toiling 
days! thy hapleſs end! ſhall ruſh' upon his mind, and loudly 
claim this tranſient tribute! So may he hope to paſs. ſecure the 
horrors of the waſte—ſo may the beaſt which he beſtrides, eſcape 
thy fate! E's 147 


At ten o'clock we halted in the fon to breakfaſt; among ſome 


thiſtles, which is all that the plain affords our poor camels. 
The foil here is gravel, intermixed with chalk and ſtone. The laſt 
ſtage was three hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we 
reſumed our march, over one of the moſt extenſive plains in the 
univerſe. Not a hill, not a tree appears; and the eye, as on the 
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The ſun here was very 
powerful; and the wind blowing over the chalky ſoil, proved 


more troubleſome and diſagreeable, than we have found it on the 


journey. We travelled the whole day without reſting, though | 
we were obliged to pull in our camels once or twice among ſome 
buſhes, to refreſh them with a mouthful of food. At five o clock 


we approached a range of high mountains, which run weſtward 


to the Nile. We ſtopped within a league of them, until the cap- 
tain of the robbers and ſome of the Arabs puſhed on to ſurvey the 
OY pak, 
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paſs,” Which! 1s fnatimes: frequented: by their fraternity. We 
moved ſlowly after them, and at ſeven o clock overtook them under 
the hills at the entrance of the valley, and were happy to find 
there was no appearance of danger. We ſheltered ourſelves be- 
hind a thick ſpr eading buſh to ſleep, as the north wind blew pe- 
culiarly cold. Here my ſervant diſcovered a ſnake under his bed, 
which the Arabs tell us is poiſonous. But it had no tokens of 
being ſo, if 1 may be allowed to judge from the variety of ſnakes | 
which I have ſeen in India. This laborious ſtage took us up eight 
hours and an half, or twenty-two miles, ſo that we are by our reck- 


oning 212 miles from Ghinnah, Our courſe to-day has been to the 
weltward of N. 


. Y, 15th SepTeMBER. 


We were in motion by fix o'clock this morning, and advanced 
towards the hills, to which we judged we were ſo near by the light 
of the moon. But it was a full hour before we entered the val- 
ley that divides. them. Here we found plenty of provender for 
our camels, who get but a meaſure of beans per diem each, beſides 
the food which they pick up in the way. A flender allowance in- 
deed, for ſo large an animal! On all ſides we obſerved the freſh 
ſlot of deer, and of another creature, which I take to be an elk 
from the ſize of the hoof, but which the Arabs call a mountain 
ſheep. Theſe mountains are compoſed. of alabaſter, porphyry, 
and granite z large fragments of Which are ſcattered: about the 
road, either by the force of a whirlwind, or their fall from an 
immenſe height. It was doubtleſs from this quarter, that the 
antient kings of Egypt furniſhed themſelves with the materials of 
thoſe ſplendid edifices, whoſe remains are yet viſible in the princi- 
pal cities of this kingdom. Thoſe lofty columns which have 
| aſtoniſhed mankind at Alexandria and elſewhere, and which have 
70 in 
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been tranſported to Italy at a prodigious 8 were probabiy 
cut from theſe quarries; as the vicinity of the Nile afforded ſuch 
an eligible conveyance to the ſea. This is, in fact, but a conjec- 
ture ; but ſuch as a traveller may be allowed to indulge himſelf 1n, 
were it only to rectify the miſtakes of ſome very "ingenious wri- 
ters, who have ſuppoſed all this profuſion of marble to have been 
brought from above the cataracts of the Nile, and thence deduce 
the inſignificancy of thoſe celebrated falls *.. But to me the pre- 
miſes appear fo ill- founded, that I cannot admit of the inference; 
though it muſt be acknowledged, that accident alone could have 
led a ſtranger to the diſcovery of a quarry, which is unknown or 
unattended to, by the natives of the country. We winded through 
this valley till ten o'clock, when we halted among ſome thorn- 
trees to drink coffee. This ſtage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At eleven o'clock we reſumed our courſe through the valley, 
which is well ſtocked with thorn trees that are large enough to 
throw a ſhade, Our noftrils were ſaluted with a fine odour, as 
we paſſed by the ſnowy bloſſoms that whiten the vale. On the 
road we ſtarted an hare, and ſaw many earths, which this poor 
creature burrows in to defend her from the heat. The wind was ſo 
bleak, that the ſun had little or no effect until towards noon, when 
the weather turned very ſultry. We journeyed the whole day in this 
valley, which in ſome places extends itſelf near a mile in breadth. 
In the afternoon we were alarmed with the freſh tracks of a camel's 
feet, which make a ſtrong impreſſion in a ſoft ſoil. The Arabs do 
not take them to be more than a day old, and pronounce a party 
of freebooters to be at hand. No travellers left Ghinnah later 
than a week before us; and what buſineſs can bring any but free- 
booters into this waſte, is incomprehenſible to us. Danger ſeemed 
to be near us, and ſcouts were ſent forward to advertiſe us of it. 

SP ä be 
* By the teſtimonies of Captain Norden 25 Dr. N theſe falls are really 
inſignificant ; but neither of them penetrated to the ſecond or third cataract. 
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The * were employed in this oe and 1 the facility 
with which they traced the ſuſpicious feet, it appeared how difficult 
it would be to avoid ſuch an expert pack, No hound could run 
truer upon a ſcent; nor do I ſuppoſe, any hound would be 
ſtauncher to the chace. We travelled on, however, without any! in 
terruption, and at fix o'clock halted to dine. We were in need of 
refreſhment, as the laſt ſtage was ſeven hours, or ſeventeen miles 
= and an half. But our meat is quite expended, and we were obliged 
M9 to put up with flour, which alſo begins to run ſhort, for want, we 
H fear, of economy being obſerved among our ſervants, By Hadgee 
H Uttalah's fizft account, we were to have reached Cairo laſt night; 
and nom he talks of two or three days more! This miſtake muſt 
Have ariſen, not more from the delays we have met with, than 
from his ignorance of the country. It behoves us, however, 
to be careful of the little proviſion which remains. 

At eight o'clock we reſumed our march by the light 10 the 
moon, and ſtill found ourſelves in the valley. At half paſt 
ten we halted to take our repoſe. The laſt ſtage was two 
hours and an half, or ſix miles, and by our reckoning we are 
246 miles from Ghinnah. Our courſe to-day has been dire&- 

ed by the windings. of the valley, generally to the a. 
of N. . 


=_ OO TVESDAY, 16th Szrr EIER. 


We decamped at ſix o'clock this morning, and preſently quit- 
ting the valley, which is above thirty miles long, we entered upon 
a plain, over which we travelled for ſome time. At nine o'clock 

we came ſuddenly upon a well, which is fituated among ſome 
broken ground. The fight of a ſpring of water was inexpreſſibly 
agreeable to our eyes, which had fo long been ſtrangers to ſo re- 
frcthing an object. We halted behind the ſhade of ſome buſhes 
T t at 
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at a little diſtance from it, while we breakfaſted, and repleniſhed 
our ſkins with that . article. The laſt ſtage n was dre hours, 
or ſeven miles and an half. i e ee eee OOF ONT Ps 
The morning was very el and pleaſant, an we beheld an 
hazy ſky, for the firſt time, I believe, ſince we have been in Egypt. 
The heavens are uſually clear and ſerene in this upper province, 
where I cannot learn the plague has everextended, during the pe- 
riods of its greateſt rage in Lower Egypt; to which land we are 
now approaching. Hadgee Uttalah tells us, that he will certainly 
put us into a boat on Thurſday morning. We cannot be any conſi- 
derable diſtance from the latitude of Cairo, and have therefore the 
greater dependence on this promiſe. While we were at breakfaſt 
we received a viſit from the captain of the robbers, who expr eſſed 
2 deſire to ſee a double-barrelled piece, which he heard was in my #4 
poſſeſſion. After the honorable treatment which we had received . 
from him, I could not do leſs than produce it. I went further, to | 
pleaſe him, and diſcharged it, to ſhew him the nature of its con- 
ſtruction. He was much taken with the novelty of the invention; 
and after ſurveying it with particular. marks. of ſatisfaction and 
aſtoniſhinent; he returned it to my hands. I mention this circum- 
ſtance; to evince the exceſſive forbearance of this man; whoſe pro- 
feſſion is thieving, and to whom a fire-arm of this kind muſt have 
been a very defirable acquiſition. He had not left us many mi- 
nutes, when one of his followers brought us a prefent of a bag of 
flour, with his maſter's compliments. He had learnt from our 
conductor, that we were in want of it; and though we did not 
chuſe to be under an obligation to him of this nature, we could 
not prevail on him to accept of any pecuniary conſideration for 
it. Alk we could do, was to divide ſome rice we had left, and ſend. 
the half to the captain ; which we had the pleaſure to underſtand 
proved a new and acceptable food to him. This is furprizing; 
_ conſidering the mae on the Delta, which produces ſuch 84 
quantities 9 
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quantities of rice. But we muſt remember, that this robber has 
detached himſelf from the ſociety of cities; and is not likely to 
meet with any but the common grain, in his progreſs Eta 
the waſte. 

We loſt the 3 part of the day at this ſpring. Though 
our ſkins were preſently filled, the camels were yet to drink, and 

we had not bargained for the time which this neceſſary buſi- 
neſs would take up. As the camels could not go to the well, 
an hole was ſunk 1 in the earth below the ſurface of the ſpring, 
over which a ſkin was ſpread, to retain the water which flowed 
into it. At this but two camels could drink at a time; and it 
was fix hours before . our camels, which. amounted to forty- 
eight in all, were watered. Each camel, therefore, by this cal- 
culation, takes a quarter of an hour to quench his enormous 
thirſt; and to water a common caravan of 400 camels at ſuch 
a place as this, would require two days and two nights. A 
moſt unforeſeen and inconceivable le to an uninformed tra- 
veller! . 5 „ 
At three o'clock we ed, our journey, and ſoon entered a 
dale, the moſt fertile we had yet beheld. Here graſs, and a kind 
of wild grain, were intermixed with the fragrant ſhrubs, and 
afforded a very agreeable change to our cattle, who devoured 
the freſh blade with, unuſual greedineſs. The banks on each 
ſide of us, were green and ſloping, and the foil black and ſoft. 
From theſe circumſtances, and the courſe of the dale, which 
winds N. W. towards the Nile, I take it to have been for- 
merly a branch of that river, but which has been long choaked 
up, except in uncommon inundations. As we went along, we 
ſtarted ſeveral hares, and ſprang a brace or two of quail; but 
we are not provided with ſhot to bring them down. At three 
quarters paſt ſeyen. we halted under the bank of the dale, to take 
our repoſe, The laſt ſtage was four hours and three quarters, 
A T2 Or 
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We were ounted: before fire s'tioth this morning, and e 
fing one of our camels, which had ſtrayed, we were obliged to- 
divide his burden among the reſt, and to leave a man behind us to 
took for him. We ſoon quitted the dale, and aſcended the hig 
ground by the ſide of a mountain, that overlooks it in this part. 
The path was narrow and perpendicular, and much refembled: 
a ladder. To make it worſe, we preceded the robbers; and an 


ignorant guide among our own people led us aſtray. Here we 


found ourſelves in a pretty ſituation! We had kept the lower 
road on the fide of the hill, inſtead of that towards the fummit, 
until we could proceed no further. We were now obliged to 
gain the heights, in order to recover the road; in performing 
which, we drove our poor camels up ſtichfteeps;* as we had the 
greateſt difficulty to climb after them. We were under the 
neceflity of leaving them to themſelves; .as the danger of lead-- 
ing them through ' places, where the leaft falſe: ſtep would have 


precipitated both man and beaſt to the unfathomable abyſs 


below, was too critical to hazard. We hit at length upon the 
Proper path, and were glad to find ourſelves in the rear of our 
unerring guides, the robbers, after having won every foot of the 
ground with real peril and fatigue. In the valley beneath us, 
we paſſed by a fountain of fine water. It gufhed from a rock, 

and threw itſelf with ſome --vialence into a baſon, which it had 
hollowed for itſelf below. We had no occaſion for a freſh: 
ſupply but could not help lingering a few minutes to admire 


a ſight, fo pretty in itſelf, and ſo bewitching to our eyes, which 


F | 7 


3 5 


wt 


lad of late" been frangers to bubbling founts and timpid ſtreams. 
At ſeven o'clock: we reached the ſummit of the mountain, and 


” travelled until half paſt ten, over a continued region of hills and: 
dales. This aſtoniſhing jumble l this continued aſcent 1. re- 


calls to the traveller's mind the fabled battle of the giants, who, 
in warring with the gods, heaped hills on hills to ſcale the ca- 


nopy of heaven. They are rude, . and barren, and the 


tracks over them hardly paſſable. In the bottoms the ſoil is 
generally elay, and ſo: moiſt; as to denote our vicinity to the 


Nile, which at this ſeaſon floods the country around. At ſome 


openings to our left we once more beheld this noble river be - 


held him after a: long abſence, ſweeping his majeſtic courſe be- 
tween the towering mountains. We plainly: diſcerned the tops 


of thoſe to the weſtward of his ſtream; and it ſeemed as if he 


had here ſcooped a channel for his rapid waters out of the 


ſolid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at eleven 
& clock halted among ſome ſhrubs, to refreſh-ourſelves and cattle. 
Here our Arab overtook. us with the miſſing camel. The cir- 
eumſtance of his wandering is very uncommon. The camel is 
the moſt ftaid of all ereatures,. and remains: by the baggage dur- 
ing the night without being PR The laſt ſtage was ſix: 
DOES, or fifteen miles. 

At half paſt eleven we reſumed our FER 8 e came to 
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpectedly found' we 
were to aſcend. It was perpendicular, like the one which we 
had paſſed ſome hours before; but what rendered the acceſs more 


difficult, the path which we were to tread, was nearly right up 


and down. The captain of the robbers, ſeeing the obſtacles we 
had to overcome, wiſely ſent all his camels round the mountain, 
where he knew there was a defile, and. only accompanied us with: 


the beaſt he rode. We luckily-met with no accident 3 in climbing. 


this 8 Whieh our. * tell us, is the laſt we ſhall. en- 


counter. 
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cdunter. We journeyed over the top until one O elock, mia 
we deſcended into a valley by a paſſage eaſy- enough.) Here we 
were ſurpriſed with the ſight of a man and a camel, who were 
half - concealed by a ſpreading buſh: Our ſervants were firſt, and 
gave the alarm; upon which the captain of the robbers puſhed 
on his camel at its utmoſt ſpeed, regardleſs of danger, and me- 
ditating, perhaps, the ſeizure of ſome booty. Our Arabs follow- 
ed him, and preſently ſurrounded the man; My companions 
and myſelf haſted after. Our ſituation was difficult on ſuch an 
occaſion.; but we had already determined on the part we were to 
take, ſhould the diſtreſs of a fellow - creature claim our protec- 
tion. We were bound by the ties of honor, to obſerve a ſtrict neu- 
trality towards the robbers, except when they infringed the rights 
of human nature in our preſence. Happily for us all, the man 
in queſtion was no ſubject for their depredations. We ſoon 
came up to him, and found he was a courier, who left Cairo but 
yeſterday, and is proceeding with letters to ſome town on the 
river. He is known to the robber, or it ſeems that he would not 
have ventured through the deſart. He tells us that. all is quiet 
again at Cairo. This news, and the certain vicinity of the city, 
have put us all into good ſpirits. The arduous enterpriſe is nearly 
accompliſhed, and the palm of ſucceſs is at hand ! 

We left the principal Arabs to entertain the ſtranger with 
coffee, and toiled through the valley until half paſt five o'clock, 
when we halted to dine. We were now joined by thoſe Arabs, 
and preſently after by the reſt of the robbers, who had made an 
aſtoniſhing march to overtake us. This ſtage was ſix hours, or 
fifteen miles. After a light refreſhment of bread, we moved on 
at ſeven with the moon, which was now at full, and afforded us 
a clear light to march over an hilly region until twelve o'clock, 
when we ſpread our beds under a bank, to ſnatch a ſhort repoſe. 

The Arabs tell us we muſt be ſtirring before day- break, which, 
added 
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added to our march to-day, pronounces them to be anxious to 
finiſh our toilſome journey. This place is but a ſhort diſtance 
from the river. The laſt ſtage was five hours, or twelve miles, 
and by our reckoning, we are now 308 miles from Ghinnah. 


Our courſe to-day has been N. W. and W. 


1 H URS DAV, 18th Seer EM BER. 


We were rouſed before four o'clock this morning, that we 


might get early to the town where we are to take boat. With- 


out our uſual allowance of coffee, we marched off directly for the 


river, to water our camels. The camel is as ready to drink often 


as any other animal, notwithſtanding the large quantity of liquid 


which his ſtomach can contain. He is the only animal, 
who ruminates—if I may ſo term it his drink as he journeys 
along; and is no more oppreſſed by it, than is the ox with his 


cud, which he chews at his leiſure. We did not loſe much time 


at the river, which we were overjoyed to review. Hence we di- 
rected our march to the northward, along the banks of the moſt 
delightful river in the world. By the late floods it is, in ſome 


parts, double its original breadth, and ruſhes with a noiſy rapi- 
dity to the main. The deſart here ſtretches itſelf to the very 
banks, which appear infinitely more verdant by the compariſon. 


In our way we paſſed by a village to our left, called Vel Hadie, 
and at ſeven o'clock halted at the town of Iſcour, where we ex- 


pected to find a boat. But our expectations were vain ; although 


Hadgee Uttalah went himſelf to the houſe of the principal of- 


ficer, to obtain an order for one. While we remained here, I 


aſcended an eminence without the town, and was preſented with 


the moſt romantic proſpect that imagination can portray. The 
Nile had now ſurrounded a long flip of land, which appeared to 


be in the SORE: of his {tr cam, and diſplayed K bed of diverſified 
9 | green. 
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green. x large "_ 1 its head on a iſland; and OR 
gether formed a ſtriking contraſt to the ruſſet mountains, which 
Overlook his weſtern ſhores. About a mile from this charming 
retreat, buried in the deſart from common obſervation, the rob- 
bers have their reſidence. They attended us thus far, and then 
returned to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the 
road, as the dwellings of their families. Their departure was 
ſecret, or as we call it, was a French leave. Hadgee Uttalah 
inſinuates, that their captain took this ſtep, in order to ſhew his 
diſintereſtedneſs, and to fave us the pain of being obliged to diſ- 
miſs him, without a preſent; If this inſinuation be juſt—and we 
have no reaſon to doubt it=there was a modeſty in this procedure, 
Which would have done credit to a man of the moſt liberal educa- 
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of theſe robbers has been fo 
extraordinary, and the adventure itſelf is of ſo novel a caſt, that 
the reader would ſcarcely excuſe me for parting with them, with- 
out making ſonie obſervations on the ſubject. | 
Of all the different tribes of Arabians which we have met 
with, theſe tenants of the deſart alone, have afforded us un- 
queſtionable proofs of generofity and honor. We had ſought 
For theſe virtues in the courts of princes, and found them in the 
uncultivated waſte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no vain 
diſtinctions of religion give riſe to deſpicable perſecutions, If 
the ſword be drawn, it is never wanton in its execution, and ſtill 
reſpects the laws of friendſhip and faith. Like the ſavage in- 
mates of the wild, theſe robbers rove through habit, and are 
only fapacious when urged by ſtrong neceſſity. Man is their 
Foe, more than they are the foe of man. But to theſe robbers 
alone this reflection will, perhaps, hold. Baniſhed without cauſe 
from ſociety, by the remiſſneſs of the laws, and influenced by 
education to think lightly of their treſpaſſes, why ſhould we 
marvel to hear of people in this ** whoſe morals and 


"© manners 


1 3 1 


manners Foul not diſg race a city? This poſition i is at Tatts $440 


dent: —By the ftrict RAO between them, and the frequent 


trial to which their fidelity 1 is put, they have formed a character 


among themſelves, which is unknown to the reſt of their coun- 
trymen. A character, which has excited this involuntary tri- 
bute of praiſe from a ſtranger ; and Er is, indeed, worthy of a a 


better fate! | 
The laft ſtage was three hours, or ſeven miles. At ten o'clock. 


we left Iſcour, and proſecuted our journey along the banks of 


the Nile. We met with no villages for ſome miles. At one 


o'clock we ſaw the pyramids very diſtinctly, lying to the weſt-. 


ward of the river. Theſe we had obſerved from Iſcour, though 
forty miles diſtant from them; but from their magnitude, con- 
ceived them to have been hills of ſtone. We now were aſcer- 
tained. of our approach to Cairo ; and on my aſkin g our con- 


ductor the uſe of thoſe ſtructures, he told us ſo many fables of 


their origin and riches, as afforded us ample entertainment 
on the road. Not that the dreams of ſuperſtition withdrew our 
attention, from the reality of the viſion which delighted our eyes. 


We were ſtruck with awe, in contemplating theſe amazing mo- 


numents of antiquity. Every thing conſpired to touch the tra- 
veller's mind with the ſublimeſt ideas. The rude grandeur of 


the ſtupendous mountains behind the pyramids ; the aſtoniſhing 
height of the pyramids themſelves, which appear to rival the 
works of nature; the breadth and rapidity of the river which 
runs beneath them, ſo renowned in ſong, and ſo fertile of un- 
common productions, united to raiſe a picture worthy of a 
Brooke's * pencil to deſcribe. Nor did 1 conſider an herd of ca- 
mels, that were browſing. on our fide of the river, as a ſmall 


addition to the magnificence ' of the proſpect, which was com- 


poſed of the moſt gigantic objects in nature! In this march 


* An eminent painter of Ireland, whoſe e in bis profeſſion promiſe to illu- 
mine the riſing glory of his country. 
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two of our camels. were 10 far jaded, as to reduce us to 
diſtribute what little burdens remained to them among the reſt, 
and to leave them at a village on the road. It was now, that 
we acknowledged the prudence of brin ging the additional camels. 
We no longer aſcribed the meaſure to any ſelfiſh views; and 
wholly acquitted the Arabs. of a deſign to deceive us; as the dif- 
ficulties in this mountainous journey were ſufficient to break the 
heart of a camel itſelf. At five in the evening, we arrived at 
Tinnah, a town almoſt oppoſite the pyramids, where we pre- 

ſently procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which, ! 18 but. twelve 
miles diſtant. The laſt ſtage was ſeven hours, or eighteen miles; 
ſo that our journey over the deſart, from Ghinnah to this place, 
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles. 5 
Tinnah is a ſmall but pleaſant town, and ſtands upon the re- 
puted ſite of antient Babylon. There are no veſtiges, however, of 
that ſplendid city; nor any ruins here ſave thoſe of modern edi- 
fices. The houſes are prettily ſhaded with trees, and the envi- 
rons laid out in fields of grain. It is eaſy to account for the ex- 
tinction of antient ruins in a peopled place; but how are we to 
explain this extinction in a deſart, except we recur to the hurri- 
canes of ſand in which they may be buried, or rather doubt their 
exiſtence at once? We met with, many ſpots in the deſart, fit 
enough for cultivation; but not a ruin of any kind, to denote 
the habitations of men. It is probable, ther efore, that the geo- 
graphers of old wrote without adequate information on the ſub- 
ject; and have given cities and tribes to A waſte, which has been 
deſolate ſince the creation of the world 5 
While, we ſupped upon our remaining rice, we were ſur- 
nd d with crouds of people, who beheld us with curioſity, 
and learnt our adventures from the Arabs with ſurprize. At 


nine . 


* They have even exceeded thoſe whom Swift ridicules— 
Who o'er unhabitable downs, 
Place elephants for want of towns.“ 
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nine o clock we : joyfully embarked for Cairo. Beſides ourſelves 


and our domeſtics; Hadgee Uttalah and the camel- owners ac- 
companied us in the boat. By them we promiſed to gratify the 


drivers, who were ſorry enough to leave us. The moon was juſt 


riſen, and without fail or oar, we fell down briſkly with the cur- 
rent. Every thing wore a placid aſpect, and ſeemed ominous of 
the ſtate of the capital. We paſſed by many villages, which ap- 
peared very pictureſque by the pale light of the moon, and at 


midnight anchored on the weſtern bank 1 ad Ge to take a 


| ſhort 1 


* R I D A Y, 19th sz TMA ER. 


About two this morning we weighed, und ſtood into the khalis 
or channel, which runs from the river into the city. This chan- 


nel is of a conſiderable breadth, and was lined on each ſide with 
trading veſſels and pleaſure-boats; which diſplayed convincing 


tokens of the commerce and wealth of the capital of Egypt. The 
ſtrength of the current is here encreaſed, and the boatmen exerted 


no little ſkill in ſteering through the grove of maſts, which roſe like 
a wood around us. The ſhores on either hand of us, were adorned 


with gardens and ſummer-houſes; the dews which fell thickly 
upon our heads, were impregnated with the fragrance of the paſſ- 


ing gale, which “ whiſpered whence it ſtole the balmy ſpoil.” 


Our minds were now diveſted of the perturbation which had ſo 
long poſſeſſed them, and were fitted to admit the charming ſcene. 


It ſeemed to be the effect of ſuch enchantment, as Armida is ſaid to 


have exhibited to regain the affections of her lover. Erewhile we 


| wandered, like Rinaldo, through gloomy vales and dreary waſtes : 


And now, are ſuddenly tranſported to the elyſium he found—to 
ſately palaces and vernal lands. We went under the ſtern. of a 
Turkiſh gate, which was galley- built and carried about twenty 
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braſs guns. She was probably ſtationed here, to protect the chan- 
nel during the late troubles ; but from the bad look- out which 


the Turkiſh failors keep, it would be no difficult matter for an 
enemy to have ſurprized her in the night. 


At. three o clock we arrived at Old Cates, a aſd. drefling 


- ourſelves i in our beſt Turkiſh cloaths, We landed our baggage on 


the wharf, and diſcharged our boat. We were to remain here until 
day-break, and my companions and 1 diverted ourſelves in exa- 


mining the place. In ſtraying about, 1 came to a garden ſur- 


rounded by a lofty wall. On one fide of it there was a latticed 
window, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices 
were entwined with a ſpreading vine, whoſe grapes hung in cluſ- 
ters without. As I was admiring the fruit by the doubtful light 


of the moon, the ſound of a guittar ſuddenly ſtruck my ears. It 
iſſued from the window, and was at times accompanied by a female 


voice. I was too far removed from the performer, to reap the ex- 
cellence of her ſkill; but the novelty of the adventure, and the 
plaintiveneſs of the tune, kept me fixed, as it were, to the ſpot. 
The window was infinitely too high to be ſcaled without a ladder, 
or my curioſity to behold a damſel, whom my imagination had 
pictured out in all the graces of beauty and youth, might have 
ted me into a ſcrape. I was now called away by the Arabs to de- 


part. They preſſed us much to ſend for aſſes, a ſtand of which 


was in the neighborhood, as we ſhould find ourſelves much tired 
by the walk to the Engliſh factory. Our pride was ſtartled at this 
propoſition ; and we perſiſted in our reſolution to go on foot, to 
the great aſtoniſhment of the Arabs, who made no allowance for 
our ignorance of the cuſtoms here. We ſet out accordingly at, 
dawn of day, and left all our ſervants but Ibrahim, to ſtay by the 
baggage, until we ſent camels for it. We found the road none of 
the beſt, and after going for near a mile, along a dead wall that 


ſtirts the channel we had come ud. we entered the new city at a 


* 


little 
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| little paſt fix oclock: The ſtreets began now to be flled with. 


people, and the ſhops diſplayed their various commodities for ſale. 
The or of the hot bread had ſuch an effect upon our noſtrils, 


that ſhame alone deterred us from ſtopping in the ſtreet, to break 
our faſts with ſuch a new and delicious morſel. In ſpite of our diſ- 
guiſe, we were immediately known to be foreigners ; and the croud 
repeatedly expreſſed tokens of ſurprize, which our Arabs told us, 
aroſe from ſeeing us on foot. To obviate this impertinence, we 
enquired if we could not proceed by water. A canal was near 
us, and the Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking barge, 
which took us on board. We were now ſheltered from the ſun, 
which was waxing warm, and were ſhoved along at an caly rate, 
between the rows of lofty buildings that face the canal. Behind 
the lattices on either ſide we diſcovered women, in the Gr eek and 
Turkiſh habits; and one in particular, of uncommon beauty, 
who came to the window to taſte of the morning air. Before ſe- 
ven o'clock we landed in a line with a quarter, called the File 
Mooſty, where the ſeveral European factories are fituated, and in a 
few minutes reached Mr. Baldwin's houſe, of whom ſuch frequent 
mention has been made in this work. T hough a perfect ſtranger to 
our perſons, we were received with great cordiality by this gentle- 
man. Notwithſtanding the many letters which we had addreſſed 
to him, our ſtory was only communicated to him yeſterday, and 
that by the Indian Fakeer, who delivered our letter ſafely, after a 
thouſand difficulties. He was forty-five days on his paſſage ; had 
been taken priſoner repeatedly, by each of the contending parties; 
and eſcaped detention, on account of his poverty and vocation. 
We were glad to find this faithful fellow had received his pro- 
miſed reward, and wiſhed to repeat our thanks to him. i 
Mr. Baldwin now congratulated us on our arrival, which he 

utterly deſpaired of, as ſoon as he learnt our condition. He was ſo 
conſiderate as to apply laſt night to the bey of Cairo, for a letter to 
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the Shaik Ul-Arab for our releals; and to order one of his "1 
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had taken theſe prelimi- 
nary ſteps ; but owned that he was doubtful of their ſucceſs, when 
he conſidered our remote ſituation, and the troubles which agi- 
tated the country. He was equally charmed with ourſelves, with 
the behavior of Iſman Abu Ally; and propoſes to. acknowledge 
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This 
he ſignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his companions in the Ara- 
bian language, which he ſpeaks very fluently ; and deſired them 
to call for our letters and preſents, when _ had ne their 
A buſineſs 1 in this city. . 0 
Now we bade adieu to all anxiety and care. Our troubles ap- 
peared to be at an end, and we were only ſtudious to conſole our- 
ſelves for the loſs of ſociety, which we had ſo long endured. 
Peace was reſtored to Cairo; and the operations of war removed 
to the parts we had come from; whither Ibrahim Beg and the 
fugitive Beys were fled. To recover ourſelves from the fatigues 
of our journey, to inſpect the curioſities of this city, and to pre- 
pare for our progreſs to Alexandria, are the points to which our 
attention is turned. We obtained from the public papers, the 
moſt ſatisfactory accounts of our concerns in England; and no- 
thing occurred to damp the happineſs of this day, which I may 
venture to ſay, was the ſincereſt we had ever experienced. We 
diſpatched camels for our baggage, and in the evening accompa- 
nied Mr. Baldwin to a French merchant's houſe; where we 
found a great deal of company aſſembled to play at cards. 
Among them was à very agreeable girl, of Greek extraction by 
the mother's fide. Her father is a Frenchman, and now at 
Marſeilles ; which has enabled the young lady to obtain a per- 
fect knowledge of the French tongue, and to render herſelf 
very entertaining to travellers who paſs this way. Though her 
dreſs is conſonant to the Turkiſh mode, it by no means diſ- 
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figures her perſon: but has rather ſomething pleafing 1 in /its no- . 
velty, to the eyes of an European. One of my companions. ap- 
pears to be but too ſenſible of the charms of the fair Cecilia; and 
I am told, that this is not the firſt conqueſt ſhe has made over 
the affections of Engliſh paſſengers. . The Europeans who reſide 
here, all conform to the Turkiſh habit; but this is not expe&ted 
from ſojourners like us. As our Eaſtern cloaths therefore Are. 
much the worſe for wear, we intend to-morrow to reſume our 
own dreſs, except at ſuch times as we viſit places where it may 
give offence. The Engliſh nation alone, take this liberty with 
impunity. And I was let into an anecdote of a friend and coun- 
tryman of mine, who went to the houſe of the bey here in a ſhaul 
turban. This, is INE 2 1 5 to Chriſtians of all denomina- 
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We ſtaid within doors to-day, to amuſe ourſelves with the new 
publications from England, and to ſettle our voyage to France. 
There is a French ſhip at Alexandria, which is to fail the begin- 
ning of next month for Marſeilles; and Mr. Baldwin has applied 
to her agent here for a paſſage for us. He intends ſending diſ- 
patches for the Company in this veſſel, and will be better aſcertain- | 
ed of the preciſe time of her departure. 

Miſir Ul Kaira, or the City of Anguiſh, ſo called from the fre- 
quent viſits which it has received from the plague, but commonly 
termed Grand Cairo by us, is ſituated in the latitude of 39* 3'N. 

on an artificial branch of the Nile. Old Cairo nearly faces the 
river; but the New city is removed above a mile from it, and ap- 
proaches to the range of mountains which runs through Upper 

Egypt, and abrupt breaks off here. It is undoubtedly one of 


7 5 1 5 the 
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the fineſt eities in the Eaſt; MY from the pteſent ſtile of archi- 
tecture that reigns among the Orientals, is but a faint commen- 
dation. The houſes are in general built of ſtone, and, being ele- 
vated to ſeveral ſtories, would make a grand appearance, notwith- 
ſtanding the ineleganee of their ſtructure, were not the effect de- 


ſtroyed by the exeeſſive narrowneſs of the ſtreets. This is one of 
the cauſes to which the i ingemous Pr. Mead aſeribes the birth of 


the plague in this capital; but experience evinces, that it ariſes 
from foreign and ad ventitious cauſes. There has not been a plague 
here for theſe ſeven years; which is rendered more remarkable, 


by the commencement of the Ruſſian war at the date of its ceſſa- 
tion. No one can account for this; though a year ſeldom paſſ- 


ed by before, without a viſit from it. I do not recollect if any 
writer has taken notice of a circumſtance, that diveſts this fell de- 
ſtroyer of a conſiderable portion of his terrors in this quarter of 
the world, and opens an ample field for philoſophical ſpeculation. 

The melancholy conſequences of the plague are well known to us. 

The laws have been alarmed at its very name; and our ports have 
been ſo regulated, as wholly to exclude it. The gay metropolis of 
London was formerly depopulated by it ; and, in our own age, we 
have ſeen the flouriſhing city of Marſeilles rendered a deſart by its 
ravages. From ſcenes within the ſphere of his knowledge, an ele- 
gant and ſentimental poet of our nation thus feelingly deſcribes 
its baleful influence: 


T The ſullen or. 
Yet uninfected, on its cautious hinge 
Fearing to turn, abhors ſociety: 
Dependants, friends, relations, Love himſelf, 
Savaged by Woe, forget the tender tie, 
The ſweet engagement of the feeling heart.” 


1 


This picture 3 18 jut ſo far as it relates to this malady 1 in Europe. 
But in Turkey the caſe is altered; and we look in vain for theſe 
ſtrokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed Predeſ- 
tinarians; and are not to be deterred” by the fear of contagion, 
from attending their brethren in diſtreſs. The miſtakes of the 
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity. The 
dying have their exit ſmoothed by the tender offices of friendſhip ; 
and thouſands are ſnatched from an untimely grave, by the force 
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many are plunged into 
this diſtemper, -who might otherwiſe have avoided it; but the 
evil is far outweighed by the good which reſults from it. For 
the diſtemper is by'no means fatal. With care and- attention, 
the greater part of the infected generally recover. I have myſelf 
ſeen a man here, who has had the plague no leſs than five 

times; each of which is diſtinguiſhed by blotches upon different 

parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb. 

One of the moſt noted things here, is an aqueduct which con- 
veys water from the Nile to the caſtle, that ſtands on an hill in 
the eaſt quarter of the city. This aqueduct runs a very conſi- 
derable length. We ſaw it as we came from Old Cairo, and 
were told that its courſe is two miles. It is built of ſtone, and 
lined on each ſide with lofty gothic arches, which give it a very 
noble appearance. It is however a modern work; and cannot be 
claſſed among the antiquities of Egypt. Theſe we are to begin 
upon, as ſoon as our bodies are reſtored to their former vigor. 
But the pyramids and the catacombs are too diſtant for our mi- 
nute inſpection; and we can only regret, that our time admits of 
our taking but a paſſing view of them. Travellers like us, who 
fall by accident into a country replete with the monuments of paſt 
ages, and whoſe tune is not at their own diſpoſal, to gratify the 
deſire of inveſtigating the remains of deenyed A art, can _ {kim 
| XX ergiesd as Tio the 
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the "ODE of the ſtream they would willingly dive into; and 
have but the merit of an inclination to extend information. 
The late changes which happened here, are conſidered of little 
or no moment among the inhabitants. The depoſing of a bey is 
attended with no tumult or bloodſhed within the walls; where 
not only the natives but the European factors, are protected from 
violence by remaining within doors. Though no greater revo- 
lution could have taken place in any goverpment, the whole con- 
teſt ſubſiſted without the gates: and during an obſtinate battle 
at Bulac for the ſovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity 
reigned in Cairo. This idea is carried further here than in any 
other empire. And fo facred do the Turks hold the privilege of 
a man's houſe, that ſcarce an inſtance can be produced a among 
them, of private property being phandered in any revolution in 
the ſtate. A proof of this was recently diſplayed. The fugitive 
beys were, for ſeveral days, 1 in poſſeſſion of the caſtle which com- 
mands the city. When they found it expedient to quit their poſt, - 
they retired with their troops through the ſtreets, and enforced a 
diſcipline, that preſerved the city from the leaſt outrage. Nor 
diſappointed ambition, nor grievous neceſſity, could influence 
them to injure a people, who were devoted to a ſucceſsful rival, 
or repleniſh their finances, by a mode fo. repugnant to their cuſ- 
toms. Be it known to the Chriſtian leaders of war, that theſe 
infidels were baniſhed their capital—yet voluntarily left it in the 
enjoyment of that proſperity, to which they were loſt! 
In the evening we went to the hummum, to. refreſh JO "4. 5 
after our journey. We found it an handſome ſtone cM. 
crowned with a large dome, through which the light is admitted: 
to a ſquare apartment below. In this apartment the company aſ- 
ſemble, to undreſs themſelves for the bath; and here they return, 
to ſmoak and drink coffee after the operation; for which pur- 
poſe the hall is ſurrounded with alcoves. There are ſmall receſſes. 
3 ! on 


T0 3 


on Gery fide of the hall; which coritain cocks or fountaifis of hot 
and cold water, to temperate the bath, agreeably to the inclind< 
tions of every one. The floor is paved with a diverſity of colored 
marbles; and adds much to the elegance of theſe receptatles of 
luxury. The ceremony is pretty nearly the fame as in other parts 
of Turkey; and haying been often deſcribed; there is no need of 
a a repetition here; I will juſt add; that the cuſtom is not only 
cleanly, but healthy to the laft degree; and it is merely the im- 
moderate uſe of it that prevails here, which can occafion its W 
3 by the inn, of N | 
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We were introduced to an * Engliſn latin this morning: 
who is in the ſervice of the bey. He commands the artillery, and 
was on the expedition to Syria, in the year 1774, when Maho- 
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Joppa. During the late diſ- 
putes he was ftationed in Cairo, and retired with the depoſed 

beys into the caſtle. But this was only to ſave appearances with 
the beys, in whoſe power he was. His heart inclined to Ifmaul 
Beg; whom he joined on the retreat of his adverſaries. From 
this officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulars 
of the late revolution. It was quickly conceived, and as quickly 
executed; and appears to have been the reſult of no great in- 
trigues or difficulties, Simple and unintereſting as the event 
may be held by the ſubjects of more ſtable governments, the 
relation of it may give riſe to reflections not unuſeful, to com- 
pariſons not unfavorable to the reader. 
At the death of Mahomet Beg the reins of power devolved to 
gt 0 co 5:5 the 


* This is more than ſuſpected to be an unfortunate charadter, who was 6bliged 


to quit his native country ſome years ago, on on the imputation of a crime of a dark 
lue, 
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the hands of four principal beys. Ibrabim Beg, Morad Beg. 
Muſtapha Beg, and Iſmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire 
of Egypt. The baſhaw, who is ſent here by the Porte, has 
no real influence in the councils. He has not even a voice in 
affairs of ſtate; which he is content to leave to the manage- 
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute 
which the Porte exacts. Nay, the beys have ſometimes car- 
ried matters to ſo high a pitch, that there is an inſtance of 
Mahomet Beg's refuſing to ſubmit to this tax, and denying the 
ſuperiority of the Porte. The fluctuating ſtate of the Turkiſh go- 
vernment, and the war in which it was then involved, prevented 
its reſenting the inſult. But weak as its arms may be, there is no 
doubt of the ſtrength of i its politics in this quarter. This revo- 
lution was certainly countenanced by the baſhaw; and to him 
Hmaul Beg is partly indebted for his ſucceſs, in expelling his 
brethren from an adminiſtration, in which they had practiſed Z 
every ſpecies. of fraud and oppreſſion. 

The conteſt ſuddenly commenced about the end of laſt Jaty: 
Iſmaul Beg marched a body of troops which he had ſecretly col- 
lected, without the gates of Cairo; and ſent a formal challenge 
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide their differences in a 
pitched battle. There was ſomething ſo gallant and open in this 
proceeding of Iſmaul Beg, and his character was ſo far preferable 
to that of his competitors, that he ſoon found himſelf at the head 
of a greater number of partizans, than the allied beys could 
bring into the field. They met him, however, with appa- 
rent reſolution, at the appointed place; and. the two armies ap- 
proached near enough together, for the commanders to revile 
each other for their conduct, in the moſt opprobrious terms. Iſ- 
maul Beg firſt gave the order for the charge, which was executed 
ſword in hand, though there were boats full of artillery, belong- 


ing to each party, at hand, and the troops themſelves were fur- 
niſhed 
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niſhed with Gre-arims. But a thirſt of revenge, and an \ eagerneſs for 


blood, which mark the aſpect of a civil war, hurried them beyond 


reflection; and tempted the combatants to truſt, as they did of 


old, to the ſtrength of their limbs. The conflict was ſharp and 
bloody; but was determined in about a quarter of an hour, in 

favor of Iſmaul Beg, who drove his opponents back into the 
city. Muſtapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egypt; but Ibra- 


him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caſtle, which _ 


declared they would defend to the laſt extremity... 


Their fituation was ſtrong, a and matters for ſome Ft had a a 


promiſing appearance. They maintained a correſpondence in the 
city, and flattered themſelves with ſpeedy relief from Muſtapha 


Beg. But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaſt. Their miſ- 


conduct compleated what their misfortune began. Jealouſies 
aroſe between the chiefs, and entailed a ſudden defection a among 


their adherents. In ſhort, they found their numbers ſo decreaſed, 


that they judged themſelves unfafe in their poſt, and contrived 
the means of eſcape. They retreated at midnight to the Nile, 
where they embarked unmoleſted for r Jie, on boats that * 
been prepared for them. | 


This eſcape was accompliſhed, as nt think, by the connivance 
of Iſmaul Beg himſelf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the 


prefence of his rivals. But he had ſoon reaſon to repent of this 
ſtep. In the courſe of a week, he found the fugitive beys were at 
the head of a conſiderable body of men, which they had raiſed 


u upon the river. This force was ſtrengthened by a fleet of gallies, 


under the command of Muſtapha Beg. To cruſh this: danger in 
its infancy, Iſmaul Beg ſent up a large armament to engage 
them; and had the mortification to ſee ĩt return, vanquiſhed and 
_ diſperſed. The tide was now turned, and ſucceſs ſeemed to de- 
ſert the banners of the victor. Fluſhed with this critical advan- 
tage, Ibrahim Beg hotly purſued the tr oops of his adverſary ; and. 
thought 
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thought of BET "PAY but re-entering the capital, in triumph. 
Terror ;preceded his ſteps, and- Egypt prepared herſelf to ſubmit 
again to his yoke. In this eventful moment, Iſmaul Beg march - 
ed without the walls of the city, and, with the concurrence of the 
baſhaw, who has the charge of it, fet up the ſtandard of the Pro- 
phet; which is only diſplayed in times of extreme danger, and in- 
vites all true Muſſulmen to draw their {words in its defence. This 
manœuvre exceeded his moſt ſanguine expectations. He recruited 
his army, and revived the ſpirits of the ſoldiers to ſuch a degree, 
that, advaneing to meet Ibrahim about the middle of Auguſt, he 
totally defeated him, after an obſtinate encounter. Ibrahim Beg 
is ſaid to have fought very gallantly on this day; and not to have 
quitted the field, until he had two horſes killed under him. He 
fled with precipitation up the Nile, while the remains of his troops 
| ſubmitted to the coriqueror, and has now joined Morad Beg and 
Muſtapha Beg, as I have before mentioned, during our reſidence 
at Ghinnah. He was lately followed by conſiderable detachments 
from hence, which it is expected will compel the unfortunate 
chiefs to ſeek for refuge in another country. 
On his return to Cairo, Iſmaul Beg was univerſally acknow- 
ledged as the reigning bey, and his title recognized by the Porte. 
This is a circumſtance very agreeable to Mr. Baldwin, and the 
European merchants ſettled here, Who were much oppreſſed by 
Ibrahim Beg, and find a ſenſible difference in the deportment and 
difpoſition of his ſuceeſſor. He is an encourager of commerce, 
and diſplays a partiality for the Engliſh, whoſe recent attempts to 
reſtore the navigation of the Red-ſea have excited his admiration 
and efteem. The few executions which have taken place ſince 
his acceffion to power, denote his humanity, and exhibit a con- 
duct which wholly deviates een the 1 line of Mahometan 
SR | 
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Fenn Baldwin to the houſe of # 


Greek lady, who is married to a Frenchman. . She is a native of 


Scio, and, though the mother of ſeveral children, {till does credit 
to the accounts of the beauties of that iſland. She has a daughter 
about ſeventeen, in whom are renewed the charms of the parent. 


Indeed there is no doubt but the Turks poſſeſs the fineſt women 


in the world, whom their vicinity to Greece gives them an oppor- 


tupity of procuring. The brother of this damſel is likely to go 
in the ſame ſhip with us to Marſeilles, where they have a ſiſter 


married: in which caſe, the fair Victoria has given A an 
unkuiling recommendation to our notice. 
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We fallied forth this morning in company with the comman 


dant of the artillery, who is kind enough to be our guide in vi- 
ſiti ting the b 41 of Cairo. A. no WP exit without the 


tent to mount that ann ew the aſs, in onder to bn 4 
veyed to the places which we propoſed to examine. To obtain 
that ſanction, the ſon of a nobleman of the firſt rank and family 
in England, is ſuppoſed to have made conſiderable preſents to 


the bey, when he paſſed through this city ſome years ago. But 


the conſequence was, to protect him from the inſults of the po- 
pulace, there was a guard obliged to be placed about his horſe, 
when he ſtirred abroad. The diſtinction, therefore, was dearly 
purchaſed, on every account. Every thing grows familiar by 
habit; and Eurepeans think no more of beſtriding an aſs here, 


than they would of popping into an hackney-coach in Paris or 


London. It is the common mode of conveyance, and aſſes are to 


be found in every ſtreet, for the accommodation of gentlemen 
who are aſhamed to be ſeen on foot. We were not in this ſecret 
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on che mornin 5 of our arrival here, or we would 1 not > have ſhunned 
a e indignity to incur a profeſſed . 

We puſhed on our beaſts through a number of ckelt FREY 
in our way to the caſtle, which ſtands upon a ſolid rock nearly in 
the center of the city. The ſtreets are univerſally narrow, and 


ſi crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in 
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getting along. But this difficulty was balanced by the coolneſs 
which reigns in them. The narrow paſſage draws a conſtant ſup- 
ply of air; and the height of the houſes affords a ſhade at noon 
to the paſſengers below. We were immediately ſenſible of our ap- 
proach to the caſtle. The ground riſes pretty gradually, until 
we got towards the top of the hill. Here it breaks off into an 
abrupt ſteep, and we diſmounted and left our aſſes with their 
owners, before we entered one of the poſterns of the caſtle. The 
fortifications of this place are in a diſmantled ſtate, though the 
elevation of the hill is a ſufficient ſtrength to people determined 
to defend themſelves. We paſſed through many ſtreets, which 
are inhabited by the domeſtics and dependants of the baſhaw, 
who uſually takes up his quarters in this fortreſs. We directed 
our ſteps to a building, which is reputed to be the hall where Jo- 
ſeph gave audience to his brethren, when they came to purchaſe 
corn in Egypt. This hall is the only remaining part of a large 
and magnificent edifice ; the ruins of which beſpeak the wealth 
and grandeur of its founder. The hall is a ſquare of about ſixty 
feet, the roof of which was a dome, that was ſupported by a 
double row of granite pillars. The dome is fallen in; but the 
' pillars pronounce its former loftineſs and magnitude. They are 
each of a ſingle ſtone, thirty feet high, and about twenty-ſix inches 
diameter. There is a cornice of ſtone above them, which ! is in- 
ſeribed with letters of gold, in ſo obſolete a language, that we are 
told no one is able to 1 7 them. 
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We went from hence to the council-chamber, where he * 


and the beys meet, to deliberate on public affairs. The apart- 
ment is of a vaſt length, and ornamented with relics of moſaic 
work, and pillars of porphyry. At the upper end there is a ſe- 


cluded ſeat for the baſhaw, ſurrounded with green lattices. Here 


he takes his poſt in all the vanity of ſtate, and has the mortifica- 


tion of being privy to councils, in which he not only has no ſhare, 
but which frequently operate againſt his intereſt. There is a 
rope {till depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it 


is ſaid, a bey was once hung, during ſome tumultuous diſputes at 


the council- board. There is nothing improbable in this ſtory. 
But it is not ſo eaſy to account, for their permitting this diſ- 


graceful inſtrument of violence to remain in ſo conſpicuous a 


place. In an adjacent building they ſhewed us ſome arms of 
great antiquity. Among thoſe moſt worthy of note, are ſome 
Roman battle-axes, and a bow of fuch thickneſs and length, 


al would requre the ſtrength of a Patagonian to draw. 


We were now conducted to Joſeph's well. This is another 
work which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indeed; an 
aſtoniſhing monument of labor. It is ſo deep, that a number of 
oxen are conſtantly employed, in raifing water for the accommo- 


dation of the garriſon. There is a team above to raiſe the water 


from a chamber below, fixty feet from the ſarface of the earth. 
To this chamber you deſcend, by a flight of ſteps cut out of the 


folid rock ; and here you find a ſecond team of oxen to draw the 


water to that level. The authenticity, however, of theſe works, 
which boaſt of ſo early an origin, has been much doubted by late 


travellers. . It would be preſumption in us to give a deciſion from 


a curſory view, on a matter which would require a diſpaſſionate 
inveſtigation. Before we quitted the caſtle, we aſcended a 


mount of earth, from whence we had an uninterrupted view of 


the city. It appears from hence not half ſo large as London 
; XY does 
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does from the top of st. Paul's; but the extent of the Nile, 
which has ſpread itſelf into a lake, as far as the eye can reach; 
the cluſter of iſlands which crown the ſilver expanſe ; and the 
majeſty of the mountains which bound the ſmiling ſcene, 
give a noble variety to the proſpect, which London, with al! 
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the 
_ caſtle through the principal gate, which faces the great market- 
place. As we deſcended to it, we paſſed between the houſes, 
where the fugitive beys remained, when * ſhut nes . 
in the caſtle. by” 8 | 
We found our afſes at the gate, wi u had been droughs 
by the direction of our conductor. 3 our return home we 
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap- 
prized of our want of conſequence in this place. We met with 
one of the meſſengers of death, who delivers the fatal mandate 
to the ſubject, who has become obnoxious to the bey. He is an 
officer of the firſt rank, and is diſtinguiſhed by a cap like a ſugar- 
loaf, at the ſight of which every Chriſtian is obliged to diſmount 
his aſs *. We followed the example of our conductor; and as we 
alighted near the palace of Morad Beg, he took us in to ſee it. 
We entered a ſpacious court-yard, and found a ſquare building 
with four handſome faces; but could not get in to ſee it, on 
account of the female fide being inhabited. The women of the 
bey {till reſide here, although he will probably be in exile all his 
life. But ſuch reſpe& do the Turks pay to the characters of 
women, that there is no danger of their being moleſted ei- 
ther in perſon or property, however active the part their rela- 
tions, or even huſbands, may take in a time of trouble. We had 
a teſtimony of this reſpect as we left the bey's palace. No leſs 
than thirty women were returning to it, mounted on mules, and 
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head 


'* The chiaux of the Janiſaries likewiſe exact this compliment from Chriſtians. | 
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to foot, and we are told, that no leſs a puniſhment than death 
would be the portion of any one, who would preſume to remove 
that curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin's about noon, very 
well pleaſed with our morning s excurſion, and not at all diſſatiſ- 
* with the ſpirit and paces of our aſſes. {od 2 
In the evening we walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden b 665 
longing to ſome Franciſcan friars. It is neatly laid out in walks, 
and is an: evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this City, 
We were here joined by a French nobleman, who is ſaid to be 
under a temporary baniſhment from the court of France. He is 
a man of polite. addreſs; and paſſes for a proficient in the polite 

arts. We had a very agreeable ſpecimen of his {kill in muſic, 
as we adjourned to the French factory, to be preſent at a concert 
in which he led the firſt violin, with uncommon taſte and execu- 
tion. Mr. Baldwin bears a part at theſe little meetings, which are 
an admirable relief to a mind engaged in buſineſs. 


9 A T U R D A Y, 23d SEPTEMBER. 


Our epartajre! is fixed for to-morrow evening, ſo that our ſtay 
in this capital will be but ſhort. We would willingly have de- 
dicated another week to ſo celebrated a ſcene; but our buſineſs 
_ interferes with our pleaſures. It is with double regret that we 
now look back to the time which we loſt at Ghinnah, and which 
might have been ſo profitably ſpent in the city and environs of 
Cairo. 

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of us. As ſoon as we 
could obtain money for our bills on London, we had diſcharged 
our notes of hand to Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro- 
miſed dreſs, beſides a gratuity to himſelf and to all the camel- 
people according to their rank, for their care and honeſty in 
bringing us ſafely here. We ſhould not have omitted the cap- 
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haps, was leſs courtly, though not leſs ſincere. We recapitulated 
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tain df the robbers, among the number of thoſe who demanded 


our acknowledgments, could we have promiſed ourſelves the 


certainty of any token of ours reaching his hand. But our 


principal concern was to ſhew our gratitude to the Shaik Ul 


Arab, to whoſe friendſhip we owed more than we could poſ- 
ſibly repay, We could not err in ſuppoſing, that a proof of our 
_ remembrance would make a greater impreſſion at ſuch a diſtance, 


however trivial it might be, than a valuable confideration would 
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to reject 
our offerings ; but ere this came to his poſſeſſion we ſhould have 
quitted the country. We could only conſult the genius of the 


people, to render a ſlight preſent acceptable ; though we did our 


venerable friend the juſtice to believe, that the intention of the 
preſent would be its chief recommendation in his eyes. A Tur- 
key carpet for the uſe of his ſeraglio, and a piece of purple broad 
cloth with ſattin facings, for a veſt for himſelf, were what we 
put up on this occaſion. To theſe Mr. Baldwin added ſome jars 


of French fruits and Italian ſweetmeats, and other rarities of this 
kind, which he judged would be agreeable to the ladies of the 
ſeraglio. We delivered theſe things into the charge of Hadgee 
Uttalah, with a complimentary letter from Mr. Baldwin, and an- 


other from ourſelves. Mr. Baldwin's letter was conceived in 
general terms. He ſpoke of the generoſity, with which the 
ſhaik had behaved towards ſome of the ſubjects of the king of 
Great Britain, and he extolled the merit of the action. He 
thanked him, in the king's name, for this inſtance of his good= 
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correſpondence which had 
ſo accidentally ariſen between them. A correſpondence, he added, 
which had commenced in a manner ſo. much to the honour of 
the ſhaik, and which could not fail to extend his reputation to 
the remoteſt corners of the Britiſh dominions. Our letter, per- 


the 
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the bandie wich, we had received from the ak. We hinted at 
the deſperate ſituation in which his vigilance had diſcovered us, and 
compared it with our preſent happy circumſtances. - The change 
we aſcribed entirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability 
to tranſmit him a more liberal token of our gratitude, and en- 
treated him to conſider the tender which we had preſumed to make, 
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow- 
ledged the fidelity of the camel-drivers, who had enabled us to 
comply with his laſt injunctions, and to call the world to witneſs, 


that our high ſenſe way 1 faxors would only ceaſe to exiſt with 
our lives. 


\ Theſe letters were 1 into Arabic by Mr. Baldwin? s inter- 


og Sufficient praiſe cannot be given to that gentleman for 


the intereſt which! he took in this affair. Our tribute, ſuch as it 


was, has already been paid him. It remains only for his employers 
to do juſt ice to = ſpirit with which he ſupported their credit, 
and that of the Engliſh nation. At parting he preſented Hadgee 


Uttalah with a pipe of ſore value; and we had the pleaſure to ſee 


him and his companions depart, not leſs ſatisfied with our bounty 


towards themſelves, than pee at our remembrance of their 


abſent maſter. 


It may not, perhaps, be thought i ann to remark, that 


the report of theſe Arabs will be of no diſſervice to the Company, 


ſhould they adopt the idea of having their packets forwarded from 
India, by the way of Coſire and Ghinnah. The port of Coſire is 
open at all ſeaſons of the year, while that of Suez is ſhut up by 


the northerly winds no leſs than eight months out of twelve. A 


: fact which I have endeavoured to eſtabliſh 1 in a lerne PHY of this 


work. 


Amid theſe anrevable tranſactions, we erative: one of A Hf. = 
ferent nature. After the repeated inſtances which Abdul Ruſſar 
had afforded us of his honeſty, it appeared that there were mo- 


ments in which he was not proof to temptation. Ibrahim, ever 
ns” z Ls indolent 
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indelenit and ſimple, had from time to time lent chis fellow; mo- 
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ney, and ſince our arrival at Cairo the ſum was conſiderably in- 


ereaſed. It was but yeſterday noon that we paid up Abdul Ruſ- 


far's wages, at his own requeſt; and at night he decamped in 
Ibrahim's debt. This intelligence was juſt now. communicated to 


us, and, from ſome. circumſtances, it is probable: that he is re- 
turned to his native country. T o diſſipate Ibrahim's chagrin, in 


ſome meaſure, we took this opportunity to diſcharge our obliga- 
tions to him. We had advanced ſome money to the captain on 
his account, on our leaving the Adventure; and we now preſented 


him with ſach a gratuity as our finances would admit of. | His 


ſervices were beyond the common claſs, and were not to be re- 


warded by any limited wages. Our good-will was only to be 


bounded by our ability; and he obtained from us a purſe con- 


taining an hundred venetians. We could have wiſhed, indeed, 


the ſum had been doubled for his ſake. - But when it is conſider- 
ed, that he will work his paſſage to India on the ſhips of next 
ſeaſon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generouſly offered him his table 
while he remains here, the ſum may be carried to his family free 
of all deductions, and will be no trivial addition to the for- 


tune of an Indian. Notwithſtanding this diſcharge, Ibrahim 


means to accompany; us to Alexandria, and to ſee us embark for 


Europe. 


Among our other recreations here, we make a ls practice of 
offering incenſe to a fair idol, who lives oppoſite our houſe. She 
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as 


her compoſition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good- 
humour in her temper, as for ſymmetry and elegance in her per- 
ſon. This young damſel quickly found out our arrival, and, 


Uke other ſinging- birds ſhut up in a cage, began to diſplay her 


attractions the moment ſhe had caught our obſervation. She ap- 


pears at her window every morning and evening, and either 
awakes our attention with her guitar, or condeſcends to reply to 
| : OUT 


En LOT - 8 
our addreſſes, which are breathed to her acroſs a narrow ſtreet. 
She has an old mother, who ſeems to encourage the innocent 
damſel in her coquetry ; and I fear would prove but a treacherous 
portreſs to the caſtle, were ſome lover, like Jupiter, daring enough 
to deſcend to this Danae in a ſhower of gold. There are numbers 
of captive nymphs in this city, who ſigh for liberty, and would 
throw themſelves into the arms of any European who made ho- 
nourable addreſſes to them. Bred up in the circle of French ſo- 
ciety, and denied the freedom which they hear the females enjoy 
in France, they repine at their deſtiny, and would chearfully leave 
the manners, cuſtoms, and country of Turkey behind them. 

As we returned from the gardens of the convent this evening, 
we met a gentleman near the French factory, who is to be our 
fellow-paſſenger to Marſeilles. It ſeems, that he is a man of eru- 
dition and taſte; was formerly ſecretary to the embaſſy at Rome; 
and is now on his return'to France from a tour of Greece and 
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of Meillon, and 
promiſes to turn out no inconſiderable acquiſition to our ſociety 


during the voyage, and the term of our quarantine at Mar- 
ſeilles. 8 8 | | 


W E DNE SDA Y, 24th SEPTEMBER. 


We SAY been preparing 3 this morning to take leave of 
this great city. Our ſtay has not been equal to our curioſity, but 
perfectly ſuitable to our deſigns, which are to get to England with 
all poſſible expedition. The packets with which we are charged 
have doubtleſs reached London before us by duplicates; but we 
have private as well as public concerns; and it is time for us to 
undeceive our friends, and to remove their apprehenſions for 
our ſafety. 

Until the arrival of Mr. Baldwin, about two years ago, the 
Engliſh carried on no commerce in this city. He 1s ſtill. the 


only 
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only i his of our native here, al 18 agent to the company 5 
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con- 


ſidered in itſelf, this is a point of no little importance to that 


political body. The advantage of quick intelligence is no 
fecret to a wiſe government. The paſſage home is, indeed, as 
yet precarious, by the difficult navigation of the gulph of Suez; 
but the paſſage out is ſure and expeditious. There is an inſtance, 
not two months ago, of a Mr. Whitehill coming from London 


to Cairo in a month. He was charged with the reſtoration of 


Lord Pigot to the government of Fort St. George; and it is ſup- 
poſed will get to that place in the ſame period. A voyage, which 
ſeldom is effected 15 the hn ad of Good S Ne in rer the 
time! 

The decay of the Engliſh at} in \ any Shinn 18 uten 
e to give vigor to the exertions of the French. They are 
avowed rivals in wealth as well as power, and mutually riſe on the 
ruins of each other. But this rule will not hold in reſpect to the 
commerce of Egypt. However flouriſhing the French traffic 
may be in other parts of the Levant, it is apparently here in a 
conſumptive ſtate. No other ſymptom of this is neceſſary to be 
produced, than the reduction of their eſtabliſnments. The con- 


ſulſhip of Cairo has been ſtruck off as a fruitleſs expence, by a 


recent order from France; and it is obſerved, that a ſpirit of diſ- 
ſipation and gaming has crept in among the merchants, which 
was unknown in buſy times, and 1s wholly incompatible with 
their ſituation. A decline of this nature will give ſcope to the 
induſtry of the Venetians and other ſtates of Italy, who have 
| factories here, and cut no inconſiderable . 188 in the commer- 
cial ſcale. 
At noon we ſent down our baggage to the boat, which we had 
agreed for to take us as far as Roſetto. We paid but ſixteen dol- 
lars for the hire of this boat, and, with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Bald- 
win's ſervants, laid up ſome cold proviſion for the .paſſage. The 
markets 


wt 
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mack of. Cai airo are plentifully ſupplied with a variety of articles, 
at reaſonable 1 rates. Fleſh, fowl, and fiſh, are daily expoſed for ſale ; 
and are ſerved up in great perfection at Mr. Baldwin's table, 
which amply. ſupports the character of Engliſh hoſpitality. | 
At five o clock we were joined by Monſieur Meillon, —_ 

having once more arrayed ourſelves in our Turkiſh habits, 
mounted our aſſes and proceeded to Bulac. Bulac is the port pi 
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have his 
goods paſſed at the cuſtom-houſe. Mr. Baldwin was ſo obliging 
as to accompany us thither, to ſee us on board the boat. We had 
two miles to go, and in the way, obtained the ſight of a part of 
the city which was new to us; and which every where diſplays a 
face of magnificence, we little expected to find in Egypt. We went 
through a ſquare! that is one of the fineſtTever beheld, both in reſpect 
to its extent, and the loftineſs of the buildings which ſurround it. I 
ſpeak within bounds when I pronounce it to be nearly two miles in 
circumference; and at this time the area exhibits a beautiful ſheet 
of water, covered with gay boats of all denominations. When the | 
Nile retires within his banks again, the beauty of this ſquare will 
not be loſt ; as the bed of the preſent canal will wear a dreſs of 
the livelieſt verdure, during the other months of the year. We 
reached Bulac about fix o'clock, and getting our baggage paſſed 
without any delay, we went on board the boat, which we found 
to be very large and convenient. We are now, for the firſt time 
in our progreſs through Egypt, to be ſheltered from the ſun, and 
to travel at our eaſe, and in full ſecurity from danger. From the 
ſpaciouſneſs and convenience of our vehicle, and the charms of 
this celebrated river, we look for nothing but pleaſure in this 
voyage. Mr. Baldwin has been fo obliging as to ſecure us a 


reception at Roſetto and Alexandria, by furniſhing us with 


letters to his agents there; and in every reſpect, has anſwered 
the expectations which we had formed from his character and 


2 2 ſtation. 
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ſtation v. POORER with him at deren clock, Men bur 
boat 3 and fell -down with the tide. We hive the cabbins 
wholly to ourſelves; but ſhe has ſeveral. paſſengers on board, 
beſides us and our ſervants, and a valuable cargo of coffee. The 
wind is right againſt us, notwithſtanding which we drop down. 
at the rate of three miles an hour. Juſt before ſun-fet we opened 
the pyramids, which were in a direct line behind us. The motin- 
tainous. ſtature of theſe pyramids was increaſed by the ſetting 
ray, which had fallen behind them, and exhibited a ſpectacle at 
once ſublime and pictureſque. The night now ſpread her cur- 
tains round the world, and diſpoſed us to reſt. At midnight we 
paſſed the village of Daranie, on the Delta, where the Nile di- 
vides himſelf into two branches, which fall into the Mediterra- 
nean at Roſetto and Damiat, near 100 miles aſunder, and form 
the Delta, one of the moſt fertile iſlands in the world. We 
took the branch that runs to Roſetto, and continued the whole 
night to drop down with the current. The wind abated towards 

morning, and our courſe was conſequently quickened. The 
reader is here preſented with the courſe of the greater branches 
of the Nile from Cairo to the Mediterranean, as a ſupplement to 
the chart of its courſe through Upper Egypt. 


® T have learnt, with, no little concern, that the ſituation. of this gentleman has 
been ſome time paſt very critical. On the plundering of the caravan, in the ſum- 
mer of 1779, between Suez and Cairo, the government bound Mr. Baldwin ts 
prevent a retaliation on the part of the Engliſh, and he was no more than a pri- 
ſoner at large, until very lately that he effected his eſcape. In this manner has 
the treaty of commerce between the Engliſh and the government of Cairo, been 
preſerved ! Thus have the fortunes of many gentlemen, who built their hopes on 
the faith of nations, and remitted their property from India through this channel, 
fallen a ſacrifice to the inconſtancy and ayarice of a faithleſs race ! Indeed, a revolu- 
tion has happened in Cairo ſince that deſcribed in this work, ſo the wonder would 
be, that any treaty was reſpected by fuch a fluctuating government. 
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1 M 11 U R SDA Y, 25th SEPTEMBER, 


1 et at day- break, to take a view of the country around us. 


8 There was now a fine leading wind, and we went with great ra- 


pidity through the water. The navigation of this river is cer- 
tainly the moſt delightful, that fancy can picture to itſelf. To 
the right of us is the beautiful iſland of Delta, covered with grain, 
interſected with canals, and thickly ſet with large towns and 
romantic villages. The ſcene to the left is of a different hue. 
The banks, indeed, are adorned with handſome cities and ex- 
tenſive groves, and a tract of country as verdant as the oppoſite; 
but then the deſart appears behind this garden, and gives a noble 
variety to the proſpect. At ſeven o'clock we paſſed very near 
the town of Demiſchili, on the weſtern bank, and ran by ſeveral 
iſlands of various forms, which waved with crops of grain. In 
ſtanding from one ſide of the river to the other, we ran aſhore at 
nine o'clock, oppoſite a place called Abuel Hau, where we 
. were detained above half an hour. We find that boats fre- 
quently meet with theſe accidents on the Nile; but the bottom 
being every where a rich clay, they are productive of nothing 
worſe than the loſs of time. There is no danger to be now 
apprehended from the natives in the day, nor will they even 
venture to attack any but ſmall boats in the night, in ſuch a 
fituation. The ſecurity of this navigation is much amended of 
late; though our boat is too 12 1 to have ſhrunk from danger 
in the worſt of times. 

By the activity of our rie we got afloat again, and purſued 
our voyage until noon, without any further obſtacle. We now 
found ourſelves at the town of Eſſeiale, on the Delta. We met 
with but few towns in this laſt run. What we have hitherto 
ſeen a are re moſtly 1 in a ruinous condition; but being all embelliſhed 

"7 £2 with 
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with lofty moſques and the ruins of magnificent ſtructures, 0 
they cut a very elegant appearance from the water. We were 
prov ided with ſome roaſted towls, an excellent. pie, and ſome 
bottles of wine, to which. we paid our reſpects: with great appe- 
tite. It is with difficulty that we can tear ourſelves from the 
deck on any occaſion, as the objects around us are of a faſcinat- 
ing nature. The towns now began to thicken on us again. 
We ran by the villages of Nedfgili, Berim, and Feriſtah, beſides a 
number of others which we paſſed in mid- ſtream, and which are 
to be found in a map that Mr. Neiburh has given of the 
great branches of the Nile. At five in the evening we went 
under the town of Schabur, on the weſtern bank, and opened a 
point of the river with a fine breeze. Innumerable are the ſmall 
and large craft which we have met in our run from Cairo, and 
which convey to the traveller ſome idea of the extenſive com- 
merce of Egypt. The exports, however, are chiefly confined 
to the articles of life, and her corn is diſtributed to the different 
ports of the Mediterranean and the Red-ſea. This is the coin 
in which ſhe pays for the coffee of Arabia, and the cotton and 
filk of Perſia: and, inſtead of laying illegal impoſts on the mer- 
_ chant, had ſhe but wiſdom enough to trade upon her own bot- ; 
toms, without ſuffering foreign nations to engroſs the freight 
of her commodities, there is no doubt that her ans would 
exceed thoſe of every other country. 

The wind died away towards ſun-ſet, which induced our crew 
to man a pinnace, which has been hitherto a-ſtern, to tow us 
down the ſtream. This is of great aſſiſtance to us, and we hope 
will enſure our arrival at Roſetto in the morning. We have put 
ſome paſſengers aſhore at ſeveral places which we. have paſſed, 
but ſhall carry the principal part of them to Roſetto. Theſe 
paſſengers are lodged under an awning, which extends from the 
cabbin to the mainmaſt, and is capable of containing twenty 
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people. Knit them is a poor boy, who loſt his father i in the 
late troubles at Cairo. He has a good appearance, and told his 


tragic ſtory ſo pathetically, that we were moved to compaſſi on, 


and made a collection among us, to enable him to return to his 


family, who are at Conſtantinople. | . „ 


The night is ſerene and unclouded, but we have n no 0 light E 
what the ſtars afford. It is a lucky circumſtance, perhaps, for 


our bodies, that our minds are diſengaged from the proſpects 


around, and that there is no moon to tempt us to waſte thoſe 


hours upon deck, which ſhould be dedicated to ſleep. We con- 


tinued to fall down K during the night. 


FRIDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER. 


Me had the pls irc, at day-break, to find bs near the 
city of Fue, on the Delta. This city is in the latitude of 31* 

10' north, and within thirty miles of Roſetto. It is {till of a 
conſiderable extent, and affords an infinity of lofty minarets to 
the paſſenger's view, whoſe tops were now gilded with the morning 
ray. Conſidering the want of wind, our progreſs has not been 


tardy. The country on each fide of us is ſtill a garden, and 


exhibits an agreeable variety of fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu- 


lent towns and ſequeſtered villages. Now and then we mect 


with ſmall iſlands, more verdant than the infant buds of ſpring, 
At ſeven o'clock we paſſed between the towns of Deirut and 
Disjedie, in the former of which there is one of the moſt beau- 
tiful moſques in Egypt. We have found no increaſe in the 


breadth of the Nile fince we left Cairo; nor 1s this ſo much to 
be wondered at, if we conſider the great depth of the channel, 


and the multitude of canals which every where divert his waters. 
We paſſed in the night the grand canal which ſupplies Alexan- 


dria with water, and is ſaid to be the work of Alexander, It be- 
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eins nearly, oppoſite the town, of Mehallet Malk. on the Delta; 15 
And while it was open for boats, ſhortened the diſtance one third, 
in the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a 
pity to have robbed us of any. of the charms of this river. We 
were ſtill feaſting luxuriouſly on the proſpect before us, when 
we came within fight of the city of Roſetto, which is. known 
at a diſtance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hill to the 
ſouthward of the place. We ran under a moſque ſituated on an 
iſland; and at one o'clock, anchored before the city. We went 
aſhore immediately, and waited on Monſieur Teſſier, a French 
merchant of this place, to whom. Mr. Baldwin. was ſo kind as 
to furniſh us with a letter. We were received very politely by 
this gentleman, who made us a tender of his houſe during our 
ſhort ſtay. Monſieur Meillon, our fellow-traveller, took up 
his quarters with the F rench conſul, who is but newly: W 
here. 7 
Roſetto, or Raſchid, 18 n in 31 15 2 3 north latitude, on 
the weſtern bank of the Nile, and is reckoned one of the 
prettieſt and compacteſt cities in Egypt. It is the next to 
Cairo for commerce, if we except Alexandria, and exceeds 
them both in the ſalubrity of its air, and the beauty of its ſitua- 
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the ſea lies within ten 
miles of its rear, from whence it 1s conſtantly refreſhed with 
cooling breezes. The country about it 1s a continued plantation 
of lemon, citron, and orange-trees. We walked out in the even- 
ing to ſurvey the city and its environs. The ſtreets are regular, 
Bi the buildings in general neat and lofty. We preſently quit- 
ted the town, and were, in a manner, buried among fragrant 
groves, where the ſun's burning rays never intrude themſelves. 
The walks were ſtrewed with the bloſſoms of the trees, whoſe 
boughs were at the ſame time loaded with golden fruit. In this 
happy clime the ſeaſons are joyouſly blended together ; and the 


traveller, 


* 


. . £ 
 travilier} än theſe-retivity, might think himielf/ anti to the 
regions:bf fancy *. Here pence and plenty reign. The noiſe and 


hurry of a City are not perceivable in this peninſula, which was not 


the leaſt diſturbed by the late revolution in the ſtate, though at ſo 
ſhort a diſtance from the capital. But this may be partly owing 
to the nature of the Turkiſh cuſtoms. The ehanges in the go- 
vernment do not affect the fubje& 
putes extend beyond thoſe who chooſe to take a part in them. 
On our return home we paſſed the French factory, which is a 


ſpacious edifice, and diſplays a very handſome front to the river. 


There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which affords 
a pleaſant walk to the inhabitants. On the north ſide of this 
wharf ſtands the houſe of the late Mr. Wortley Montague, who 
was ſo celebrated for his wit and curioſity, and his extraordinary 
attachment to Mahometan countries; but, perhaps, not leſs re- 
markable for being the ſon of the ingenious lady Mary of the 
ſame name. He reſided here more than three years; and his loſs 
is ſtill regretted by Monſieur Telier, and the cps of Ro- 
ſetto. 


Me ſupped and gept at the French merchant's, whoſe complai- 
fanceextended to the procuring us places in a paſſage-boat, that 


ſails before day-break for Alexandria, We have been obliged to 
prefer this mode to the uſual route by land, which we are aſſured 
has been infeſted by wild Arabs, ever ſince the commencement of 
the late troubles. We ſhall be no loſers by the change, as the 
country between Roſetto and Alexandria, is little better than a de- 


fart; and we ſhall now have an opportunity of examining one of 
the mouths of the Nile. This mouth, it ſeems, is ſo choaked up 

with a bar of ſand, as to render it impaſſable to any veſſel that 

awe” more than nine Feet water. The mouth of the caſterh 


5 We) did they deſerve to be the favorite reſidence of the beautiful Cleopatra 
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Munch l is more eaſy of acceſs. Foreign veſſels come up almaſt to 
Damiat; and we underſtand the-Turkiſh frigate paſſed that way 
to Cairo. But ſhe was obliged to be lightened for that purpoſe; 
and it is only during the inundation of the Nile, that veſſels of 
ſuch a conſtruction can enter this river, which is navigable for 
near a thouſand miles, and, were this defect cured, might nn 
ſhips of various nations i in the heart of Egypt. 


SATURDAY, »7th srrrzurra. 9% 1 


We embarked at four 0 clock this morning on the boat, to 
which our baggage and ſervants had been ſhifted the preceding 
evening. It was a veſſel of a different built and conveniency, to 
the one we had left. It was not very unlike the bark in which 
we were ſo long toſſed about the Red · ſea, ſave that we were now 
provided with a good awning to ſhelter us from the ſun, in con- 
ſideration of a piece of gold which each of us gave for himſelf and 
ſervants. There were no paſſengers beſides us; and her cargo 
was not very conſiderable. We weighed anchor, in company with 
thirty ſail of the ſame craft, and fell down gently with the tide. 

About ſun-riſe we found ourſelves oppoſite an old caſtle on the 
peninſula, which appears to have been originally built for the de- 
fence of the river. We croſſed the ſtream here, and anchored at 
the village of Arbut on the Delta, where we were obliged to wait 
for a wind, to run us over the bar. Here we. found the remains of 
a battery, which had been raiſed to anſwer the caſtle on the op- 
polite ſhore; and it ſeems almoſt impracticable for any hoſtile 
veſſels that can enter this river, to have paſſed between them. We 
found ſeveral braſs cannon ſcattered up and down the beach, of 
very antient conſtruction; but the bore of them is too narrow to 
engage with the artillery of the preſent times. Arbut is the laſt 
town on the Nile, and the country about it affords little elſe than 

We 


L 6 4: 


** under the ſhade of which we ramabled about aur ring our 


ſtay R 
At ten o'clock. a deere of wink ins up, we iel 8 


hoiſted our. fails, and ſtood for the bar. The river increaſed all 5 


at once in its breadth; the ſtream began to be conſiderably agi- 


tated ; and we had approached within a mile of the bar, when the. 
wind perverſely came ahead, and obliged the whole fleet to run 


under the ſhore of Delta. The land here has quite loſt its fertile 
appearance. No more the earth ſmiles with the plenteous harveſt; 

no more the embowering ſhades half conceal the ruſtic hamlet. 
The ground 1s thinly covered with bruſh-wood, while the ſhore 


of the peninſula is interrupted with frequent hillocks of ſand. 


While we were kept here, our ſervants dreſſed us ſome pigeons, 


which we had procured at Arbut; and the eating of our dinner 


helped us to paſs away the vexatious moments of delay. 


More veſſels now joined us from Roſetto. This was the part 


in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind 
continued as it was, we might remain here for a day; and, for 


our conſolation, we were told of boats that had experienced worſe 
luck. The proſpect was not the moſt flattering, and we were 


about to wiſh ourſelves on the road over the deſart to Alexandria, 
notwithſtanding the perils which awaited it, when the wind lucki- 
ly veered to the eaſtward of north, and permitted us to lay up well 
to our point. We immediately availed ourſelves of it, and thir- 
ty-five fail of us ſtood for the hogage or bar, which we reached 
about one o'clock. There is a boat conſtantly at anchor in mid- 
channel, to direct others through this hazardous place. The waves 
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ſtrike the bank three or 
four times ſucceſſively, in performing this paſſage. The ſhocks 
were very ſmart; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair, 
we were threatened with no abſolute danger. Though the gale 
began to freſhen, and we were obliged to tack twice to fetch the 
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channel, i, weynt leak of the Zoguge in about ten minutes. 41a 
was no trifling piece of good luck, if it be conſidered, that beſfels 
are ſometimes Tix or fever Retirs! beating over this bal, and öbli- 
ged to unlade their cargoes into the Pilot. boat, in order to lighten 
themſelves. Had we been coming into the river 3 at this time, the 
accident would, in all probability, have been of a ſerious: nature. 
The conteft Peecheen the wind and the currefit, Wich ſet us Out 
fo faſt,” muſt be always Very Vidlefit, and ranch ſea, WIch 
would inevitably Rave a ell, that 1 is Urifottutiate though! to 
ſtrike the bottom. e 
The Mediterralient-ſeh 4 was now * us. The! cal 't to which | 
our earneſt looks had been ſo long turned, was now, Happily" at= 
tained, and we hoped ſoon to reſpire freely after a courſe; ruft . 
with peril, and won with labor. Like the ſteed WhO approaches | 
his forſaken paſttres, \ we ſnuffed in imagination our native air, 
and'every pulſe beat quicker with the thoughts of home.” The 
Nile throws himſelf with ſuch an impetusfity"into this fea, that 
Neptune ſeems to ſhrink before his might at this ſeafoti.” For a 
league and more from the bar, the water retains its chryſtal hue 
and freſh quality, of which we convinced ourſelves by an expe- 
riment. We now ſtood to the ſouth-weſt, in company With the 
whole fleet. The ſta was ſmooth, and 'the liglit barks gliblyß 
ſkimmed the ſurface. At two O'clock we began to open a bay 
to our left, which forms the peninſula where Canopus once ſtood, 
and behind which we faintly diſcerned the groves of Roſetto. The 
waves now were conſiderably raiſed, and our veſſel's motion en- 
creaſed. But the wind continued fair, and we ran britkly by a 
ſandy, but not a deſart coaſt. Date⸗ trees rear their heads behind 
the ſteepy beach, and many of the eminences are crowned with 
the auguſt ruins of ancient caſtles. At five in the evening we 
found ourſelves oppoſite to the town of Vicketie, where there is a 
large caſtle! in good NO: and a fight-houſe for the direction of 


10 | — | ma iner 8. 
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maringrs-/ Here 3 1 is conſtantly maintained for che de- 


44 K 


fence of the coaſt, which is ſometimes inſulted by Greek Rs, 


and the gallies of Malta. This is a confiderable head-land, and 
there are ſeve veral ſmall iſlands lying off it. We once more got in 
with the land, and ſmoothed our water very effectually. We de- 

ſeried ſeveral fail to the northward, and made the hull of a large 
three-maſjed veſſel. We were the beſt ſailor in the fleet, and got 
ſo much ahead, that at ſun-ſet, our people could diſtinguiſh the 
point behind which Alexandria ſtands: The coaſt here is very 
low, and offers not ung pleaſing to the eye. At eight o'clock we 
could ſee the lghts-in the harbor. The night was dark, and we 
loſt the opportunity of beholding the city from this point of view. 

At nine we anchored within fifty yards of the ſhore, and ſent 
Ibrahim aſhore with Monſieur Meillon, to find out the gentleman 
to whom we are recommended by Mr. Baldwin. We were pre- 


paring to. take up our lodging in the boat for the night, when, 


juſt before ten o'clock, Ibrahim returned with Signior Brandi 


himſelf, who politely came for us at that late hour. We left our 
ſervants on board with our baggage, and accompanied that gen- 
tleman to an hate}, which has been lately ſet up for the recep- 


tion of ſtrangers. Here we ſupped comfortably, and enjoyed a 


3 


| nem after our n pallage from Roſetto. 


$UN D A v. 28th SEPTEMBER, 


F 
2. 


We pop 1 this morning, and ſent for our baggage and 


ſervants. The houſe we are in is roomy and convenient ; and was 
originally the Engliſh factory, when we had a conſul here. Our 


hoſt is a maſter taylor, and ſeems to be an inoffenſive Italian. His 


wife is a Greek woman from Smyrna, talks French and Italian, 
and promiſes to render our ſituation eaſy during our ſtay here. 
We are to pay two dollars ber diam each, for our bed and board; a 


Price, indeed, rather extravagant, but ſettled 3 in the beſt manner 
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by Mr. Baldwin" 8 agent, for be e convenience n # Engl tra- 
vellers. EY an 
We walked out PR breakfaſt,” to tales" a view | of the antient 
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended by a Janizary in 
the Engliſh pay, whom it is neceſſary to have, both as a guide and 
a protector from the inſults of the vulgar. Agreeably t to the cuſ- 
toms of this place, we had reſumed the European dreſs, diſcarded 
our whiſkers, and once more looked and moved with freedom and 
eaſe. We went directly to the ſea-ſide, to examine the Turkiſh 
haven, which lies to the weſtward of the pharos, and is perfectly 
ſecure for ſhipping when it blows a gale of wind. But this haven 
is ſacred to the Turks, who are unfeeling enough to forbid Chriſ- 
tian veſſels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoſſible for 
them to remain in ſafety in the common harbor. 'The melancholy 
_ conſequences of this reſtriction have appeared more than once. 
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veſſels of different na- 
tions foundered, or ran aſhore in the common harbor, during a 
violent ftorm from the north-eaſt quarter. But in ſpite of this 
ordinance, Chriſtian veſſels will preſume at times to peep into this 
port; and it is not a fortnight ſince a Malteſe privateer chaſed a 
Turkiſh ſhip of much ſuperior force under the very battery of the 
| pharos, and gave her a parting broadſide as ſhe ran into the road. 
A Turkiſh man of war of ſixty guns was then at anchor here, 
and, either through want of alertneſs or reſolution, did not at- 
tempt to revenge the inſult. This man of war is ſtill here, and 
there are ſeveral 19 20 on this ſtation for the Protection of the 
trade. 1 e 
WMe now went into the dock-yard, to ſee a very bad ſpecimen of 
their ſkill in ſhip-building. Here we perceived a party of females 
| ſtanding on the beach, ready to be embarked in a boat for Cairo. 
They proved to be Greek ſlaves, juſt brought from the Archipe- 
lago, and going as a preſent to the bey of Cairo. This informa- 
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tion we obtained from our Janizary, who, at our requeſt, entered 
into converſation with their guard. The poor creatures ſeemed 
inſenſible of their' ſituation, which, in ſome meaſure, ſuppreſſed 
the emotions we underwent at the firſt knowledge of their deſtiny. 
They turned towards us as we approached them ; and in ſpite of 
their vails we could perceive, by their fine eyes, and their admir- 
able forms, that they were objects unfit to be ſecluded from the 
fight of the world. This ſudden motion, and the involuntary ſur- 
prize which they betrayed at the novelty of our habit, awakened 
the jealouſy of their keepers, who immediately hurried them into 
the boat that was waiting for them. The price of ſuch girls is 
from four hundred to a thouſand zechins; and their value is en- 
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as the 
beauties they poſſeſs. To what a ſtate of degeneracy is the world 
fallen, when wit; accompliſhments, and- beauty, are put up to fale 
among the female tribe, in the ſame manner as ſtrength and me- 
chanic {kill in the negroes of Africa! The latter branch of com- 
merce is indeed an impeachment on humanity ; but the former is 
a diſgrace to the nature and tendency of the finer paſſions, 
Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call it, lies in the la- 
titude of 31. 11 north, on a riſing ground, which deſcends with 
an eaſy ſlope towards the ſea, and deſcribes a ſemicircle, with the 
caſtle on the eaſtern, and the pharos on the weſtern point. In 
this bay the foreign ſhipping lay, and range themſelves abreaſt of 
the pier which joins the pharos to the continent, according to 
their arrival. This ſtation they chuſe on account of its greater 
ſecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the ſea, which tumbles in 
from the eaſtward. The ſea waſhes the walls of the houſes, and 
the refreſhing breezes which come from it, contribute much to the 
healthineſs of the place. The preſent city ſeems to ſtand in one 
quarter of the old, and does not take up one eighth part of the 
ground, which my be aſcertained by the antient walls AE Sack 
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remain. It is-reckongd, FRO chirey shed ani 
all nations 5 and agzcater medley; wers ever yet aſſembledtoge : 
ther. Gain 8: the. lure whigb drawgo them! to to.,this.,mart ;; the 
maſters of which are the ur min no Dl advent: 
tage from the connection. 418 99 25 e eb, hem al T 
I could dvell-vrigh-pleaſure on, the Minute ere his 
well-known! ſpot, were they not already deſeribed with duch pre- 
Pant and elegance, in a work lately publiſhed, as to leave 2 
uture traveller little to ſay that can be news and leſs that he 
4 hope wäll equal the manner of ſo agreeable an author; | 
This werk was originally printed in German, and has ſince been 
tranflated into French, and is the prodhction of Mr. Niebuhr, 
who made the tour of Lower Egypt and Arabia, by the command 
of his -Daniſh,Majeſty. I mean to touch, however, on the moſt re- 
markable objects of our xæſeareh; as to obſerve a profound ſilen 
on ſo curious a themes nm be an Wel on ae alte nd . 
ing of the reader. N n 3+ 2 
We dined in company With a a young - Swiſs, who's is on 
His Way to India. He is to embark on the firſt boat for Cairo, 
whe he means to take his paſſage on our-{hj ping. It was with 
no. ſmall ſatis faction that We replied to his queries of a journey o 
new to him, and of a country in which we had ſpent ſo many 
years. He was rather mortified, however, when he underſtood 
there were none of our veſſels at Suez, nor bes) their an, 
| a would: lay for India _ hagen ne 49 775 8 
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We were cnn. to ho: by Ser Deng to, -the- F ch 

2 8 He appears to be a well-bred ſenſible man, and is well 

ſpoken of by our companion Monſieur Meillon, ho takes up his 

lodgings at the French factory. He is but lately arrived Hef 
— an 


and has Kis cu 


L 
—— 28 much as We. We a0compa- 
we Him N welke Ibme sf the adjacent ruins. We paſſed by 
the Venttian"faQtory;/ which ſtands next to the French. This is 
av6y handſome bulding, and makes a much greater ſſiow / than 
any SF the foreign factories. Our road lay over a ſandy plain, 
where ſevenal granite pillars of a prodigious length, are ſcattered 
upiahd Hon. 
intention of being uſed; > which has been afterwards: given up. 


When we had oroſſed this plain, we went under an arched 


gate way; which, perhaps, market! one of the diviſions: of the 


They ſſeem to have been brought here with an 


antient city. To the ſouth?of it lies a lofty tower ina rumous 


condition. It is ſurrounded by an high wall, and within, there 
18 A grove of date trees. Here the antiquities commence. 


Wich what concern muſt the informed ſpectator viewtheremains 
back on its 


of ſo celebrated u place I Withwhatregret muſt he lo 
former beauty andi pride, and draw a compariſon with its preſent 
poverty andi decline] I hope it wilbnot be conſidered as a piece of 
affectation in any one to declare, that he cannot behold ſuch ſights 


As thieſe with an even mind. The deſtruction of renowned cities 


18 baneful proſpect to the eye; and the ſuſceptible breaſt is 
filled with the ſame ſenſations in contemplating their decay, as 


touch it at the appearance of a venerable character in diſtreſs, 


em! it is beyond the ability of man to relieve. We ſoon came 


to an antient temple, a part of which is ſtill habitable, and has 


been long appropriated to the ſervice of Mahomet. On this ac- | 


count, we found ſome difficulty to obtain admittance. But the 
key was at length procured by our Janizary, and we were ſhewn 
into the neglected quarter. This is a ſquare of very large dia- 
meter, which is ſurrounded with triple rows of granite pillars 


of the Corinthian order. Theſe pillars are lofty, and murnart⸗ a. 


roof which is till in a good ſtate of preſervation. 


The inſide of the walls of this temple i is-inlaid with tables of ; 


- marble 
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marble of various colors, wh ich, for hole richnals and novelty, 
cannot but engage the admiration of a ſtranger. In the area of 
the ſquare is a ſtone ciſtern of very antique mould. It is in- 
ſcribed on all ſides with hieroglyphics, and from à rail which 
encloſed it, appears to have ſerved for ſome religious purpoſe. 
From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a 
convent, which maintains four Franciſcan friars. The building 
is ſimple, and ſuited to the character of its founders. Here we 
found about an acre of ground, very neatly diſpoſed of. The 
foil was naturally ſterile, but by the induſtry of theſe holy fa- 
thers, Produces vegetables in great 'abundance. They have a 
vineyard in ſome | forwardneſs ; and with no ſmall labor and 
perſeverance, have ſunk a reſervoir to ſupply the garden with 
water, which is conveyed: thither from a neighboring aqueduct. 
Theſe innocent creatures were diverting themſelves at nine- pins, 
and carried a content in their looks, which ſeemed to ſet the 
cares and the vanities of the world equally at defiance. The 
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. In the 
way we were overtaken by a ſhower ef rain. This was ſuch a 
novelty to us, who had not ſeen rain for ſix months paſt, that 
we enjoyed it in the higheſt degree; and were the only perſons 
in company, who would not have diſpenſed with getting wet to 
the fame!) 
The ſhower was flight, however, and we anions at the 0 
factory without any damage. The conſul now introduced us 
to his lady, who is a pretty ſprightly woman. We readily com- 
plied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and ſpend 
the evening in her company. It was many months ſince we 
had ſeen a female, whoſe dreſs and manners reſembled thoſe of 
our own countrywomen. She appears not to have any great 
reliſh for her ſituation, which, to one of her vivacity, muſt be 
dull enough. Indeed, the diſpoſition of the people ſhe is among, 


may 
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may have occa Fave diſguſt. to this country. The French 
conſul loſt; his life here from a barbarous principle of revenge, 
about eighteen months ago; and her huſband was appointed 
to ſucceed him. This would be a ſufficient motive for a wo- 
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man's «ſears. - The: particulars, of this tragical org i will relate 
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We breakfaſted. 7 morning on board the French ſhip, which 
Mr. Baldwin had recommended to us for a paſſage to France. 
She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious 
veſſel. We haye agreed with the Captain, Monſieur Calvi, to 


give bim 133 crown each for our paſſage, Which is indeed a 
large ſum i in theſe ſeas, But the gentlemen from India are al- 


ways conſidered as monied men, and are taxed accordingly, 
whether they travel; this way for pleaſure, or are charged with 
buſineſs of a public nature. We find, however, that we ſhall 


be accommodated in the moſt elegant manner; and we muſt 


do Captain Calvi the juſtice to ſay, that he ſtated his intentions 
of providing us with a, plentiful. table, and ſubmitted the price to 
our generoſity. On our return from the Cleopatra, we paſſed 
under the ſterns of ſeveral merchantmen of different nations. 
There were but, two Engliſh veſlels in the number, one of which 
1s freighted by Mr. Baldwin, for Conſtantinople. 15 

In the afternoon a large party of us ſallied out to take : a view 

of Pompey” s pillar, the theme of the preſent age, and the admira- 


tion of paſt times Beſides my companions and myſelf, we were | 


joined by the two Engliſh commanders of the ſhips in the har- 

bour, and by Monſieur Meillon, and ſome young gentlemen 5 
the French factory. We mounted the firſt aſſes that preſented 
themſelves, for hire, and, attended by our Janizary, took the 
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courſe we purſued yeſterday. Wo left the convent on our right, 


which are the remains of an aqueduct. Several towers reared up 
their diſmantled heads on each fide of us, whoſe appear 
nounces them to have been poſts of great importance and ftrongth. 


are placed in two parallel lines, and ſeem to have formerly ſup- 


ported ſome magnificent portico. The pillars are of granite, or 
. Thebaic marble, and about thirty feet high of a ſingle ſtone ; and 


have thrown up, when, leaving the city by the gate of Roſetto, 


which 1 is moſt worthy of admiration, the height, the workman- 
| ſhip, or the condition of this pillar. By the beſt accounts we can 


tempeſt ; and it promiſes to hand down a patriot name to. the late 
poſterity of the ignorant native, who has no other trace of the fame 


Is 0 


and preſently came among broken arches and long/| pavements, 


A number of ſtately pillars next engaged our attention. They 


we counted no lefs than thirty of them ſtill ſtanding. But how- 


ever choice theſe columns might be in any other place; they were i 
but foils to the pillar which now appeared. before us. We had FE 
been buried amid the ruins and: the hills. of ſand; which the winds 4 


we came unexpectedly upon the pillar. It is impoſſible to tell 


obtain, it is an hundred and ten feet high. The ſhaft, which is of a 
ſingle ſtone of granite, is ninety feet, and the pedeſtal 1 is twenty 
more, It is of the Corinthian order, which gives a beautiful dig- 
nity to its ſimplicity, rarely to be met with in modern architec- 4 
ture, It has ſuffered little or no injury from time. The poliſh F 
upon the ſhaft has wonderfully withſtood the buffeting of the I 


of Pompey ! The pedeſtal has been ſomewhat damaged by the in- 
ſtruments of travellers, who are curious to poſſeſs a relic of this 
antiquity; and one of the volutes of the column was immaturely 
brought down about four years ago, by a prank of ſome Lug 
captain, which is too ludicrous to paſs over. 
Theſe jolly ſons of Neptune had been puſhing n the can 
on board one of the ſhips in the harbor, untl a ſtrange freak en- 

tered 
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_ tered into one of their brains. The eccentricity of the thought 
occaſioned it immediately to be adopted; and its apparent impoſ- 
ſibility was but a ſpur for the putting it into execution. The 
boat was ordered, and with proper implements for the attempt, 
theſe enterprizing heroes puſhed aſhore, to drink a bowl of punch 
on the top of Pompey's pillar! At the ſpot they arrived; and 
many contrivances were propoſed to accompliſh the deſired point. 
But their labor was vain ; and they began to deſpair of ſucceſs, 
when the genius who ſtruck out the frolic, happily ſuggeſted the 
means of performing it. A man was diſpatched to the city for a 
paper kite. The inhabitants were by this time apprized of what 
was going forward, and flocked in crouds to be witneſſes of the 
addreſs and boldneſs of the Engliſh. The governor of Alexandria 
was told that theſe ſeamen were about to pull down Pompey' 8 
pillar. But whether he gave them credit for their reſpect to the 
Roman warrior, or to the Turkiſh government, he left them to 
themſelves, and politely anſwered, that the Engliſh were too great 
patriots to injure the remains of Pompey. He knew little, how- - 
ever, of the diſpoſition of the people who were engaged in this 
undertaking. Had the Turkiſh empire roſe in oppoſition, it 
would not, perhaps, at that moment have deterred them. The 
kite was brought, and flown ſo directly over the pillar, that when 
it fell on the other ſide, the ſtring lodged upon the capital. The 
chief obſtacle was now overcome. A two-ineh rope was tied to 
one end of the ſtring, and drawn over the pillar by the end to 
| which the kite was affixed. By this rope one of the ſeamen aſ- 
cended to the top, and in leſs than an hour, a kind of ſhroud was 
conſtrued, by which the whole company went up, and drank 
their punch amid the ſhouts of the aſtoniſhed multitude. To the 
eye below, the capital of the pillar does not appear capable of hold- 
ing more than one man upon it; but our ſeamen found it could 
contain no leſs than eight perſons very conveniently. It is aſto- 
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ſenſes. The only detriment which the pillar received, was the 
. thundering ſound, and was carried to England by one of the cap- 


the pillar. | The diſcovery which they made, amply compenſated 
for this miſchief; as without their evidence, the world would not 


this pillar, one foot and ancle of which are till remaining. 
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their names, which are very legible in black paint juſt beneath 
the capital. We ſpent ſo much time in viewing this elegant 


we returned towards the port, which is about a mile and a 
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has been thrown up by the Turks in digging for antiques, 
which are frequently found here. From hence we had a fine 


- Brandi. It is a blue ſtone which bears the head of a Jupiter Ca- 


255 5 com — 2 3 _ preſenting 
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niſhing that no accident befel theſe "ROO in a ſituation fo 
elevated, that would have turned a landman giddy in his ſober 


loſs of the volute before - mentioned; which came down with a 


tains, as a preſent to a lady who commiſſioned him for a piece of 


have known at this hour, that there was originally a ſtatue on 


The ſtatue was, probably, of Pompey himſelf; and muſt have 
been of a gigantic ſize, to have e of a man's re. 
tion at ſo great an eignnũ . 72 

There are circumſtances in this ſtory which might; give it 
an air of fiction, were it not demonſtrated beyond all doubt. 
Beſides the teſtimonies of many eye-witneſſes, the adventurers 
themſelves. have left us a token of the fact, by the initials. of 


column, that the evening was too far advanced for us to go 
further. After providing ourſelves with a relic of this ſhrine, 
quarter diſtant. In our way we mounted an eminence, which 


view of the new and old city and e of eee, 
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WE D N E 8 DAY, 1ſt Ocroprs. 0 


1882 preſent of an bay CR this morning from Signior 


pitolinus. The ſmall collection which I have made, is not worth 
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= preſenting to the reader, though the place from ITY I chiefly 


drew them, is a proof of their being originals: as neither the 
{kill nor the remoteneſs of the country of Upper Egypt, can favor 


deceit in ſuch matters. But a ſtranger ſhould be very careful how. 
he makes theſe pur chaſes in Alexandria. Seals have been tendered 


me for ſale, which had all the appearance of antiquity; but on 
the inſpection of a perſon converſant in virtù, turned out to 


be copies. They are, however, at times, in great plenty in this 


neighborhood. The people who follow this trade, hit per- 
chance upon a mine of curioſities, when a virtuoſi might fur- 


niſh a cabinet with originals at a ſmall expence. This we 
ſaw exemplified. Signior Brandi lives with the Genoeſe con- 


ful, Signior Agoſtini. At his houſe we met with ſeveral anti- 
quities, which have been recovered from the ruins of this city. 
Among the moſt remarkable is a buſt of Alexander, finely 
executed and but little damaged. 

In the afternoon we went to ſee Cleopatra s Needle, Which lies 
to the eaſtward of the city. We again mounted our aſſes, and, 
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about 
ten minutes at the Needle. It is almoſt cloſe to the ſea, and lifts 
up its head amid an heap of ruins, which appear to have been a 
circle of magnificent buildings that ſurrounded it. It is ſaid, 
there were originally three obeliſks which bore this name; and 
that one of them has been buried by its own weight, and the ri- 


ſing of the ſand about it. It is certain, however, that two of 


them once ſtood here at about fifty yards aſunder. One of them 
was torn up by the roots in a violent ſtorm ſome years ago, and 
prone on the ground lies groveling many a rood.” Theſe obe- 
liſks are alſo of granite, which is the marble peculiar to this place. 
They are of a ſingle ſtone, ſixty feet in length, and covered on 


all ſides with hieroglyphics. The one which is ſtanding, yields 


only in beauty to Pompey's pillar, among the remains of this au- 
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guſt eity; and it is a wonder that no attempt has been made to 
tranſport the fallen Needle to Europe; a ſimilar enterprize to 

which was effected, I think, in the removal of Trajan's pillar, 
the greateſt boaſt of modern Rome. What a beautiful termina- 
tion would it make to one of the viſtos at Chatſworth! What a 
noble addition would it prove to the collection at Stowe] But the 
expence would be too heavy for any, but a princely purſe to diſ- 
charge, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch 
to poſſeſs. For a drawing of this obeliſk, as well as of Pompey's * 
pillar, I muſt refer the reader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and 
to the drawings of Mr. Dalton. The few plates which I have 
ventured to give, contain views of ſuch things only as are not, 
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travels. 
We contemplated this obeliſk with pleaſure, and left it with 
regret. While we looked at the ruins around us, we could not 
but fancy ourſelves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies. 
Here Anthony revelled ; here Cleopatra reigned ! Here beauty 
ſhed her roſy ſmiles ; here pleaſure danced an eternal round; and 
here, alas! the hero forewent empire and life for the faſcinating 
charms of love! Some hundreds of yards from the ſpot we had | 
left, is an angle of the antient walls of the city. Theſe walls are 
ſtill above the level of the ground, and the ditch is {till to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed. This is the eaſtern face, and at certain equidiſtances, 
there were round towers for the better protection of the walls. 
We entered the tower at the angle, which appeared to be leſs de- 
cayed than the reſt. There is a circular room in the middle, 
which at preſent goes up to the top of the tower: But by a nar- 
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*The author has given a view of this pillar in the frontiſpiece to his Eaſtern 
Eclogues; but a more competent idea can be gathered of it in a collection of prints, 
publiſhed by the ingenious Mr. Dalton in the year 1752, comprizing, among other 
antiquities, the elevations and ſections of the pyramids of Egypt, which muſt have 
been a taſk not leſs difficult than curious. 1 
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row ſtaircaſe on one ſide of it, there is a likelihood of there ha- 
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and 
on our return home, viſited the church of St. Catherine belong- 
ing. to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re- 
ceſs illuminated with a lamp, to ſee the ſtone on which St. Ca- 
therine was beheaded. This ſtone 1s held in uncommon venera- 
tion ; and the fathers are very anxious to per ſuade ſtrangers, that 
drops of her blood are ſtill viſible thereon. _ They were under no 
danger of having this opinion contradicted, through the abun- 
dance of our zeal; but they were, perhaps, more pleaſed, that we 
had charity enough to leave ſome ſilver among * towards the | 
propagation | of this innocent e 


ut 1hun RS DA „5 Gern 


Intelligence came this morning of the loſs of five boats on the 
bogage, or bar of the Nile, which were among a fleet that 
failed two days ago for Roſetto. The young Swiſs whom I have 
before ſpoken of, was unluckily on board one of them ; and we 
learn with concern, that he has eſcaped only with his life. 
If the reader, however, remembers bur deſcription of that place, 
it may ſeem a greater mercy to him, that the young man did not 
periſh with his effects. The wind blowing in the teeth of a rapid 
current, muſt have occaſioned a prodigious ſwell on the bar, 
which generally proves as fatal to the mariner as to his bark. 
The French merchants of this city are ſaid to be conſiderable. 
ſufferers by this accident.; as they had very rich bales of goods 
on the boats which are wrecked. But the misfortune. of the 
young Swiſs chiefly engaged our attention. Our minds yet 
ſmarted with the remembrance of our own diſtreſſes; and we 
were, perhaps, never in a diſpoſition to have contributed more 
largely, than we now did, towards the relief of a fellow- crea- 


tur E. a 


1 * 7 | 
ture. So true it is, that calamity - is the beſt, phy fician. 8 to men 
tal infirmities, and diſpoſes the, Palos: to liſten more — 4 

to the calls of humanity. ly Gotite Genet s e 
Ats laughable enough, to e 50 e e any en of 
. the generality of the buildings of this city. Marble ready wrought 
to the hand, is in ſuch profuſion here, that in every ſtreet you 
meet with the noble fragments of palaces and temples, applied to 
the meaneſt purpoſes. I have ſeen a ſtable ſupported by pillars of 
the fineſt granite, and a cow-houle paved with the moſt beautiful 
tablets of marble. This view, indeed, is more likely to provoke a 
ſigh than a ſmile. It too nearly reſembles, the prophecy: denoun- 
ced againſt that ſplendid city, whoſe regal edifices were to become 
the habitations of the beaſts of the field. . But our ridicule is di- 
rected againſt another object. The court-yards of the foreign 
factories are encompaſſed with the choiceſt pillars that could be 
procured but the confuſion of orders, in which the Doric, Io- 
nic, and Corinthian: jar together, joined to the unequal height 
and diameter of the ſhafts, rather. render the whole a ludicrous 
than an agreeable aſſemblage. But as the builders, have had con- 
venience more than elegance in view, the want of taſte f in the diſ- 
poſition 1 is the more enchſable.: doom pave 95631 

We took a ride in the evening to the. canal which- was s brought 
Tide the Nile, and ſtill ſupplies the city with water. Our route 
lay through a road which leads to the S. E. gate, and divides the 
antient city into two equal parts. This is the high road to Ro- 
ſetto, on which travellers are accuſtomed to go on mules, in pre- 
ference to the dangerous poſſage by ſea. The journey is performed 
in ſeven or eight hours, and it is reported that the obſtruction to it 
is now removed, by the gallantry of a Turk, who was attacked 
yeſterday by the Bedouins, or wild Arabs, that have lately infeſted 
the country. The captain of the gang was luckily ſhot by the 

Turk; and his adherents have fled to other parts. We arrived 

| in 
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in about half an SY at the gate. It has pern a very ee os 
work, and there are ſtill two columns, which ſapport the pedeſtal * 
above it, of the moſt beautiful ſymmetry and deſign. The canal 


is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It ſtill ſerves the chief 


purpoſe for which it was intended; and, in the floods, conveys a 
ſufficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the ciſterns for the 


uſe of. the enſuing year. This expenſive labor was neceſſary to 
rectify the defect with which this thirſty ſoil is curſt, and is in 


every reſpect worthy of its ſuppoſed founder. But the channel a 
few miles above is ſo choaked up, as to render it no longer na- 


vigable for the ſmalleſt boats, except for a week or two in the f 
year. There is a large arch thrown over this canal, which ap- 


pears firm enough to admit of repair. Neither the bridge nor 
canal, however, have a chance to be reſtored to their former con- 


dition by the indolent and illiberal Turk; although, comparative- 
* ſpeaking, an inconſiderable expence would be the means of re- 
viving, in their full extent, theſe elegant and ſerviceable works of 
antiquity. On the banks of this canal are raiſed the vegetables, 


with which the city 1s ſupplied; and beyond them the deſart 
ſtretches to the Nile. 


On our return home we 3 a tour of the 3 wall of the 


antient city, which we had not before ſeen. There are towers 


upon it as on the other tide, and the wall has more e frequent 


breaches 1 in it. 


' FRIDAY, 3d OCTOBER, 


9 employed myſelf this morning in tranſcribing an ode, which I 
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile. 


The reader will find it in the Appendix, where it will appear as "Þ 
companion to the ode to the deſart. He may, perhaps, ſuſpect me 


of another reaſon than what I before alledged, for not mingling 
z C 
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poetry 180 Sebi for putting it in that place: The ht de⸗ 
tween the ſubjects is ſo firiking, as to ſet the deſcriptive * 
of either piece in the beſt light. þ | 


are not arrived from Cairo. For fear of my being hereafter pre- 


es 5-8 


fected, but with different fortunes. The guilty perſon knew 


and, without ſuſpicion, hired a mule for Roſetto. Here he ar- 
reached that city, there was a veſſel under way for Conſtanti- 


found an opportunity to quit it, which his knowledge of the 


5 the = rench factory ; the ſuppoſed — of which, he vainly 


19 


Nothing retards our departure but the veſſel's diſpatches, which 


vented, I will here communicate the ſtory of the French conſul's 
murder, ſome circumſtances of which are of an extraordinary na- 
ture, and will ſerve to juſtify the unfavorable idea which is enter- 
tained of the Arabians, in different parts of this work. 

Three young gentlemen belonging to the French factory kad 
been out in the country ſhooting pigeons. They were met on 
their return by ſome Arabs, who, with their uſual impudence to 
Chriſtians whom they ſuppoſe to be in their power, demanded 
their guns. Theſe the Frenchmen naturally refuſed to deliver 
up; ; and a ſtruggle enſuing, in which they were likely t to be over- 
come by numbers, one of them levelled his piece, and ſhot an 
Arab dead on the ſpot. The unexpectedneſs of this action ſtruck 
fuch a terror into the reſt, that they immediately diſperſed, and left 
the young men to make the beſt of their way off. This they ef- 


there was mo ſafety for him in Alexandria, although the life had 
been taken away in defence of his property, againſt an hoſtile aſ- 


fault. He bent his way, therefore, to a village on the ſea-ſide, 


rived with great expedition, and embarked on a boat which was 
that moment going for Damiat. Happily for him, when he 


nople, in which he eſcaped from the deſtiny that awaited him, 
One of his companions concealed himſelf in this city, until he 


language enabled him to do in ſafety. The other took refuge i Wn 


imagined 
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imagined would protect him from the reſentment of the Arabs. 
Though he was only a ſpeCtator of the accident which had hap- 


pened, he was doomed to anſwer for it in the moſt inhuman 


manner. The city was preſently. in commotion; and a mob, 
headed by the comrades of the deceaſed, forced open the gates of 


the factory, after having been denied admittance by the conſul, 


took out the unfortunate youth who remained, and hung him 
upon the firſt tree they met with. Not ſatisfied with this ſacrifice, 
they afterwards cut him in pieces, and RP: his limbs in diffe- 
rent quarters of the ci tr 1 957 
Here one might think the vengeance of Kb would flops 
With ſuch a retaliation, that, confounding as it did the innocent 


with the guilty, is ſo agreeable to their notions of juſtice, the 
Arabs might be ſatisfied. But their thirſt for blood was not yet 
quenched. As the murderer had eſcaped, they turned their rage 


againſt the innocent man, who. had preſumed to afford his ac- 


complice a ſanctuary. Aware of the unforgiving diſpoſitions of 
the Arabs, the conſul had confined himſelf to his houſe for the 
ſpace of two months, and upwards. He now- thouglit the matter 
Was forgotten, and ventured out as uſual to take the air on an 
aſs, along with the Janizary of his nation. This Janizary is 


eſteemed here a ſufficient ſafeguard. He may be ſo on common 
occaſions, but his authority failed him on this. The 5 were met 
by a man near Pompey's Pillar, who, with ſeeming indifference, 
enquired the conſul's name of the Janizary; and being ſatisfied 
it was the perſon he ſought, he ſtepped ſuddenly behind him, and 


diſcharged a piſtol in his back. The ball went through the con- 


ſul's body, and he immediately expired. Thus loſing, like the 
hero near whoſe column he fell, his life by-the treachery of the 
Egyptian race | The aſſaſſin eſcaped during the Janizary's con- 


fuſion, and no notice was taken by the government of ſuch an 


outrage. The French conſulted their own dignity, as well as the 
— . 2 — — intereſte 
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intereſts of other nations, when they ſent two frigates this ſummer 
to demand ſatisfaction. But whether the force was inadequate, 
or they have been tempted, by ſome ſecret advantages, to give up, 
as they have done on many occaſions, the honor and even fafety 
of their miniſters in Turkey, the frigates Tony es og; without 
ſucceſs 3 in their a e bh 


SATUR D AY, 4th OcTtoszrs. 


We were alarmed this morning with the report of a veſſel being 
about to founder in the harbor. This carried us to the quay, 
where we ſaw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour. 
It ſeems that ſhe run upon the anchor of another veſſel as ſhe 
came into the road, and the crew were glad to quit her with their 
lives. It is ſurprizing that theſe accidents are not more frequent 

in a port, where veſſels are obliged to be always moored, on ac- 
count of their inſecure ſtation. The water is ſo ſhallow when 
-the tide is out, that there would be no ſteering clear of the anchors, 
were not ſtrangers apprized where they lie. What is done, there- 
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here 

_ enforced for the good of the public. And every veſſel is obliged, 
by an order at this port, to place buoys over her anchors. A failure 
in this meaſure ſubjects her to the payment of any loſs ſhe may 
occaſion. And, it 1s ſaid, the owners of. the Greek nem wall” 
recover damages on this ground. dhe ET FIT 
As we were returning from the quay, we met a porter finking, 

to all appearance, under a double bale of cotton. He wore jack- 
boots, in order to keep his knees ſtraight, and walked doubled, with 
his hands ſupported on his knees. Were not the fact well known 
to thouſands who trade to the Levant, one would heſitate to men- 
tion the enormous loads which the Turkiſh porters carry. We 
went to the ſcales where the bales were weighing, and ſaw one 15 


dem take” a bale of 7 ct. upon Kia back, and ſtagger under it 
to the quay. The diſtance, indeed, is not very great, and there 
appears to be as much art as ſtrength exerciſed in theſe ſurpriz- 
ing efforts of the bodily powers. I have heard more than once, 
during my reſidence in India, of the porters in Perſia being fa- 
mous for carrying a' pipe of wine on their backs, which is more 
than 10 ewt. and, with the aſſiſtance of a bamboo, or ſticcacroſs 
his ſhoulders, a Chineſe at Canton is ſaid to ſupport an equal bur- 
den with more eaſe to himſelf.” It is only in countries, however, 
where labourers of this kind are ſcarce, that ſuch vigour is deſir- 
able. In Paris or London, where profeſſions are not hereditary, 
and where every idler is willing to turn his hand to any thing, the 
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This uſeful 
branch of labor would ſink in its value, and crouds would lan- — 
guiſh for want of employment. | 
We dined on board one of the Engliſh ſhips ollay, ve 
the departure of the French frigates without "redreſs of their 
complaint, became the ſubject: of converſation. It ſeems. that 
the French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners 
here on this- occafion ; and compariſons been drawn between 
them and the Engliſh, not to their advantage. Indeed, hiſtory 
furniſhes many inſtances of the oppoſite behavior of both go- 
vernments in ſimilar caſes. Where one negotiates for a. redreſs 
of injuries, the other diſpatches a fleet to command it. And 
while one is waſting time in unavailing threats, the other 
employs more certain arguments of conviction with the Maho- 
metan powers. But there 1s ſomething very myſterious in this. 
procedure of a people, who, in other reſpects, are jealous of af- 
fronts, and enamored of glory. The particular advantages which 
they derive from the Turkey trade, ſeem to influence their ope- 
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the preſervation of thoſe 
advantages, at the expence of their national honor, All Europe 
3 50 
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is indebted. to France, tor the trouble ſhe. 1 in rake the 
Archipelago of the pirates which infeſted i it, after the cloſe of the 
Ruſſian war. They were chiefly Greeks, and. abounded in ſuch 
a degree, that not a merchantman eſcaped being attacked by 
them. The French frigates every where purſued them with un- 
remitting vigilance; and to eradicate the evil effectually, ran 
their barks down in general, without firing a gun. The good 
conſequences of theſe exertions ſoon appeared ; and it is no- 
torious, that there never was à time, in which the, Mediterra- 
nean was ſo. bug) of [<qulaies M all. dee ras - the 


| which confiſted of a lady and her two daughters. The latter 
were very beautiful, but overloaded with a'-profuſion of zechins 
upon their heads and breaſts, which were ſtrung together like 
pear! *. The eldeſt of the daughters is married toda man now | 
in France. She preſſed our captain much for a paſſage. He is 
full; but with the gallantry of a Frenchman, placed his refuſal 
to a deſire of preſerving harmony among his paſſengers, Which 
the influence of her charms could not fail to invade. The frank - 


afford us a We of much entertainment darin our 
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neſs and pleaſantry of this Provengal are very engaging, and 


voyage. 
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SUNDAY, n Ocrekkk. = 0 ll | 


We attended the ſervice this morning at the clint of * Ges 
nocſe „ ET, where we afterwards, n on a invitation of 


4 


As the characters were Nba it was earv⸗ ſtruck 171 one of the Celis 3 in. 
honor of that hero, I attempted, in. vain, to place it among. oy ſmall col-- 
—— b e 5 . | 
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Signior Br mM The conſul, 18 4 polite chearful. old 8 
of ſeventy, and ,upwards, and has ſexyed in that office with great 
credit, fer above; thirty, years, He. is, however, too mucl 
iovalid. to be able tq attend, to buſineſs, which is managed. for 
him by Signior Brandi, who is alſo 1 to Mr. Baldwin. 

We acc L 
tian factory, where we drank coffee, with an Italian lady who i is 
lodged there. From hence we {allied out to a garden, which is 
about ten minutes walk from, the. city. This garden is thickly 
planted with fruit- trees of various kinds, in which we found a 
very agrecable relief from the ſandy: views, Which every where 


meet the eye in the environs of 7H Plgse. | meet but the 


Was * 


F (= 16+ 50 to have founded a city e on * . 5 And the 
rank it keeps among commercial cities at this hour, in ſpite of 
the revolutions i it has ſeen in its religion, government, andcuſtoms, 
demonſtrates the acuteneſs of that monarch's diſcernment. Tyre, 
Athens, and. Carthage, are only to be reſpected in the page of 
hiſtory: while the port of Alexandria 1 is {till crouded with the 
veſſels: of different nations; and fall diſpenſes, Anau ma len 
degree, her bounty throught the IL. et) als > 

As we returned home we paſſed the hank of a fats . 
whoſe reputation is ſpread about this city. It is her cuſtom to 
ſhew herſelf daily at her window, to enſnare thoſe who venture 
to gaze upon her. It 1 1s affirmed that her charms made a very 
ſingular impreſſion upon an Engliſh nobleman, who came here 
ſome years ago. He bid very highly for her perſon, but was 
diſappointed in his views. The amour ſomehow got wind, and 
ſhe was honored by a wag with his title, which ſhe has mtr 
to this day. : 

An a converſation with our e ir evening, we cn 
vered that fear was one cauſe of the diſtinction, with which the 
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ned Signior Brandi in the evening to the Vene- 
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no more ride triumphant in theſe ſeas; and their thunders have 
long ceaſed to ſtrike terror through the coaſts of Egypt. But 
the ſpell is revived. The Engliſh have found their way into the 


. own: terms. The reader may remember the aſſiſtance which' we 


reign power, had viſited that port. Her arrival was a phenome- 


India has given them the navigation and commerce of the Red- 


fit the public; and, under proper reſtrictions, add to the influence 


expectation &. | Rumor 1 18 well known. to magnify danger. The 


force of this reaſoning. It has been ſuggeſted by the ingenious Dr. Ruſſell, 
| whoſe long reſidence in Turkey inclines' the author to pay a deference to him on 


pery. The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo, turns out 


is yery judicious. The commerce by Aleppo would fall to the ground, were that 
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Engliſh are treated i in this country. It! is many years d che 
Engliſn trade has declined in the Lernt. Their ſhips of w 5 


Red-ſea, and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on their 


received in our greateſt diſtreſs, from the arrival of the Swallow 
floop of war at Judda. This ſloop mounted about twenty guns, 
and had carried diſpatches from Madras to Snez. Since the Por- 
tugueſe were expelled Arabia, no veſſel of war belonging to a fo- 


non which alarmed the weakneſs of this government. The jea- 
louſies that exiſt among the European nations, are the baſis of 
its ſecurity on the fide of the Mediterranean. But on the ſhores 
of the Red-ſea, it muſt ſubmit to the power, whoſe empire in 


fea, without a competitor. And this power is the Engliſh. 
A track, truck out by private adventurers, may hereafter bene- 


and power of the Company, in a meaſure which might exceed 


force 


7 The inſtability of the Egyptian government weakens, in ſome degree, the 


a ſubje& on which he is fo much better informed, that the difeouragement which 
the Turks give to the trade by Suez, ariſes from this very; cauſe. The revolu- 
tions in Cairo are often annual, and the Porte, conſequently; can depend but little 
on receiving a ſhare of their profits from men, whoſe footing in power is ſo ſlip- 


wholly i in favor of the Turk, The inference, therefore, which the Doctor draws, 


by 


® O—_— 2 


_ 10 J: 


[IP of the Swallow loop was eſtimated at Cairo at, ſixty guns. 
Here, ſhe, is a firſt rate! It is no wonder that this government 
ſhould be on its good behavior, when it has not even a galley on 
the Red-ſea to protect the trade, For though this trade is almoſt 
wholly. carried on upon Arabian bottoms, were an embar $0 


to be laid on the importation of coffee into the Egyptian ports, 


the courſe would be turned to the caravans, through which chan- 
nel the coffee i 18 delivered at more than double the Price, to what 


it is by water. 


— 


MON DAV, eth OcTozzs. 


We are detained here by the moſt vexatious of all circum- 
ſtances the neglect of the agents of the Cleopatra. Captain 
Calvi has been ready to fail theſe four days, and his diſpatches 


are not yet arrived from Cairo. To whet our diſappointment, 


the wind has been eaſterly the whole time; and we might 
have perforr med a fourth part of our paſſage to Marſeilles, Na- 
tural delays ſhould be borne with patience; but thoſe which 
ariſe from. human peryerſeneſs, are enough. to | ruffle a x Stoic's 


| temper. 


We encountered ſome ob! el to-day, who beyond all others 
ſhould engage Our commiſeration. They were the captain and 
officers of a French veſſel, which was wrecked four years ago on 


the coalt of Barbary. Along with the crew they were carried into - 
ſlavery; and have now been releaſed by an accident. The em- 


peror of Morocco has ſent an embaſſy to the court of France, 
and theſe Frenchmen were ſelected, among forty others, as a pre- 


ſent worthy for a a king to receive. The particulars of theſe un- 


by Sher to be eſtabliſhed. And this is the ſecret objection which the Porte en- 
tertains to the latter trade; and was hatched, not by the influence of French i in- 
trigyes, nor the complaints « of the religious of Mecca and Medina. 
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Tortimdis people's $ ſtory are very wenka ver very ſimilar: to 
accounts already publiſhed of captives in the fame ſituation. There 


is a youth among them of about fourteen years of age. His lot 


was different Ft the reſt. On account of his youth, when. 


1 they 1 were firſt brought to Morocco, the emperor ordered him to 


be an attendant in the ſeraglio. This anecdote we had from the 
boy's own mouth, although he was ſometimes at a loſs to ex- 


preſs himſelf in his native tongue. His employment was to make 


coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bouquets for them of 
the ſweeteſt flowers in the gardens of the palace. It may, per- 
haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul- 
tana is an Engliſhwoman, who has been elevated to that dignity 
more than twenty years. She ſeems to be about forty, and ha- 
ving borne the emperor two ſons, 1s perhaps, on that account, 

treated by him with a diſtinction, which her charms no longer 


command. And in fact, while he pays her only court in public, 
his private hours are dedicated to a French concubine, who was 


made a captive by one of his cruizers, and on account of her ex- 
quiſite beauty, preferred to the ſeraglio. Theſe barbarians, it 
ſeems, are grown nice in their amours | Depopulated Greece can- 
not afford them a variety of beauty, but they muſt appropriate the 
ſpoils of France and England to pamper their baſe luſts! Where 


ſleeps the vengeance of thoſe warlike nations, that they ſuffer 


theſe crying injuries to paſs unpuniſhed? The gallies of Barbary 

groan with their men, and her ſeraglios teem with their females ! 
When the ſtates of Europe learn to diſtinguiſh their true intereſts; 
when they eſtabliſh a firm baſis of union among themſelves ; then, 
and then only, can they hope to ſee their arms directed againſt 


the common enemies of mankind ; to fee their commerce un- 


interrupted, their people uninſlaved by the refuſe of the earth! 
The Mahometan Ramazan is commenced. This inſtitute is 


an mutation of our Lent, except that there is a difference i in the 
5 8 mode 


i "Y b 


mode of abſtinence mel. The rigid Catholic contents him 
ſelf with a change of diet; and takes his uſual meals without 
ſcruple, ſo that he forbears fleſh and certain forbidden - things, 
The life of a Muſſulman undergoes a total innovation during this 
faſt. From the time the ſun riſes until it ſets again, the taſte of 
any ſubſtance, even water itſelf, is prohibited by the law of Ma- 
homet. But then the night brings full reparation with it. Ex- 
ceſs follows abſtinence, and he indulges himſelf in a variety of 
food, to be revenged upon the law. The bad conſequences of 
this prieſtcraft muſt be ſenſibly felt by both parties. Our Ja- 
nizary has been quite unhinged ſince the Ramazan began. He 
is now fitter for ſleep than action, during the day; and were we 
to remain here, we ſhould reap. little benefit from his ſervices 
while the faſt continued. The ſtreets are now empty of people in 
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to aſſemble in the 
coffee-houſes, and at the corners of the ſtreets; where they 
wait for the prieſt's proclamation of ſunſet. Their faces betray 
the height of impatience; and at the appointed ſignal, they 
ſtart for their dinners with no my benannte intentions. 


# 
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The veſſel's patchen are at length arrived, but the wind is ſo 
conſiderably heightened to-day, that the captain holds it danger 
ous to attempt moving out of his ſtation with it, We muſt wait 
for what the morrow may effect in our behalf. 

News is juſt come from Cairo, that the troubles upon the Nile 
are recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in 
this unhappy country. The fugitive beys have found means to 
poſſeſs themſelves at length of Jue, about which city they have 
long hovered. The ſituation of this poſt enables them to ſtop ef- 
fectually, the navigation of the river. A large armament is pre- 


7 paring 


1 
— 


t: 156 1 == 
paring at Cairo; to diſlodge! the rebels from their ſtrong hold. 
Boats of all kinds are preſſed for this ſervice, and the communi- 


5 cation promiſes to be interrupted between Alexandria and the me- 


tropolis. The iſſue of this commotion may, to all appearance, be 
foretold. It is the laſt effort of a deſperate party, which can- 
not avail them againſt ſuperior numbers and diſcipline. Iſmaul 
Beg has now ſet a price upon the heads of his ' antagoniſts. 
This barbarous practice is juſtified by the example of the moſt 
poliſhed nations, againſt thoſe whom the ſtate conſiders as trai- 
tors. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt 
of his fears. But the accompliſhment of this deſign is uncertain *, 
We cannot ſufficiently: congratulate ourſelves on our removal 
from thoſe ſcenes of contention ; and count all our toils as hap- 
pily endured, ſince we en W ere, the new ee that 
awaited us. e ee 5 . 77 
Ibrahim has juſt now taken leave of us, to e on a a boat 
wies | is bound for Roſetto. He is furniſhed with recommenda- 
tions for the Engliſh captains who may come to Suez; and there 
is no doubt of his finding a good opportunity to get back to the 
Adventure, to which veſſel he {till belongs. The behavior of this 
poor Indian has been, uniformly honeſt and. ingenuous. Some 
flight errors which he has been guilty of, were fully retrieved by 
the importance of his ſervices ; and could we command power or 
riches at this moment, they would be- employed in beſtowing a 
more ſuitable reward on his merits: + Henceforth be not virtue 
appropriated by any particular ſect. Let pride be taught to be- 
lieve, there is no diſtinction among mankind, but what reſults 
from the practice of good and evil; and imbibe, with us, a chari- 
table opinion of the members of Aden perſuaſion. 


OY 


= So uncertain, = it appears the \ very reverſe has nee happened, od the de- 
poſed beys have recovered their rower, Rough at this hour, ne; it has again 


cluded their graſp? 
| That 


— 
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That we might be ready for the captain 8 fummons in the | 


W 1 we diſchar ged' our debts at this place, and preſented our 
Janizary with ſome pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have 
given him. The alacrity with which we ſhall quit theſe ſhores, 
has been quickened by concurrent circumſtances; The very air 


of this city ſeems to be impregnated with the | breezes of the 


North. Her ſtreets diſplay the habit which is ſo familiar to our 
eyes; and her harbor is crowded with veſſels, which are bound to 


the lands of liberty and ſcience. What boſom then can repreſs 
its emotions at ſuch a ſight? What foot would linger | on the 


| ſtrand, when the fail was ſet for the ports of Europe? Curioſity 


has been ſatisfied. Like the hunters who have encountered toil 
and danger in the purſuit of their game, we anticipate the ſweets 


of repoſe ; and find, that the ardor of expectation IG 5 1 - 


e fr ee of — G7 #17 DOE 


WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER. | 


The wind being favorable- this, morning for our, depar ture, 
the Captain fired a gun, as a fignal for us to go off, At ſe- 


ven o'clock Monſieur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander, 


Mr. Hammond, and myſelf to the quay, where we embarked 


on the Cleopatra; and at eleven, Weis nen our anchor for 


Marſeilles *. 


* It may be ſutiafitlory to the reader to know that our travellers, whom he has 


ſo long accompanied, arrived ſafely in England at the cloſe of the year 1777, after 
a journey of eleven months. It may be ſuppoſed that the end of their miſſion was 
defeated by the delays they encountered; but they flatter themſelves, that the merit 


of perſeverance will not be denied them, either by the reſpectable body in whoſe ſer- 
vice it was exerted, or by the ene public. 


2 
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AND now, Madam, i it is time to bid you adieu. To purſue : the 
ſimile of the hunters, whatever ſatisfaction I may have found in 
the recital of our adventures, I doubt whether an indifferent per- 
ſon will liſten as complacently to the tale. In the review of this 
volume, Lhave as much reaſon to pray for your indulgence, as to 
hope for your ſympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye, 
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are almoſt. inſeparable 
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an unrea- 
ſonable or arrogant wiſh. While the major part of mankind are 
adminiſtering to the caprices of the female-ſex, while they are 
feeding their vanity with the groſſeſt flatteries, and perverting 
their diſpoſitions by an idle compliance with their humours, his 
preſumption may ſurely be excuſed, who, actuated by a ſpirit of 
philanthropy, and willing to communicate the reſult of dear- 
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman of his party, 
who has reflection enough to weigh the importance of human 
misfortunes, and zeal enough to promote their publication for the 
inſtruction of the world. That he has not offered a trifling ſub- 
ject to her conſideration, is the beſt compliment which he could 
pay to her underſtanding ; ; and that he looks for her ſympathy 1 in 
the hour of diſtreſs, is not the worſt picture which he could give 
of her feelings. To be a ſerious member of a thoughtleſs tribe, 
is no leſs an honor to a woman, than to Pofſeſs a refined heart in a 
W and ben age. 


1 have the honor to > be, 


N 7 | | 3 
Your's, &c. 


. Alexandria, 8th October, 1777. 
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TUST as theſe ſheets were going to the preſs, a letter came to 
my hands, which, on every account, I would wiſh to communi- 
cate to the reader. The ſtorm is blown over, and the tale that threa- 

tened ſuch tragical circumſtances, is brought'to an happy conclu- 
fion. But if any character in this work has ſecured the affection 
of the reader, he will not refuſe a ſigh to its unworthy deftiny. If 
the work itſelf has intereſted his paſſions, he will greedily peruſe 
a ſupplement, that promiſes further food for his curioſity. The 
letter is from Mr. Hammond, one of the number of the un lucky 
ſubjects of theſe adventures, who has poſſeſſed reſolution enough 
to hazard the dangers of an inhoſpitable ſhore, and to return to 
India by the route of Egypt. I mean not to anticipate the rela- 
tion of a friend, but I ſhould do injuſtice to my own feelings, were 
I to be ſilent on this melancholy occaſion. 

And here let me adviſe the ſuſceptible reader to cloſe the volume. 
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to diſturb the Phi- 
lolopher's peace; but the impreſſion it makes on the unexperi- 
enced breaſt, is too deep to be eaſily eraſed. But if he dare the 
conffict, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine, 
let him reflect on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous 
dead! Let him, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track, 
by which the ſoul is led to the regions of immortality ; and while 
we embalm the monarch's memory with an x unfeigned tear, let us 


my hope 


— 
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hope that our latter prayers may be as acceptable to the Deity, 
as our latter moments may be more propitious than thoſe of the 
great Iſman Abu Ally! Unbroken be the reed which moans 

thy loſs, rich pearl of Araby! Sweet ſmelling like the gums of 
Aden's vale, to heaven aſcend thy on path ian - 


| | 60 4 * 20th Auguſt, 1779. 
1 cannot avoid giving you a letter from a place that was once 
« ſo deſirable an object to us, however reverſed it has been to me 
6 ſecond time. I arrived here the I 5th July laſt, after a very 
„ pleaſant paſſage from Venice, and was preparing, with my 
„„ fellow-travellers, to ſet out for Suez on the 28th, when, on 
« that morning, Mr. Moore, the owner of our veſſel, was made 
<« a priſoner, and detained till four days ago, in conſequence of 
« his ſhip, with another at Suez, having been treacherouſly 
« ſeized by the orders of this government. 1 he ſhips have ſince 
1 been releaſed, and the people are gone to Suez to take poſſeſ- 
« fon of them again; which we only want to hear of, to enable 
« us to {et forward. This extr aordinary manceuvre, on the part 4 
of this government, was owing to an Engliſh caravan having $3 
8 been plundered 1 in croſſing the deſart from Suez to Cairo, and 1 
«© many unfortunate Europeans having periſhed in the deſart. 
The government, upon this, contrived the means of ſeizing the 
« veſſels, and have made us enter into ſolemn engagements with 
mY them, that no hoſtilities ſhall be committed hereafter by the 
Engliſh, in conſequence: of that accident !, He 3 
The politics of this country have been a good deal changed 
2 ſince we left it. It ſeems that ſoon after our departure f from 
Cairo, Ibrahim Beg, and Morad Beg, were brought back into 3 
a Cairo, accompanied by. our old friend Iſman Abu Ally, who | I 
« was with Mr. Baldwin, and made many enquiries after us. For 


1 „ | 40 this eſſential ſervice, the poor old man had his head taken off 
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1 by Morad Beg, about Wee weeks ago, who was at Chinnah 
in purſuit of Huſſein Beg, one of Iſmaul Beg's partizans !— 
« Monſieur Chevalier, the late governor of Chandernagore, ar- 


« rived here a” few days ago from Judda, by the route of Cre. 


« He met with Morad Beg at Ghinnah, who gave him 5g paſſ- 
« port, for his ſafety down the river. | 

I hope to leave Cairo in about fivedays, attended by our old 
«« ſervant Ibrahim, who has been wiſe enough to marry here, and 
« 1s as completely ſettled as he well can be. I have adviſed him 
to puſh off to India with us. As if I had not been ſufficiently 


«© puniſhed for making a ſecond viſit to this country, I have had 


e the addition of an epidemical ſickneſs, which has raged here 


« with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to every Euro- 
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. P P E N D I X. 


ob 10 THE DESART. 


Written on a Journey through \ the Deſarts of Thebais, | 
OO" er . : 
HOU waſte! from ks fight retit d, 
Buy nought eſteem'd, invok d, deſir d; 
Where ſtony hill and ſterile plain, 
And ever-ſullen ſilence reign * “: us ; 


Where nought i is ſeen to-cheer the eye, 
But ruſſet earth and ſunny ſæy 
Nor tree nor herbage bleſs the ground, 
Nor aught to cheriſh life is found. 


Save, where the deer, whom fears aflail; 
| Shoots ſuddenly athwart the vale ; 
If chance the ſound of diſtant feet 
| Aen. his loneſome, dark retreat. 


O! while thy ſecrets 1 explore, - 
And traverſe-all thy regions o'er,, 
The patient camel I beſtride— 
May no ill hap his ſteps betide !: 


5 S 


* And eyer-muſing melancholy reigns.” Porz's Eliſa to Hbehard. 
a | 2 5 A's: 


J 


TE 1 393 
As on we preſs the burning ſoil, 
And through the winding valley toil, 
Still lend ſome hill's projecting height, 
To ſhield me from Sol's piercing fight. 


And ſhould our ſcrips of water faiil, 

And horrid thirſt my lips affail, ,, 

Then, then, thy ſcanty drops impart, 
To renovate my fainting heart. 


Nor to thy toiling ſon refuſe 
The trufle's leaf, or berry's juice; 
Theſe ſtinted products of the waſte, - 

Luxurious! let my camel taſte. 


At noontide heat, and midnight cold, 
Thy vengeful ſtores of wrath with-hold: 
Nor bid the ſudden whirlwind riſe, 

To blend at once, hills, vales, and ſkies! 


Dread cauſe ! too ſubtile to define, ' 
Where horror! danger! ruin join. 

Stop, ſtop its peſtilential breath, | — 
That 'whelms a caravan in death! EO ee 


But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O! turn the roving * Arab back; 
Who, tyger-like, infeſts the way, 

And makes the traveller his prey. 


» 


*The reader will have found that this wiſh was not granted. We fell in with a 
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more extraordinary, on the very day that this 
Ode was written. This meeting, ſo dreaded by us, was, in all probability, the 
cauſe of our preſervation, Theſe foes to man, by an unexpected turn, became our 
friends. They were our guides when our people were at a loſs for the road they 
led us to the ſprings, and ſupplied us with food, when our water or proviſion failed 

us. What an inconteſtible evidence is this of the weakneſs of human opinions ! of 
the vanity of human wiſhes ! 
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. As erſt the ſons of Iſrael fel AE © 
bo 2 1 5 From Pharaoh's reign and Nilus' bel, — = 

meien , eg Rnd, Smt boy 11 
And water follow'd Moſes Wande Bj 
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So may old Nilus paſſing ni 
A portion of his floods ſupply; 
Invite the neighb'ring peaſant's toil, 
To cultivate thine alter'd ſoil.. 


So be thy hills with verdure ſpread;, 
And trees adorn each naked head; 
$0 in the thirſty vales below, 
Diſcover'd ſprings be taught to flow. 


So, teeming with. neglected veins, 15 
Thy marble pay the ſeulptor's pains; zz] 
Who, emulous of Greeian taſte, 
May give an- Athens. to the-waſte ! 


* LL 


And on thy furtheſt ſandy. ſhore, 
Which hears. the Red-ſea's billows roar, 

May Commerce ſmile, her ſails unfold, 

And change thine iron age to gold! 
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TMMORTAL: ftream! whom Afric leads b 2; | 
Through barren plains and verdant meads ; 5 5 | 
Now flaming o er the Nubian _ 1 tn PO 

Now laving Egypt's cultur'd lands; 2” 
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To mark where firſt thou court 'ſt the gale, Yo 
The poet's ſtretch of thought might fail: 1 


Might heroes ſhudder to behold | a odd eds 
The wonders which thy depths unfold; © 
Ol place me on thy gentle tide, . | | | 
| When firſt it leaves its fountain wide | 
Till, threat'ning on the Cat'ract's brow, ns 
It ruſhes to the world Belo. | ; [ 


Here, as the joyleſs wild we trace, 

Where Nature ſhrouds her beauteous face, 

The Oſtrich child of want and gloom! _ | 
Dips in thy wave his filver plunme. 
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As erſt the ſons of Iſrael fled. 

From Pharaoh's reign and Nitus' bed, 
Here manna fell by God's command, 
And water follow d Moſes wand : 


80 may old Nilus paſſing 18 

A portion of his floods ſupply; 
Invite the neighb'ring peaſant's toil, 
To cultivate thine alter d ſoil. * 


80 be thy hills with verdure "RATON 
And trees adorn each naked Heat 8 
8o in the thirſty vales below, 
Diſcover'd ſprings be taught to flow. 


80, teeming with. neglected veins, 
Thy marble pay the ſculptor's pains * 


Who, emulous of Greeian taſte, 
May give an Athens to the waſte ! 


And on thy fartheſt ay ſhore, 


Which hears the Red-ſea's billows e. 
May Commerce ſmile, her ſails unfold, 
And change thine iron age to gold |. _ 
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down that River. Sept. 1777. 
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It ruſhes to the world below. 


Till, threat'ning 
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Now, lurking on thy ſedgy ſhores, 
The Crocodile his prey explores. 
Fark tis a virgin's ſnriek thy flood. 
She fought—to color with her blood! 


No arms the retveriine can 3 EE, 
- - Bounds from his ſcales th unerring ball. 
Lo! to avenge a mother's tears _ 


The Hippopotamus appears 


Now Death aſſumes: his grimmeſt form 
Thuy troubled ſurface owns. the ſtorm 
Like warring veſſels, on they move _ t 051 
Their mortal rage and force to prove! | 


-O! haſte we. from this. conflict dire, 

And to thy fairer ſeenes retire; 86 

Where, ſwelling o'er thy native ſtrand, 

Thy waters fatten all the lande 


Where on the * expanſe are ſeen 
The tufted grove and iſland green: 
The minaret, that tow'rs above, 
The haram—priſon gay of love! 


As Pleaſure, Commerce, fs the file. 
A thouſand gallies catch the gale: 
Their oars a thouſand gallies ply, 

Whoſe pomp refulgent ſtrikes the eye. 


This alludes to a circumſtance which happened juſt before the author came to 


:the Nile, and which the reader will find in page 259 of this work. The frequent 
combats between the River-horſe and Crocodile, in which the former i is generally 
viftorious, are too well known to need a eqn. 


Now 


* 


Now bear me down thy weſtern arm, 


Where Delta looks one cultur'd farm; 
By ruin d cities, nodding towers, 
And hide me in Roſetto's bowers. 
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Hail ſhades * who give ſuch charms to New, L Slick 


As ne' er Alcinaus' gardens knew; 


While bloſſoms here their fiveets: . 


Bow d is the tree with fruit of gold. 
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And thou fam'd ftream ! what tho no more 


The world's emporium as of yore; 


Tho' grac'd not with the Roman name, 
Thy realm contending factions claim: 


A Pharaoh's dau ghter erſt was thine, 
Whom pity touch'd with cares divine, 
As ſhe the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark afloat. | 


Thou knew'ſt a Cleopatra's: reign, 


Who number'd: victors in her train 


A Julius, led by glory's ray; 


An Anthony—to love a. prey 


A Ptolemy of learn'd renown,. 
And great Seſoſtris wore thy crown; 


Thine, Memphis !. cruſn'd by adverſe fates, 


And. Thebes—that op'd. an hundred gates !: 
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